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7 ORTHY conceptions, and a firm 
and habitual perſuaſion of the Di- 
vine Benevolence, being of high importance 
to the credit, pleaſure, and practice of re- 
ligion; it is greatly to be deſired that theſe 
ſhould become univerſal. The writers who 
have treated this ſubject in the moſt judicious 
manner, have aimed more at the ſatisfaction 
of the thoughtful and ſtudious, than the in- 
ſtruction and conviction of the main Body 
of Chriſtians, who yet are equally intereſted 
in this important doctrine. They have alſo 
omitted a diſtinct and animating repreſenta- 
tion of the practical Conſequences. The 
Author of the following diſcourſes hath 
therefore endeavoured to ſet the evidences of 
this great doctrine in a Light eaſy to the un- 
wat of the generality, full preſerv- 
A 2 1 


PREFACE. 


ing their clearneſs and ſtrength; and to af 
fit Perſons in regarding the Works of God 
in a view, proper to raiſe their apprehenſions 
of the Divine Goodneſs, and to warm their 
| hearts with an habitual ſenſe of it, and en- 
gage them to live as always ſurrounded with 
the pieſetice and kindneſs of the beſt of Pa- 
rents, well affected to their brethren, alike 
children of the great Father of Spirits, cheer- 
fully reſigned amidſt the trials of Life, and 
ſerene and full of hope at death. - 


This the Author can ſay, that to the firm 
belief, and frequent meditation of thoſe in- 

tereſting truths, which are included in the 
boundleſs benevolence of our Creator and 
Governor, he himſelf has been obliged for 
the moſt valuable ſatis factions he hath known 
in life; and to theſe he owes it, that he can 
look forward to a future ſtate with the nobleſt 
hopes. And if the publication of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſes ſhall make theſe truths 
more cordially - received, and their benefi- 
cial influence more felt, he ſhall greatly re- 
Joice in the time and thought employed for 
' theſe purpoſes. Whatever the event be, 
he 


PREFACE. 


ke has the Satisfaction of having, actord- 
ing to his abilities, endeavoured to ſerve the 


Honour of his Maker, and the beſt intereſt 


of his fellow creatures; and can therefore 


humbly commend theſe, with the other Diſ- 
courſes on like important ſubjects, to the 
Divine Bleſſing, and to the candid peruſal 


of the ſerious and judicious, 


O N. 
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| 
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SERMON I 


The Divine Goodnef explained, 


PALM exlv. 9. 


| The Tori is good to all, and his tender mer- 
ED cies are over all his works. 


H AT ehrwah, 0 8 us and 
all beings, is good or benevolent in 
_=* the higheſt degree, is the dictate of 

Nature, of Reaſon, and of Scripture. That 
God is good is the earlieſt ſentiment of na- 


ture concerning him, and prevails in the 


breaſts of thoſe: who have not taken the 
pains to reaſon out the divine perfections, or 


diligently to trace his kindneſs in it's nume- 


rous effects. Their ſenſe of the amiableneſs 
of this diſpoſition, and their approbation of 
themfelves when they feel it prevailing, de- 
termine them without heſitation to aleribe 


the nobleſt degrees of this quality to that | 


Being, whom all believe the moſt perfect. 
Regen allo clearly diſcerning, after an exact 
N B- -- inquiry, 


2 The Divine Goodneſs explained, 
inquiry; the eſſential worth and amrableneſs 
of benevolence, with aſſurance concludes: 
that the alwiſe and almighty God, who ſees 
the worth of this diſpoſition, muſt be ſu- 
preamly benevolent; and ſince he hath no 
wants of his own, will exert his omnipo- 
tence in doing good to other beings. And 
when it attentively obſerves the works of 
God, the countleſs varieties of creatures to 
whom he hath given life, the capacities of 
good which he hath formed, and the im- 
menſe proviſion he hath made for ſupplying 
9 them all; with intire ſatisfaction it ſees. the 
u drawn from the acknowledged = 
perfections of the divine nature, abundantly 
verified by the works of God: and we find 
in fact that Optimus Maximus, the beſt and 
greateſt of beings, were titles generall y aſcrib- 
ed by the Heathen to the: one God and F a- 


a ther of all. 


| And with the voice of nature and of rea- 
ſon conſents the voice of revelation.” "The 
Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his «works. He 7s gracious ons 


full of «compaſſion, flow to anger and of grea 


"mercy. TFebovah is good, bi Mercy is ever- 


laſtin g. 


"The Divine Goodneſs explairied. 3 
laing *. His only begotten Son, who came 

from his boſom, and to whom the Father 
ſhowed all things which he had done, aſ- 

ſures us, he is ſo good, that in compariſon 

none is good but God g; and the beloved dif —& 
ciple of Jeſus hath left it on record, that i 
G! is love 4. 


This perfection of the Deity would now 
engage you to contemplate. A perfeQion 
which gives the amiable luſtre to the other 
attributes of God; rendering his omnipo- 
tence, omnipretence, infinite knowledge, and 
eternity, which ſeparate from this would 
only excite our wonder and dread, objects „ 
veuexration, love and delight. Almighty, ever 
Preſent, alwiſe, unchangeable and everlaſt- 
ing goodneſs, is the nobleſt object of contem- 
plation, love and adoraticn to men, angels, 
and all intelligent beings. To this bode Il 


LIN 


| tion we have been obliged for our exiſtence, 
and for all our powers, capacities and objects 
I of good, the thought on it is the moſt chear- 
; ing amidſt the wants, uncertainties and diſ- 
"= | | treſles « of the preſent ſtate, and inſpires into 


* Plalm e. 5. Matt. ix. 15. 
«I y © John TH 16. 5 
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4 The Divine Goodneſs en. 
the boſom of the pious and righteous a tran- 
| quillity and joy, which the world cannot 
give or take away; this ſupports their lar- 
| geſt hopes for eternity, and brightens the 
ſhades of death: and from contemplating 
this perfection in the light of Heaven, and 
anſwerably loving, adoring and celebrating 5 
the Father of the univerſe, from an intire 
teſemblance to this truly divine quality, and 
from ſharing in the full and everlaſting com- 
munications of it, is derived the compleat 
and eternal felicity of angels and faints. 
May this moſt gracious Being grant, that 
« what is laid before you for the illuſtration 
- i and proof of the divine benignity, may 
& raife our apprehenſions and confirm our 
« faith of it; may kindle in every reader 
© correfpendent ſentiments of love and gra- 
e titude, excite us all according to our mea- 
e ſure to reſemble our heavenly Father, and 
« cheerfully obey all his laws: and thus 
prepare us for an abode in that world, 
«* where alone from experience we ſhall 
<< learn the full import of theſe declarations; 5. 
« that God is love, that bis tender mercies are 
« qver all bis works, and are everlaſting !” 


The 


2 be Divine Cad explainted. 54 


The inſpired poet mentions this divine 
perfection, as a reaſon why all the /aints of 
the Lord ſhould 5ʃ̊ %s him; and on account — 
of which he would %%. his name for ever and | 
ever*, And a ſtronger reaſon cannot be 
.=- affigned, no perfection being equally deſerv- 
ing of love and praiſe with goodneſs, infi- | 
! nitely diffuſive, compaſſionate, and everlaſt- 
ing. The worſhip which is excited i, 
or principally, by awful apptehenſions of 
God, as an almighty and uncontroulable ſo- 
5 vereign, who can do whatever he pleaſes, 
+ and who, for aught we know, may be as 
much pleaſed to do evil as good, and to pro- 
= duce miſery as happineſs ——tlhis is rather 
E — fuperſtition than religion, the flattery and 
_ cringing of ſlaves to a maſter whom they 
dread and hate ; not the ingenuous and de- 
lightful reſpect of children to a father whom 
they love. It debaſes and finks the mind, 
inſtead of ennobling and making it happy; 
= and changes, what, did we think worthily 
of C God, would be a rational and pleaſing 
I homage, into an oppreſſive ſervitude; which 
| perſons would immediately throw off, but 
3 that they fear greater evils if they did, 2325 
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6 The Divine Goodneſs explained. 
| Since then right apprehenſions, and a firm 
perſuaſion of the divine benevolence, are ſo 
important to the being, the pleaſure and 
perfeQion of religion, which conſiſts in the 
love of God, whom we can only love as be- 
nevolent ; and theſe when they prevail, ren- 
der our hed ies chearful and conſtant, and 
gradually change us into the divine image, 
make us ſerene and ſatisfied 1 in life, and firm 
md full of hope in death: 1 N 


. Diſindiy explain this perfection of the 
n Deity, his goodneſs. 8 


II. e e by proofs drawn from 
reeaſen and revelation, that God is good 
10 all. 1 


Tl. Tlluftrate this perfection by preſenting 


to your view ſome of the principal in- 


 Nances and Hess of 1 it. 


IV. Take notice of ſome ditinguithing 


and glorious properties of the divine 
benevolence. 


Y. Anſwer the- chief objeftions which 
e been urged againſt it: and 
VI. Make 


have for. it. 5 


perfection. In general googne/s, v. hen aſc: ib - 


ee art good, and thou deft god x. And 


proof that the Lord is good to ail, and that 


. thou ined them their food in due 7 aſon. Our 
; $ Lord alſo having exhorted us in Inutation of 


the goodneſs of our heavenly Father, to do 
good uuto them that hate us, mentions this 


" . ads an inſtance of the divine goodneſs: that 


4 5 + be maketh his fun to riſe on the evil and n 


the good ; and ſendeth rain on the juſt and en 


the unjuſt, As ſome things are ſited to 


8 the nature of percipient beings, and give 
e them pleaſure; and other things are oppoſite, 


* Pf, cxix. 08, + Pf. cxlv, 15. J. Mat. v. 44. 


We Divine Goodneſs explained. #7 _ 
VI. Make proper reflections on this moſt. 
important truth, and the evidence Wwe 
f 1. am to Pen diſtinaly this divine 
ed to an intelligent and active being, is a 


prevailing a: 1fpofutton to communicate good, and 
W in it. Thus David himielt explains 


in the pſalm whence the text is taken, as a 


His te. ider mercies are over all his Works, tis 
added; Arbe eyes of all walt upon thee, and 


and produce pain or miſery; 88 S ex- 
preſſeth itſelf in communicating the /ormer, 


B 4 and 
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8 The Divi enſue 
8 and keeping off the latter. Thus auidil- 
luſtrates it. 5 O.tafte: and ſee that tl Lord 
is good, there is no avant to them aubo; fear Aim: 
they who fear the Lord ſhall not want any 
good bling. His deſeription alf of the good 
man is this; + ber ſheweth: favour and lend- 
etrb, be is gracivus and full of ho poco be ; 
Bath and given to the * 0 
ee Pray = 
Farther to conſtitute. A; kein ad be: =- 
muſt deligbi in thoſe exertions of this wiſdom 3 
and power, which. produce good to other 2 
| beings... God is ſupreamly perfect, and hath 
no inelinations oppoſite to the rectitude ang 
kindneſs of his nature; he will therefore al- 
ways. delight to do what his · wiſdom ap- 
proves. And as for men, it lowers our 4 
 efteem of their benevolence, if they confer! |. 
fayours reluctantly, and ſoon repent it; for 
it ſhows kindneſs not to be the prevailing 
diſpoſition in them. Whatever excellence 
belongs to God, is poſſeſt by him in the 
higheſt poſſible degree; he will therefore 
delight in Going gaod ; as this will be the 
- conſequence of his being perfeRtly benevo- 
; lent. f And the account which men inſpired 
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The Divine Goodneſs explained. 9 
by God have given of him is, that“ be de- | 
lighteth in mercy ;. but | taketh no plefure in 
infiGing: n or puniſhment, Lt 


Finally, to compleat the character of 0 | 
| neſs, the beneficent actions muſt proceed 
from an in!ention of the welfare of the being 
on whom they center. We do not aſcribe 
goodneſs to a perſon, who does beneficial | 
actions without deſigning it; much leſs if he 
did them with a deſign, thit they ſhould 
bring greater evils on him, whom he ap- 
peared to favour. By profeſſions and inſtan- 
ces of kindneſs to draw another into miſchief, 
is the character of a very bad man. And by 
baits' of pleaſure or intereſt to ſeduce per- 
| ſons to vice and utter ruin, is the character 
of the moſt malevolent being, the Devil. To 
_ repreſent God therefore, which ſome have 
done, as conferring on the greater part of 
mankind the common bounties of his pro- 
vidence, merely as baits to tempt them to 
| fin, and that their final condemnation might 
be aggravated; whom from eternity he abſo- 
lately decreed to endleſs miſery 
to confound the character of the beſt of 


this is 


* Micah vii. 18. + Fzckiel xvili. 23. 


beines 
beings 
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10 The Divine Goodneſs. explained. 
beings: with that of the wort, and to deſcribe. 
the ſopream g goodneſs a as an a mighty K. 


»Tis alſo a God pound e to the re- 
| peated declarations of God, that * mercy. 7s 
bis delight, but judgment bis flrange work ; 


= that "he deſign of his goodnets and g 


ance is, * 4% lead men to repentance, not to 


draw them into more dreadful ruin: and 


that Þ he 7s long ſu uffering towards ſinners, not 


Ba Rs that any ſhould periſh; but that all 
ſhould come to repentance. . Of the men who 


utter theſe hard ſpeeches concerning God, we 


may therefore with truth ſay; theſe things 


they affirm, becauſe they know not the Fa- 
ther, are unacquainted with the real cha- 


rafter, and ignorant of the abſolute perfec- 
tion of the God e ig love; the father of 


mercies, and the God of all grace, 


To delight then in communicating good, 
and keeping off evil, and this with an in- 
zenticn of the welfare of the beings for whom 
theſe actions of kindneſs are done, is the ge- 


neral notion of goodneſs. Aud there is no 


need of farther mu plying ſcriptures to ex- 


* Iſaiah xxviii. 21. I Romans ii. 4. 


2 Peter iii. 9. | 2 Corinthians i. 3. 
8 1 plain, 
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The Divine Goodneſs explained. 11 


plain, what all may eaſily. apprehend ; or to 
prove that goodneſs or benevolence is in kind. 
the /ame w hen aſcribed to God, as to men, 
though greatly differing in degree. The 
ane Fords are uſed to denote this qual ty 
in God and in men, and the ſome are the 


fruits repreſented. as ariſing from it, and 


thereſore the gen neral idea müſt be the ſame. 
For were 20 dels in God a diſpoſition dif- 


ferent in Fin from what we mean when 


we aſcribe it to men, and for any thing we 
could prove of a quite contrary nature; in- 
ſpired writers would not certainly Fate cal- 
led it by the ſame names, and deſcribed it 
by the ſame effects. And could we not 
diſtinctly know what goodneſs ſignified when 
aſcribed to God, we 2 05 Tg no meaning 
when we declared God to be good ; we could 


3 Vo 


not love him on account of this attribute, 


 fince benevolence, which in men is good- 


neſs, is alone amiable; nor could we, which 
yet the ſcriptures command us, 1mitate this 


divine quality, nor form any expectations 
from it. In ſhort, we could have no true 
5 religion, \ which 1 is the love. and imitation of 


God. A preva ailing diſpoſition to commu- 


picate good to athers, and a delight in it, is 


then 


r2 The Divine Goodięſi explained. 
then a general” idea of por as it may 


: be aſcribed not only. to n to — 
oe ene 1 


But then guce God x may A conkdered. as 
the original of all being, the author of life 

to all the infinitely various kinds of crea- 
tures which inhabit the univerſe, and as the 
Father, and moral governor of the rational 
creation; if we would form a diſtinct and 
full:idea of his goodneſs, we muſt enlarge 
_ the definition, and may thus deſcribe it. 
The goodneſs of the Deity is his diſboſition 
10 communicate good, in ways ſuitable to the 
different natures of the beings who are the 
objects of it; to inferior beings in ſubordina- 

tion to the happineſs of ſuperior, and to ra- 
tional and moral agents, according to their 
moral character. The viſible and eſtab- 
liſhed order of the univerſe, wherein flies 
and inſects for inſtance, receive and enjoy 
life and good, ſubordinately to the mainte- 
nance of birds, the ſmall fry of fiſhes of the 
larger, and the whole merely animal crea- 
tion in our world to the ſupport and delight 


of. mankind : is a ſtanding proof, that this 


is the way in which the goodneſs of the 
| Creator chuſes to communicate itſelf; limit- 
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Fb Divine — eaploined. * 


ing the good granted to inferior creatures, 
by its conſiſtence with and ſubfervience to 


the good of ſuperior. One reaſon of which 


; diſpenſation may be this, that room is made 
in the world for enjoying much larger quan- 
ities of life and good, than could otherwiſe 
| have been introduced. There would not 
have been place or proviſion on our globe, 


for a fifth part of the creatures who now en- 


joy themſelves upon it; had all animals been 
_ confined to vegetable food; and had not 


flies and inſeds been appointed to be the 
food of birds, and the ſmall fry of fiſh of 


the larger. The ravage made through whole 
countries, and the famines occaſioned by an 
extraordinary increaſe of locuſts or caterpil- 


lars, are a proof of this obſervation, Where 


as according to the preſent eſtabliſhment, 
every part of the globe is filled with life and 
good; and the numerous tribes of creatures, 
who are ſacrificed to the ſupport. of others, 
enjoy themſelves the prime of life, unem- 
bittered with apprehenſions of danger and 


death, till theſe preſs cloſe upon them; and 


then by an inſtantaneous diſmiſſion out of : 


life, they are ſaved from all the wants and 
pains attending a gradual decay. 


1 


| 1 
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| 
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As for the other part of the regulation ob- 
ſerved by the divine benevolence, the com- 


municating happineſs to moral agents accords 
ing to their good or ill deſert; experience 
ſhows this to be alſo a rule of the divine 
proceedings. And from its being eſtabliſhed 
and obſerved. by the ſupream wiſdom, we 
econclude that it is abſolutely the“ be/# mer 
Ihod. That the goodneſs of the alwiſe dif- 
poſer does not incline him to force happi- 
neſs on oral agents, and td make rational 
e happy, however they behave; is 

evident from his having left us to chuſe and 
4 act for ourſelves: and ſo ordered things, 
that happineſs ſhall be the fruit of a right 
7 temper and conduct, and miſery. of the con- 
trury. Temperance makes thoſe gifts of 
en to prove: viefiings which 1 ms 


7 : 


* « Perhaps living 0 Ja 7 wich which we 5 4 of 


cc very free in our ſpeculations, may not be a bare ſingle 


« diſpoſition to produce happineſs ; but a diſpoſition to 
e make the good and faithful and honeſt man happy. 
Perhaps an infinitely perfect mind may be pleaſed, 
with ſeeing his creatures behave ſuitably to the na- 
44.ture. which he bath given them may be pleaſed 


with this moral piety of moral agents; in and for 


«© itſelf; as well as upon account of its being cllenti- 


dd elly, conducive to the | happineſs. of his creation.” 
| See Biſhop Butler - dnabegy, * 1. c. 2. and Diſert II. 


at the end. 


ance 


Fe) 


** 


be Divine Goodneſs explcined., 15 
ance converts into the ſeeds of painful diſ- 
eaſes, and the nouriſhment! of tormenting 
paſſions. Gratitude to God and a generous 
kindneſs to men double the pleaſure, attend- 
ing the uſe of external good; while the 
ſelfiſh and irreligious are confined to the 
merely ſenſitive g gratification, embitteted with 
the conſtiodfbeſs of deſerving, and lying un- 
der the contempt and hatred of mankind, 
and the diſpleaſure of God. Perſons who 
will not employ the leiſure and abilities, 
Which riches ſupply, for advancing the im- 
provement of their o.n minds in know- 
ledge, virtue and piety, and for doing good 
extenſively; live excluded from the moſt 
valuable ſatisfactions, rational beings can 
know; and are in a manner forced upon 
thoſe enen in meaner gratifications, which 
cloud and enfeeble the al. create pains. 
and diſcaſes in the a 200 fix fas on 
the Charation, = 


5 1 of the reaſons which may determine 
A wiſe God to diſpenſe happineſs in. this 
method, may be diſtinctly conſidered bere- 
fer. Tis enough to remark at preſent, 
that in our world the fact ſhows this, and 


no 


16 The Divine Goodneſs explained, 


no other method of communicating good, 
to be the true idea of the divine goodneſs, 


Perhaps alſo to the infinite wiſdom and per- 
fect rectitude of the Deity it appears un- 


worthy of him, and eſſentially unfit, to 
communicate e happineſs in any other way, 
while ths: room is left for moral agents ta 
deſerve well, to improve themſelves,” and con- 
tribute to their own happineſs; and thus to 
become much bapprier, than it was other- 


vile pofſible for them to be. 


in which we may conceive almighty benevs- 
Ener Pere 808 itſelf, | 


The Supream Almighty Mind, whoſe 


goodneſs we are now meditating, being 


alone ſelf-exiſtent and eternal, the fir/? way 
of manifeſting his good-will, which we can 


conceive, is creating beings capable of en- 


joyment. Exiſtence and conſcious life are 
the foundation of enjoyment and happi- 
neſs; and without thefe, to have produced 


an 


Having made theſe e to vindi- 

| cate the reſtrictions, inſerted in the deſcrip- 

tion of the divine goodneſs ; let us advance 
to conſider diſtinctly ſome principal ways, 
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The Divine | Goodvieſs explained. 17 


an univerſe filled with materials and objects 
of enjoyment, would have ſignified nothing. 


Tis therefore celebrated by an inſpired poet, 


as an inſtance of the divine benevole . 
that by the word of the Lord the DeaVens were 
made; and all the hoſts of them, the intelli- 
gent wiſe and powerful angels, by the breath 


of his mouth *. And God is declared <vortby 


to receive ghry, honour, and power ; becauſe 


he created all things, and for his pleaſure they 


are and were created +. And made man- 
kind @ little lower than the angels, crowned 


them with glory and honour, and gave then 


dominion over the works of his hangs +4 #2: Jo: 


in the beginning cauſed the earth to bring 


forth graſs and herbs and trees, bearing fruit 


after their kinds ll, the proper materials for 
ſupporting the life and pleaſure of animals; 


and then ſaid: Yet the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, 


and the fowl that they may flie above the earth, 
And God created great whales, and coery 


living creature which moveth, which the qwa- 


ters brought forth abundantly after their kind, 


And God made the 999 of the earth cer vs 


* Pſalm xxxiii. 5, 6. + Revclations i Iv, 111 


| t Malm viii. || Geneſis 1 i. 


G kind, 


18 The Divine Goodneſs explained. 


kind, and the cattle after their kind, and 


every thing that creepeth upon the earth : and 


| God bleſſed them, and God ſaw that it was 
600D. And when the Creator had formed 
man of a nobler kind, fitted for —_— ons 
joyments, and ſuitably furniſhed him; 


then ſaid, and God ſaw that it was VERY 


coop. To communicate being, life and ca- 
pacities of good, and to provide abundantly 
for every creature, are then glorious inſtan- 


ces of the benevolence of the Firſt Cauſe. 


Again, when creatures are made capable 


of enjoying good, the continuing their lives, 


and conſtantly ſupplying them with proper 


objects, are other inſtances and effects of 
goodneſs. The royal poet therefore cele- 
brates the walring 152 earth, and cauſing it 


to produce graſs for cattle, and corn for man, 


as proofs, that God crowneth the earth with 


| bis goodneſs x. And the Apoſtle declares, 


that God had not left himſelf without wit- 
neſs to the nations, in that he did good unto 
them, giving rain from Heaven, and fruitful 


ſeaſons, and filled them with ford and with 
_ gladneſs F. If life be a good, and the giving 


„„ ixy. + Acts xiy. 17. 


it 


; ' B JT 
* 2 j On in Do Ns 
1 Bj . Oe NCC 7 
ö ge ene ns go WOE I 


4g : 
. 
Ra 
3h 
5 
* 
N 
* 5 
55 
„ 
5 52. 
„ 
7 
8 
N 
1 FRE 
9 
4 * "SH 
9 
4 . 
x 7 Y 
8 
5 
= 
FER 
a 1 phy 
o OE 29 
: 474 
I 5 
9 
3 
„ N 
I 
38 
het 
. 
Js 
7 
oy I 


The Divine Gau explained. : 19 


it be an inſtance of kindneſs; the continu- 


ance of it, the conſtantly miniſtring proper 


| ſupplies, and warding off evil and deſtruc- 


tion, are evident inſtances of the lame kind 


— 5 


Further, as among beings poſſeſt of con- 
ſcious life, there are ſome endowed with 


intelligence and liberty, capable of approving, 
and of chuſing and practiſing what is ami- 


able, and worthy of eſteem, and of thus de- 


ſerving well, and rendering themſelves ob- 
jects of the divine complacency ; the govern- 
ing ſuch beings in that manner, which will 


beſt promote in them a right temper, train 
them ta the higheſt moral perfection, and 


thus quality them for the moſt valuable ſa- 
tisfactions, and for the largeſt communica- 
tions of the divine favour, is a natural ex- 
preſſion and glorious inſtauce of goodneſo; , 
and we may be certain that a molt wiſe and 
| benevolent Creator will delight in thus act- 


ing. The great Father of ſpirits we have 


ſeen, will communicate good to his ofi- 


ſpring, in a way ſalted to their rational na- 
ture, and in proportion to den good dejert x. % 


a Matthew 5 14. 


2 2 He 


20 The Divine Goodneſs explained. 
| He gives them 7alents or abilities and advan3 
tages for attaining happineſs, and expects 
that they ſhould improve them“. He makes 
them capable of exalted ſatisfactions, in the 
knowledge and love of himſelf, in righte- 
ouſneſs and benevolence to others; and he 
requires, that if they would be happy, they 
ſhould acquaint themſelves with God, and 
cultivate a prevailing righteouſneſs and be- 
nignity of heart, It ſeems contrary to wiſ- 
dom, rectitude, and even to goodneſs, to 
make creatures happy who will deſerve to be 
wretchedz and continue obſtinately negli- 
gent of the means and qualifications for hap- 
pineſs. Yea does it not appear in the na- 
ture of things 7mpoſſible; that a rational being 
ſhould be happy, who acts in contradiction 
to his reaſon, and his nobleſt affections; ; 
and who renders himſelf a juſt object of the 
divine diſapprobation, and of his own? Muſt 
not miſery be the natural conſequence and 
deſert, of keeping the beſt affeQions ungra- 
tified, of indulging defires diſproportioned to 
their objects, and diſappointed in fruition, 
of incurring and fearing the divine diſplea- 
ſure, and being filled with ſhame and felf- 


* Galant VI. 7. 
| COn- 
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to his moral creation ? 


Parther, as the knowledge and moral 
abilities of ſuch creatures are zmperfect, as 
they are /7ce, and of conſequence mail and 
mutable; and as mankind in particular are 
| placed in fleſhly bodies, ſurrounded with 
objects which ſtrongly ſollicit their animal 


inclinations, and eafily draw them into vi- 


cious indulgencies; without rendering them 


immediately obſtinate in vice, unworthy the 


compaſſionate regard and aſſiſtance of their 
heavenly Father, and incapable of recover- 
ing virtue and happineſs: the goodneſs of 
the Creator will diſpoſe him to conſider their 


Frame, and remember that they are duſt *; 


not to inſiſt on perfection, but to accept / . 


* Pſalm ciii. 8. 


The Divine Goodneſs explained. 21 
- condemnation ? And ſhould it be ſuppoſed, 
that God in favour to the wicked, would 
: miraculouſly prevent theſe natural effects of 
a a vicious temper and conduct; would not 

this, inſtead of being an inſtance of genuine 
| benevolence, turn out the contrary ; coun- 
tenancing and encouraging diſobedience and 
wickedneſs, and thus doing the greateſt hurt 


RISE Lo * 1 
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22 The Divine Goodneſs explained. 
cerity x, of which alone they are capable; 
and where relapſes into ſin are eaſy, to al- 


low them frequently the privilege of repen- 
tance, and to forgive and accept them, when 


they think of their ways, and return to their 
duty. Like as a prudent and kind father 
pitieth bis children, fo will the Lord pity them 


who fear him. Will not alſo the ſame be- 


_ nevolence, which inclined him to make 
them that they might become happy by vir- 


tue and Pity; diſpoſe him to do for them, 


1 


Hebrews xii. 6. 


whatever + is neceſſary to their eſtabliſhment 


in rectitude, and is conſiſtent with real vir- 


tue; and never to give them up, until ob- 
icinate and incurable wickedneſs render them 


utterly unfit for his favour, and for anſwer- 


ing the great end of their creation T? As 
piety, righteouſneſs, kindneſs . mercy, 


are the perfection and happineſs of a rational 


agent, benevolence will incline the great pa- 


rent and alwiſe governor of mankind, to 
chaten thoſe whom he loves ||, inflicting lighter 
ſenſible evils, which may bring them to 
conſideration and amendment, reclaim them 


* Exodus xxxiv. + Matthew xxvi. 41. 
+ Luke xv. II. = | Job xxxvi. 8. 
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'F The Divine Goodneſs explai 3 3 
3 | to their duty when they have forſaken it; 
I or by exerciſing, approve and increaſe their 
virtues, His revelation therefore pronounces 
thoſe bleſſed, who receive correction, or who | 
endure temptation *; ſince when they have 
been tried and approved, God will give 


them the crown of liſe Þ. Pains and evils 
of a light kind, which are productive of 


greater, yea of the greateſt good, are there- | 

fore inſtances c of the divine mercifolneſs. ö 
| Again, as 8 puniſhment and deſtruction | 
| of the rncorrigibly wicked A are neceſſary, for 5 
E preventing the wort of Gl general and | 
1 prevailing wickedneſs, to ſecure the pious 1 
- and virtuous from the violence of the cor- | 
rraupted, to rouze the negligent, to reclaim | 
| the reclaimable, to prevent the innocent from | 
| being ſeduced, and finally to extirpate vice = 
| and miſery from his creation: the benevo- 5 0 
| lence of our wife and righteous Father and i 
1 Governor will determine him ſo to inflict 


theſe, as may beſt ſubſerve his great and 
kind purpoſes, And as the good and per- 
fection of the w49/e, muſt appear more de- 


* Job V. 17. : | + James i. 12. | | | | J 
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24 7 he Divine Goodneſs explained, 


ſireable and important, than the pleaſure and 
impunity of a ſmall part, who growing in- 
curably vicious, ceaſe to be objects of his be- 
nevolence; when ſome of his creatures by 
obſtinate wickedneſs have deſerved miſery 
and deſtruction, and the good of the whole 
requires that they ſhould ſuffer according to 
their demerits; in this caſe goodneſs will de- 
termine the Deity not to ſpare n.. 


Finally, as the Creator of all bath made 
rational and free beings, capable of becom- 
ing perfectly bleſſed in the perfection of know- 
edge, rectitude and divine love; in the free 

and full choice, and uninterrupted practice 
of whatever is amiable and excellent; his 
benignity will incline him, when on their 
trial amidſt difficulties and temptations they 5 
ſhall have ally approved their love to him, 
to virtue and piety, to reward them with 
the grant of a bleſſedneſs ſuited to their im- 
proved faculties; and as great and laſting as 

rational and immortal ſpirits can enjoy. A 
_ wiſe goodneſs gives every capacity of good, 
with an intention that it ſhould be wagh 
and may therefore be truſted for filling it þ 


“ Exodus xxxiv. * 85 + Jolie iii. 16. 
— Matthew xx. 34. bn e 
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The Divine Goodneſs explained, 25 
whenever a wrong temper and conduct do 
not forfeit the favour, and diſqualify for en- 
joying it: or whenever the gratifying us in 
a lower enjoyment, would not prove incon- 
ſiſtent with our being happy in hs 


'T his: may follics. as a general explication 
of the Divine goodneſs, a more diſtin& ac- _ 
count of ſome parts of this moſt amiable 

N diſpoſition may be given, when we treat at 
large the principal inſtances and effects of 
this perfection. Let me diſmiſs the ſubject 
for the preſent with one reflection. 


15 goodneſs ſuch a pee as you have 
ſeen deſcribed? How amiable and excellent 
muſt we acknowledge it, and how chearful 

and conſtant ſhould our endeavours be to ac- 

quire it; or to improve ourſelves in it? To 
value and deſire knowledge, power or riches, 
chiefly as they may be employed to lighten 
the ſufferings, or to increaſe the enjoyments 

of others, and. to aſſiſt and promote their 
virtue; to labour for an increaſe of theſe, 

chiefly that we may employ them for theſe | 
generous purpoſes ; to eſteem and to feel 
one's ſelf happy, in proportion as others 
| are 
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26 The Divine Goodneſs explained. 


are made ſo; to purſue the deſign with a 

kindneſs ſuperior to the follies and paſſions 
of men, and even to their vices and per- 
verſeneſs; and never quit it, while men are 
capable of being benefited——how deſerv- 
ing our eſteem and affection does a perſon 
appear, who is poſſeſt of this temper and 
character? Do we not naturally wiſh him 
happy, though he was ſo ſituated, as never 
to have heck: a benefactor to us? And do 
we not judge him to have been happy i in 
the prevalence of this noble affection, in the 
deſerved eſteem and love of all who knew 
him ; and eſpecially in the peculiar favour 
of the great and good Father of the uni- 
verſe, whom in his meaſure he reſembled ? 
And muſt we not naturally defire to poſſeſs 
this excellence and happineſs? Let us then 
cultivate this generous good-will, intereſt 
outſelves in the welfare of all, and do good 
-as we. have Penny. 


God hath bymel us to be 1908 happy 
in this temper, he hath given us kind af- 
fections and 2 moral ſenſe, which excite us 
to wiſh well to others, to delight in their 
well-being, ſympathiſe in their ſorrows, 
9 and 


The Divine G explained. 27 ET 


aid feel exquiſite ſatisfaction when we can 
remove them ; and which make us greatly 
to approve ourſelves, when this temper pre- 
vails, and we purſue it's dictates, Let us 
therefore by frequently confidering the worth 

and amiableneſs of this diſpoſition, and its 


peculiar acceptance with the beſt of Beings, 
cheriſh it and excite ourſelves to exert it, 


: ſtrengthening the ſocial affections by fre- 
quent gratifications. Let us like our Maſ- 
ter, the Son of God, count it more bleſſed ta | 
give, than to receive; and habitually eſti- 
mate our own worth and happineſs, by the 
part we take in the welfare of others, and 


the good we do them. Let us often con- 


ſider what behaviour in our various rela- 
tions, would moſt relieve the diſtreſſes of 


others, or increaſe their ſatisfactions, and 
act accordingly: thus rendering ourſelves 


eſteemed and beloved by men, and dear un- 
to God. Let us not only embrace readily 


opportunities for beneficence which offer 


themſelves, but ſeek them out; and cheer- 


fully do all the good we can. We ſhall 
then be happy through life in a divine diſ- 


| * Acts xx. 35. | 
poſition, 


28 The Divine Goodneſs explained. 


poſition, and in a clear ſenſe of the divine 
Favour ; and when we die, ſhall find the 

| boundleſs wiſdom, power and goodneſs of 
the beſt of Beings delighting to glorify 
themſelves, in our full and e evetlatting fe- 
| 98560 Amen! 


SERMON 


Goodneſs re to be a Divine 
Ferfec 1 ion. : 


pöA bn ay. 9. 
The 1 is good to all, and his tender mer 


cies are over all DIS works, 


AVING ſhown that 7 when ö 
we aſcribe it to the almighty Creator — 
and moral Governor of the univerſe, „ 
fies a diſpoſition to communicate good, in ways | 
ſuitable to the different natures of the beings 5 
who are objects of it; to inferior beings in 
ſubordination to the happineſs of ſuperior, 
and to rational and moral agents according 
to their oral charafers— —our method 
leads us, 5 


II. To repreſent the principal fich, 
Lb which reaſon and revelation ſu pply, that 
Y God 


— , Ae tet 20 + ER, 


30 Cooaneſs proved to be 


; God is indeed thus good. I would firſt . 
fer to your thoughts the progfs derived from 
reaſon, and then add a few more teſtimonies 
of Scripture to thoſe, which I have had oc- 
caſion already to cite, and which clearly 
prove that goodneſs belongs to God, 


Tat: us firſt take a view of the evidences; | 

which reaſon furniſhes of this great and in- 

finitely important truth, that our almighty 
Creator and Governor 1 1s An good. And 


. The goodneſs of Go may be demon- 
; ſtrated from his * ww//dom, ſince to be, and 
to do good is a better temper and courſe of 
action; that is, evidently more deſerving the 


þ „ and  approbation of a rational agent, 


| than the contrary. And wi/dom is an ability 
| to diſcern what ends are moſt worthy to be 
| cChoſen and proſecuted, and what means are 


I! fitteſt for effecting them. That the Creator 
1 of all is 20% wiſe, is abundantly evident from 
the frame of the world, and of the human 
mind, How boundleſs his comprehenſion, 
how unerring his diſcernment and choice, 


who hath with ſuch exactneſs achuſted the 


 ® See Grove's Wiſdom, Se. c. 1. and e, 3, . * 
and coroll. 4. and Price's Revieto, c. 10. 


mage 
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magnitude, ſituation and influences of the 
ſun, to the natures, largeneſs, diſtances, and 


5 motions of the planets, which roul around 


that the harmony of the univerſe, and 


in « cen the order, healthfulneſs and 


fertility of our world, and the life, ſupport 
and enjoyment of the numberleſs creatures 


which inhabit the earth, have been main- 


tained in the beſt manner for thouſands of 
years! 


Muſt we not alſo confeſs, that the origi- 


nal Mind himſelf poſſeſſes intelligence in the 


bigheſt degree; who hath created fo many 
millions of intelligent beings, and wonder- 


fully united them to bodies of ſo curious a 


ſtructure? No being can give to another 


What it has not itſelf. Muſt not then he 


who formed the eye, ſee? And be who givetb 


To man underſtanding, doth not be know *? 


Our Creator hath enabled us to diſcern be- 


tween ends and actions, to diſcover a worth 
and eligibleneſs in 0 ends, to approve 


ourſelves and other rational agents, when 


we approve and purſue worthy ends; and 


to diſapprove ourſelves and others, when we 


* Pſalm xciv. 9. 


neglect 
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neglect theſe, or purſue the contrary. Our 
reaſon informs us, that as happineſs 1 is a her- 
ler, or more deſireable ſtate for any being, 
than miſery; ſo it is a more eligible uſe of 
power, and more deſerving of approbation; 
to communicate happineſs than miſery. This 
appears from men's agreeing every where to 
apply words equivalent to theſe terms, wor- 
thy, excellent, and tvell-deſerving, to generous 
goodneſs and exten ve beneficence ; and the 
contrary terms, or words equivalent, as baſe, 
hateful, and deſerving of puniſhment, to an 
uncompaſſionate ſelfiſhneſs and malevolence of 
temper. Imperfect as we are in regard to 
moral rectitude, had we no paſſion or in- 
tereſt, which occaſionally interfered with 
our doing good to others; we ſhould ever 
approve and cultivate benevolence, as the 
moſt excellent diſpoſition ; and even chuſe 
to act in that manner, which would moſt 
promote the welfare of our fellow creatures. 
Tis therefore certain, that the ſupream all- 
perfect Mind, who is infinite in wifdom, and 
Aiſcerns in the cleareſt light the ꝛwoον %’ of a 
benevolent diſpoſition, and who being /e/f- | 
ſufficient, can have no wants, inclinations or 
Intereſts oppolite to benevolence——that he 
will 
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will always prefer being good, and doing 


good, to the contrary. 


Can any reaſonable perſon ſeriouſly doubt, - 
which muſt appear moſt eligible to an alwiſe, 


almighty and moſt happy Being ; to form an 
infinite variety of creatures, capable of dif- 
_ ferent kinds and degrees of good, and to fil! 
them all with their proper good? Or to 
form creatures innumerable, merely to exert 
his omnipotence in making them miſerable? _ 
Muſt not the ſupream Wiſdom fee the infi- 


nite worthineſs and excellence of making 
happy an univerſe, and prefer it? Will he 


not be infinitely bleſſed in the conſciouſneſs. 
of communicating good infinitely ? Ard 
were it poſſible be ſhould act otherwiſe, 


would not his infinite wiſdom render him 
unhappy, by ſhowing him what was beſt; 


if he choſe the contrary? But this is an z72- 


f9ſſible * ſuppoſition. As therefore every un- 


prejudiced human mind prefers benevolence 


in himſelf and in others, to the oppoſite 
temper ; much more will the alwiſe Mind. 
And if the Almighty approve and prefer 


benevolence, it will certainly prevail in all 
* Hebrews vi. 18. 


D n 


| 
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his diſpenſations; ſince he will always chuſe 

what he ſees to be moſt worthy to be choſen, 
and will never do what his unerring wil- 
dom condemns. 


As ervinly then as it is a more worthy 
uſe of power, to communicate good than 
evil; fo certainly will God znfiuitely wife ever 
approve doing good to his creatures, who 
are qualified to enjoy it, will delight in it, 
and actually confer it. And his revelation 
aſſures us, fach is the divine benignity, that 
he aves not willingly grieve or affitet the chil. 
dren of men * that he chaſiens them, not 
for his own pleaſure, nor for any delight ge 
takes 1 in their ſufferings, but for Heir profit * 
and whenever he inflicts evil, it is with 
a view to produce greater good, either to L 
the ſufferers themſelyes, or to the whole; 2 
to reclaim from vice the greateſt evil, or to 
deter others from practices, which would | 
render them and all within their influence 
miſerable. *Tis not then more evident that 
God is moſt wife; which, from the conſti» Þ 
tution of the world he has made, and from | 
our frame, and the degrees of underſtand. Þ* 


* Lamentations iii. 33. 1 Hebrews xii, 10. 


ing 
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ing which he bath given to us, is abſo- 


lately certain: than that he is benevolent, | 
The /aws which he hath eſtabliſhed in the 

natural world demonſtrate, that he _— Tr 
what is moſt uſeful and beneficial, and tha 
he chuſes to effect it; and fince God is un 


changeably what he is, be will alw ays be | 


benevolent, and cannot be otherwiſe. 


2. That God is benevolent appears from 


the ind affeions, which he hath planted. 


in mankind ; and from that ral fene, by 
which he directs us, on the i view to ap- 


prove benevolence | in ourſelves, and in others, 
and to deteſt malevolence. Theſe kind af- 
fections and this moral ſenſe greatly contri- 
bute to private and publick happineſs: the 
Creator therefore, who ſaw their beneficial 
tendency, and planted them in us, muſt be 


owned benevolent ; and all the good which 
they actually dock” together with the 


much greater quantity of 2008, which they 


excite and Incline us to produce; are viſible 
effects and proofs of his original benevolence, 
who is the Father of our ſpirits. For not 


to inſiſt here on the ſtrong, tender and diſ- 
intereſted Hection of parents to their children, 


D a: =. and 
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and indeed of all ani mals to their young ; 
which is eſſential to the continued life and 


enjoyment of every ſpecies; and a viſible 


emanation from the benevolence of the ſu- 
Pream Parent, and proof of its greatneſs 

'tis obvious to an impartial obſerver, that all 
human minds, in their truly natural ſtate, 
have in them inclinations to mutual love and 
kind offices, to pity the ſufferings of others, 
and rejoice in their welfare, to delight in 
their em and affection, which can only 
be acquired by benevolence, and in the con- 


ſciouſneſs of doing them good, or even in- 


tending and wiſhing it: though without 


effect. 


As a proof that theſe affections are eſteem- 


ed natural to the human mind, we may ob- 
ſerve; that the temper formed by them is 
in common language termed humanity. And 


to eſtabliſh the conviction, let me defire 


every one to reflect, and obſerve what has 
paſt within his own boſom. Are we not 
naturally diſpoſed to grieve, when we hear | f 
of the calamities of others, and much more 


when we ſce them; and to compaſſionate 
and relieve the ſufferers? Do we not feel 


exqui- 
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= exquiſ ite ſatisfaction, when we can remove 
> their ſorrows, and reſtore caſe and joy? Do 
we not, unleſs falſe notions of our own in- 
tereſt, or an apprehenſion of ill deſert, or 
ill intention in others, prevent it ; naturally 
take pleaſure in ſeeing others pleaſed and 
: proſperous? Are we not ſtill more de- ; 
> lighted, when we make them ſo; and 
"3 prompted from within to communicate good 
to every one, when we can do it without 
detriment to ourſelves? Nay are we not in 
numberleſs caſes pleaſed in benefiting others; 
though thereby we leſſen our own ſhare, of 
merely ſelfiſh gratifications? Are theſe % 
_ cial and benevolent affections natural to men? 
'The Father of their ſpirits, who hath plant- 
ed theſe kind affections in them; and cauſed 
them to find their own greateſt ſatisfaction, 
in promoting the ſatisfaction of others, muſt 
be in the greateſt degree benevolent, muſt 
| be infinitely kind. To deny this, would be 
as abſurd as to deny, that the ocean which 
t furniſhes every brook and river with _ 
r |? contains mere water than a ſmall brook ; 
e |} that the ſun which continually enlichtons 80 
? 1 whole world, hath in it more light, than a 
] lamp which enlightens a Narrow cell. 
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As the Prophet therefore in the name of 
Jehova reaſoned with the Iſraelites, that he 
might ſtrengthen their faith in the divine 
mercy ; Can a woman forget her ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſould not have compaſſion on the ſon 
of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will J 
not forget thee . We may with till ſtronger 
evidence reaſon, that kindneſs can never fail 
in the great Parent of mankind. Are ten- 
derneſs, compaſſion and generous kindneſs 
natural to every human heart, and planted 
in them by God; and cannot theſe friendly 
. uſctul affections: utterly fail in them, 
while men are men? And can hanevolence 
ſelf ever fail in the unchangeable God, the 
Author of the kind affections in men, and 
the common Father of us all? Should any 
therefore be tempted to doubt of the divine 
kindneſs and compaſſion, let them conſult 
their own boſoms, and aſk themſelves. 
Could not we, imperfect as we are, wiſh 
harm to others, unleſs we were prompted to 
it by damage and injury received from them; 
or by the view of ſome conſiderable advan- 
tage hence to ariſe for ourſelves ? Should we 
not rejoice to promote conſiderably the good 


Iſaiah xlix. 15. 
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of others, if we could do it without detri- 
ment, yea even with ſome loſs to ourſelves: 


eſpecially the good of our children? And 
can we doubt whether the Creator be abun- 


dant in kindneſs, from whom we derive 


theſe kind affections, who is alſo ſupreamly 
perfect and happy, and who can have no 
Intereſt oppoſite to the general good of his 
creatures his children, and never ſuffer by 
promoting it? Or can we with any appear- 
ance of reaſon ſuſpect, that he can be de- 


ficient in mercy, and unready or undelighted 


to promote their well-being, whenever they 
are qualified to be fayoured by him ? Is not 


our divine Maſter s reaſoning concluſive "ol 


ye being evil yet give good gifts to your 5 


dren, bow much more will the beſt of Beings, 


your heavenly Father, give geod things to then: 


who aſe him? * 


And 3 that + moral ſenſe, which is na- 


| Zural to men, and found in all uncorrupted 
minds, by which they are immediately de- 
termined to approve compaſſion and gener- 


* Matthew vii. II. 


f In proof of this, ſee Hucheſon's Inquiry concerning | 
moral Good and Evil. Sect. 1. 
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ous kindneſs in themſelves and in Gert; 
and to diſlike and condemn the contrary af- 
fections: is another ſtanding proof of the 


Creator's benevolence. For he thus recom- 


mends to his creatures the cultivation and 
ecxertion of their kind affections, and diſſuades 

them from an oppoſite conduct, as they va- 

lue their own inward approbation, a ſource 


of the moſt exquilite ſatisfaction ; and as 
they would deſerve and enjoy the love and 
eſteem of others: and avoid the ſhame and 


pain of condemning themſelves, and of know- 


ing themſelves contemptible or odious. 


This moral ſenſe differs from reaſon and 


conſcience, as an inſtinctive ſelf-love differs 


from a rational; being a ſudden impreſſion, 
or determination on the firſt ſight of the ob- 
ject or diſpoſition, preventing conſideration, 
and uſually ſtrongeſt and moſt felt in young 
and tender minds, who reflect the leaſt. Do 
we then naturally and on the firſt view ap- 


prove and admire the benevolent and diſin- 
tereſted man, the lover of his country, and 


the friend of mankind; and as naturally diſ- 


_ approve and even abhor the ſelfiſh and cruel 


wretch, 


2 Divine Perfection. rt 


 wretch, who feels only for himſelf, is only 
concerned for his own little intereſts, and 

regardleſs of the diſtreſſes of others: who 
for the ſake of ſome profit to himſelf, can 


make others wretched to a great degree, or 


ſport with their miſery? The God who 


hath made us thus ſenſible of the amiable- 


neſs of a benevolent temper, and of extenſive 
kindneſs, certainly himſelf diſcerns it, and 
in conſequence, as he always does what he 
approves, will be in a greater degree kind 
and according to his _ that is s infinitely 
beneficent. 


Again, our moral ſenſe and natural deter- 
mination to eſteem and love goodneſs in 


every intelligent being, and to deteſt the 


contrary temper, may be further improved 
into a ſtrong argument, that our Creator is 


benevolent in the greateſt degree; ſince other- 


wiſe he would have formed us to diſapprove 


and be averſe to himſelf. The rational fa- 


culties by which we can diſcover God our 


Maker, his adorable per fections, our depen- 
dance upon him and obligations to him, are 
a clear proof that our Maker deſigned us for 
religion; and wills that we ſhould employ 


Our 
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our underſtandings i in contemplating his ex- 
cellencies and his works, and our hearts in 
adoration, gratitude, love and truſt. But could 
it be ſuppoſed that the ſupream Being was 
deſtitute of benevolence; he would have 
formed us incapable of a religious regard to 
himſelf, having formed us to eftecra and 
love only thoſe characters in which benevo- 
lence prevails, and to deſpiſe and deteſt the 
contrary. And to compleat the abſurdity, 
could we ſuppoſe God to be deſtitute of good- 
neſs, and at the ſame time to form rational 
creatures with a prevailing determination to 
approve goodneſs, and condemn and abhor E 
an intelligent being void of it; we muſt ſuſ - 
poſe him to condemn himſelf; ſince the 
judgment which men zaturally form, is the 
judgment of the aulbor of their nature. 


We therefore with great reaſon conclude, ; 
not only from the numberleſs beneficial ef- 
fetts of the kind affe&ions, and moral ſenſe, | 
planted in us, that the Former of the human 
ſoul is benevolent in the higheſt degree, but | 
"alſo from his forming us ſen/ible of a worth 
and excellence in this diſpoſition, which proves 5 
that he himſelf diſcerns and poſſeſſes it in the F 
higheſt degree of perfection. . 
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3. All the <vorks of God throughout this 


immenſe univerſe, as far as we are acquainted 
with them, abundantly prove his goodneſs, 


and that hrs tender mercies are over then all. 
The infinite varieties of creatures which he 
hath produced, the infinitely various pourers 


and capacities of god which he hath formed, 


and the immenſe quantities of good he hath 
every where provided for ſupplying them, 
proclaim his zreaſures and his bounty to be 


infinite. We readily and reaſonably con- 


clude, that an intelligent agent, who in his 
general conduct does beneficial actions, and 
communicates good; de/zgns it, and is bene= _ 
volent. Eſpecially when we have 70 reaſon 

to conclude, that he 1s prompted by other 

views; and when his inſtances of apparent 
kinda are great and zumerous, and his 
_ courſe of beneficence has been lng continued. 
Let us apply this reaſoning to the works and 


conduct of the Deity, and we ſhall find the 


evidences of his benevolence irrefiſtible. 


If to form oe creature capable of good, 
and to ſatisfy it, be an inſtance and proof of 
goodneſs; to produce, for many ſucceſſive 
98G, creatures in ite numbers, each ca- 

pable 
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pable of numerous enjoyments, and continu- 
ally to ſupply them with proper good—this, 
if I may uſe the phraſe, is an njinte prog, 
that the univerſal Creator is good, infinitely 
benevolent. Every creature then which we 
| behold, pleaſed in its exiſtence, and furniſh- | 
ed with proper enjoyments, is a proof, that 
this perfection belongs to the Creator. And 
how innumerable are theſe proofs, which 
our eyes continually behold, wherever we 
dire& them ; and which mankind have en- 
joyed ſince the formation of our world. To 
illuſtrate this proof af large will be my bu- 
ſineſs, when I treat the next general head; 
'tis therefore but juſt named here, and we 
proceed to a 


Fourth argument drawn from the * cauſes 
of 21]-will and hatred; for if we cloſely con- 
ſider theſe, we ſhall clearly diſcover, that 
they can have no place in the great Firſt Cauſe, 
and that God therefore mult be perfectly and 

 ſupreamly good. The want or defire of ſome 
good, which cannot be attained but by the 
deprivation or ſuffering of others, the /uffer- 
ing by means of others, or the being ſome 
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way wretched; theſe are the principal cauſes 


of hatred and malevolence. The moſt ill- 
natured and abandoned of mankind would 
not wiſh or do miſchief to others, if they 


were intirely eaſy in themſelves; and if they 


could attain what they defire without hurting | 
others; and were exempt from fearing, or 
ſuffering evil by them. And none of theſe, 


or if there be other excitements to malevo- 


lence, no other can be ſuppoſed in the Deity. 
He is almighty and ſesfeſi HAclent; he can there- 
fore feel no wants or pains, which ſhould 
excite him to relieve himſelf by hurting 


others; nor can he have any deſigns for bis 
own gratification, to be ſerved by the ruin 
of his creatures. His infinite wiſdom will al- 


ways direct him to chuſe the bet ends, and 
the fitteſt methods for effecting them; and in 


union with almighty power muſt raiſe him 
above all oppoſition, and make him always 


able to accompliſh his defigns without injury 
to any, Whenever therefore he inflicts pain 
and evil upon his creatures, tis not done to 
gratify ſome uneaſy paſſion in himſelf, or for 


any pleaſure he can take in their miſery ; but 
for the prevention of greater evil in them, or 


in the world, 
a 


46 Goodneſs proved to be 


"Tis then a moſt certain and moſt en- 


| couraging truth, that as an infinitely wiſe 


_ God ever diſcerns, approves, and chuſes, 


what is moſt worthy to be choſen and done; 


and benevolence is evidently a moſt excel- 
lent diſpoſition, and doing good the beſt ex- 
ertion of intelligence and power; and as he 


can have no temptation * to act in contradio- 


tion to that which he himſelf approves, and 


| hath formed his rational creatures to approve, 
and of which he hath ſhown in his works 


his approbation, in infinite inſtances : ſo he 


will always do what is beſt, and moſt worthy 


of him, will ever delight in goodneſs, and 
be ever beneficent, and that his goodneſs and 
' mercy are therefore over all his works, are 2 


A and everlaſting : as | his being. 


To theſe proofs which reaſon ſupplies, let 
me add a few expreſs teſtimonies from holy 
ſeripture. When Jehovah appeared on 
Mount $S:inaz, to eſtabliſh his covenant and 
his worſhip with the Iſraelites, this was the 


character, under which he choſe to be re- 
garded and worſhipped by them: and de- 
tcending on a cloud of glory, he thus po 


* A5 . | 
claimed 


ex." 
— 
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cena his name: Jehovab, the God merci- 


ful and gracious, long -ſufferins, and abundant 


in goodneſs and in truth ; forgiving iniquity 
tranſsreſſion and fin. And when Solomon af- 


terward erected a magnificent temple for his 


worſhip, he choſe to take poſſeſſion of it 


under the ſame character. And it came t 


paſs, as they liſted up their voices, with the 
trumpets and cymbals and injiruments of 1 mu 
el, and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For be is 


GOOD, for HiS MERCY ENDURETH FOR 


EVER: that then the bouſe was filled with a 


cloud, even the houſe of the Lord x. Theſe 
teſtimonies are the more remarkable, as 
they are not declarations of ſome perfection 
of the Deity, relative to a particular occa- 
fion ; but publick and folemn declarations of 
that charbeder, under which Jehovah choſe 
to be regarded and worſhipped by men. 
And that none from his diſtinguiſhing fa- 
vours to 1/-ael might conclude, his benignity 
was confined to them; the fame ſcriptures 


declare, that be Ift not bimſelf without 
witneſs to the nations; in that be did them 


good, and gave them rain from heaven and 


H Seaſons : filling their hearts with food 


4 Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. * 2 Chronicles v. 2; 
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48 Goodneſs proved to be 
and gladneſs. For the Lord is good unto all, 


and even his tender mercies over all his works, 


O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wiſe 
dom haſt thou made them all: the earth is full 
of thy riches. So is the great and wide ſea, in 


which are creatures innumerable, both ſmall 


and great. Theſe all wait upon thee, that thou 


 mayeſt give them their food in due ſeaſon : thou 
openeſt thy hand, they are filled with good*. And 


the divine goodneſs is declared, as extending 


not only to the obedient, but to /inners. 
+ Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive, 
and plenteous in mercy to all who call upon thee. 
The Lord is gracious and full of compaſſion, 
flow to anger and of great mercy. I Good and 
upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach 
ſinners in the way. || He will not always chide, 
neither will be keep his anger for ever. He 
bath not dealt with us after our ſins, nor re- 
awarded us according to our iniguities; but as 
the heaven is high above the earth, ſo great i, 
his mercy towards them that fear him. & If 
the wicked ferſuke bis way, and the unrighteous 
man bis thoughts, and turn unto the Lord; be 
will have mercy upon him, and will abundantly 
* pfalm civ. 24. + Pſalm Ixxxvi. 5. 


+ Pſalm xxv. 8. ] Pſalm cilii. 10. — F Iſaiah 
R. 7, rein. 22. 32. 
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pur dam him. * And God ſo loved the world, 
= when ſinners and enemies, that he gave his only 
2 begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting ] e. 
'Y = my therefore GoD 18 LovE. = 


Let me conclude at preſent with one re- 
eckion, upon what has been offered to your 
* in proof of the Divine Goodneſs. 


"edt if 
3 © IE 


Have we ſuch full evidence that +00dnefs 
belongs to God, and in particular that he is 
ever diſpoſed to aſſiſt and promote the mo- 
ral improvement of his rational creatures; and 
to communicate all that happineſs, which by 
a right temper and conduct they ſhall be- 
come qualified to enjoy? Let this render 
our endeavours to approve ourſelves unto God 
A in the practice of all piety and virtue chearful 
and confant; and regulate all our expecta- 
ions from him. What can be more encou- 
1 raging to our endeavours of pleaſing God 
Z than this aſſurance, that we ſerve a father 
and a ſovereign, upon whoſe benignity we 
way intirely depend, for aſſiſting and accept- 
ing every well meant effort; for promoting 


8 — „err err #4 AT, 
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9 John iii. 16. Romans v. 8, | 1 John iv. 9. 10, 
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50 Goodneſs proved to be 
our own improvement, or the good of others? 
Who will make every gracious allowance for 
difficulties and diſadvantages; knowing our 
frame and remembering we are duſt. Who will 
not only overlook mercifully leſs voluntary 
defects; but fully forgive even wilful tranſ- 
greſſions, if we repent, and return to our 
duty. Who will ſuffer no fincere deſire or 
purpoſe of pleaſing him, or doing good to 
men, to paſs unnoticed or unrewarded. And 
who will recompence us at laſt, not accord- 
ing to the meanneſs and imperfections of our 
ſervice and obedience ; ; but according to the 
eſſential goodneſs of his nature, and the im- 
menſe riches of his bounty; with the poſſeſ= 
ſion of all the bleſſedneſs, which the noble 
capacities he hath given us can receive, and | 
which our improvement of them ſhall qua- 
lify us to enjoy. We ſhould therefore ap- 
ply ourſelves to ſtudy and practiſe religion, 
not with reluctance and dejection, but with 
alacrity; as perſons who are learning the way 
to happineſs preſent and future, from the un- 
erring wiſdom of the beſt of fathers; and 
ſure of attaining it under his favour and guid- 
ance, if not inexcuſably wanting to him and 
to ourſelves, We may ſtrive in vain to pleaſe 
the 
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the greateſt and beſt men; our ſervices may 


be overlooked or miſrepreſented; or partial 


favour may confer on others the rewards, 


Which we have deſerved. And the beſt 
things, which their warmeſt affection. can 
give, are inconſiderable and momentary. 


Whereas if we are ſincerely devoted to the 
ſervice of God, if we honeſtly ftrive to im- 
prove our minds in virtue and piety, and to 


do good in our ſtations; he who, ſees the heart 


knows and approves our ſincerity. And as 


His treaſures are infinite, and his goodneſs and 
dominion everlaſting ; he will cauſe us to feel 
the effects of his gracious acceptance, and 
unchanging benignity, in our everlaſting fe- 


licity. And of this we are as ſure, as that 
the God who hath formed us to diſcern the 
excellence, and approve the beauty of bene- 
volence, muſt himſelf diſcern and approve 
theſe; and the God who hath formed us to 


deſire and delight in the good of others, hath 
in himſelf an infinitely larger fund of bene- 
volence, than he hath communicated to us, 
and to all the millions of mankind. 


This view alſo of 8 God 
ſhould regulate our eons from him. 
S pu 1 le 


52 Goodneſs proved to be 
The goodneſs, which hath been proved to 
be a divine perfection, is not, you muſt have 
obſerved, a blind undiſtinguiſbing fondneſs, or 
an unguided propenſity to communicate good 
alike to all; whether deſerving or undeſerv- 
ing, grateful or ungrateful. It is the bene- 
volence of the wiſe/?, as well as the beſ# of 
| fathers and ſovereigns; who communicates 
happineſs to his rational creatures, according 
to their improvement of the moral abilities 
which he hath given them. We muſt be 
reverent, grateful and ſubmiſſive to our hea- 
venly Father, and equitable kind and benefi- 
cent to our fellow creatures, children of the 
ſame parent; if we would be treated by him 
as approved and beloved children. We muſt 
_ cultivate the noble powers which he hath 
given us, and eſtabliſh a diſpoſition for the 
ſatisfactions of knowledge, goodneſs and de- 
votion ; if we would be fixed by his favour 
in a ſtate, wherein the compleat poſſeſſion of 
theſe ſatisfactions will make us fully and for 
ever happy. For the ſame reaſon that God 
is good, and kind and equitable, he will be 
diſpleaſed with his rational creatures, who 
have contracted oppoſite diſpoſitions, with 
che ſelfiſn, uncompaſſionate, inhuman, un- 


juſt, 


23 4 8 


| a Divine Perfection. 33 
juſt, malicious, and revengeful; with all, 
who inſtead of loving goodneſs and delight- 
ing in beneficence, delight in vexing and in- 
juring thoſe with whom they are converſant; 


or, who giving themſelves up to mean incli- 
nations, incapacitate themſelves for the noble 
ſatisfactions which he deſigned for their 


happineſs, 


Let none therefore indulge a hope, that 
they can be objects of the divine compla- 
cency, till their temper and conduct are ſuch 


as a moſt 25%, as well as benevolent Being, 
can approve. Let none hope to enjoy a bleſ- 
ſedneſs ariſing out of the perfection of their 


nature, but after a diligent cultivation of . 


their rational and moral powers; and in con- 
ſequence of that prevailing purity, righteouſ- 
neſs, charity and devotion; which, according 
to the conititution of our nature, prepare 
us to enjoy the perfection of bleſſedneſs to 
eternity in the perfection of theſe diſpoſi- 
tions. This is the order eſtabliſhed with re- 
gard to moral agents, by their moſt wiſe and 


good Creator. We muſt deſerve well , if 
we would fare well; and be W in our 


* | Revelations i lll, 4. 
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tempers to 


rational and divine felicity, if 
we would enjoy it. From this order he 

will never devi and all hopes built on the 

contrary ſuppoſition muſt end in confuſion 

and deſpair. * Without holineſs no man ſhall 
fee the Lord. Let our hopes therefore che- 

riſh and eſtabliſh the love of God, and of 

=. goodneſs in our hearts, and they will never 
make us aſhamed + ; but be greatly exceeded 
by the benignity of our heavenly Father; and 
conſummated in our final perfection and fe- 
Reit. Amen! | CE, 3 
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SERMON Ill. 


The . of God, as Creator, 
illuſtrated i in various Inſtances. 


PSALM exly. 9. 


The Lord i is good to all, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all bis rs. 


PROM the deſcription and u of the 5 
Divine Goodneſs, our method leads us, 5 


Ul. To illnfrete: it, by direQing 5 your 
thoughts to to an attentive conſideration of 
ſome of the principal inflances of the good- 
_ neſs of the Deity, which come within the 
reach of our obſervation ; and juſtify us in 


cConcluding, that his tender mercies are over 


all bis works, Let us in this inquiry follow 
the common diviſion of the works of God, 

as Creator, Preſerver, and Redeemer ; and 
obſerve and admire Hs goodneſs diſplayed in 


them all, 
1. The 
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1 * The Gooaneſs of Ged, as Creator, 


1. The works of Creation manifeſt the 
hoandieſ benevolence of the great Original 
of being, life and happineſs. * He made all 


things, the heaven f heavens with all their 


bofts, - the earth with' all that thereon are, the 
fea with all | thatitherein live, and he preſerv- 


eth them all. With reaſon therefore all the 


bot , Heaven worſhip bim; whoſe goodneſs 
is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. The 

univerſe, when we have carried our ſearches 
and diſcoveties to the fartheſt extent, not 
only appears great above our largeſt compre- 
henſion; but to extend even A infinitely be- 
yond all we have diſtinctly diſcovered. As 
far alſo as our obſervations reach, the ma- 
terial univerſe appears fitted to receive and 


ſupport livin g creatures, capable of action 
and enjoyment. The fixed ſtars, ſo many 


ſuns, are evidently | formed to communicate 


light and, warmth. to ohe ſeveral 1 of 


* Nehemiah 156 e gt arbioagt 71. 3 
+ The number be ines diſcovered by 5 ke, 


within a ſmall part of one conſtellation, is greater than 
that of all the ſtars viſible to the naked eye. And the 
white neſs of the milty way is occaſioned by ſuch pro- 


digious numbers of theſe heavenly bodies, as no art can 


count. And yet in all probability we do not ſee the half, 


nay not the thouſandth part of what the heavens contain. 


See Derham's Aſtro, Th. b. 2. and Spectator, vol. viii. . 
No. $55: 


planets 


EE > tas bo 


|  Hluftrated in various Inſtauces. "WF 


_ planets depending on them; as the various 
planets attendant on our ſon are to- receive 
light and warmth from him. And if we 
judge according to analogy, which is evi- 
dently reaſonable in regard to the works and 
diſpenſations of a God, who is perfect rea- 
ſon; from the numbers of creatures enjoying 
life and good on our globe; we may cer- 


tainly ode that this immenſe univerſe 


is every where abundantly ſtocked with ani- 
mals, of various ranks, enjoying each their 
proper good. For as the great Author of 


all, who is ſupreamly perfect, abſolutely ſelf- 


ſufficient, and happy in himſelf, could have 


no conceivable motives to form ſenſitive and 


intelligent creatures, but to communicate to 
them the good of which he makes them ca- 
pable; ſo immenſurably great as the extent of 


On * 


his creation, and infinite as the numbers of 


creatures qualified for enjoying good, with 


which he fills the whole, muſt be his bene- 


volence. The cauſe for greatneſs muſt be 
egual to the et; and as high, yea im- 
menſely higher than are the viſible heavens 
above our earth, muſt the goodneſs of the 


Father of the univerſe riſe above our 


thoughts, 


Let 


| $8 The Goodneſs of God, as Creator, 
L.et us therefore, that we may exalt our con- 
cCeptions of the divine benevolence, 1. Raiſe 
our views and our thoughts to the heavens, | 

and in a clear night attempt to count the 

fears, or rather ſuns which ſhine in them. 
* Phuloſophy,. on the evidence of many re- 
peated obſervations, aſſures us, that the fixt 
ſtars, though by reaſon of their vaſt diſtance "# 
from us they appear but as ſparkles of light, 
are really ſo many ſuns; diffuſing like our 
ſun light and warmth in immenſe quantities 
all around them; and therefore are in all 
Probability attended by planets or worlds, as 
our ſun is attended, to receive their benefi- 
cial influences: and that theſe various worlds 
are filled with living creatures, as our earth 


certainly is, to enjoy them. Otherwiſe they | 


would be made in vain; which cannot be 
ſuppoſed of the works of an infinitely wiſe, 


as well as benevolent Deity. In reaſoning | 


after this manner we are warranted by the 
prophet Iſaiab f, or rather by Jebovab him- 
ſelf ſpeaking by this prophet. For thus ſaith 

the Lord who created the heavens, God bim 
ſelf uh formed the earth and made it; be cre- 
3 it not in vain : he formed it to be inha- 


# Vide Huygen's Coſmotheoros, + xlv. 18. 
'6 bited. 
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; bite J Now if according to this declaration 


of the Creator himſelf, our habitable earth 
would have been made in vain, if it had not 


been furniſhed with proper inhabitants, to 
enjoy and to admire the inſtances and effects 


of the divine wiſdom, power and benevo- 
lence: for the ſame reaſon there are planets 
formed to roul round other ſuns, and receive 

their light and warmth, as there are planets 


EF tnown to revolve round our ſun, And for 
the fame reaſon will the Creator Fart al 


theſe with ſuitable inhabitants, enjoying life 


: and good; ſince otherwiſe they would have 


been made in vain: a ſuppoſition rejected by 
the univerſal Creator, as repugnant to his 
wiſdom and goodneſs. 


Lebus then, after having without ſucceſs 
laboured to count the ſtars, which ſparkle 
to our view in the boundleſs heavens, reflect, 
that the curioſity, {kill and attention of in- 
quirers into the works of God, have by their 
glaſſes diſcovered innumerable more ſtars, 
than thoſe which we can ſee with anaffiſted 
eyes; and that as they improve their tele- 
ſcopes they ſtill diſcover more: and that 
therefore with the higheſt probability they 


conclude, 


{ 

| 
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conclude, there are innumerable ſtarry worlds, 


placed beyond the reach of the beſt tele- 
ſcopes which human art can invent. And 
when. we have ſtrongly affected our minds 


with theſe conſiderations, we ſhall be pre- 


_ pared to enter with proper ſpirit into the de- 
vout ſentiments of David, and with him cry 
out: * O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is 
thy name in all the earth, thou haſt ſet thy glory 
above the heavens! When we confider thy 
| heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; what is 
man that thou art mindful of him, and the ſon 
of man that thou viſiteſt bim! How far ſur- 
paſſing our comprehenſion the goodneſs, 
which gave exiſtence to all theſe ſuns and 
worlds, and to all their inhabitants, which 


attends and ſupplies theſe infinite varieties of 


creatures; compared with whom, all the na- 
tions of the earth are but as a drop of the bucket, 
or the ſmall duſt on the balance! How un- 
bounded the benevolence of the Creator, who 


is good unto all theſe, whoſe tender mercies are 


theſe countleſs worlds, that he might make 


5 happy the creatures whom he hath placed 


in them. 
0 LS viii. 
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We find in this globe of ours, both the 
earth and the waters inhabited throughout. 
Every portion of matter, when. we view it 
with proper glaſſes, appears to abound with 
life; and inſects beyond our numbering 
| foarm, and are maintained upon a, ſingle 
Leaf. As we have therefore from analogy 
ſtrong reaſons for concluding, that all the 
other worlds created by the fame God are 
alike inhabited, and abundant in life and 
good, and as we know the tribes of animals 
inhabiting our globe to riſe far beyond all our 
powers of numbering—let us endeavour with 
_ 7 correſponding veneration to praiſe and adore 
the immenſe benevolence of the Creator, awhs 
15 = giveth to all theſe life and breath and all things. 
l bo can by ſearching find out God? who can 
And out to perfeftion the almighty and all be- 
. |= nevolent Creator? They are a very ſmall 
f, Y part of his ways, which we at preſent know ; 
but the zhunder of his power, and the full ex- 
o tent of his wiſdom and goodneſs, what man 
re | 3 O angel can comprehend ? „För 


= = 2. There are beings I in es :cellence of na- 
d ture far ſuperior to mankind, by revelation, 


62 We 2 of Gd, 48 Creator, 


which aſſures us of their exiſtence, ſtiled 
angels ; the multitude of whom nd man can 
number, and each of them, by the high de- 

grees of perfection and felicity which they 
have received from the great Farther of ppi- 
rits, a glorious proof of his unbounded be- 
nevolence. If to create the ſmalleſt capacity 


of enjoyment and to fill it, be an inſtance of 


kindneſs; what an adorable inſtance of the 
divine benevolence is the creating and mak- 
ing happy an angel, yea innumerable angels, 
formed with ſuch large capacities for a di- 
vine and immortal felicity *, and after a pro- 
per time of trial, eftabliſhing them in per- 
fection and bleſſedneſs for eternity ? 


The 8 bs an the glorious pre- 
ſence of God, are in the viſions of Daniel 
and St. John declared to be + thouſands of 
thouſands, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand. 
And how immenſe the quantity of good and 
happineſs enjoyed by all theſe whom the in- 
ſpired writers deſcribe as I excelling in wiſ- 
dom, power, goodneſs, and cevotion; and as 
employed by ime Donrengy of the univerſe 

Luke xx. 36. F. Daniel vii. 10. Reve- 
lations v. II. t Pſalm ciii. 20. Hebrews i. 14. 
in 


K 


illuftrated in various Inſfances. 63 
in * managing great empires, as bebolding the 
face of God, being allowed immediate acceſs 
to his Majeſty, favoured with bright and 
large diſcoveries of his perfections and works, 
T and employed in executing grand deſigns 
of the divine providence: as ever doing bis 
= commandments and hearkning to the voice of 
XZ his word. How boundleſs muſt we own 
the benevolence, as well as power and wiſ- 
dom of the Creator, who out of nothing pro- 
X duced all theſe noble beings, made them ca- 
paäable of an approved piety and obedience, 
and a confirmed rectitude; trained them to 
the perfection of theſe; and now continu- 
ally fills their large faculties with happineſs, 
and will fill them to eternity! With reaſon 
1 doth the royal poet call upon them to cele- 
„brate their and our Creator. I Praiſe him 
4 bis angels, praiſe him all his beſts. With 
4 what rational and high delight may we con- 
= ſider God their Father, as car Father; and 
= this goodneſs which hath thus abundantly. 
. |7} communicated life and happineſs unto them 
as inexhauſtible, unchangeable, and ever- 
1 laſting; and therefore as equally able and in- 
£2 clined to make us happy to the extent of our 
— . ie Janjel > 13. $ Matthew xviii. 10. 
- 7 Revelation, chap, vi, vii. XC. + Pſalm cxl-iii. 2. 
1 | J | „ pa- 


6 4 J. he Goodneſs of God, 0s C featos, 
capacities, if we endeayour to reſemble then | 
in rectitude and devotion ; ſtriving to do the | 


oil of God upon earth, as it is _ oy then | 
in beaven heb 


—— — — ent 
. <a „ 


GS exiſt ſach beings, noble inſtances and 
I objects of the divine benevolence ; with the 
1 teſtimony of revelation; we ſhall find reaſon, 
| if we conſult it, concurring. + We may 
obſerve a gradual riſe in the creatures of 
1 God, from thoſe which poſſeſs the loweſt | 
11 3 bepives of animal life, as the oyfler or Worm; 
| to creatures, which in their ſenſitive bowen 
equal man, and in their appearances of ſkill, 
and the perfection of their inſtincts, approacd 
very near to his reaſon. And we find tl 
ſeveral claſſes of creatures filled with num. 
bers next to infinite, enjoying in their differ" N 
ent degrees life and good. And if we con- 
ſider farther, we cannot but obſerve, th Z 
there may be infinitely various aſcending d. 
grees of life, intelligence, moral abilities, al 
=—_ excellence, from man, to the moſt exalte'® 3 
5 and perfect beings, we Can ſuppole creates 


[ll To confirm us in the belief that me 3 
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L l! : * Matthew vi. 10. | | E 
ft + See Locke's Hum. Underſt, . 3. c. 6. ſ. 2. = 
b. + £106. - 


ble ſource of perfection and felicity. And 


have left no void below us, but filled the de- 


Th gel or ſpirit, whom we may call the firſt 
born of God, and the neareſt reſemblance 
= of the perfection and felicity of the eternal 
= Father, 


From the angels let us deſcend to cur own 


us, will afford more convincing proofs, and 


1 = 5 
ilfe. more ſtriking inſtances of the benevolence 


of the * Creator. Here 


3 inſtance and proof, that the benevolence of 
the great Father of lights is unbounded. The 
J | amazing greatneſs * of the ſun, at the loweſt 
computation exce-ding our earth one hun- 


* See Derham's Aſtro. Th. b. 7. c. I and 2. 


719 rated i in Various Tuftances. 3 
by the infinite Father of all, the inexhauſti- 


is it not then a rational concluſion, that the 
ſame almighty wiſdom and goodneſs, which 


ſcending ranks with creatures, have alſo fill- 
ed the higher ranks, nor left a next to in- 


finite void between man the loweſt of the 
> intelleQual orders, and the moſt exalted an- 


. 5 Item, and to our own world, and the inha- 
b bitants of it; which, being better known to 


3. The 1 preſents ſelf, as a glorious 


F deed 


66 The 2 of God, as Creator, 


dred thouſand times; the immenſe fores of 


light and heat repoſited in it, which for ſe- 
veral thouſand years have ſupplied various 
worlds, and innumerable creatures, and {till 


ſupply them without any ſenſible abatement; 
and it's ſituation in that part of the heavens 
and at ſuch a diſtance, where it might be 


the inſtrument of the moſt numerous bene- 
ficial effects theſe are inſtances of a moſt 
wiſe contrivance and moſt kind intention: of 


a fixed intention of doing the greateſt and 
molt laſting good, fince it has prevailed for 


thouſands of years, and ſtill prevails; and 
they muſt affect every mind that will at all 


attend to them. The beauty, fertility and 


| habitableneſs of our earth, and of all the pla- 
netary worlds, and the lives and enjoyments 
of all the infinite varieties of creatures which 


inhabit them, viſibly depend upon conſtant 
ſupplies of light and warmth from the ſun; 


and on the ceaſing of theſe, univerſal dark- 


neſs cold and death would prevail through | 


the ſyſtem, in the room of light, warmth, 
beauty, life and good. How immenſe and 


adorable then the benevolence of the Deity, | * 


who hath provided inexhauſtible ſtores of 


light and heat, and continually diſpenſcs 


them? 
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them? Who every inſtant, darts with in- 
conceivable ſwiftneſs infinite rays from the 
ſun, through the immenſe ſpaces of the hea- 
vens, and cauſes them all to obſerve thoſe 
falutary laws of divergency, reflection, and 
the like, which beautify and enliven the cre- 
ation; and who prevents their running to- 
gether as in burning glaſſes, and thus pro- 


ducing an univerſal conflagration ! 


Would he with juſtice be thought a great 
and generous benefactor, who ſhould ſup- 
ply the poor of a large kingdom at his own 
expence with fuel, throughout a ſevere 
winter? How immenſe then his bounty, 


who by the ſun enlightens, cheers and warms 
not one kingdom only and its inhabitants, 


but many kingdoms, yea various worlds; 


and in them infinite numbers of creatures ra- 


tional and animal: who hath done it for 


ages, and who ſtill does it, without any 
abatement in his treaſures or his bounty ? 


And when the beams of the ſun are with- 


drawn from one fide of the globe, that the 
other may receive the neceſſary ſupplies; how 


viſible the goodneſs, which hath appointed 


the moon to cheer the night, and to direct 
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63 The Goodneſs of God, as Creator, 
_ thoſe who are then called to action and la- 
| bour, without diſturbing the general repoſe, 


If therefore light be good, and it be a pleaſant 


thing to behold the ſun, if life and pleaſure are 
enjoyed all over our globe, and by parity of 
reaſon in the other worlds which roul round 
the (un, and all theſe depend for light and 
warmth on its rays: we muſt confeſs God 

is infinitely beneficent, who hath made an 
infinite proviſion of theſe, and who diſpenſes 
them continually every where. Who, in 
the language of our divine inſtructor, * cauſes 
bis fan to riſe continually on the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth his rain on the Juſt, and 


on the unjuſt Which minds me, 


4. Of the air and chants; to which let me 


add a general mention of the other parts of 


our world, ſince it would be endleſs to in- 


large on all the particulars; which, in their | 


ſubſervience to the good of the rational and 


ſenfitive creation, declare the boundleſs be- 


nevolence of the Creator. 


How 1 the air, thin enough to 


tranſmit the ſun's rays, and to furniſh for 


* Matthew v. 45. 
2 every 


1 


Hlyfrated in varicus Inſtances. 69 


every animal the breath of liſe; yet denſe 
enough to float the vapors, and bear them 
every where round the earth to water and 
inrich it! How refreſhing its gentle breezes 
amidſt the heats of ſummer; and how uſe- 
ful its ſtronger gales to aſſiſt human labours, 
to convey the largeſt fleets, and the heavieſt 
clouds, wherever they are wanted, and by 
looſening the roots of trees to render them 
more fruitful! Even the moſt violent and 
extenſive ſtorms are in their ſeaſons greatly 
beneficial, to purge moſt extenſively the air 
and preſerve it ſweet and healthful. How 
many the bleſſings alſo which it is inſtru- 
mental in conveying to mankind, as the con- 
veyer of ſounds, which are the baſis of the 
inſtructive and entertaining converſation, and 
of the ſoothing animating and even tranſ— 
porting melody; as well as advertiſements of 
| approaching good or evil! 


* —Y * 
rr 


3 The univerſal diſtribution of moiſture or 
1 water all over the earth is alſo as neceſſary, 
as of light, and heat, and air; for the nour- f 
iſhment of plants and animals. How viſible 
then the divine benevolence, in the forma- 


tion of the clouds, thoſe rivers s of God full of 
ELD At 2 _ water; 
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70 The Gooaneſs of God, as Creator, 


water; which he hath raiſed on high, and 


fitted to float in the thin air. Theſe viſiting 


all parts of the earth, convey every where 
refreſhment beauty and fertility ; and con- 


denſed on the mountains become alſo the 


ſources of thoſe ſprings and rivers, which 


produce verdure, plenty and riches wherever 
they run. How agreeably alſo do the clouds 
diverſify the face of the ſky, eſpecially when 
gilded and painted by the ſun's riſing or ſet- 
ting beams! What a reviving ſhade do they 


prove in ſummer, and how uſchully mode- 
rate the rigor of winter! 


What a ſtriking inſtance of the Creator's 


benignity the ocean, by the ſalt mingled with 


its waters preſerved from corruption; yet 


furniſhing by the aid of the ſun abundant ” 


ſupplies of Vie water, for the whole earth, 
and for all the plants and trees and animals 


upon it; yielding at the ſame time a conve- 


nient abode to innumerable. tribes of fiſhes, 
who cannot live out of the ſea, but ſport 


fall of life ard vigor amidſt its waves. The 88 


ſeas are dictributed through the whole globe, 


uniting the moſt diſtant nations in com- 
merce; and aſſiſted by the winds, with eaſe 
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Muſtrated in various Inſtances, 71 


convey the peculiar productions of one coun- 
try to be exchanged for thoſe of another ; 
and thus make them the common bleſſings 
of every induſtrious nation. 


. how beautifull varied is the face 


of the earth; and how / ful this variety for 
. ſuiting the different conſtitutions of plants 


and animals! The diverſity of mountains, 


plains, rivers, lakes and vallies, how pleaſ- 
ing to the eye in proſpect, as well as conve- | 
nient for diſtributing water every where. No 


part of the earth is deſtitute of many beau- 
teous and uſeful productions; and under its 


ſurface we find quarries, minerals, and me- 


tals, for infinite uſes, and in an unexhauſtible 


abundance. Many parts of the globe are 
even covered and loaded with uſeful produc- 


tions; and the art and induſtry which the 
leſs fruitful parts excite and require, improve 


ing both the {kill and ſtrength of their inha- 
bitants, this comparative {ſterility becomes 
the occaſion of their exceeding thoſe coun» 
tries in the conventencies yg elegancies of 


life; the mild climate or uit ſoil of 
which proving powerful temptations to idle- 


neſs, are inhabited by nations who enjoy little 


e ee more 
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more than the neceſſaries of life. Pat 
proof of this we need only compare the in- 


habitants of Britain and of Guinea, or of 


| the « countries near the Obio. 


Let er me Ka refer you. to your own. "obo 
ſervation, or to ſuch writers as Derham and 


Niewentyt, for innumerable. particulars of the 
inanimate creation, which manifeſt the kind- 
neſs of the Creator, and his concern for the 
well-being of the animal and rational world; 

and cloſe this part of the view of the bene- 


| ficial nature of the divine works, with two 


or three general obſervations. 


1. The 1%, and beneficial productions 
that fill the world are the effetts of general 
laws, whic h have been e/tabliſhed and obſerv= 

ed for thouſands of years ; and therefore prove 
the goodneſs of the Author and Maintainer of 


'theſe general laws, to be unwver/el, fixed and 
faſting. The laws according to which the 
ſun-beatns are darted, diffuſing every where 


light and warmth; and the laws according to 


which the earth is maintained in its place, 
and in its revolutions round the ſun, on 
which the beneficial ſucceſſions of the ſea- 


ſons, 


3 


fons, and of day and night depend—theſe 
laws have been conſtantly executed all over 
the globe ever ſince the creation. The ſame 
we can obſerve as to the /aw of gravitation 
in particular, which cauſing every portion 
and particle of matter in a ſyſtem to tend to- 
wards its center, holds together all the parts 
of our globe, gives ſtability to mountains, 
hills and ſtructures of every kind, raiſes the 


ſea in tides, and ſinks them again, drains 


the earth of ſuperfluous moiſture by rivers, 
raiſes the vapors, and brings them down 
again; and hath a great ſhare in producing 
nomen other benefits. "This law has 
prevailed for ages all over our world, and 
prevails through the material univerſe. This 


demonſtrates, that the alwiſe Creator, who 


firſt ordained, and who {till executes theſe 
laws, and confers theſe benefits, is not de- 
termined by uncertain humour, by capricicus 
malevolence, or the like; but by a ſfeddy and 
uni verſal benevolence : ſince he diſpenſes be- 
nefits for ages conſtantly and univerſally. To 


which we may add a conſideration, which 
will be inlarged on hereafter ; that the evils 


we meet with are not the ea effects of 
any eſtabliſhed general laws, but ariſe from 
1 5 = 
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74 The Goodneſs of God, as Creator, 

the accidental interfering of laws in the main 
| beneficial; the natural good effects of which 
laws overbalance beyond all compariſon the 
accidental evils. How trifling for inſtance 
are the damages occaſionally produced by 
ſtorms, if ſet againſt the benefits cauſed 
by the winds all over the earth? Or what 'Þ 
the miſchiefs accidentally done by fire, if 
compared with its infinite uſes? 1 


2. In proof that the earth; with the bene- 
ficial productions which fill it, are the ef- 
fects of a molt .wiſe Benevolence, we can 


obſerve; that with regard to ſeveral inſtances | 


wherein vain men have o&jeed to the works 
of God, and pretended to mend them, a far- 


ther inquiry, and an advancing knowledge 
of nature, have ſhown ; that had their pro- 
poſed alterations taken place, much %% good 1 
would have been produced, and Numerous 1 


evils have ariſen, * Witneſs the alteration = 
propoſed by thoſe, who would have had the 
. earth ſo placed, and ſo moved with regard 
to the ſun; ; that the days and nights ſhould 
always have been equal over the whole globe, | ; 
and as they fancy a perpetual ſpring flou- | ; 


See KylPs Exam, of Purnet's Theory. 


: e llhed 


 riſhed every where. Since in conſequence - 


 Huſtrated i in Various Inflances. "PF 


9 of ſuch an alteration, the greater part of the 
1 earth would have become uninhabitable; and 
. 1 the temperate climes, which are now the moſt 
> agrecable and fruitful, would have wanted 


warmth ſufficient for ripening the moſt uſe- 
ful fruits. Witneſs alſo the obiections from 
the ſame quarter againſt the formation of 
mountains and bills, without which we e could 
have had neither rains nor rivers——and 


againſt the /argeneſs of the ſca, hs had it 
been formed much leſs, we ſhould have 
| 4 wanted freſh water; ſince the exhalations 
[2 z from the ſeas are raiſed in proportion to their 


Vacha, not t their mw . and the like, 


75 The laſt PRO RY obſervation I would 


= make for illuſtrating the divine benevolence, 
in the conſtitution and furniture of our 
world, is this; that the Author of nature 
bath herein conſulted not only our neceſſities 
but our delight: and hath made the moſt 
= -Jeful things "the moſt. agreeable. The light 
2 fo neceſſary for directing our actions and pur- 
4 ſuits, is as pleaſing, as it is uſeful ; chearing 
1 the mind and beautifying the whole face of 


nature. 
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76 The Goodneſs of Gd, as Creator, 
nature. The graſs, which in ſuch plenty 


covers the earth, and which is the chief ſup- 
port of the brute creation ; greatly delights © 
mankind with its verdure and flowers. The 
trees, whoſe uſes are infinite for food, for: 
ſhade, for fuel, inſtruments, veſſels, ang 
buildings; delight us with their forms and 
regular proportions, and many of them with 5 
their gay bloſſoms and fragrant ſmells. The 
blo Meme alſo are as 2/%/ul as pleaſing, contain- 
ing in little the future fruit. The fruits of 
the earth not only nouriſh and refreſh man- T 
kind, but gratify the palate by their various 
taſtes, the noſtrils by their fragrance, and 7 
the eye by their beauteous forms and co 


lours. The large treaſury of waters which 


we call the ocean, fo neceſſary and uſeful . * 
when purged from their ſaltneſs by the ſun, = 


for ſupplying the clouds dews and rain; 


over the world. 


greatly delights the eye and the mind with © 
its vaſtneſs and motions. I need not en- 
large this article, as you may eafily purſue 7 
theſe hints, and with pleaſure obſerve your .” 
moſt benevolent Creator, conſulting not 


merely your Arbe; 7, but your hg all Þ 4 
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Prom viewing the inſtances of the divine 
0 benevolence: conſpicuous in the frame and 
furniture of the world, let us proceed to con- 
> ſider the benevolence of the' Deity as viſible 
in the merely ſenſitive, and in the rational 
> inhabitants of the earth; in their ſubſervi- 
ence to the life and enjoyment of whom, 

things inanimate can only be called good. 


We will begin with the merely animal 
- = creation, and obſerve as inſtances of his 
t > goodneſs, the countleſs numbers which the 
F + Creator hath introduced into life, and the 
s > full proviſion which he hath made for ſup- 
d > plying their wants, and gratifying their de- 
- =. fires, Every faculty for enjoying good, and 
every ſuitable object of enjoyment, are in- 
ſtances of the kind intention and bounty of 
„ the Giver: how numberleſs then are the in- 
ſtances and proofs, which the various tribes 
h of animals offer to our view, of the un- 
- 2 bounded generoſity and inexhauſtible trea- 
le 9 ſures of the great Creator. The number of 
ur living creatures is infinite, at leaſt greatly ſur- 
: I paſſing all our powers of numbering ; and 
2 equally great muſt we in all reaſon 3 
: ; ledge the wiſdom, power and benevolence 
nm ; of 
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78 The Goodneſs of God, as Creator, 
of God, who originally gave, and ſtill gives 
to all theſe, life, power, motion, and vari- 1 
ous appetites and deſires, in gratifying which 9 

they h various pleaſures: 


1 How numerous are the forts of animals, 


and how countleſs the particulars under each 


| ſort, wif ble to the eye; which graze the field, 


range the deſart, wing the air, people the 


hive or molehills, creep ſlowly upon the 


earth, or with a rapid motion divide the 
waters! The * ſpawn of one cod have been ; 
counted, and found to be many millions. The F 
ſheep which feed in the paſtures of Great 
Britcin, are alſo known to be many hundred 
thouſands ; the ſame is true of the larger cat- 
tle. And who can count the ſwarms of va- 
rious flies, which he ſees ſporting near the | 


waters in a ſummer-evening? What an in- 


exhauſtible fund of being and life muſt the 


_ Firſt Cauſe poſſeſs, who hath poured out for 


ſo many ages ſuch large ſtreams over our E 


earth, and who with an unfailing hand til! 
repairs the waſtes of time and death! And 
how unwearied and unchangeable muſt his 
benevolence be, who created all theſe facul- 
* See Spectacle of Nature, v. x. d. 13. ; 
ties, 


ties, and communicates all this life in order 

to the enjoyment of equal good ! For each 
individual, and all theſe various tribes of 
Creatures, are furniſhed with proper powers 
and inſtincts, for their own ſupport and pre- 
>: ſervation, and for continuing their ſpecies; 
they viſibly find pleaſure. in actions which 
preſerve or communicate life ; and by their 
ſportive play, or chearful [FR and the like, 
= manifeſt their ſatisfaction 1 in their exiſtence, 


| And if to theſe you add the infinite num- 
bers of little animals, which, though too 
ſmall to be ſeen by the naked eye, are yet 


made viſe ible to us by * glaſſes, and which 
ſwarm in hard and ſoft ſubſtances, in every 


kind of fluid, and in ſhort in all the regions 
of matter which we can examine, and which 
appear pleaſed with their exiſtence; how 
great, how immenſe muſt we conclude the 
benevolence of the eternal Source of life and 
good? How juſt the devout exclamation of 
the pious king ; +O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works! in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; 

the earth is full of thy riches! ſo is the great 
and wide ſea, wherein are creatures innumer- 


'® See Baker's Microſcopical Obſervations, 
1 Pſalm civ. aye 


able, 


$0 75 he Goodneſs of God, as Creator, 


able, both ſmall and great ; among whom is 
eſpecially remarkable the huge leviatban, 
whom thou haſt made to play therein. Theſe 
ait all upon thee, that thou mayeſt give them 
their meat in due ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thy 
| hand, and they are filled with good T his 
leads our thoughts, 


"2. To the other general inſtance of the 
divine benevolence, without which his giv- 
ing life to thoſe creatures had not been a 
good to them; the 7. proviſion he hath 
made to gratify their defires, and ſupply their 
returning wants. And muſt we not own the 


bounty of God infinite, awho openeth his hand, 


and ſatisfies the defires of every living thing ; 


| when theſe creatures, and their wants and de- 


| fires, are for number infinite? With what 
a plenty of herbage, leaves, berries, grain, 
and ſeeds, is the earth covered, continually 

produced by the divine willow: and power, 
for (ſupplying the various tribes of living crea- 
tures, who require vegetable food? And as 
various tribes of animals are ſupported by 
others of an inferior order ; how countleſs the 


numbers of the Ihwer orders, who ſerve for | 


their food; and who are themſelves fylly 
ſupplicq, 
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fupplied, till they become a prey! Can we. 


call the number of flies and inſets leſs than 
infinite, which ſerve for food to birds and 


fiſhes? If you obſerve theſe animals you will 
ſee, that they all appear to enjoy their Bo. 


iſtence, to be pleaſed with their proper food, 
and in their ſeveral ways to expreſs their de- 
light in their ſtate; and thus declare and 
prove the immenſe ſkill, power and bounty 
of God, who formed all theſe capacities of 
pleaſure, and who fills them all. 


Should any urge it as =o olieftion to the 


goodneſs of the Creator, that fo many Crea- 


tures are food to others, and deprived of life 
and good to ſupport them ; many to ſupport 
a jew in compariſon : we can anſwer, that 
this appointment, inſtead of being a diminu- 
tion of the divine glory, and a juit objec- 
tion againſt the extent of the divine benevo- | 


= lence, when the whole caſe is confidered, 


turns out a proof both of the immenſe riches 


and bounty of the Creator. Were animals 


to be ſupported ſelely by vegetable food, three 


parts in four of the creatures, which now 
lire and enjoy good, muſt not have exiſted ; 
ſince there would not have been either roam 


Ta > ͤĩ7ö9˙ 


| © 
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or occaſion for them : and the earth and wa; 


ters with their vegetable productions could 


not have ſupported them. And with reaſon 


therefore we aſk, ſuppoſing the life of the 
inferior orders of animals to be a good to 
them; is it not better for them to exiſt and 


enjoy life, though but for a month or a year | 


or Ho, ſhould they then be devoured, than 1 


not to have taſted life and pleaſure at all? 


Eſpecially ſince their joy in life is not palled 
by looking forward, and they apprehend not 
danger or death till immediately aſſaulted, 


and fear becomes uſeful for their preſerva- | 
tion. And if we farther ſuppoſe, the ſouls | 


of theſe animals, (for ſouls they muſt have, 
if they feel and enjoy good) to animate /e- 


veral bodies ſucceſſively ; then their dying as 
food to others, and in particular to mankind, 
will be found to prove greatly to their ad- 


vantage in point of good, For they thus en- 
joy in various ſucceſſions the prime of life; 


come to it continually with new reliſh, are 


fenced againſt many natural inconveniencies, 


have their wants ſupplied by the care and la- - 7; 
bour of mankind, and eſcape /ichneſs, natu- | ® 
ral decay, and the long pains of a lingering | 2 
death. Conſider the Jaeep, for inſtance, 5 
| 2 | you 


aluftrated in varicus Inſtances. 83 
you will find, that far greater numbers of 


them exiſt and enjoy good, than could have 
lived and been ſupplied, had they been with- 


out the care, defence and proviſion of man- 


kind, which ate now beſtowed upon them, 
in compenſation for the benefit we receive 


from them, particularly when they become 


our food. We muſt acknowledge then the 
countleſs numbers of living creatures, ſup- 
plied with good and enjoying it, to be ſo 
many inſtances and proofs of the unbounded 
benevolence of the Creator; while at the 


ſame time they declare him poſſeſt of equal 


wiſdom and power; who hath thus formed 


a plan for filling the whole earth with life 


and Pe and actually filled it. 


This may ſuffice 10 a brief illuſtration of 


the Divine Goodneſs, as evidenced by the 
world of mere animals: We ſhould next pro- 


ceed to the inſtances and proofs of the Di- 
vine Benevolence, which may be obſerved in 
the creation of mankind ; but reſerving theſe 
for ſome following diſcourſes, I wall now 


conclude with one reflection. 


What we bn juſt ſeen of the immenſe 


Was of the creation, and the innumerable 
9 — inſtan- 
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inſtances and objects of the divine goodneſs, 


- encourages our hopes for eternity, and opens 
aw inexhauſtible flore of rational entertain- 

ments for the pious and good, through all 
the ages of their immortal exiſtence, To 
make one intelligent being happy to eternity 
requires infinite goodneſs ; as the quantity of 


Happineſs ſuch a being will enjoy for ever 


may be reckoned finite. And that not only 


the greateſt conceivable, but infinite goodneſs 


belongs to God, is evident from the infinite 


Inſtances and objects of his benevolence, and 


ſupplies of his bounty, with which the im- 


menſe creation is filled: and this infinite 


goodneſs of the Deity is like his being un- 
changeable and everlaſting. That ſuch good- 


neſs therefore ſhould make rational crea- 


tures happy to eternity, whom he hath 
formed capable of living for ever, and of 


being happy for ever, is a reaſonable expec- 
tation; ſince it is a natural expreſſion and 


diſplay of a benevolence infinite and ever- 
laſting, and a completion of the deſign be- 
gun in the formation of ſuch creatures. Let 


0 
ä 


us therefore be careful, that we do not un- 


fit ourſelves for being made happy by a moſt 


wiſe and goad God, and diligently cultivate Þ 3 


that 


ö 
1 Y © 2 9 2 * * * br * "© * 
— eee "RES * ks - 5 | A 
* RNs, * 8 * - 


557 


2 
Wu 
Fl 

NY 
0 
b 

3, 


3 
. 


„ AE Oy Do AE aid IIS tl En co 
K ne et EB AO & I 
97272 EE Woe RL e IS 


that gratitude and love to him, and that re- 
ſemblance in a goodneſs warm and un- 


bounded, which will qualify us to enjoy the 


Proper happineſs of rational and immortal 


beings : and as the children of God, we may 


on ſolid grounds expect even everlaſting hap- 
prneſs from a Father of rnfirute and everlaſt- 
: mg goodneſs. 


And then we may be ſatisfied, that an 
unbounded univerſe filled with objects and 
diſplays of infinite goodneſs, can furniſh ob- 


je&s of delight, and materials of happineſs 


to every pious and benevolent mind to eter- 
nity ; nor can eternity exhauſt them. God 
hath given a houndleſs curiofity to the human 


mind, which will excite us forever to make 


new diſcoveries in the works of God; and 


every freſh diſcovery naturally excites new 
and high delight, gratifying our deſires 


of encreaſing knowledge. Our freſh diſco- 
veries of truth alſo improve the intellectual 
1 faculty, and excite ſtill higher admiration of 
the perfections of the great Creator, ang 
” thus fill the heart with a more exalted love i 

and devotion. There is alſo in the human 
4 ſoul a diſpoſition to an unbounded benevolence; 
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by which we are qualified to receive new 
and noble ſatisfaction, from the improve- 


ments and happineſs of every virtuous and 


pious mind throughout the creation, as we 


become acquainted with him. How num- 


berleſs then the ſatisfactions, which an ac 
quaintance with the coun?leſs myriads of angels,, 
an admiration and love of their moral excel- 


lence, and a joy in their happineſs will give; 
eſpecially when we find ourielves alike 
_ eſteemed and beloved by them. And what 


new objects of love and delight will open be- 


fore us to eternity, as we extend our ac- 


quaintance from world to world, with the 


worthy and happy minds which abound 
throughout all the immenſe creation of God; 


and which will employ the generous and 
godlike affections of our ſouls and thus 


make us happy to eternity, 


Let us therefore reſolutely reſtrain all 


thoſe narrow, ſelfiſh and brutal indulgences, 


which would incapacitate us for being hap- | 
py in mental and divine ſatisfactions; and | 
diligently cultivate a diſpoſition for the f. 


tisfactions of knowledge, devotion and ge- 


nerous kindneſs ; and then we may wii | 


tranl- 


number. 


a. 


illuſtrated in various Inflances, 8 * 


tranſporting pleaſure look forward to eter- 
nity, aſſured of finding for ever in the infi- 
nite diſplays of the divine perfections, and 


the infinite effects and objects of the divine 


munificence, new and exalted ſatisfactions 
L ſſatisfactions which will ever increaſe the 
perfection of our nature, and our qualifica- 
tion for, and our intereſt in the favour of 
a God infinitely and eternally benevolent : 
whoſe immenſe and unchangeable goodneſs 
will be a full ſecurity for our compleat and 
_ everlaſting felicity. 


"Theſe are not merely 
deſireable expectations, but ſuch as our hea- 


venly Father hath aſſured us, by the goſpel 


of his Son, he wiil make good, even to the 


imberfectiy if A r1cerely pious and obedient, 


May he bleſs "what has been offered to the 


making or continuing us all of this happy 
Amen! 
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Inſtance and Proof of the Divine 
2 


PsALM viii. 5. 


Thou haſt ade him a little lower than tbe 


angels, and haſt crowned him with Ser . 
and POROUT . 


N the preceding diſcourſe, the goodneſs 
of God, or his diſpoſition to communi- 
cate good to his creatures, according to their 
various natures and capacities, was illuſt- 
rated, as exerted towards the merely ani- 


mal inhabitants of our globe—my method 


now leads me to repreſent it, as diſplayed in 
a manner more glorious and intereſting, in 
the formation of mankind. Our bodily part 
allies us to mere animals, ſubjects us to their 
wants, and inclines us to their pleaſures. 


By 
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By our Spirits we are akin to angels, and 


ough-at-preſent God hath placed us a little 


| lower than them, yet if we cultivate with 
care our, nobler part, and purſue and enjoy 


the pleafures of the ſenſitive life, in a con- 


ſtant ſubordination to the ſatisfactions of 
knowledge, goodneſs and divine love; we 
ſhall ſoon riſe to their ſociety and employ- | 


ments, and become like them in perfection, 


bleſſedneſs and immortality “. 


How many the millions of men who now 
inhabit this earth, how countleſs the millions 


- which the Creator hath, in ſucceſſive genera- 
tions, introduced into life fince the firſt | 
man; and placed in a world, wherein by a 
right uſe of their bodily and mental powers, 
they might enjoy various pleaſures and great 
good, and prepare themſelves for immorta- | 
lity! Great as the quantities of good en- 
Joyed by them all, and as the larger portions | 


of good, which they might have enjoyed, 


right conduct during their ſtate of trial, 
Luke xx. 35. 


had they heartily complied with the deſign j | 
of their Creator ; and infinite as the degrees | 
of happineſs to eternity, for which, by | | 
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=. they might have prepared themſelves 
1 great is the benevolence of our Creator, who 
> hath formed all theſe capacities of good, 
' © with a deſign to fill them; hath abundantly 
> provided the ſupplies requiſite for the pre- 
f © ſent ſtate, and made men probationers for 

Immortality; that they might render them- 
=] 3 ſelves approved by him, and become Bleſſed 
or ever. How excellent then ſhould men 
confeſs his name in all the earth; while the 
glory of his goodneſs riſes above the heavens! 
V Let us deſcend to particulars, and confider 
the divine benevolence to mankind, as their 

2 Creator, Preſerver and Redeemer. 
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2 | The benevolence of our Creator appears 
„ in the formation, and furniture, both of our 
t. bodies and minds. 
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I. Our bodies or animal part, in their for- 
6 mation and furniture, prove the benevolence 
d, of our Creator to be immenſe. Our bodies 
n are indeed in many reſpects, /ihe to thoſe of 
mere animals; yet being deſigned for habi- 
af} tations and nftroments to ſouls of a higher 
l., order, they are in many reſpects advantage- 
ouſly drferenced from the bodies of brutes; 


to 
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to the praiſe. not only of the wiſdom, but E. 
kindneſs of our Former. Were we to take 
notice of every thing in our bodily frame, 
which proves the kind intention of our 
Maker, the detail would be endleſs; let me 
juſt mention a few . inſtances. 


| And __ ered? 7 Wm af. the 1 body 4 
frſt attracts our obſervation, which adds a 
d:gnity to man; and manifeſts, that his kind 
Creator made him to have dominion over 
the brutal creation; and which in conjunc- 
tion with his * hands qualifies him, under 
the guidance of his reaſon, to exerciſe this 
dominion, and richly ſupply bimſelf with 
the various conveniencies of life, ſuch as 
houſes, clothes, carriages, furniture, and the 
like. And theſe raiſe him in ſenſitive en- 
joyment many degrees above his ſubjects. 
By this ere#7 poſture, alſo he commands a 
larger view of his Creator's works here be- 
low, and is qualified to raiſe with eaſe his 


* ( By our hands we form houſes, clothes, inſtru- 
+ ments and furniture, and whatever miniſters to the 
* ſupport or convenience of life ; which without them 
©« we muſt have wanted: ſince a human intelligence 
united to the body of a brute, and deſtitute of hands, 
could not have formed or procured them.” See 


18 40 Memorub. Socratis. I. 1. c. 4. l. 4. c. 3. 
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eyes and his thoughts to the heavens, wa 


behold in them amazing diſplays of his un- 


bounded power, wiſdom and goodneſs ; and 


is thus prompted to purſue the ſatisfactions 
ariſing from an exalted veneration and love 
of the Deity, the fatisfaCtions of angels. 


Some minute ebllatophierk have indeed 
complained of the Author of Nature, as if 
he had been kinder to the brutes than to 
man, in cloathing and arming them; while 
man is born naked and defenceleſs, and left to 
provide his own clothes and armour. But 
this complaint is groundleſs. The reaſon 
which God has given to man, qualifies him 
to form the materials, with which the earth 
is ſtored, ſuch as flax, cotton, wool, furs, 
and the like, into convenient cloathing ; 
which he can lay aſide, when eaſe, plea- 
ſure, or health require it: and the Jabours 
of preparing which promote his health, im- 


prove his mind, and agreeably diverſify life. 


And the ſame reaſon is alſo his defence. He 
is not indeed naturally armed with the c/aws 
of an eagle, the talons of a lion, or the ſcales 
of a crocedile ; yet with the aid of his reaſon 
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and of his hands, he can form Fr PRI 1 
and armour, which render him ſuperior to 
the eagle or the lion, and more ſecure than 
the crocodile. Defenceleſs as he is repre- | 
ſented, yet by his {kill and ſtrength, and 
arms, he can not only conquer and deſtrß 
the moſt ſavage or powerful brutes, but 
tame them; and cauſe the fierceſt lions or 
| tygers to lick his feet. He can ride the ele- 
phant, and uſe his huge bulk and force as | 
a moving caſtle ; make the courage, ſtrength | 
and ſwiftneſs of the horſe his own, and pre- 


vail on the ox or rain-deer t to ſhare and eaſe 


is labours. 


The proportion of our bodies for largeneſs 


and ſtrength to the animals around us, is | 
another inſtance of the wiſe benevolence of |. 
our Former. Had we been much %, we 
could not have exerciſed dominion over them, | 
but ſhould have been an eaſy prey. Had we | 
been much larger, our wants would have 
been enlarged, more animals muſt have gied 


to ſupport us, or fewer men have exiſted, 


or theſe been worſe ſupplied tan they at 
"peekent are. 


Again, 
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Again, how wiſely benevolent does our 


RT Maker appear, who hath ſpread the ein all 
over the body, which gives beauty to the 

Whole, and covers and fences the fine veſſels 
beneath it; that would be injured, and give 
ils ſevere pains, if expoſed to the air. And 


though exquiſite art be viſible to the anato- 
miſt in the formation of theſe veſſels, and of 
the various interior parts of the human body; 
how kindly is it appointed, that the firſt 
ſight of theſe ſhould excite Horror; to pre- 
vent our wantonly wounding our own bodies, 

or the bodies of others, and e in their 
8 ? 


How many the wſes and pleaſures to which 
our ſenſes miniſter} And though inferior 
animals poſſeſs thoſe inftruments of good 
as well as men, yet upon an attentive obſer- 


vation we ſhall find, that by being made 
| 7 fubſervient to reaſon, our ſenſes become in- 


ſtrumental to many more valuable uſes and 
enjoyments, than the brutes derive from 
theirs. The organs of four of theſe, the 
fight, the bearing, the taſte, and the ſmell, 
are wholly ſeated in the head; where alſo 
the Faepe organ of the fifth is lodged, 

This 
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This elevated ſituation is manifeſtly the moſt |? 
convenient, for their diſcovering and recerv- | 
ing proper objects, and for. ſecurity. And 2 
how evident is the provident goodneſs, and 
tender care of our Maker, in the formation 
of the head; which being the treaſury of 
theſe moſt uſeful parts, whereon the life and 
pleaſure of man depend, he hath conſtituted 
of the firmeſt bone? The ſkull guards the | 
brain on every ſide; yet is perforated, where 
it was. neceſſary to give a paſſage to the | 
nerves, and admit information and pleaſure | 
from ſurrounding objects. : 


Muſt we not own-him a kind us well W 
ſkilful artiſt, who kindled thoſe brightly 
fires in the eyes; and gave to them, and to | 
the Jace, a power of expreſſing the ſentiments | 
of the mind, and of producing like agreeable | 
or uſeful affections in the beholders? How 
well contrived alſo the exhauſtleſs variety in 
the countenances of mankind! Who could 
have thought ſo /e features, and theſe ſo 
- fall, capable of this infinite diverſity, ſtill 
preſerving their general proportion: ſo that 
amongſt the many ml;ons of mankind, ſcarcs 
ten perions « can be found exactly reſembling 
one 


2 


— 


fu — Vw OQO &©o A 


a Proof of the Divine Goodneſs. 9x 
one another? And how kindly has our 
Creator thus prevented that conf ion in fa- 
milies, in commerce, and in the execution 


of juſtice, which might prove ſubverſive of 
ſociety; and thoſe diſtruſis and jealoufies, 


which would otherwiſe mar the tendereſt 
unions! 


How great the bleſſing of fight, and how 


immenſely good our Creator, who hath 


given, and ſtill gives it to countleſs m/ons ; 
and who hath filled the world with light, 


grandeur, beauty, and good, to employ and 


entertain it! How diſmal, helpleſs and dan- 
gerous, would our ſtate be, were we all, or 
generally blind; yea how impoſſible would 
it be for one generation or family to ſubſiſt? 
How great then the benevolence, which 
hath given this faculty to the whole race, 
with fo few exceptiens; as only ſerve to raiſe 
in the millions poſſeſſing it, a warmer gra- 
titude to the Giver, a higher apprehenſion 
of the worth of the gift, and more ſenfible 
pleaſure in poſlefling it. Our fight directs 
our ative powers, which without it would 
perpetually blunder or remain uſeleſs, guides 
us to good, or turns us aſide from evil. 


1 "OY 
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To theſe purpoſes it maſters: in . as 
well as in men; but in us it. ſubſer ves allo 
to a variety of rational pleaſures and im- 
provements, to which they are ſtrangers. 
By it we learn to admire and be delighted 
with the grandeur and beauty of the heavens 
and the earth, and with their various ſcenes, 
which the brutes look upon with a ſtupid 
„gaze, inſenſible of beauty and greatneſs, and 
undelighted with them. - By it we enjoy the 
numberleſs beauties of plants and flowers, 
the elegant and uſeful forms, the modeſt, 
ſweet, and amiable countenance, and all the 
delights of painting, ſtatuary, and architec- 
ture; and by it books and letters introduce 
into the mind all the improvements of ſci- 
ence, and the endearments of diſtant friend- 
ſhip. Theſe and various more pleaſures and 
advantages, our benevolent Creator conveys 
to us, through that delicate organ the eye; 

and with great wif om, as well as kindneſs, 
hath. he provided againſt. the various acci- 
dents, to which the delicacy of the eye ex- 
poles it; placing it high in the body, and 
guarding it on both 905 with ſtrong bones, 
lodging it deep enough for ſecurity, Tac nct 

too deep for ſeeing all around. And to cloſe ÞY 

1 = | this 
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2 this article, may we not obſerve 4 tender, 
as well as provident kindneſs, in giving us 
* 7wo eyes; that if either of theſe moſt uſe- 


ful, but delicate parts, ſhould be injured or 


obſtructed, we in not be left in diſcon- 
n N 


The like kind precaution bath our Ctea⸗ 


tor taken, with regard to the next moſt uſe- 


ful ſenſe, our hearing, having given us all 


tepo ears, and in their poſition viſibly con- 
ſulted the ſecurity of this ſenſe, and its moſt 
extenſive utility. How advantageous the in- 


formation we receive by it of wood or evil, 
even at a great diſtance, for gaining the one, 


or timely providing againſt the other? Who 


can count the pleaſures and impr-ements, 
which this ſenſe conveys to the mind, from 


> inſtructive, agreeable, and friendly converſa- 


tions; of all which we had otherwiſe been 


| 2 deftitute? The pleaſures alſo of harmony, 

when muſic is applied to ſooth, animate, or 
exalt the mind, are many and great; yet in- 
|: conſiderable, if compared with the exquiſite 
|: delights, which this ſenſe conveys from the 


converſation of a friend, or with the im- 
provements and entertainments derived from 


; 2 the 
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: the diſcourſes of the wiſe and communica- 
| Conſider the diſconſolate and unim- 
e ſtate of perſons born, or by any acci- 
dent early become deaf, and hence learn 
gratefully to eſtimate the boundleſs benignity 
of the Creator, who hath permitted ſo few 
caſes of this ſort, for exerciſing the compaſ- 
ſion, and raiſing the gratitude of the thou- 
ſands, who enjoy — life the gift of 


hearing. 


The organs miniſtring to taſte and ſmell, 
by which we diſtinguiſh wholeſome, from 
_ corrupted and unwhol:ſome food, are kindly 
placed at the paſſage through which our 
food is admitted ; that we might be warned 
to reject what is unwholeſome, and be re- 
warded when with temperance we take the 
food, which for kind and quantity is proper 
to repair our bodies, and renew our ſtrength. 
Becauſe cloſely conantied with theſe, let: me 
here. take notice of the uſeful appetites of 
hunger and z/jrff. Our bodies require con- 
tinual repairs of meat and drink, and the 
world is furniſhed to ſupply the careful and 
induſtrious abundantly with them. By theſe 
importunate appetites we are admoniſhed, 

Wien 


I 


"I 
e 
e 
— * 
oF 5 * * 
1 
0 _— 
385 1 
7 
5 
1 22 
© IS 
$ v# 
„ 
7 9 5 
b- 2 Rs 
q . 
4197 
by + « * 
* 
7 
„ 
* * 
"+ 
9 5 
: 8 
>. 
= 
\ Fry 
* 
33 
x 
* 8 ware 
i TN 8 
: OY, 
F. N 
: * 
4 £350 
2 3 
5 2 
; 2 
9 
5 7 
oF 
* % 
I> 
2£ 
, 5 
225 
G4 yy 
. 2 
2 * 
73 
1 + 
>, 
4 K. 
9 © * 
* 
1 — 
. . ei 
* 
* * 
3 2 
1 7 
3 
; gf 
: 5 
"gh 
= 
1 
8 
LEE 
bz 
718 
by 
I 
3 
T >. 
2 vx 
a; 
BY 
4 a 
4 : \ 
4 F we 
5 I £62 
3 
, 3 
t TS 
* 
5 
5 pl, 
1 wm” =_ 
» WS of 
5 
4 
Lo 
© 
ey 
x 2 
8 
4 
. 248 
1 
; * 
0 93 
= 
LW 
. i 
Fes, i 
2 4 F 
3 
i: 


a Proof of the Divine Goodneſs. 101 by 


when ſupplies are wanted, and excited to the 


neceſſary care and labour for procuring them, 


and then rewarded with the pleaſures which 


attend a temperate gratification. Pleaſures L 


which in uncorrupted conſtitutions ſenſibly 
abate, and ſoon turn to diſguſt, when ſwal- 
lowing raore food or liquor would prove 
uſeleſs or hurtful. Were mankind left to 
the calm admonitions of their reaſon, many 


| 1 engroſſed by other ſtudies and purſuits would 


forget their bodies, and ſuffer them to p: riſh; 
and more through lazineſs. The benevolent 
Creator therefore; by theſe appetites conti- 
nually ſtimulates the lazy, and excites the 


inattentive, to procure and take in the ſup- 


ports neceſſary for maintaining this animal 


3 life; and thus qualifying themſelves to act 


the friendly and beneficial parts in human 


ſociety, which he hath appointed them dur- 
ing their ſeaſon of trial. | 


wh me add 550 the 00 of the vi- 


fible kindneſs of our Maker, in appointing 
the frequent pauſes when we ſteep, in the 
working this curious engine a human body; 
by which it is continually repaired, and ren- 
dered durable. Is it not a kind as well as a 


['s| 3 ers | wiſe. 
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wiſe appointment, that the gentle power of 
ſleep ſhould every night overcome us, and 
reduce us to a ſtate of inactivity? Reſpira- 
tion and nutrition, which are performed 
without our concurrence, are continued, be- 
cauſe neceſlary. Our ſpirits are renewed, 
_ our ſtrength recraited, and we are enabled 
to riſe with freſh vigour to our various em- 
ployments. By retiring alſo every night to 
a world of our own in dreams, the external 
world aſſumes in the morning the charm 
of novelty when we return to it; and pleaſes 
us more than it would have done, if with- 


out interruption we had beheld, and been 
_ converiant 1 in Re. 


But this bodily life, notwithſtanding all 
dur care, gradually decays and comes to a 
period, while the world ſtill continues ca- 
pable of ſupporting and delighting innume:- 


able inhabitants. The benevolent Creator 
hath therefore qualified. mankind to propa- 


gate their ſpecies, to mulciply and continue 


the objects of his bounty; and by an almoſt 


irreſiſtible inclination determines them, to 
repair the waſtes of time and of death. 
Thus he makes numbers ſubleryient to his 


kind 
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kind purpoſes, who wanted ſufficient bene- 
volence, to engage them otherwiſe in the 


care and maintenance of children; while to 


the well-diſpoſed, this inclination becomes 
the cement of a tender friendſhip, and ſup- 


plies objects for thoſe ſocial affections, which 


give ſome of the beſt pleaſures, and cheer 
and reward the diſintereſted cares and la- 
bours of parents. Certainly the author of 
this conſtitution, who thus introduces into 
the world innumerable objects of his boun- 


ty, and thus through numberleſs generations 


rewards thoſe, who concur with his deſigns 


as Supreme Parent, muſt himſelf be * 


Beg and unchangeably benevolent. 


As to the filth ſenſe, feeling, q would 


only remark, that it is diffuſed through 


every part, that we might be informed 
when any part was hurt or diſordered, might 


avoid what injured it, and in time repair 


the damage. Or that by the pleaſure de- 

rived from every part, when the whole was i 
healthful and ſafe, be prompted to take care 
of the whole; and rewarded for uſing that 
Feattence, temperance and exerciſe, which 
N are 
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are neceſſary to continue the ſound ſtate of 


the . 


That I n not tire you by repeating nu- 
merous particulars, bearing evident charac- 
ters of a moſt wiſe and benevolent intention 
in the Author of our bodies, with which 


you may be ſupplied by the writers on this ; 
ſubject; I would conclude this head with 
one general obſervation, which the diſcove- 


ries of modern anatomiſis have rendered as 


certain, as it is important. That innumer- 
able as are the parts which conſtitute the 
human body, there is not one ſuperfluous ; 


but they are all evidently adapted to conti- 
nue the animal lite, or to render it more 


agreeable. The loſs of any one would de- 
prive us of ſome advantage, or. occaſion ſome 
inconvenience. A finger, a toe, an artery, 
a muſcle or nerve, cannot be wanting with- 


out damage. The Author therefore of the 
human body, who with ſo much art hath 
contrived and formed theſe various parts, 


and given them to us, and to innumerable 


men beſides, muſt deſign the good of us all, 
and be infinitely benevolent: eſpecially if 


Hurt 
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you add, that nt one part 18 deſigned to 
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hurt or give us pain. Pain is an unnatural 
ſtate, and is occaſioned by ſome diſorder or 
obſtruction, in one part or other of this de- 
licate and uſeful frame. By it the Creator 


adviſes us of the diſorder, and forcibly ad- 


moniſhes to remedy it, and prevent its in- 


creaſing, until it terminate in the deſtruction 


of the whole. God hath alſo conſtructed 
every body in ſuch a manner, that it na- 


turally concurs with ſalutary means, and ex- 


erts mighty efforts to recover an healthful, 


which 1s its natural ſtate. So that they are | 
judged to be the 5% phyſicians, who care- 


fully obſerve nature, attend to its indica- 


tions, and concur with its efforts. Let it 
alſo be remembered, ſo well contrived is 
this frame, that diſeaſes would be compara- 


tively few, did not men by intemperance 


create them, or by imprudence and wanton- 


neſs introduce them. And againſt external 
violence, our Maker hath guarded, by ſur- 


rounding the tender vital parts with thoſe. 


that are /irong; thus the brain is covered 
and protected by the /cull, as the lungs are 


by the bones of the back and regt, and 
the like. 
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To fam up the argument for the divine 


benignity, drawn from the numberleſs hu- 
man bodies, which the wiſdom and power 
of God have formed. We readily grant 


that the un, which for many ages hath 


poured out fuch copious ſtreams of light and 
heat on attendant worlds, and on the orea- 
teres who inhabit theſe worlds, and which 
fill without any diſcernible abatement con- 
kinues to diffuſe them, muſt contain an al- 
moſt rmfinite find of light and heat. And if 
we conſider, muſt we not alſo confeſs the 
benevalence of our Creator to be infinite; 

which for ſo mary ages hath poured out ſuch 
large fircams of life and good upon this 
earth, and ſtill with an increaſing bounty 
communicates them, uore than repairing the 
continual ravages of time and of death? As 
many then as the pleaſures and advantages, 
which the bodies and ſenſes of men convey 
to them from the world; and as innumer- 
able as the men who have enjoyed, or who 
do and will enjoy theſe to the end of time; 
ſo many proofs may we glory in of the 
Creator's goodneſs, who from lifeleſs dull 
creates all theſe inſtruments of good, and 


places men in a world abundantly furniſhed 
to 
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to ſupply them; when, had he been male- 

| volent, he was equally able to have made 
dll theſe the ſole occaſions of pain and in- 
1 ſtruments of _ 


* 


l. Our inde; with thee various and whe 
| faculties of action and enjoyment, evidently 
demonſtrate the boundleſs benevolence of the 

oreat Father of ſpirits, who hath made us 
after his own image *, and but a little lower 
than the angels; and deſigned us to rife 
to their employments and bleſſedneſs for 
eternity ＋. 
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8 By intelligence and liberty we bear the 
nuatural image of God, and by uſing theſe 

aaright may attain his moral image, enjoy the 
ſiutisfactions of knowledge, reQitude, good- 
© > nels, of the love and imitation of the Deity, 
, aanqd a ſenſe of his approbation. And as theſe 
- = qualities and diſpoſitions, and the pleaſures 
) © henceariſing, are capable of endleſs improve- 
minis, and our ſouls are made to live and 
je paurſue theſe improvements, and become 
t +} continually more bleſſed in them for ever 


and the happineſs that may be thus poſſeſſed 


N. 


% 


7] Geneſis i. 26, + Luke xx. 36. 
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by every improved human mind to eternity 


is in a manner inſinit. and the Creator . 


certainly deſigned his rational offspring for 


all that happineſs of which he hach made 


their nature capable infinite above all our 


acknowledgements muſt we confeſs the be- 


nevolence of the great Father of ſpirits, who 


hath made innumerable millions of human 


minds, that they might improve in moral 
perfection and felicity to eternity. Our un- 
derſtanding, will, power of reflection, mo- 


ral ſenſe, imagination, memory, benevolent 
affections, and the like, when properly cul- 


tivated and exerciſed, qualify us to enjoy 
numberlefs pleaſures, and of a noble kind; 
for theſe we are intirely indebted to G. d, 
who cauſed us to be, and gave us all theſe 
Faculties of good. He alſo hath introduced 


us into a boundleſs univerſe, amidſt an in- 
finite variety of objects, ſuited to pleaſe 1 


improve us; that amidit theſe. we might, 
under his eye, grow up to perfe ection AY 
0 felicity. To make one ſuch creature With 
an intention, and proper proviſion for his 


. | 9 . | . » 6 
happineſs to eternity, is an inſtance and provi 


of infinite benevolence, or of a diſpoſition to 
Communicate good infinitely. How 7272 
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Prog of the Divine Goodueſ. 1 
merablethen are the proofs of his boundleſs 
benevolence, who hath created ſuch count- 
leſs numbers of human ſpirits, and who is 
ſtill creating more, that they might all riſe 
> to: their proper happineſs in eternity; for 
wich certainly the wiſe goodneſs, that 

1 formed their various faculties of good, their 

4 . improveable and immortal minds, deſigned 
them. That is, a wiſe Creator deſigned his 

creature for an end, which with infinite 


{kill he bath A him to anſwer. 
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But let us al a more 5 inet view of the 
noble faculties, and various capacities of 
good; for which mankind are ge to 
the Wor F ather of ſpirits. 


y our inks or intelligence, we are qua- 
 lified to diſcover the natures, relations, and 
uſes of things, and for inventing and im- 
= proving the ſeveral arts and ſciences; which 
are like ſo many beauteous and well culti- 
> vated plantations in the boundleſs regions of 
> truth; through which the mind may range 
wo.ith increaſing pleaſure and improvement to 
11 eternity. By viable effects we can diſcover 
the 7 inviſible Cauſe, can diſcern in the frame 


of 
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of the world a depth of defign, a variety of 
_ wiſdom, an energy of power, and ſuch in- 


exhauſtible profuſions of benevolence, as not 


only give exquiſite pleaſures in the diſco- 
very, but qualify us to enjoy the divine ſa- 
tisfactions of knowing our Maker, a being of 


infinite perfection, adoring his excellencies, 4H 
gratefully reſenting his benefits, imitating 


his benignity, rejoicing in his approbation, 


confiding in his care and bounty for the pre- 3 ; 


ſent life, and triumphing in the largeſt hopes, 
from his unbounded and everlaſting good- 
nels, for an eternal duration. 'Theſe are 
pleaſures. which all who will cultivate their 


_ reaſon may poſſeſs, and to which they are : 


prompted by a natural and boundleſs curi- 


olity, They are infinitely more numerous 
than the mere gratifications of ſenſe, and 


much more cheaply acquired. They im- 
prove and inlarge the mind which prefers 


them, and qualify for larger and higher en- | 


joyment. They interfere not with the good 
of others, as the licentious indulgences of 


ſenſe do, but render a perſon more able and 
more inclined to be beneficent; and exalting. 


a perſon now to be an inferior partner with 
angels in their fatisfaQions, give him with 
2 the 
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. che od a _ kits of enjoying them 
in een hereafter. 


BF 'To the cif of ode let me add the gift 
pol liberty, or of that faculty, by which we 
are enabled to purſue what we deſire, and 
do practiſe what we approve; to reject what 
woe diſcern to be baſe and criminal, though 
> it would tempt us with preſent pleaſure, and 
1 reſolutely to cultivate the grateful, generous 
or pious diſpoſition, though attended with 
difficulty 1 in the firſt cultivation; and thus to 
ern and eftabhifh a character, which renders 
us approved of our own minds, eſteemed by 
others, and dear to the unerring Judge, and 
moſt bountiful friend of moral worth. A 
character which thus gives the beſt pleaſures 
we can enjoy in this life, and prepares us to 
be compleatly bleſſed, when we ſhall have = 
raiſed it to its deſigned perfection in ſome 3 
fuzurg ſtate. 1 


310 prompt us to this noble and amiable 
conduct, which renders us moſt happy in 
> ourſelves, and moſt beneficial to others; our 
Creator hath alſo given us a moral FP: fle, 
and thoſe benevolent afßections, that yield 
us 


„ 
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us noble pleaſures, in Planning benevolent 


ſchemes; till better pleaſures in executing : 


them, and no leſs pleaſure in reflecting upon 


them, and in the hopes which they inſpire of 
being accepted and favoured by our moſt be- 


nevolent Creator; and which thus, while 
we endeavour to make others happy, make 
us abundantly happier. But having before 


mentioned theſe as proofs of the divine | 
goodnels, they are juſt named here, that | 


| this liſt of the Creator's gifts 3 not * 
pear groſely defective. 


By the faculty of imagination we are qua- | 


lified to renew thoſe ſcenes of ſenſitive plea- 
ſure which we have paſt, and even to im- 
prove them, and aſliſted in forming new 
ſchemes, and inventing new arts, for thc 
entertainment or advantage of life. By re- 
viving alſo the ideas of paſt dangers, our ima- 
gination excites and qualifies us to provide 
for our future ſecurity, and to enjoy it, By 


this faculty alſo we are enabled to chath ab- | 
ſtract ideas and notions in a dreſs which 


makes them to be more eaſily diſcerned, and 
readily embraced by others, and to give 
even a Body to truth; and by ſtrongly repre- 

ſenting 
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ſenting to ourſelves or others the diſtant 
good or bad conſequences of our preſent 


conduct, to raiſe a ſucceſsful concern for 
great though remote intereſts; and to make 
the encouragements to virtue derived from 
a future ſtate, ſuperior to the temptations br 
the preſent, and the diſtant evils of vice a 


Neue its preſent flatteries and temp- : 


Akin to this faculty, | in nature and uſe, 
is our memory. In this we retain the truths. 


we have diſcovered, and the knowledge we 
have gained; and by it are capacitated to 
employ them in making new acquiſitions. 
By memory we enjey the ſatisfaction of paſt 
good actions, and are rouzed to correct or 
prevent the bad effects of the contrary; and 


thus not only enjoy over again what has been 


good in paſt time, but are made w/e for = 
 future.— 


alſo qualified to initruct and entertain others, 


By the aid of this faculty we are 


and to give ourſelves the ſuperior ſatis! aQion 
of communicating improvement and plea- 


ſure; and in binde and in the abſence of 
every external good, can derive abundant. 


inſtruction or ſatisfaction from the paſt 
1 ES and 
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and by this recollecting inſtances of the di- 
vine benignity to us, and of our ſincerely 


dutiful, though defective returns, we can 
riſe to hopes, which diſpoſe us to welcome 


death, as our introduction to a bleſſedneſs, 
great as our moſt improved capacities can 
receive, and as their paſt experience of the 


divine munificence can promiſe to the grate- 
ful. How near to infinite, for number, the 


grand, beautiful, pleaſing, or inſtructive ideas 
and truths, which one well furniſhed me- 

mory can contain ; and how numerous and 
valuable the ſatisfactions our own, or of 
others, to which this treaſure may be made 
ſubſervient ; and how great the kindneſs of 
the Creator, who hath given us the faculty 
of collecting this immenſe treaſure, of laying 


it up and producing it, whenever our own 
advantage or that of others ſhall require, 


To this, becauſe a principal inſtrument of 
our memory, let me ſubjoin the faculty of 
chalhing our ideas in words, and laying them 
up by xing, and of communicating them 
by wWwritmg, printing, or ſpeech. to others. 
None, but they who have attentively con- 
ſidered it, can conceive the almoſt infinite 


advan- | 


70 
3 
9 
kt”. eb 
7 
. 
Re 
1 FP. 
* 
3 
2 
37s 
"FI 
* 
4 
LEN?” 
POE 
- 1 
Ty. 
3 
8 
Fo, 
4 = 
JS 
: il 
Wee 
N 
n 
5 
5 
Is Te 
9 
38 
7 
2 
I * L 
N 
* * 
2 
7 
28 
N 
IT 
ht 
Tools 
8 
3 
3 
5 
= 
peed 
"43 
2 
I 
z 25 
(20 
i 
Fs 
8 
285 
7 
7% 
* 
* 
* 
. 
4 


5555 05 1 


0 


a Prof of the Divine Grodnefs. 115 


advantage hence ariſing; for realizing and 
preſerving our ideas and improvements, and 
communicating them to others for mutual 
improvement. And infinite as the number 
of intellectual and ſocial pleaſures, to which 
this faculty well employed is, or may be 
made ſubſervient, amongſt the numberleſs 


individuals of mankind, through all ſucceſ- 


ſive generations, ſuch muſt we own the be- 
nevolence of the Creator Who hath. con- 


ferred it. 


If from the faculties of the human mind, 
we turn our thoughts to our Mections and 
inclinations, we ſhall find each of theſe a 


conſpicuous proof of the Creator's benevo- 


lence. Beſides the particular inclinations, 
which excite us to purſue the particular ob- 
jects that are neceſſary to ſupport or delight 
us; the general affection of /el/-love, by 
which a perſon is kept always attentive to 
{elf-preſervation, obſervant of what may 
promote his welfare, and on his guard 
againſt the contrary, and by which he is de- 
termined to direct and limit the indulgence 
of particular inclinations, is an evident in- 


[2 | ance of our Maker' 8 kindneſs. For by this 


I 2 he 
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he ſtrongly commends to every one the cars 


ol his own well-being. And ſince the rea- 


ſon and experience of every man clearly in- 


forms him, that he is ſo far dependent on 


other men, as to be able in no other way 
to promote ſo effectually his own welfare, 
as by engaging the friendly concurrence of 


others; even ſelf-love prompts to the cultiva- 
tion of benevolence and beneficence ; the im- 


mediate effect of which, did it prevail in 
every private perſon, would be univerſal b 


oy. 


11 18 farther with reaſon obſerved, that the 
benevolent affettions and conduct, not only 
give every private perſon the moſt ſolid and 
noble ſatisfactions, but even promote the 
health of the body as ſenſibly, as malice and 
envy deſtroy both health and peace of mind. 
And is not this conſtitution evidently the 
work of a Creator, who defires and con- 


ſalts the good of all his rational creatures? 


How uſeful an inclination is curigſty, ot 
an, eager deſire of making new diſcoveries; | 
which being reſtleſs and active, carries us on 
to continual improvements in knowledge, | 

and 
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and by the pleaſure which every freſh diſ- : 
covery produces, is encouraged and reward- 


ed? Eſpecially as our ſenſe of beauty and 


grandeur, diſpoſing us to receive peculiar 


pleaſure from the views of every grand or 


beautiful object or truth, urges us on with 
| renewed vigour in our ſtudy of the works of 
God, and will animate and reward our im- 


provements to eternity; ſince the works of 


an infinite mind, in a boundleſs univerſe, 
will comprehend an * of beauty and 
grandeur. 


A diſpoſition to imitate is alſo viſible in 
children, and prevails in all their plays; and 
makes learning the moſt uſeful arts an agree- 
able employment : to which alſo they are 
puſhed on by that deſire of praiſe and repu- 


lation, which can be alone preperly gratified 
by cultivating our intellectual and moral 


powers, by acquiring abilities of doing good, 
and generouſly exerting them. For this 


courſe alone viſibly leads to a general and 


laſting eſteem. And a dread of ſhame and 


cenſure as naturally reſtrains thoſe, from lead- 


ing an idle, uſeleſs and miſchievous life; 
the affluence of whoſe fortunes, or whoſe 


eleva- 


1 
1 
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elevation in rank and power, ſet them above | 
the reſtraint of dependence, and the fear of 


puniſhment, 


There are planted in the human frame 


various other inclinations and paſſions, which, 


to thoſe who wiſely conſider them, will ap- 

| pear inſtances of the Creator's benevolence, 
but which are omitted here; becauſe by in- 
judicious obſervers, they have been imagined 


to be hurtful, and been raiſed into objections 
againſt it; and will therefore be diſtinctly 


examined under another part of this ſubject. 
And there are ſome others which are here 


omitted, becauſe they will come in under a 
view of the laus of the human conſtitution, 
to be exhibited in the next diſcourſe, 


Let me cloſe this with obſerving, that our 
being compoſed of animal and rational affec- 
tions and powers, peculiarly qualifies us for 
a ſtate of trial, and for the ſatisfactions and 
rewards of an approved virtue; and that the 


endleſs improvements and immortal duration 
of which our nature is capable, qualify us 
for riſmg in perfection and bleſſedneſs 79 
eternity. And that this proves the goodneſs 


which 
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which formed every human mind, to be 
greater than we can at preſent conceive; and 
ſuch as can only be acknowledged worthily 
in the approaching ſtate of pertection and 
1 immortality. 


As an abblication of this account of the 

| Creator's benevolence, viſible in the human 
Foy let us reffef# on the noble ſpirits 
which he hath lodged in theſe curious, 
though animal and mortal bodies, on the 
various faculties and large capacities, for 
worthy actions and exalted pleaſures, which 
he hath given us; particularly for the exer- 
ciſes and pleaſures of knowledge, truth, vir- 
tue, friendſhip, goodneſs, devotion, and the 
like; on the many ſatisfactions of theſe kinds 
which we have enjoyed, and on the many 
more which we might, if we had duely 
improved our faculties and advantages. Let 
us alſo [ok forward to that divine felicity, 
which our rational nature properly cultivated, 
will qualify us to poſſeſs in cternity.—— 
And then queſtion it we can, whether the 
Father of our ſpirits be benevolent. Or ra- 
ther let us ſay if we can, how 7nmenſely be- 
= zevlent the Author of all theſe capacities of 
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good; and how boundleſs that ocean, from 
whence are derived all thoſe ſtreams of good, 


which fill theſe capacities, or will fill them _ 


to eternity, without any abatement, but with 


a ſtill increaſing plenty, — no ſupplies 
can be returned to it. 


We juſtly reckon it an admirable inſtance 


of benevolence, when a rich and prudent 


perion takes a number of deſtitute children 
under his care, provides liberally for them, 


and with continued attention and labour 


trains them to knowledge and virtue. But 
how inconſiderable this, if compared with 
the benignity of the great Parent of man- | 
kind; who did not nd but create the ob- 


jects of his kindneſs, and theſe countleſs mil. 
lions, with various and large capacities of 


good, and with an 7zntention to train them 


to all the perfection and bleſſedneſs which 
_ eternity can admit 


who hath abundantly 


furniſhed this world for their accommoda- 
tion during their ſtate of trial and diſci- 
pline; and from hence given us reaſon to 
conclude, that when we ſhall have approved 
ourſelves, and become meet for more ex- 
alted enjoyments, he will receive us to them, 

ince 


a Proof of the Divine Goodneſs, 121 
fince he hath given us natural capacities for 
the poſſeſſion. Should we not all then with 
\ tranſport enter into the ſentiments of David, 
and adopt his language. I will fing unto 
' the Lord as long as I live; I will praiſe my 
God while ] have my being. My meditation 
of bim ſhall be fuweet : J will be glad in the 
Lord. Let the ungrateful ceaſe from the 
earth, and the wicked be no more: Bleſs thou 


tbe Lord, O my foul. Praiſe ye the Lord. 


* Palm civ. 33. 


Þ 1 4 
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The Goodneſs of our Creator illuſ- 
trated in various Laws of the hu- | 
man Conſtitution. 


Ps ALM vili. 8 


22 haſt ads: him a little Iower than the 
angels, and baſs crowned him with n 
aànd honour. 


AVIN G mentioned in the preceding 
5 diſcourſe, the chief powers and af- 
fections of our bodies and minds, as proofs 
of the Creator's benevolence ; in farther con- 
firmation of the delightful truth, I would 
take notice of ſome Lawn of the human Con- 
: AHitution, or of certain ſtrong determinations 
towards particular ways of acting, which 
+ ariſe out of our general frame. As by a 
: conformity to theſe the good of mankind is 
3 | extenſively promoted, they demonſtrate not 
4 the 
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the wiſdom only, but the benevolence alſo, 5 
of the Mind which planned and eſtabliſhed 


them. Some of theſe /aws relate more pe- 
culiarly to our minds, others both to our 


minds and bodies. Let us take a view of the 


principal; and begin, 


I. With what we may term the law of 


activity and induſiry. By this our Make 
| hath appointed, that the regular exerciſe of 
our powers, whether mental or bodily, ſhall 
not only be attended with pleaſure, but in. = 
creaſe their firength and vigour, We haue 


numerous wants, which cannot be ſupplied 
without labour. The earth cannot be cul- 
tivated, or its fruits and products colleCte | 


and preſerved, or formed into the ſupports, 
conveniencies and ornaments of life, with- _ 
out great and continual labour. We receive | 
alſo our minds from the Father of ſpirits, 
unfurniſhed with neceſſary and uſeful know- 


ledge; and to furniſh them well, requires | 


continued diligence and application. This | 


is wiſely conſtituted, that our acquifition: 


and improvements might be properly ou: | 
own; and intitle us to the ſatisfaction and 


OS n 


praiſe of having made them. Had ou: | 


5 Creator 
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Creator been malevolent, when he had laid 
us under a neceſſity of exerting our powers 


of body and mind, he would have appointed 
that this exerciſe ſhould be conſtantly pro- 


ductive of pain, and gradually weaken the 


ſeveral powers, till they were deſtroyed. But 


we experience on the contrary, that ſcarce 


any thing is more deſtructive to health of 
body and vigour of mind, than idleneſs and 
inactivity, Numerous diſeaſes are the na- 
tural offspring and puniſhments of a ſlothful 
and uſeleſs life. And a general tediouſneſs 

of life, want of ſtrength and ſpirit, and an 
incapacity to reliſh natural and valuable plea- 
ſures, are the effects of this conduct on the 
mind. Whereas exerting our bodily powers 
in uſeful labours and productions, and ap- 
plying our minds to gain the knowledge of 
important truths and valuable arts, and to 
eſtabliſh virtuous diſpoſitions, give agility to 
the body, and ſpirit to the mind, yield ex- 
quiſite ſatisfaction in the conſciouſneſs of 
being well employed, and improve our 
health and ſtrength, and the abilities of our 
minds for agreeable and advantageous con- 


templations. Theſe improvements are fol- 
lowed with the elteem and love of our ac- 


quain- 
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quaintance, and a beneficial influence fill 


enlarging, which yield us ſome of the — 
affecting and noble ſatisfactions. 


i Since then a®:vity of body and mind is 
neceſſary to our ſubſiſtence, and much more 
to our enjoying life, is not our Maker benevo- 

lent, as well as wiſe; who by the evils which 

naturally ſpring out of idleneſs, diſſuades us 


from yielding to its inticements? And who 


by an increaſe of bodily and mental vigor, 


and the chearfulneſs immediately produced 
by induſtry, beſides its more diſtant fruits 

and rewards, hath excited and encouraged 
us to cultivate a dipoſidon ſo neceſſary ? 


But ſuch is, after all, the nature of ou: 


animal frame, that it cannot go through 
long continued labours, without feeling it- 


ſelf hurt by them. Our Creator therefore, 1 


by the wearineſs and weakneſs which ex- 


ceeding in the degree and continuance of 
our labours occaſions, hath directed us to 


intermit them. And the ſucceſſion of night 
to day, to which our conſtitution is ad; aſted, 
naturally puts a ſeaſonable ſtop to our la- 


bours, and diſpoſes us for fleep; and ſleep 


recruits 
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© recruits our ſtrength, renews our ſpirits, and 
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py qualifies us to purſue our ſeveral employ- 


ments with freſh pleaſure. Certainly if we 
will be juſt, as well as grateful, we muſt 


allow, that this is the conſtitution of a being 
who conſults the welfare of his creatures. 
5 Allied to this, 


II. Is che law of habits. We are endow- 


ed by our Creator with reaſon, liberty, and 


a moral ſenſe, and are thus qualified to form 
and eſtabliſh a moral character; and to ren- 


der ourſelves proper objects of our own ap- 
probation, of the eſteem of others, and of 


the divine complacency. Hence naturally 
ſpring ſatisfactions the moſt refined and ex- 
alted ; and by the prevalence of worthy diſ- 
poſitions, we are qualified better to procure 


or enjoy almoſt every other good. We re- 
cCeive therefore our minds from God un- 


furniſhed, and undetermined to moral good 


or evil; and capable of either determination, 


according as we ſhall chuſe to follow reaſon 


or appetite, the nobler or the meaner af- 
fections of our nature. This being our 


* conſtitution, is it not wiſely and kindly ap- 
| pointed by God, that being employed] in any 


ſort 
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readily, and often 2842 
trials and performances, we ars enabled to 


effect with eaſe, exactneſs and delight; and * 


an hardly be. aeg from ding them. 


at; {13 - 14 181 ont; 14 


| Had not this e Our. N Y | 
a thouſand: exertions of our underſtanding == 
for the diſcovery: of truth, we ſhould have 
been as unready at finding it, and as poor 
reaſoners as in the beginning. After a thou- | 
ſand eſſays about uſeful arts or productions, 
we ſhould have been as bungling and inef. 
fective as in the firſt. And after a thouſand 
actions, or attempts rather, of virtue and 
piety, we muſt have continued as far from 
1 virtuous: and pious character, as at the 
firſt. ls not the kindneſs, of our Maker then 
viſible, in ordering, that exerciſe and cuſtom 
ſhould produce an inclination to actions, 2 
readineſs to perform them, and an increaſing | 


pleaſure in it? Eatly obſervation, with a 


moderate degree of reflection, informs us of 
this law, for our direction and, ENCQurage- | 
ment, to engage early, and vigorouſly in 

| uſeſul, © 
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© uſeful, virtuous, and pious actions, that we 
may happily form the diſpoſition for them. 
And how noble the ſatisfaction, when by 
ape and continued acts, we have raiſed 
the pious and virtuous diſpoſitions to a high 
| degree of ſtrength; and can perform the beſt. 
actions with readineſs, a pleaſing ardor, a 
arong conſciouſneſs that our minds are in 
their proper ſtate, and with an animating 
ſenſe of the divine approbation! Muſt we 
not acknowledge, that the author of this law 
of habits is a noe wiſe and good Father? 


And did we herein condemn ourſelves, yet 
muſt we not own it to be an inexcuſable 
fault; if perſons who knew this tendency of 
Y practice to produce habit, would neverthe- 
es for the ſake of mean pleaſures, indulge 
to vicious actions, with the foreſeen danger 
of eſtabliſhing bad habits, and of contract- 
ing a diſability for actions virtuous and wor- 
. and a fatal tendency to what muſt ren- 
4er them compleatly wretched ? For habit 
not only biafles towards one kind of actions, 
but renders us averſe to the oppoſite. An 
habit of good actions fixes an averſion to 


* evil; 
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evil; as an habit of evil actions forms a dif. 
inclination and impotence for good. 5 


III. The law of remperance is another law 


which does honour to the benevolence of our 7 
Creator. By this we mean that eſtabliſhed 


law of our conſtitution, which cauſes ou. 
appetites of the ſenſual kind, ſuch as hunger, 


thirſt, and the like, to be fo gratified; and 7 


our endeayouring to exceed in indulgences 


of this ſort, to be productive of little more 


than d; guſt, heavineſs, fan, ar rfeaſe and dif" . 


appointment. Whereas in our enjoyment of 


the pleaſures of ſcience, and other mental de. 
lights, and in gratifying the ſocial and gene 
rous affections, we have ſcarce any lim, 
The more we enjoy of theſe, the more we 
may; our inclination, capacity and 7 : 


for _ continually Increaling. 


Such is the nature of choſe objects, which 


engage the ſenſual inclinations, that the poſ- 
ſeſſion of them by ſome neceſſarily excludes 


others. What is conſumed i in gratifying the 
palate, i 15 loſt to every one but the conſumer. 
The fire that warms, the clothes that cott 


and adorn one perſon, do not warm and 
wr 8 cover 


EP 
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Cover another. And: as for other ſenſual in- 


4 ; 


is dulgences, if we would derive much plea- 


ſure from them, the objects muſt be appro- 
priated to ourſelves, excluſive of others. As 


| i a conſe uence, perſons 1 who ſeek their hap- 
UE, pineſs i in multiplying indulgences of this ſort, 


grow ſelfiſh, uncommunicative, and often 


fraudulent and injurious, that they may 


graſp more of the aber e for theſe. And 
a great part of the quarrels, injuſtice, op- 
3 9 and violence, which diſturb ſociety, 


ſprings from hence. Does it not then ma- 
nifeſt the wiſe benevolence of our Creator, 


that having to determine men to preſerve 
the animal life, and continue the ſpecies, 
annexed pleaſure to the proper actions in a 
certain degree: he has by our conſtitution. 
very much limited theſe pleaſures in time 


: and degree; to prevent perſons irom ſeeking 


their happineſs in theſe, with the neglect of 
; the better pleaſures, which ariſe from im- 
proving their minds, from gratifyin . 


nerous affections of their nature, and from 


: : Leis Se abundantly. 


1 We ſee numbers, who. in ſpite of the Ac 
I Jens, fickneſſes, pains, and other 1 inconve- 


K 2 niencies, 
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niencies, which attend exceſſive indulgen- 


ces to the ſenſual appetites, yet daily exceed 


in theſe; neglecting ſor them the ſatisfac- 


tions of truth and goodneſs, and becoming MM 


injurious to their neighbours. How necel- 
 fary then, as well as kind, is this law, which, 


w hil e it limits the ſelfiſh gratifications, Opens Fj 


to us an unbounded field for cultivating and 


enjoying pleaſures of a more excellent na. 


ture, and of a benevolent Vene 


The datisfactions of E end 
ſhip, beneficence, and devotion, have a kind 
of infinity belonging to them. The more _ 
they are enjoyed, the more they may be; 
the more our capacities and reliſh of theſe 
Increaſe, the objects of them alſo multiply ß 
around us, and our ability to procure and | 
enjoy them j is enlarged. And the more “ 
theſe we enjoy, the more alſo others gain; 
we actually communicate the more good, | 


or become able and diſpoſed to communi- 


cate it. For the larger the number is of 
the truths we have diſcovered, the more the 7 
reaſoning faculty i Is improved, and the more Y 
| truths we are qualified to diſcover ourſelves, 
and communicate to others. Ti he more be 
3 3 nevo- - ; 
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1 nevolent actions we have done, the more 
We are inclined to do; and if we have joined 


5 prudence with benevolence, the more we 


hall be ſtill able to accomplith, by our in- 


1 creaſing credit and influence. The more 
we have accuſtomed ourſelves to contem- 
> plate the perfections and works of God, 


3 gratefully to recollect and own his benclits, 


and to act with a view to his approbation ; ; 


the better diſpoſed we ſhall be for coy 


: , 45 noble ſatisfactions. 8 


Let us therefore do juſtice to the wiſe 


goodneſs of our Creator, who having or- 


dered things ſo, that the real wants of 
the animal part ſhould be comparatively 
few, hath put it into the power of all to 
= ſupply theſe, | by a moderate induſtry and 


— | hath made 1 it eaſy to procure the ſopply of 
= | theſe few wants, from the natural compaſ- 
l 2 fon of mankind. Who alſo by the evils, 
1 which : are cloſely connected with exceſs in 
1 x thoſe animal indulgences, that render the 


9 heart leſs open to the calls of benevolence, 
or tempt perſons to become injurious, hath 
9 done what Was becoming a prudent Father 


4 {kill ; or when perſons are diſabled for this, 


K 3 and 
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and Governor, to ſtop their fooliſh purſuit 
of happineſs in this road, and to determine 
them to ſeek it in actions and enjoyments, 
which are not only conſiſtent with the good 


. 


of others, but directly /ubſervient to it; and 


which at the fame time enoble the mind 


that prefers them, and naturally prepare it : 


for the compleat felicity op = next and : 


more e exalted ſtate. 


IV. The law of infancy and childhood, or. 
that conſtitution of our nature, which makes 
us ſo long unable to act and provide for our- 
ſelves, and ſo long dependent on the kind- 
neſs and aſſiſtance of others. — This, though = 
it hath been urged as an objection againl 
the wiſdom or goodneſs of the Creator, is 
really an admirable inſtance of both. We 
ſce other animals able much ſooner to ſhit 
for themſelves, than the human offspring. 


They attain early to the vigorous exerciſe of 


their active powers, and are cloathed by the 
immediate care of the Creator; who alfo by 
an unerring inſtinct guides them to their 
proper food, and inſtructs them in the ne- 
ceſſary arts of defence and ſecurity ; fo tl at j 


they can {00n ſhift tor themſelves, and eat 


ber | 


Ws 0 


| 13 by our Maker. We are not there- 
fore conducted by an infallible inſtinct, but 
are left to experience and obſervation, aſſiſted 
by the care and inſtructions of the more pru- 
dent and experienced, to di. cover what upon 
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thelt parents of all care on their account. 


Whereas both the mental and bodily powers 


of the human offspring grow, improve, and 


exert themſelves ſowly,. For years we do 
ile more than exerciſe the care, tenderneſs, : 
and patience of others. Yet when we have 
T | conſidered, that our Maker deſigned our 


© acquiſitions and improvements ſhould be pro- 


_ perly oer own, that we might be the happier 


in them and that we ſhould live in 2 


diety, and cultivate the ſatisfactions of mo- 
deſty, gratitude, humanity, compaſſion, 
friendſhip, and generous kindneſs : we ſhall 
diſcern this conſtitution to be moſt wiſe and 
L good; Ne” 5 


Our ail and abili ties for the preſervation, 5 
ſupport and conduct of life, were to be in a 


great degree our own acqui/itions, that we 


might feel higher ſatisfaction in the conſci- 
| ; ouſneſs of ſuch 1 improvements, and in the 


fruits of them, and in becoming thus ap- 
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= the whole. will p rave, beneficial. or injurious, | 


what, is to be done and what avoided, This 


is neceſſarily the work gf time, and we ad- 


vance ſlowly to the juſt and vigorous exer- 


eiſe of our rational faculties. But every ad- 
vance is an improvement of our own, and 


naturally ſtrengthens and enlarges the facul- 


ties we thus exert, and qualifies us for higher 
improvements. It is otherwiſe with the 


brutes, who guided Wholly by a wiſdom not 


their OW, make 0 impr e ens, or none 
confiderable;c being confined, within a narrow 
mon to the whole ſpecies. This 
appointment, that our rea- 
ſon ſhould from low beginnings gradually 
riſe to ſtrength and maturity, it was evi- | 

dently appointed with great foreſight and | 

kindneſs, that our Sodily and active powers 


being ha Aa Wi 


ſhould e as ee to MIS pd 
ta 590 J 


„Conüider, Sies, he wind _ we whales 


quences: to an infant, if with the ignorance 


and inexperience of a chill, he ſhould find 


himſelf poſſeſt of the activity and ſtrength 
of a man. 
rance of the good or evil of things, either 

| natural 


ould not his neceſſary igno- 
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; natural or moral, in conjunètion with a reſt- 
leſs activity, ſoon betray him into ruin! ? 
How ſhall he be kept fro running into 
. the fire or the water, or from leaping out 
5 ; of a window, from eating or drinking things 5 
_ or from doing all kinds of miſchief 
| tolcthers?: He hath no knowledge of his 
own: to guide him, and no reverence for 
| parents, founded in a long experience of 
4 their prudence and tenderneſs, to diſpoſe 
him to be ſubmiſſive to their guidance and 
reſtraints. In ſhort, it is not eaſy to con- 
cCeive, or enumerate the miſchiefs to them 
ſelves and to others, that muſt be expected 
from a number of ſuch young creatures, 
pooſſeſt of ſtrength and activity, excited by 
cee eager appetites, deſtitute of inſtinct or rea- 
ſeon to guide them, and of the knowledge 
of good and evil, natural or moral. By a 
divine wiſdom therefore hath it been or- 
dered, that our powers of motion and action, 
andi the ſtrength of our bodies, ſhould keep 
a proportion in the flowneſs of their growth, 
to the growth and improvement of our rea- 
ſoon; and that we ſhould be deſtitute of 
> power, until we had fell to direct the appli- 
cation poof: aii 


The 
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The wiſdom and goodneſs of cauſing chil. 


dren to be fo Jong, and ſo greatly dependent 


on the care and affection of others; will alſo 


be conſpicuous to an attentive obſerver. The 


beſt pleaſures of the human heart are pro- 


duced by the prevalence of the ſocial and 
generous affections within it; and a principal 


part of our enjoyments, When we are grown 
up and engaged in ſociety, are derived from 


others exercifing theſe kind affections to- 
wards us. Throughout life we are greatly 
dependent upon others, and moſt of the 
evils which invade us from abroad, are cauſed 
by the ſelfiſh and ſenſual paſſions; prevailing 
in others over the benevolent. Did not our 
Creator then well provide for enlarging and 
ſtrengthening the tender and ſocial affections, 
by cauſing children ſo long to exerciſe and 
increaſe theſe in parents, and in others who 


have the care of them? While the weightieſt | 


cares and labours of parents, are converted 
into ſome of the moſt affeQing pleaſures, by 
their ſtrong inſtinctive affection to their off- 
ſpring. Parents and others, who take a part 
in their kind offices, are alſo by theſe repeat- 
ed acts of diſintereſted kindneſs and tender 


compaſſion to children, diſpoſed to exert the 


= 
{a me * : 
* 8 
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” ſame generous and uſeful affections towards 
other perſons, as occaſion requires; and thus 
greatly to promote their good, While they 
themſelves become til 7 wg in conſcious 
read er 


And if . fg! of this aifpline on the 
minds of children are conſidered, we ſhall 
find them equally, if not more beneficial. 
| 0 Their being accuſtomed to depend ſo long 
upon the care and guidance of others, and 
having been obliged to them for ſo many 
kind offices, have a natural and ſtrong ten- 
dency to form them to modeſty, reverence for 
| ſuperiors, gratitude, a tender ſenſibility to the 
wants and ſufferings of others, and to a deep 
conviction, founded in their own long and 
happy experience, of the worth and hveli- 
neſs of a compaſſionate and generous diſpoſi- 
tion. And this will prompt and qualify 
them to act a tender, generous, modeſt and 
bbliging part; to become extenſive bleflings, 
and render themſelves greatly happy in the 
divine ſatisfactions of a compaſſionate and 
benevolent heart. Do we not ſee, that not- 
withſtanding this diſcipline, too many ſuffer 


the ſelfiſh and ſenſual paſſions to prevail, 
2 


and 
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and contract gradually not only a ſordid and 


_ unfeeling, but a cruel and oppreſſive diſpo- 


ſition. What may we then imagine would 


have been the conſequence, if thoſe eager 
appetites and inclinations, which are neceſ- 


ſary to engage us in preſerving the animal 
life, and which excite us to ſecure private 


intereſt and good, had not been thus 34. 


 lanced by the additional ſtrength, which the 
moral ſenſe and benevolent affections of pa- 
rents and children gain, from this long ex- 
erciſs of them by the one, and the long ex- 
perience of the uſefulneſs and amiableneſs of 
(En by we other. . 


V. Abother law of our nature is the Ie 


of dependence and ſociableneſs ; by virtue of | 


which a man beſt ſerves his own intereſt in 
doing the moſt good to others. By this 
law is not meant either our moral ſenſe or 
benevolent affections, which diſpoſe us to 
delight in ſociety and beneficence, for theſe 
have been taken notice of before; but our 
various natural wants, which cannot be fo 
well ſupplied without the kindneſs of others, 
and the limited nature of our geniuſes and 
gave Powers. To this tis owing, that 
though 
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though qualified to perform many things 
beneficial for ourſelves or others; we are yet 
leſs ready and able for many other uſeful 
productions, and are therefore obliged to be 
dependent on the aſſiſtance of others, and 
ec excited to deſerve and obtain it by mutual 
kindneſs and good offices. The body po- 
— litic (as the Apoſtle obſerves, 1 Corinthians 
xi. 14—.) is not all eye, all hand, or all 
© foot; nor can the eye ſay to the hand or foot, 
or theſe to the eye, I have no need of you, The 
hardy and robuſt body, qualified for the more 
ſervile and difficult works, is uſually joined 
X to a head Jeſs fit for ſpeculation, and there- 
fore naturally ſubmits to be guided by the 
ſuperior intelligence of another, repaying by 
his labours the others counſel and direction. 
While the head formed for contemplation, 
for. diſcovering natural or moral truths, or 
embelliſhing and advantageouſly repreſent- 
ing them to others, or for inventing and 
improving arts, is uivally joined to a body 
of a more delicate make, and leſs patient of 
laborious employments ; or by giving itſelf 
up to the beloved entertainments of the 
mind, impairs a body naturally ſtrong. Thus 
the ſtudious grow ipſenſibly unfit for toil, 


and 
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and under a neceſlity of being indebted to 


the ſtrength of others, and to their mu¹⁰j,J “ 


advantage repay the ſervices of the robuſt, 
* communicates light. and inſtruction. 


Vea, with regard to wen arts an 
ſciences, and particular manual trades on | 
profeſſions, men are determined to each by a 
_ peculiar genius, which makes them leſs in- 


_ clined to any other, and would render them ' 


leſs expert in it. An univerſal knowledge, 


and a correſpondent dexterity and ability for | 


execution, not meeting in one perſon, no 
one can pretend to be e//-ſufjicient, or with 
reaſon to diſregard others, or act as inde- 
pendent. There 1s belide fo great a quan- 
tity of time and labour requiſite for contriv- 
ing, forming, or procuring the ſeveral in- 
ſtruments, productions and materials, neceſ- 
ſary to the tolerable enjoyment of life, that 
neither the age, or abilities of any one man, 
are equal to the attempt of living indepen- 
dent upon others. Thus mutual dependence 
ſtrongly concurs with natural benevolence 
and ſympathy, to diſpoſe men to be mu- 
tually kind, condeſcending and hel pful; a ; 
temper which gives every private e 
: | mol 
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moſt ſatisfaction, and moſt promotes the 
general good. 


By ab Nate 8 purſuing bis p proper ge⸗ 
nius, and exerting himſelf in that way of 
life for which he is peculiarly formed, 


greater improvements are alſo made in * | 


ledge, more valuable arts are invented. or 
carried towards perfection, and many more 
uſeſul inſtrumentgor productions are formed, 
than could have been, had every one been 
alike qualified for every employment, and 


Te under continual diſtractions applied himſelf 


to every thing. The philoſopher, the di- 
vine, the phyſician, the ruler, the judge, 


or the general; and the merchant, the arti- 


ficer, the mechanic, and the huſbandman, 
are not only thus linked to each other by 
mutual wants, ſervices, and dependencies ; 


but mankind are in poſſeſſion of more na- 


tural, religious, political, and military know- 
ledge, of more fertile tracts of land, and of 
more arts and productions for the conveni- 


_ ence and ornament of life, than they could | 


have had, if all men had been formed with 
geniuſes alike qualifying them for 11 in- 
vention and opera:ion. 7 

. | This 
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This great inconvenience would alſo have 7 


attended this ſuppoſed ſtate of things, that 


every one would have thought himſelf above XF 


the meaner, but neceſſary labours and offices 


ol life, While all would be philoſophers, 
all muft ſtarve; or all alike ſubmitting to 
neceſſary and continual labours, be all de- 
prived of time and advantages for improving 


a genius for ſtudy and knowledge. Whereas $ ö 


now, while the more thihking, improved 
and exalted part of the human ſpecies, want 
and r*ceive the aſſiſtance and labours of the 
meaner and leſs ſtudious, for ſupplying them 
with meat, drink, clothes, houſes, furni- 
ture, the conveniencies and the ornaments 
of life ; the poor and laborious want the 
ſuperior knowledge of the others, to in- 
ſtruct and entertain them with new and im- 
portant truths, to form them to a religious 
and virtuous character, to preſerve or re- 
ſtore their health, to guard their properties, 
render commerce ſecure and advantageous, 
or improve the ſeveral arts and manufac- 
tures by new inventions. All thus needing 


mutual help and friendly communications, 


and experiencing the benefit of them, all 


are more powerfully excited to that mutual 2D 
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kindneſs and beneflcefce, which make ſo- 
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py⸗: and all more pleaſing to a God of in- 


> finite benevolence, and more meet for bis 
= © peculiar favour, and for the nobler felicity 
of that ſtate, Where charity and Ack 
: £ love ern be in eee 22 


2 Finally, the tals: wm park 1 Which 
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1 1 we are ſtrongly excited to attend to thoſe 
Agordbrs of our bodies, and to remedy them; 


which neglected, would 19 fatal to our 
activity, reaſon or life although to the 


inconſiderate this may appear an objection : 


againſt the kindneſs of our Maker, it is in 


 eality a proof of a wiſe benevolence. When 
every part of the body is in that ſtate, which 
Lenders it 294 uſe ful to the mind, 279% fit 
” for action and enjoyment, and be/? difpo/ed to 


Continue ſo, we feel no pain. Healib, which 
ns Fate mort uſeful, is Alſo the moſt Prater: 


| ob pews the divine 185 and 
| 1 Wd non diſcharging our various offices. 
There is 70 law eſtabliſhed by our Creator 


for giving pain to animal beings, when they 
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are in a right ſlate ; when regularly exerting 
their powers, and with moderation enjoying 


their proper pleaſures. Pain is not there. 1 
fore inflicted. for its own ſake, nor is it te 


appointment of a malevolent being, Wo 
delights in our miſery. On the contrary, | 


this, and all the other general laws of na. 'Y 


ture, are manifeſtly deſigned for the goo | 


of the creation; and ſtanding demonſtr- 


tions through all ages of his benevolence: | 
who conſtituted them, Pain ard other m. 
tural evils are produced by cauſes either 2. 


cidentally, or through our fault crofliuy | 
theſe general laws; and we may Wake, | 
good moral uſe of theſe effects. It is there. 
tore upon the whole beſt that they ſhoulif 
be permitted, for exercifing our prudence, } 
quickening our attention to our welfare, «| 


correcting our indolence and exceſſes. 


Thus when perſons exceed in eating | 


drinking,: for. the ſake of what pleaſure «| 


mains after nature's wants are fatisfied ; | | 
when to gratify a flothb/ul. or. thoughtleſs hu. 
mour, they refuſe neceſſary and uſeful -} 
tion and ere the ſolid parts of the 
body are weakened, the blood grows les 


fit! 
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| fir for circulation, and for going through 

its ſeveral ſecretions, for ſupplying the va- 

7 rious juices and nouriſhment to every part- 
In conſequence of this, obſtructions are 

| | formed in the finer veſſels, which, if they 
=o are not prog in time, will 2 an 


. our wiſe and kind C reator gives us by pain 

| * a quick and affefing notice, when any part 

is thus diſordered or obſtructed, that we 
might remedy the diſorder, remove the ob- 
EZ ſtruction, ceaſe the irregular indulgences 
1 which cauſed it, and by proper medicine, 

diet and exerciſe, recover a ſound ſtate. 

4 Thus pain, though a diſagreeable, appears 

•„ I to be a neceſſary and oſeful monitor ; pre- 

cf = venting in thoſe who in time attend to it, 

confirmed ſickneſs and impotence of body 

5 and mind, and haſty death, 


= Should any ſuggeſt, "thai our Maker 
q might in a leſs troubleſome way have in- 
1 ſtructed us, when any part of our nice and 
a0. Wy frame was diſordered- let us 
. | reflect, how neffefiucl we every day ſee the 

1 2 remon- 
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remonſtrances of reaſon prove, with re- 


gard to indulgences certainly deſtructive to L Le 


health, when there is preſent pleaſure to 


tempt men, and no preſent violent pain to 


reſtrain them. The gradual decay of their 


reaſon and ſtrength will not convince drunk- _ 


ards of the evil of intemperance, and rouze | 7 
them to recover health and vigour by tem- | 


perance; who yet by the burning pain of a | 
fever, or the torture of the gout, are con- 
vinced of the value of health, and of the 


obligations of temperance, and determined 


to regard them. And where perſons are 


not ſlaves to appetite, a variety of other 
pleaſures, cares or improvements, engaging 
their attention, would hinder the mpſt from 
minding the health and vigor of their bo— 
dies, until their diſorders became deſperate 
and introduced death; did not a wiſe God 
by pain ſtrongly admoniſh them, that their 


bodies were difordered, and determine them | 


to take a timely care of their health. Not 
to add, that the moral utility of pain, in 
rendering us leſs fond of ſenſual pleaſures, 
of the gratifications of a vain imagination, 
and a worldly iclicity, and powerfully di- 
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verting our concern to the improvement of 


ö . our minds, to the pleaſing God, and ſecur- 
Z ing the intereſts of our immortal exiſtence, 
wherein pain and fickneſs will be unknown; 
thus producing that ſerious thoughtfulneſs, 

| that command of our inclinations, and pre- 
ference of virtuous pleaſures, on which not 
only the beſt enjoyments of this life, but our 
4 | happineſs to eternity depend- 


that this 
proves the great kindneſs, as well as wiſcion 


of our Maker, even when he exerciſes us 
with this diſagreeable, but uſeful and ne- 
2 Pär diſcipline. 


5 Theſe thoughts are juſt hinted here, ſince 


there will be occaion more fully to illuſ- 
trate them; when the objection drawn 
From natural evil againſt the goodneſs of 
God, will be aer conſidered and an- 


| cred. 
"7 
As a concluſion of the preſent proof of 
v0 our Maker's benevolence, let me obſerve; 
that ſince theſe Panding and univerſal laws 
of the human conſtitution, are in their ma- 
| nifeſt tendency and natural effects produc- 
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tive to us of ſo much good, they are a de- 2 
monſtration that the God of nature is xi. 
verſally and conflantly benevolent, and in a 


high degree; having ſo well contrived and 
ſuited the frame of all mankind, in all ages, 


to their improvement in virtue and happi- 
neſs. It is alſo from hence apparent, that 


God in no reſpect means us ill, and that the 


evils of which we complain, are to be 


aſcribed to our neglecting or violating tboſe 
beneficial laws, which his wiſdom had | 
_ eſtabliſhed, and not unto any appointment | 
of his, the original deſign and natural ef. 
fect of which were evil. And where our | 
ſufferings are not owing to our neglect or | 
violation of the divine conſtitutions, they | 
ariſe from occaſional interferings or croſlings | 
of ſome laws, in their general tendency moſt 
beneficial. And even theſe inconveniencics | 


may be ſo managed by us, as to become 


| ſubſervient to our greater moral improv | 


ment, and conſequently to our higher per 8 


fection and bappineſs for ever. 


This then is a rational and juſt conch = 


ſion, that the Farber of our ſhirits and Fir- | 
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mer of our bodies, who for wile purpoſes 


hath conjoined them in a myſterious union, 


and by our conſtitution ſubjected us to ſuch 


regulations, effects and conſequences, 18 
really benevolent, conſtantly and infinitely be- 


nevolent. That all his works, man eſpeci- 5 
ally, as far as they are his works, are very 


good; that his goodneſs endures through- 


out all generations, and his praiſe therefore 


ſhould always endure, 
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SERMON VL 


to Mankind 1 in particular, 


MATTHEW v. 45. 
e maketh bis fun to riſe on the evil and on 


* 3 be good; and Jeans: rain on the Ju and 


on 2 the unjuſt. 


IF theſe words, our divine Maſter pro- 


ounds to the imitation of his diſciples 
the goodneks of our heavenly Father, mani- 


| feſted in the courſe of his providence. He 


not only formed mankind, and placed them 
upon this earth, which he had moſt wiſely 


F and bountifully prepared and furniſhed for 
| : their habitation, but with a benignity ſupe- 
= rior to their ingratitude and ill deſert, pre- 


bounties, and continues the healthfulneſs 


and fcrtility of the world on which they 
4 4 live. 


LT he Gooines of Divine Providines, 


= ſerves them in a capacity of enjoying his 
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live. With theſe words therefore we begin 


our illuſtration and proof of the goodneſs of | | 

God as preſerver. The goodneſs of Divine 
providence over mankind, both natural and 
moral, we ſhall now endeavour to evince; | © 
introducing the proof with the mention of T 


his uni ver ſal benevolence, in preſerving the 


whole animal creation. 


The producing one creature capable of 


enjoying good, on purpoſe that he might 


enjoy it, is 2 proof of goodueſs, or kind in- 
tention in the Creator. The benevolence 
which produces an 7nfinite variety of theſe, 
muſt be confeſſed equal to the effect pro- 
duced, that is infinite. Such alſo muſt we 
acknowledge the Benevolence, which pre- 


ſerves to all theſe the capacities for enjoying 


good, and which iniſters the proper ſup- 


plies ; upholding all in life and vigour, con- 
tinuing the order, beauty and fertility of the 
world, and its ſubſervience to the well being 
of the numberleſs living creatures, which 


the univerſal Creator hath placed upon it. 


Should the great Firſt Cauſe ceaſe his influ- 


ence and ſupport, mankind and all other 
living creatures would fink into the duſt. 
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The continual direction of infinite wiſdom, 


and the exertion of equal power, are evi- 


dently required, to maintain in regular ac- 


tion ſuch an infinite variety of fine machines, 


as are the bodies of all living creatures ; to 


continue the circulation of the blood and 
other fluids, and the ſecretion of the ſeveral 
Juices and ſpirits, and 1 unto all life, 
breath and motion. 


It evidently requires alio the conſtant ex- 
ertion of the ſame perfections, to turn round 
the vaſt orb of the ſun, and to dart his 
beams, and by them enlighten and warm the 
world; and to dire& and perform the re- 
gular revolution of this earth, around the 
great delegated ſource of light and heat to 
raiſe the vapours and ſend them down again 


in dews and ſhowers, and from the maſs of 
| earth to produce in endleſs ſucceſſion plants, 


and herbs, and trees, to ſupply food for all 


* fleſh. The numberleſs particles which com- 


| poſe the earth and waters, are in themſelves 
mortionleſs, being void of life and thought, 
incapable of knowing thoſe infinitely vari- 


"ous purpoſes to hich they are made ſub- 
ſetvient, or of purſuing them, Tt requires 


there- 


156 The Goodneſs of Divine Providence, 
therefore a conſtant exertion of the divine 
{kill and energy, to actuate, move and guide 
theſe, for producing continually numberleſs 
effects, bearing on them manifeſt characters 
of wiſdom and benevolence. And continu- 
ally to exert his wiſdom and power in infi- | 
nite inſtances for the good of innumerable | 
creatures, to preſerve their lives and facul- | 
ties of action and enjoyment, and furniſh | 
them with proper good, proves the Divine | 
Benevolence to be unchangeable and inex- | 
hauftible ; not a fluſh of good humour put- 
ting forth itſelf rarely and by fits, but an 
ever flowing ſtream from an infinite ocean, 
How nobly does the devout king cele- 
brate this exhauſtleſs bounty, (Pſalm civ. 
24—.) and with what chearſul tranſports 
of gratitude ſhould we apply our minds to 
the admiration and praiſe of our gracious 
Preſerver, and the Preſerver of every living 
thing. O Lord, how manifeld are thy works! 
in wiſdom haſt thou made them all : the earth 
7s full of thy riches, So is the great and wid: 
ſea; in which move creatures innumerable, 
both ſmall and great. There is eſpecially re- 
markable, that huge /eviatban, ohon bh 


haſt 
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haſt made to play therein. Theſe all wait upon 


thee, that thou mayeſt give them their meat in 


due ſeaſon. Even the young lions that roar 
after their prey, ſeek and receive their meat 


from God. That which thou giveſt them they 
gather. Thou oßeneſt thy hand, they are filled 


with good, thou hideſt thy face, they are troub- 


| Z led; thou takeſt away their breath, they die 
and return to their duſt. Thou ſendeſt forth 
| 5 thy ſpirit, they are created; and bon ag . 
1 the fact 4 the earth, 


'Tis a groſs miſtake, to imagine that the 
world and the creatures upon it are like a 
great engine, which indeed were at firſt 
= framed and ſet a-going by the {kill and en- 
|= ergy of the Deity; but were then left to 
> themſelves, as not afterwards wanting his 
E 5 The matter which 
i A compoſes the world is dead and thoughtleſs, 


ſupport and direction. 


and conſequently deſtitute in itſelf of all 


power and motion; 


bread, and then diftribute itſelf to the moi 
neceſ- 


. and can no more con- 
| 7 tinue its beautiful form, and the infinitely 
various and regular motions of the parts, 
| 3 than it could contrive and begin them. No 
more than the corn can make itſelf into 


" — * 
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neceſſitous, without the direction of a ſkilful 


hand, and a charitable heart. The various 


animals can no more continue their life, 
than they could give it themſelves at firſt. 
It is therefore a new exertion of the Divine 
goodneſs, which every moment preſerves 


, the beauty of the world, and the life and 


enjoyment of the creatures inhabiting it; and 


with an infinite expence ſupplies from his 


inexhauſtible treaſures their returning wants. 
Should a perſon maintain out of a large 
eſtate a thouſand indigent people, and with 


unwearied attention and Uiligence, provide 


and diſtribute to them every day proper ſup- 
plies ; and take no more to himſelf from this 


eſtate, than the ſatisfaction of thus com- 


municating good to others; would not he 


be celebrated as a noble pattern of diſinter- 


eſted benevolence? And what ſhall we then 
think, what can we worthily ſay of that in- 


finite Bounty, which ſupplies all the illi 
of mankind, and all the countleſs numbers 


of inferior animals, which with unabating 
bounty hath done it for zhouſands of years 
ſince the creation, and will do it until the 
conſummation of all things? 


i 
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To raiſe our gratitude as men, to the Pre- 


ſerver of all living creatures, let us obſerve, 


that the continuing infinite numbers of theſe 
in life, and conſtantly ſupplying them with 
immenſe quantities of good, are not only 


glorious proofs of his unbounded benevo- 
lence to them, but his immediate bounty to 


them, is in reality a very great kindneſs to 


15. Can the brutes feel half the pleaſure in + 
taking the food given them by the hand of 
God, as mankind, if they were generally 
* conſiderate and benevolent, might enjoy in 
beholding innumerable creatures pleaſed with 
their exiſtence, in admiring their various 
| beauties, their inſtincts and forms ſo well 


adapted to their differing ways of life, and 
the courage, ſwiftneſs, ſtrength, ſagacity, 


and the like, which diſtinguiſh the ſeveral 
| ſpecies—and in adoring the wiſdom which 


contrived: all theſe, and the power which 


| ſupports them, and exulting in that un- 


changeable goodneſs, and thoſe inexhauſti- 
ble treaſures, by which they are e 


ſupplied? 


To this let us add, that if we conſidered 
the brutes merely in their Jubſervience to the 


ſup- 
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160 The Goodneſs of Divine Providence, 
ſupport and pleaſure of our bodily part, we 
muſt own the Divine Benevolence which 

maintains them, to be a yet greater kindneſs 
to men; fince according to a juſt obſerva- 
tion of Socrates, animals are of more uſe to 
us than all the plants and trees. Their 
ſtrength eaſes our labours, and miniſters to 
our pleaſure; and being joined in many of 


them with courage and fidelity, ſhares our E 
dangers, and bears us through them. Their 


milk and their fleſh yield us the moſt agree- 
able and ſtrengthening food, their fleeces, 
Hair and other ſpoils, cloath and adorn us; 
and though numbers of them in rength 


exceed mankind, yet they readily ſubmit to 
the direction of a child. Such alſo is the 


general benevolence of the Creator, that 
vhile they miniſter to us, they ſerve them- 


ſelves; the reaſon and ſtrength of mankind 


being employed to guard and provide for 
them, in return for the benefits which men 
receive from their ſubjection. 


In continuing and preſerving the human 


race, the Divine Providence makes uſe of 


i parents as ſubordinate inſtruments; Y And 15 
* Vide Xenoph. de Memor, Socr. I. 4. c. 3. ſ. 10. 
| not 
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not the Divine Philanthropy viſible, in the 
ſtrong mutual paſſion in the ſexes, improve- 
able into a virtuous friendſhip and its ſatis- 
factions, and in the tender affection which 
he hath planted in their boſoms to their 
helpleſs and indigent offspring, which ſo 
forcibly prompts the parents to guard and 
= ſupply them; and which not only renders 
= the ſollicitude, labours and expences neceſ- 
ſry for this purpoſe tolerable, but converts 
them into ſome of the moſt valuable plea- 
ſiures of life. And as the benefits derived 
from parents, are the gifts of God at ſe- 

= cond hand, fo the good things which are 
the fruits of our own {kill and induſtry, 
are in reality the bleſſings of his goodneſs. 

For our intelligent and altive powers were 
at firſt given, and are continually preſerved 
by God; and the various materials on which 

we employ them for our advantage, are alſo 
>» his gifts, and his 5% ing aſcertains our ſuc- 
= ceſs. Thus the goodnels of the Divine pro- 
= vidence gives to the huſbandman the food, 
which is the fruit of his own labour; ſince 
his ſtrength and his {kill are from God, who 
gives him the earth which he manures, and 
continues it fertile, warming and watering 


M 1 


162 The Gordneſs of Divine Providence, 
it from heaven, cauſing the graſs and corn 
to ſpring, and bringing them to maturity. 


Again, to preſerve mankind, is not mere- 
ly to preſerve a race of beings capable of 
ani mal gratifications, but countleſs numbers 
of rational beings... In regard to every ſingle 

perſon, to maintain him a rational agent, to 

preſerve reaſon upon the throne, and the 
imagination in due ſubjection; to continue 
memory, and cauſe ideas and thoughts to re- 
turn in a ſtated order this as much re- 
quires the continual kind direction of the 


divine Wiſdom, as the continuing the regu- 


lar flow of the blood, and of the other 
fluids, While therefore we feel ourſelves 
to be rational, and enjoy the. pleaſures and 


advantages of a ſound mind, and ſee millions 
around us thus favoured, muſt we not own | 


with gratitude, the kind unwearied attention 
of the Deity; unto whom we owe all the 
good ariſing from the exerciſe of our ra- 
tional powers, and are obliged for all the 
greater good which would ariſe to mankind, 
did they properly cultivate and exert theſe 
powers? The extinction of the ſun would 
not be more certainly followed with univer- 
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ſal darkneſs and confuſion in the material 
ſyſtem, than a ceſſation of divine influences on 


the rational world, would be followed with 


like darkneſs and confuſion in every human 


mind. 


From hence let our thoughts aſcend, and 


obſerve the kindneſs of divine providence to 


mankind as moral agents, who can deſerve 


well or ill, and may be trained to a ſtate 
of exiſtence greatly ſuperior to the preſent, 


in perfection, duration, and felicity. Our 
apprehenſions of the divine benignity may 
become more diſtinct, and our convictions 


ſtronger, if we view it as exerciſed in com- 


mon to all men, or as extending, according 
to our Lord's repreſentation in the text, to 
the ungrateſul and wicked, who deſerve evil. 


I. Let us employ a few thoughts on the 


common goodneſs of divine providence to man- 
kind, as moral agents. And let us keep in 


anind that we are now conſidering men, not 


merely as percipient beings, capable of plea- 


ſure or pain, but as rational and free crea- 


tures, capable of diſcerning a rectitude, worth 


and beauty 1 in ſome actions and diſpoſitions, 
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and a wrong, a baſeneſs and odiouſneſs in 
others, and of chuſing and practiſing the 
right actions, and of cultivating the worthy 
and amiable character; and of thus enzoy- 
ing the ſatisfactions of conſcious integrity 


and goodneſs, and of riſing to the deſtined 


rewards of theſe in ſome future ſtate; and 
to that perfection of nature and of happi- 
neſs for which they prepare us——or in 
danger by preferring animal indulgences to 
the ſatisfactions of virtue, of finking to in- 
cureable vice and utter deſtruction. As 
from the right temper and condu& ariſe 
the moſt valuable happineſs of man, and 
from the morally evil his greateſt miſery; 
we are to eſtimate the kindneſs of the di- 
vine providence by the aptitude of the ſtatc 


and circumſtances wherein we are placed, 


to excite and form men to virtue, and thus 


prepare them for happineſs; to guard them | 
againſt vice, or to reclaim them when co!- | 


rupted. 


*Tis certain the providence of God, if be 


ſaw it beſt, could by a conſtant and irreſit-“ 
ible influence determine men to. practiſe c- 
tions in themſelves good; and by a like 
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wicked actions: but his wiſe goodneſs ſees 
this not to be beſt, It would violate the 
freedom of choice which he had given 


them, and incapacitate them for all the 
worth of a voluntary and approved obedi- 
ence, for all the ſatisfactions of conſcious 
virtue, and for the divine complacency in 
this life, and rewards in the next. We are 


therefore to expect from the benevolence of 
our great Governor only thoſe influences, 
and that treatment, which are agrecable to 
his character of a moral governor, and to 
our own character as moral agents. And 
when we view the diſpenſations of God in 


this light, the following will appear im- 
portant inſtances of the divine philanthropy. 


1. The many good inclinations and diſpoſi— 
tions natural to man, notwithſtanding any 
degeneracy, which may have been gradu- 

ally introduced, and the many advantages 
for virtue, amidſt which they are born, are 
inſtances of the kind providence of God, as 
the moral governor of man. All men in 
ſucceſſive generations have not barely ſuch 
degrees of "reaſon and liberty, as are neceſ- 
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ſary to conſtitute them accountable ; but 
they have many good inclinations and af— 
fections, which ſtrongly excite to practiſe 


what is morally good; and theſe ſo deeply 


rooted in their frame, that the worſt men 
cannot caſily clear their minds of them. 
They have ſhame to reſtrain them from vile | 
actions, and a ſenſe of Honour and defire of | 
attaining it, to prompt them to good, and | 


reward them with exquiſite pleaſure when 
they have practiſed theſe. —In every coun- 


try men are formed to be others, to be de- 


lighted in their good, reſpectful to "= 


rit, grateful for kindneſſes, tenderly affected 


with human miſeries, and heartily pleaſed 


when they can remove them——madeſly, a 
| fecial temper, a teachable diſpoſition, and the 
like, continue to characteriſe children, where 


they are not ſuppreſt by a bad education. 


And the Author of nature hath made it ſo 
much the intereſt of parents, to cultivate 


theſe diſpoſitions in their children; and 
cauſed them in the courſe of things to ſuf- 
fer ſo long and fo heavily, when they ne- 
glect to cultivate good diſpoſitions, and ſuf- 


fer or encourage the prevalence of the con- 


trary ; that they muſt go contrary to natute 
8 | a ; a and 


5 
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and intereſt, when they do not cheriſh the 


good diſpoſitions of their children. 


It hath alſo been found neceſſary, to the 


maintenance and flouriſhing of ſocieties, to 
command and encourage the principal in- 
ſtances of virtue by /aws, and to forbid and 


diſgrace the contrary. And when perſons 
are grown up to reaſon, tis hardly poſſible 


for them to be caſt into any circumſtances, 
in which their natural ſenſe of the beauty of 


virtue, and odiouſneſs of vice will not exert 


itſelf. Are they praiſed or flattered? This 
ſuggeſts the worth of the virtues aſcribed to 
them, and their own deficiencies in theſe. 


Are they reproached? This direaly ſhows 


them the baſeneſs of the vices with which 
they are upbraided; if not alſo their own 


faultineſs in having indulged to them. Are 
others praiſed? How can they who hear 
it help aſking each one himſelf; have I the 


good qualities commended? Are others re- 


proached? And is not this a natural reflec- 
tion; certainly the ſame diſpoſitions and ac- 
tions, ſhould they be mine, will be my re- 


proach? Does a perſon Juffer by the Ingra- 
titude, injuſtice, treachery, or intemperance 
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168 The Goodneſs of Divine Providence, 
of others, and reſent it? How obvious is 


the reflection: will not ingratitude to God, 


an infinitely greater benefactor, if it be found 
in me, render me till more deſerving of 
diſpleaſure. and condemnation? Or can | 


think, that my practiſing any of the other 
vices will render them leſs odious in me, 
than I now ſee them to be in others? Are 
we witneſſes to the good actions of others; 
and will not this naturally excite either 
| ſhame or emulation? And do not the bad 
actions to which we are witneſſes, and the 


guilt, reproach and miſchief attending them, 
rouze our conſciences to condemn us, if we 


8 have been guilty of the like? 


Theſe, not to mention others, are advan- 


tages for virtue and happineſs, which God | 


gives to all men in ſucceſſive generations; 
and therefore univerſal inſtances and proots 


of the continued kindneſs of his moral pro- 


vidence, To theſe I might add the notices 
of theſe important truths, concerning the 


exiſtence and moral providence of the Deity, 
and a future ſtate of recompences; which 


communicated by God to the firſt parents of 
mankind, and by them to their deſcendants, 
have. 


I Xs 
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have, though mixed with many cortuptions 


in various ages and nations, ſerved to put 


the honeii and (conſiderate every where, up- 
on ſearching out and recommending to others 
theſe truths, with different degrees of clear- 
© neſs and exactneſs, and thus enforcing the 
© dictates of natural conſcience, and the prac- 
tice of virtue. The advantages deſigned for 
all men, and actually communicated to 
numbers in the Goſpel Revelation, will be 
cConſidered under another head. 


2. By making the great lines of duty Je- 


gible to all, and in a manner writing them 
upon their hearts; and by appointing the 


praclice of thoſe duties and virtues to be the 
condition of obtaining the divine favour and 


final happine&, the fendency of which is to 


make every private man, and every ſociety, 


moſt happy af preſent; God has manifeſted 
his goodneſs as our moral governor. * He 
hath fhewed thee, O man, what is good + and 


what does the Lord require of thee ; but d do 


Lufee and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
wth God; was the declaration of an antient 


prophet of the Moſt High. And if thou 
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170 The Gooaneſs of Divine Providence, 
wilt enter into hfe eternal, keep theſe com. 
mande; thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God wit! 
all thy heart, and ſoul, and flrength ; and thy | 
neighbour as thyſelf ; was the direction given 
by the Son of God to one, who enquired of | 
hir the way to the favour of God and ever- 


latang bleſſedneſs. And the reaſon of all 


men, If they conſulted it, would clearly te. 
commend the ſame diſpoſitions and actions; 
and both reaſon and experience inform them, | 
that in this way they would moſt promote 
private and publick good, as well as belt | 
prepare themſelves to become r after 
death. 


2 3 not veneration, gratitude, obedience, 


truſt and reſignation, evidently due from us 


to the greateſt and beſt of Beings, who 
made and preſerves the world; and who i 
alſo our Creator and Preſerver, and the Au- 
thor of all our good; and on whom we arc 
entirely dependent for time and eternity 


And will not the cultivation and expreſſion 


of this temper, by proper acts, yield noble 
ſatisfactions, animate us to every virtue, and 


reſtrain from every vicious and hurtful prac- 


tice, and give the pious the beſt ſupports 
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amidſt the troubles of life, and the moſt 
- cheering hopes in the views of death? 


Is it not evidently reaſonable, that we 


1 ſhould abſtain from doing unto ers, what- 
ever we ſhould condemn them for doing, if 
in like circumſtances they did it unto us? 
And that we ſhould behave to them with 
that juſtice, truth, kindneſs and compaſſion, 
which we deſire and expect they ſhould ex- 
erciſe towards us? And can we habitually 
act after this manner without enjoying ſome 


of the beſt pleaſures ; juſtly approving our- 


1 ſelves, being deſervedly eſteemed and be- 
loved by others, and with reaſon conſider- 


ing ourſelves as approved by God? 


Is it not alſo evidently reaſonable, to be 


moderate in our indulgence to the animal 
appetites and paſſions, and to make them 
always ſubordinate to health, to ſoundneſs 


of mind, to a capacity for better pleaſures, 


and to our acquiring and enjoying the eſteem 


and friendſhip of the wiſe and goad? And 


are not theſe duties the ſum of what God 


recommends to us by our -reaſon, as his 
laws? Is not the obligation of theſe alſo 
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172 The Goodneſs of Divine Providence, 
confirmed by revelation ? Are not they moſt 
happy in themſelves, and moſt beneficial to 
their acquaintance, who live by theſe rules? 
5 And are not their minds prepared by ſuch a 


courſe of life, to riſe to a more exalted feli- 
city i in an eſtabliſhed devotion, goodneſs and 


rectitude, when they ſhall be called up to 
a nobler ſtate of being? Is not then our 


Governor moſt benevolent; who, if we ap- 
ply ourſelves to improve our natures, and 


render ourſelves and thoſe about us happy 
here, will make us N blefſed here. 


after. 


3. The mixture of good and evil in the 


preſent ſtate, ſo well ſuited to a ſtate of di. 


cipline and improvement, is another inſtance 


and proof of the goodneſs of God's moral 
providence. The effects of the various 


eſtabliſhed laws of nature are, as might rea- 


ſonably be expected from the great wiſdom 


and kindneſs of the Creator, an inexhauſt- 
ible variety of agreeable and uſeful produc- 


tions, adapted to the wants and inclinations 
of the numberleſs inhabitants of the world. 
Yet as this was not intended to be to man- 
kind: a final, but a probationary ſtate, as they 


were 
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were not to be compleatly bleſſed here, but 
to prepare themſelves by an approved and 
confirmed piety and virtue, for compleat 
bleſſedneſs in ſome following ſtate, it is an 


evident inſtance of the wiſe benevolence of 


our ſupreme Governor, that ſenſible enjoy- - 


ments ſhould be ſubject to uncertainty, often 


embittered with pain and diſguſt, and ſhould 
abate by a frequent repetition in their power 


of pleaſing. Men would otherwiſe by theſe 
pleaſures, be diverted from purſuing the 
more valuable ſatisfactions of knowledge and 
goodneſs, and from thus preparing them- 


ſelves for enjoying a rational and conſum- 
mate felicity, when their ſtate of trial ſhould 


be cloſed. 


57 ol 


Every change of 4 alſo, from health 


to ſickneſs, ot eaſe to pain, from abun- 
dance to want, or from honour to reproach, 
gives an opportunity to exerciſe ſome par- 
A virtues, and calls for them, if a per- 


ſon would preſerve the enjoyment of him- 


ſelf. And every freſh exerciſe of a virtue 
ſtrengthens the habit, and enlarges our ca- 


pacities for mental and v virtuous pleaſures 


here and hereafter. 
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Both the wiſdom and benevolence of vor 
moral Governor are then viſible in ſo dif. 
poſing things; that by means of our own 
frailty, and the frailty of others, and through 


the defects in our own virtue, and in the 


virtue of other men, this world ſhould be 
incapable of yielding full and durable ſatis- 


faction to the human mind. Aud that if 


men would know any thing like this, they 
muſt gain it by conſtantly applying them- 


ſelves to ſelf-improvement, by keeping in 


view an higher {tate of being, and rejoicing 


In the hope of i it. 


war The Spe] goodnef of God s moral 


Mice is alſo viſible in ſo framing the 


human conſtitution, that 72s /ife ſhould be 


Nort; and yet that we might in it form and 


efabliſh that temper and character, which 
Will; „us in a ſtate of continual improve- 
mont and happineſs for eternity. By the faith- 


few years, we may be raiſed to that pre- 


Sailing piety and rectitude of diſpoſition, Þ * 
"which will qualify us when we ſhall be freed ]“ 
from the temptations ariſing from our ani- Þ : 


mal inclinations and paſſions, and from ſur- 
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ful practice of religion and virtue during a 
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rounding bad examples, to advance in know- 
ledge, devotion, virtue and happineſs, with- 
out danger of falling for ever. : 


The moſt e tenet with man- 


kind to violate their duty, and to contract 
thoſe vicious habits, which diſqualify the 
mind for the bleſſedneſs of a future ſtate, 


are derived from ſenſible or bodily Sood and 
evil, pleaſure and pain. And the apparent 
value and ſeducing influence of theſe are 
much diminiſbed, by the ſhortneſs and un- 


certainty of that life, during which alone 
they can affect our well-being. The moſt 
powerful z:c7ves allo to determine us to that 


religious and virtuous courſe, which 1s our 
preparation for future and everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſs, are drawn from this ſuture ſtate, and 
become more forcible in proportion as they 
are brought nearer to us——and theſe are 


brought quite home to the rational and con- 


ſiderate, by the viſible ſhortneſs and uncen- 
tainty of human life. A conſtitution therg- 
fore which weakens the temptations to vice 


and diſobedience, and ſo much ſtrengtheps 


the motives to piety and virtue, muſt. be 
confeſſed very kind and beneficial to crea- 


tures 
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tures on their trial, for a ſtate of perfection 


but for a moment. | 
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and felicity, compared with which all the 
Joys and ſorrows. of mort: by are eſs, and 
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Before the flood, the lives of men were ge 


nerally extended to many hundred. years. And 


what was the conſequence? Did they, who 


from the beginning of life were well in- 


a clined, make a progreſs in virtue and piety 
anſwerable to this length of years? And did 
others, whom the heat of youth, and the 


allurements of ſenſual pleaſure, ſeduced into 
the e paths of ſin, when age and experience 
had given them full time and materials for 


reflection, generally grow conſiderate and re- 


turn to the path of religion and happineſs; 
and after they had been diſappointed in a 


thouſand experiments, try the only rational 
experiment for happineſs, fear God and let 
his commandments? Noon the contrary, 
ſo univerſal was the corruption among the 
men, whoſe lives were meaſured by hun- 


dreds of years, that but one family, conſiſt- 


ing of eight perſons, were found clear of this 
total dtfapilee and fit to be ſaved from the 


deluge, 
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delug e, to become the parents of a better 
race. And if preſent experience be conſulted, 
we ſhall find, that the ſtrong and vigorous, 
who can with ſome reaſon imagine death at 
a diſtance, and promiſe themſelves a length 
of years and worldly emjoyments, are not 
uſually the moſt grateful to God their Crea- 
tor, or the moſt active in improving life, 
and diſcharging its duties. They commonly 
plunge fo deep into the cares and pleaſures . 
of this world, as to loſe ſight of the great 
end of their being, and all concern for at- 
taining it; and contract ſuch ſenſual and vi- 
cious diſpoſitions and habits, that even when 
they find themſelves drawing near the cloſe 
of lle, and that they cannot be happy in 
this world, they have neither inclination nor 
power left, to raiſe their thoughts to the ſa- 
tisfactions of virtue and devotion, or to ſtrive 
for the bliſs of immortality, Whereas per- 
ſons of a tender and fickly conſtitution, who 
feel the frailty of their ſtate, and who are 
often forced on the conſideration of death, 
and of what may lie beyond it, though they 
enjoy fewer of the pleaſures of life, are more 
© thankful to their Creator for what they en- 
Joy. By their frequent regards alſo to ano- 
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ther ſtate, their minds are ſo deeply impreſt 
with the vaſt importance of it, and with the 


immenſe value of a bleſſedneſs unmixed, di- 


vine and eternal, that gratitude to God who 
hath called them to the Hope of it, and a 


concern to ſecure it by eſtabliſhing habits of 


piety and virtue, become their temper. The 


longeſt and moſt proſperous enjoyment of 
the world, and with more reafon ſtill their 
ſhort and broken portions of it, are alſo judg- 
ed by them trifles, in compariſon of their 


_ cultivating a divine temper,” and preparing 


for a divine and never-ending bleſſedneſs. 


If then to beings made for immortality, 
and on their trial for an immortality of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, that ſtate be the beſt, which is 
moſt favourable to the acting their part 


well, and ſecuring immortal felicity, the 


frailty and ſhortneſs of human life, of which 
ſo many are apt to complain, are feal inſtan- 
ces of the wiſe benevolence of the Deity. Þ # 
And although by the earlier generations of Þ # 
men, who abuſed the proſpect of living ſome Þ 2 


centuries, this ſhortning human life might Þ #8 


be regarded as a puniſhment, with reſpec 
to us it is certainly a kind precaution, for 
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preventing our being overcome hy the temp- 


tations which proved fatal to them; and 
like them ſacrificing everlaſting bleſſedneſs 
to the intereſts and pleaſures of time. If 
life therefore prove ordinarily long enough, 
for ſecuring the bleſſedneſs of eternity, and 
the temptations to be conquered, though ſo 
much diminiſhed in their ſtrength by the 


frailty and ſhortneſs of life, yet prove too 


hard for the moſt ; no wiſe perſon will com- 


plain, but rather be thankful to God, that 
our time of trial and danger 1s not longer, 


and that temptations are not more powerful. 
They will rather rejoice in a conſtitution, 
which adds ſo much ſtrength to the motives. 


and reaſons for virtue and piety, and gives 
us time and opportunities ſufficient, for form- 
ing thoſe good habits; which in a following 
ſtate will! improve in ſtrength and vigour. to 
eternity, without danger of change or de- 
cay, and which will inlarge our capacities of 


bleſſedneſs, and inſure our poſſcflion for 


ever. 


Not to add for the ſatisfaction of thoſe, 
who might aſter all regret the loſing ſome 
hundred years e of this world, and 
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not think themſelyes ſufficiently | compen- 


ſated, by their entering ſo much the ſooner 
the Yexrenty paradiſc—that as a high reliſh | 
of ſenſual enjoyments depends upon their 
novelty, and the circle of theſe is narrow, 
fo that they ſoon come round again : even 
in regard to preſent fſatisfafion, life, ſhort as 
it is, will by the wiſe be found long enough. 
The generality are tired with the repetition, 
| before they reach ſeventy years. And though 
they may be {till tenacious of life, and deſi- 
rous of protracting it, this is rather to be 


aſcribed to the force of habit, or to a dread 
of what may come after death, than to any 


| great ſatisfaction which the objects of ſenſe 


now give chem. As a proof of this it may 
be obſerved, that indolence, reſt and ſound 


fleep, become their principal objects; and 
they are not ſo much concerned to multiply 
F gratifications, which they feel themſelves to 
be paſt, as to turn aſide or leſſen thoſe evils, 
which ſurround, and 9 0 fall upon 
them. 


Thel two aft inſtances. of the wiſe be- 
nevolence of our moral Governor, might 


have been farther illuſtrated here ; but we 
ſhall 
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Tay. 


ſhall be obliged to take notice of them again, 


when we are called upon to anſwer the ob- 


je&tions « drawn from this conftitfioh, 25 
the paternal goodneſs of God. 5 

. the goodneſs of tte Divine Pro- 
vidence, as manifeſted in his treatment of 


the wicked, for the ſubj ect of the next dif- 


courſe, I woald 0 1 the preſent with - 


this reflection. 


What peculiar reaſon have all the fin- 


cerely pious and virtuous, to adore the wiſe 


benevolence of their heavenly Father, and 


moral Governor! The laus which he hath 
given them are rules of happineſs, and the 


more exactly they obſerve them, the hap- 


pier they find themſelves; in the ſatisfac- 


tions of rational devotion, and conſcious \ VIr- 
tue and goodneſs, and in the deſerved eſteem 


and affection of others, and in hopes con- 
tinually brightening and enlarging for eter- 
"nity. The more independent alſo they thus 


become on the changes of an uncertain 


world, and more meet for the expected bliſs 
of immortality, The ſtate of thi ings around 


them, their heavenly Father has ordered in 
1 a 


— 


— rr T . eee — * * 
* 7 A * * ry ” * - 7 1 
F * 


182 The Goodneſs of Divine Providence, 
a manner, that may call forth every virtue into | 
exerciſe, and improve it, and prevent their 


indulging expectations of enjoying any con- 
fiderable happineſs here; except in a coùrſe 
of ſteddy virtue, and in the ſolid hopes of 


a better life. And if they can truſt to the 


cleareſt reaſonings, from the wiſdom and 


goodneſs of an ever-preſent and all- diſpoſing 


God; or to the WO and expreſs decla- 


rations of a revelation ſtrongly proved di- 
vine, all the events in the life of a pious man 


are ſo directed, as will moſt promote his vir- 


tue and piety at e and his full bleſſed- 


7 neſs hereafter. 


-If perſons of this character * ackn:wledge 


God in all their ways, he will direct their 


paths. + All things feall work togerber fer 
455 unto them Wks love God. I He chaſiens 
tlem, not for his pleaſure, but jor their pro- 
fit, that they may be made partakers of his 
hlineſs. I He will never ſuffer them to be 
tempted above what mw are able; but With 
the temptation will alſo make a way to eſcape : 
that they may be able lo bear it. He num- 

* Proverbs ili. 5, 6. I Romans vi!!. 28. 

t Hebrews Xl. 10. $ 1 Corinthians x. 13. 
bers 


to Mankind in particular. 482 


bers the * hairs off their heads; and ce, 


* magnify his ſtrength in their weakneſs. He 


will deliver them from every evil work, and 
preſerve them unto his heavenly kingdom\|. And 
although as a conſequence of the frailty f 
their moral conſtitution, of the various ten;;- 

tations amidſt which they are ſituated, bed 


the ſhortneſs of their time of di iſcipline, their 


virtue will be found imperfect; yet ſuch is 
the force of good habits, and ſuch the na- 
ture of their moral conſtitution, that in this 


ſhort life they may G abliſp that good tem 


per, which amidſt the advantages of the 
next ſtate will ſecure them from falling 3 into 


any ſin, and qualify them for improving in 
rag and Alien forever, 


Verily then that God muſt be CON; ſeſt | 13 


finitely benevolent, who thus watches over 
the virtue and happineſs of his inconſtan: 
_ offending, but fincerely dutiful children; 


and who by the diſcipline of afffictions, 


and the trials of this ſhort life, trains then; 
for unchangeable rectitude and felicity, and 


* Matthew x. 29. 1 2 Corinthians xii. 9. 
il 2 I imothy iv. 18. TR 


„ then 


184 The Goodneſs of Divine Providence, 
then rewards them with theſe ineſtimable 
gifts; how happy will a correſpondent gra- 


titude to God render us in a future ſtate, 


when we who , ave. been conſcious to ſo 
many fins and imperieQions, ſhall ſee and 
feel the divine goodneſs towards us, to be in 


its effects infinite and everlaſting |, 
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The Goodneſs of Divine Providence 


to Sinners. 
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He maketh his fun to riſe on the evil and on 


| the good; and ſendeth rain on the Juſt and 
on the „ 


IN the preceding diſcourſe we had a view 
: : 1 of the goodneſs of the Deity to all man- 
T Kind as their moral governor ; let us, ac- 
cording to the direction of our divine Maſ- 
ter, advance to the conſideration of his good- 
- nels, as exerciſed towards /inners, who de- 
ferve evil. Such is the majeſty and great- 
neſs of the ſupream Cauſe of all things, and 
ſo inconſiderable are mankind when com- 
pared with him, that ſuppoſing them gene- 
rally to prove dutiful and obedient, when we 
ſerioully meditated on the continued atten- 


tion, 
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186 The Goodneſs of 

tion, tender care, and unfailing ſupplies of 
the divine providence, -we-ſhould-ſee reaſon 
to cry out: What is man that God is mindjul 
of bim, or the ſon of man, that be wviſitet) 
him x. How much more, when we reflec, 
that the beſt are very dęfective in gratitude 
and obedience, and chargeable with many 
inſtances of a contrary behaviour ; and that 
a righteous God, ever a witneſs to their con- 
duct, bears with their inconſtancy, forgive 
them when penitent repeated offences, ac. 
cepts their poor returns of duty and grati 
tade, and by a variety of gracious method; 
trains them for immortal bleſſedneſs. 


But how much greater reaſon ſtill hate 
we to cry out, what is man, that thou ari 
mindful of him; when we conſider, that : 
great part of mankind, in their general di- 
poſition and conduct, are forgetful of God, 
ungrateful for his daily benefits, diſobedient 
to his righteous laws, negligent of the noble 
and kind deſign for which he made an! 
preſerves them, yea oppoſers of it. T9 
think that the great God, whom their beit 


. 9 


JW 


- ſervices cannot profit, and who is a conſtatt “ 


* pfalm viii. 4. . 
„ wWitnels 


2% 
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witneſs to their ingratitude-and diſobedience, 
who loveth righteouſneſs and hateth iniqui- 


ty, and with a word could make them as 
wretched as they are guilty——with an un- 
wearied attention ſupports them in life, that 


they may reform and become happy, multi- 


plies his abuſed favours, and keeps off de- 


ſerved evils; is ready to'cheriſh the fainteſt 
: good diſpoſitions they diſcover, and after 


numberleſs provocations to forgive them; 


and even when they have waſted much of 
life, to reward their devoting the remainder | 
to him and virtue, by placing them in a 
ſtate of improvement and felicity for ever— 
this muſt diſpoſe us, with a rapture of ad- 


miration and gratitude, to cry out; ha. 


are the ſinful children of men, | that God en, 


b Ne ben 


Our hearts will be more affected with this 
condeſcending benevolence, if we take diſ- 


tinct notice of the following 2nftances of it. 


1. God continues to men their rational 
liſe and moral abilities, when they abuſe 
theſe; and not merely neglect, but oppoſe 


the purpoſes of their creation and preſerva- 
tion. 
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Think what perpetual attention, and 
; — rw of wiſdom and 
power are neceſſary, to ſupport the lives, 


and continue the circulation of the blood, 
and the regular return of ideas, to millions 
of ſinners, who, ſhould the Deity withdraw 
one moment his attention and ſupport, muſt 
fall into diſtraction or death. Think alſo, 
that while life. and reaſon are continued, 
they may repent, - and render themſelves 
meet for everlaſting bleſſedneſs. And that 


God defigns they ſhould, make this improve- 


ment of life, appears from his continuing 
the abilities and encouragements for thus im- 


Proving it; as well as from the declarations 


of his word, that * be hath no pleaſure in the 
death of a ſinner ; but had rather that he 


would repent and live. And that I the ricls | 


of his goodneſs and long-ſuffering, are intend- 
ed to lead them to repentance... When the 


infinite greatneſs of the Creator, the num- | 
bers and demerit of the offending. creatures, 


the conſtant attention of the Deity neceſſary 


to ſupport them in life, his continued kind 


intentions towards them, though he be 


greatly diſpleaſed with their offences, and 


Ezekiel xviii. 23. 31. 1 Romans ii. 4. 
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Divine Providence to Sinners. 189 
the immenſe advantages which they may 
make of the reaſon, the moral abilities, and 
the motives to repentance in the poſſeſſion 


of which they are indulged——When all 
theſe are well conſidered, muſt we not con- 
fels this ee or our ee * 
* to 15 nr 


CL Cod, 4 continuing may: ING to 
ves who act ill, that their large experience 
of his forfeited bounty may diſpoſe them to 
conſideration and an ingenuous repentance, 
gives us another inſtance and proof of his 
goodneſs to finners. That theſe good things 
ate granted to them with a iind intention of 
promoting their ſalvation, appears not only 
from theit natural tendency, but from the 
reaſoning of our Saviour in the text and the 
verſe preceding: for he there exhorts to 
love our ' enemies; and to do good unto them 
20h hate us, that we may approve ourſelves 
by a ſimilitude of diſpoſition, the genuine 
children of our heavenly Father; who cauſeth 
bit ſun 10 riſe on the evil and on the good, 
and OO 411 rain on the Os and on' the 
Hip po 
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For how many thouſand years bath the di- 


vine Wiſdom conducted the ſeaſons in an 


uſeful ſucceſſion, and continued the earth 


healthful, fertile and beauteous, for the ſup. | 
port and entertainment of mankind in ſuc- þ 
cCeſſive generations; millions of whom, in | 
every age, have lived regardleſs of their | 
Benefactor, intemperately abuſed his gifts, 


and broken his laws? What long health 


and vigour do many vicious perſons enjoy, 
who never think of the goodneſs which 
ſupports them in life, nor exert their vigor 
in the cheerful ſervice of their Benefactor, 
and in doing good to men? How often do 
_ riches and proſperity reward the {kill and 


induſtry of the profane and unrighteous; 


and how long are they permitted to enjoy 
the fruit of their labours, even though they 
pay no regard to the rules of piety and cha- 


rity in the uſe of their poſſeſſions? This 
indulgence of divine providence to finners, 
hath been in ſome inſtances fo remarkable, 


as to ſtagger the faith of good men; who 
have been * enviaus at the fooliſb, when they 


behzld the profperity of "the wicked : becauſe 


their 580 ſtood out with fatneſs, and they had 


1 


* Pfalm Ixxiij, 
more 


E 37 


Divine Providence to Sinners. 191 
more. than leart could wiſh. | Whereas they 


 themſclves bad been greatly afflicted, and 


chuſtened every morning. They were tempted 
by this diſpenſation to murmur againſt the 
providence of God; forgetting "the benefits 
which they themſelves received from their 
afflictions, and overlooking the defign and 
frequent effect of the divine indulgence to 
ſinners. Whereas had they duly conſidered 
theſe, they would have ſeen, that this diſ- 
penſation was worthy of the wiſdom and 


righteouſneſs, as well as e of the great 
Governor of the world. 


Inconfideturton? the warmth of youth, 


the influence of bad examples and bad com- 

E pany, and the like, often prevail on minds 
1 otherwiſe ingenuous and well inclined, to 
tranſgreſs the laws of God, and venture far 


in the paths of fm. And when God con- 
tinues to theſe (which he often does) the 
enjoyment of his bounties, remarkably pro- 
tects or delivers them from evil, and the 
like; ſuch perſons in their ſober hours, can 


| > ſcarcely help refleQting ſeriouſly upon this 
undeſerved mercy, and being excited by it 


to repentance. To find themſelves, when 


they 


192 The - Goadurſ of 


bleſſings, which their ingratitude and di. 


Jo deſeryed; if they have any remains of 
ingenuity, will ſtrongly diſpoſe them to re- 
pent. And God, who by this gentle me- 
thod reclaims them to piety and goodneſ;, 
and prepares them for final bleſſedneſs, muſt 
be acknowledged very merciful. But a; 
they are the better ſort of finners alone, 
with whom this method is Ne to ſuc- 
ceed ; 3 therefore; -; 


3. In tha caſes God manifeſts his good- | ; 


neſs as a moral governor, by annexing ſen- 
ſible evils of a lighter kind, to the firſt prac- 
tice of fin, in order to rouze the guilty to 
_ conſideration and amendment; and by not 
appointing beavy calamities to overtake them, 
unleſs they proceed far in the ways of wick- 
edneſs. One or a few: acts of intemper- 
ance, do not uſually deſtroy health and lite, 
or leave laſting ſtupidity. on the + mind; 
| though they produce preſent fickneſs and 


pain, and a temporary lots of reaſon and the 


like : which are kind warnings to the in- 
temperate 


they review their lives, in — of many 


— por: forfeited, and exempt 
from many evils, which they have repeat- | 
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gences of ill- nature, envy or | diſhoneſty. 
Ihe remorſe, ſhame; ill treatment, con- 
tempt, and uneaſy apprehenſions, which 

a e they 
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temperate: to ſtop, and not to run on until 


they have quite ruined their conſtitutions, 


and J Aupidity and untimely death become in- 
evitable. A few acts of lewdneſs do not 
quite inſlave a man to this baſe paſſion, or 
= wholly incapacitate for the ſatisfactions of 
1 friendſhip and devotion, and quite ruin the 
character: but they ſtrongly incline the 
guilty to repeat the vice, againſt the remon- 
ſtrances of reaſon, produce inward ſhame, 
1 render the mind averſe to think of God and 


of the exerciſes of devotion, incapacitate in 
ſome degree for the ſatisfactions of a tender 
and virtuous friendſhip, and give a wound 
to the reputation, which if not mortal is 


1 dangerous. Theſe, and other inconvenien- 


cies immediately ſuffered, are evidently pro- 


per to reſtrain tranſgreſſors, and to put them 


on conſidering the conſequences of their 


conduct, and recovering themſelves to vir- 


tue and happineſs, while it is yet in their 
power. The ſame obſervations may be 
applied to the beginnings of an irreligious 
and profane temper; and to the „ir indul- 


194 The Gudneſi-of 


they immediately produce, are kind warn- 

ings to the guilty, that they ſtop. in time, 
and prevent the heavier evils which are the 
conſequences, of, eſtabliſhed Profanencts; ill 
nature, knavach. af: the like. 1 


Could Ganers be tolarably: — and fatif 


fied in vicious courſes, when they had wil- 
fully offended their Maker, they would ſel- 


dom return to him. The ſhame and an- 
guiſh of repentance, the difficulty of regu- 
lating paſſions, which they have faultily 


gratified, and of extirpating evil habits, 
would deter them. But when they find, 
that if they do not return to God they can- 
not be happy, this naturally diſpoſes them 
to conſider, repent and return to God. The 
deſire of riches enlarges with the increaſe, 


and freſh labours and ſollicitudes, and a more 


ardent painful thirſt, are the gains of ava- 
rice. A perſon, who hath, gone the round 
of ſenſual pleaſures finds, that as. the no- 
velty ceaſes, the high reliſh vaniſhes, he 


becomes by degrees fick of his pleaſures, 


and diſpoſed to try ſome new experiments 
for happineſs, and to make a ſerious trial 


of virtue and religion, The i man who hath 
ö felt 
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Divine Providence to Sinners. 1 95 
Felt the torment of unſucceſsful ambition, or 
been diſappointed even in his ſucceſs, is thus. 
excited to aſpire to the divine approbation, 
and the glories and blifs of immortality. 
That theſe diſappointments produce not al- 
ways theſe effects, is the fault of men; that 
they have a tendency to produce them is an 
inſtance of the divine lenity. And this con- 
ſtitution of things is a ſtanding proof of the 


lenity of the government of God, who thus 


early checks and corrects ſinners, that he 
may reclaim them, and prevent their be- 


coming obſtinately wicked, and incureably 
W N 


And fipoalibe u that obſervation thigkit fur- 
niſh us with a few inſtances. of perſons, 
who, through an extraordinary concurrence 
of circumſtances, were utterly ruined by the 


= firſt remarkable acts of vice; the wiſe bene- 
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volence of the great Governor may have 
permitted theſe, as ſolemn warnings to thoſe 
who are viciouſly inclined, that they ven- 
ture not a ſtep into the paths of fin, when 
they know not but ſome deſtructive preci- 
pice may be concealed yery near the en- 
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trance, and they, before they are aware, fall 


into utter ruin. 


4. Allowing to finners the hope of par. | 


don, when they have been great 7ranſgreſ- 
ſors, is another inſtance of the divine lenity, 


The proofs which reaſon offers men of the 


| goodneſs of their Creator, and their large 
experience of it, aſſure them, that he de- 


ſires their welfare, and would make them 
happy; if they do not by obſtinate diſobe- 


dience render themſelves unfit for his fa- 
vour. This ſame reaſon therefore, will give 


them good hope after they have ſinned; 
that if by repentance and amendment, ther 
remove the cauſe of his diſpleaſure, 2nd 


heartily ſtrive to practiſe what he approve, 


his diſpleaſure will ceaſe, he will forgive 


their fins, and accept their ſincere endez- 
vours to pleaſe him. And he hath fo framed 
the human mind, that in proportion as per- 


{ons are conſcious to an ingenuous ſorrow 
for their fins, and abhorrence of 3; 


them, and to hearty reſolutions and endes 


vours of becoming good, their hopes irom | 
the forgiving mercy of their heavenly Fa- 
ther, the beſt of parents, ſhould rife. And 

whe rea, 
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whereas repeated relapſes into vice, and hav- 
ing contracted a great diſability for the prac- 
tice of righteouſneſs, would fink their hopes, 
and endanger their becoming deſperately 
wicked, God hath, by extraordinary pro- 
pPhbets, encouraged and invited the repen- 
tance even of ſuch ſinners. He hath aſ- 
ſiured them, that * he waiteth to be gracious; 
and that , the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and turn 
unto the Lord; he will have mercy upon him, 
and will abundantly pardon him. Yea he ſent 
his own Son from Heaven, to proclaim in 
theſe gracious words a general pardon to all 
penitents. 4 Come wunio me all ye who are 
© weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
1 ; 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
i 7 me. And verily I jay unto you, all manner of 


i | | n and e ſpall be for given unto men. 


5 


1 ; | Theſe and the like declarations of his mer- 
cy, and encouragements to repent, God in 
the courſe of his providence, often preſents 
to the conſideration of ſinners. And under 
„the Gofel diſpenſation, by his miniſters he 
es KI. 28—. Xii. 31 e 
7 O 2 „been 
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often invites them to repent and be forgiven; 
and brings them in the way of thoſe exhor- 
tations and encouragements, which are moſt 
likely to prevail. Or by a ſecret influence 
leads them to ſuch reading and meditation, 
as may ſtrongly affect their hearts with a 
conviction of his abounding mercy, and de- 
; termine them to become objects of it. 


Did God incline to treat frail e ng 
men, according to the vigor of juſtice, he 
might after a few wilful offences declare 
| himſelf irreconcilable; and deſpair and hard- 
neſs of heart would be the conſequence. 
But when on the contrary, the abounding 
_ goodneſs of his nature continues to the ſin- 
ner life and the forfeited bleſſings of it; and 
under the Goſpel his offers of pardon are re- 
peated, and the guilty are indulged, not 
only with the hope that their repentance 
ſhall be accepted to full remiſſion, and de- 
liverance from the wrath to come, but that 
they may obtain everlaſting life: if they 
have any ingenuity left, any diſpoſition .to 
qualify themſelves for the divine mercy, 
theſe hopes, when ſcriouſly conſidered, will 
work ſtrongly upon their minds, and bring 

them 
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them to repentance and holineſs. And all 
who are not thus affected by the divine cle- 
mency, ceaſe to be objects of * divine 

mercy. 


Suppoſe then a perſon who hath i in many 
inſtances ſinned againſt the light of reaſon, 
the remonſtrances of conſcience, the ORE 0 

tages of a religious education, the clear diſ- 

coveries of the divine mercy, promiſes of 

everlaſting bleſſedneſs to the obedient, and 

denunciations of eternal deſtruction to the 
wicked; and in oppoſition to all theſe re- 

ſtraints hath advanced far in vice, and by 

various arts for a long time evaded ſerious 

thinking, and topped the entrance to con- 

viction——ſuppoſe this perſon, by ſome pe- 

culiar diſpenſation of divine providence, by 
ſickneſs of his own, or by the fickneſs and 

death of a companion in fin, to be in a 

manner forced upon ſerious conſideration ; 

and at the ſame time that he diſcerns the 
greatneſs of his guilt, and of his danger from 

the divine juſtice, to apprehend ſtrongly the 
riches of God's goodneſs, who yet waits to 
lead him by repentance to happineſs can 

ſuch a perſon, without inexcuſable guilt, 

Em continue 


l 
= 
| 


p00 The Goodneſs of 


continue impenitent? I appeal to the vi- 


cious, whether they have not had many 


ſuch favourable ſeaſons for becoming peni- 
tent, and been excited by a conviction of 
the divine mercy to reſolve vigorouſly for 
repenting. I appeal alſo to their conſcien- 
ces, whether it was not their own fault 
that their good purpoſes were not happily 


executed. And to every impartial conſiderer 


J would appeal, whether this method of 


treating offenders be not a glorious inſtance 


of the divine lenity. 


35 By bringing heavy calamities upon great 


offenders, who have deſerved to be deſtroyed, 


which were fitted to rouge them to Repent. 
andce, and prevent their fal ruin, God ſhows 
his goodneſs to be very great. Where per- 
ſons have deſerved utter deſtruction, to pu- 
niſh Ie than their ſins deſerve is an inſtance 
of mercy. And where ſevere corrections 


are become nece//ary, to inflict theſe in or- 
der to turn the tranſgreſſors back to the paths 
of duty and happineſs, who are running 


headlong to the precipice of deſtruction, 


manifeſts great lenity in the almighty Co- 


vernor of the world. The Saviour of fin- 


ners, 
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ners, in the * parable of the prodigal ſon, re- 
preſents his Father's merciful intention in 


this diſcipline, and the ſacceſs of it. The 
| ſtraits to which he was reduced, after he 
had waſted his ſubſtance in riot and de- 


bauchery, and the danger he was in of ſtarv- 


ing unpitied, brought him to himſelf, to 


conſideration and repentance; and returning 


penitent to his father he was graciouſly re- 
_ ceived. 


Have any in a courſe of proſperity grown 


ſenſual, unjuſt, and forgetful of God, and 


wholly bent upon a worldly felicity ; by a 
ſecret direction of natural cauſes, as fires, 
ſtorms, or the like, or by permitting the 


fraud or violence of wicked men to exert 


itſelf unreſtrained, God ſuddenly deprives - 


them of their wealth; that they may thus 


be made ſenſible of the folly of their choice, 
and reduced to a deſpair of happineis any 
where eiſe, may feel themſelves obliged to 
return to the paths of virtue and piety. 


Others he lays upon a ſick bed, or ſhakes 


over the grave, that feeling the bad effects 


* Luke xv. 11—. 
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202 The Goodneſs of 
of intemperance, they may be thereby con- 
vinced of its guilt, and may learn alſo the 
folly of a ſenſual temper, and the madneſs 
of an irreligious life, from the gloom and 
horrour with which theſe overſpread the 
mind, when death is apprehended to be 
1 e OS oft 


The flaves to ambition grown inſolent in 
power, regardleſs of God, and oppreſſors of 
men, by a change in the hearts of kings, 
which he holds in his hand, are at once 
ſtript of their abuſed power and riches, and 
humbled in the duſt; that they may be dif- 
poſed to humble themſelves before God, and 
by a reformation of their vices to ſeek his 
favour. Cardinal Molſey was thus reduced 
to cry out, © that had he ſerved God, as 
zealouſly as he had ſerved the king, he 
would not have caſt him off in his old age.” 

By ſtripping #:nz Manaſſeb of his royalty, 
and ſending him a captive to Babylon, the 
divine providence and mercy brought one 
of the worſt princes to ſuch a repentance, 
as qualified him to be reſtored to his country 
and crown, Ur OT 8 
Eyery 
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Every one acquainted with hiftory and 
with mankind knows, that inſtances of this 


diſcipline are very frequent; and they who 
have ſtudied human nature are ſenſible, that 


it hath a powerful tendency to bring to con- 


fideration and repentance, not only the im- 


mediate ſufferers, but all who are acquaint- 
ed with their characters and ſtate. And all 


ſuch muſt own, that when almighty God 
deals thus with ſinners, who have deſerved 


immediate ruin, he manifeſts wonderful mer= 


cy and long-ſuffering; ſuch as will render 
their continued impenitency without excuſe, 


and their final deſtruction deſerved and 
without pity. 


6. The length of time during which God 
hath borne with thoſe, who have been at laſt 
involved in remarkable deſtruction; and the 
various methods he hath uſed to reclaim 


them, before he proceeded to extremity, 


ſupply us with other inſtances and proofs of 
the goodneſs. of his moral providence. The 
deſtruction of the old world by the deluge, 
a moſt awful example of the divine juſtice, 
was yet in the manner, and with the cir- 
cumſtances of inflicting it, as ſignal an in- 


ſtance 
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ſtance of the divine lenity. For the ſhores 
hiſtorian informs us, that after the wickedneſ; 
of men was grown great in the earth, and all 


the imaginations of its inhabitants only evil 
continually; that the long ſuffering of God 


waited one hundred and twenty years *, while 


the ark was preparing: and during that time 


he admoniſhed them by Noah of their dan- 
ger, and called them to repentance. No: 
did a righteous God bring on the general di- 
ſtruction, till the corruption of their manners 


was become ſo general, that but eight per- 
ſons could be found, fit to be ſaved from 


periſhing F. And certainly it then became 
an inſtance of the divine goodneſs, to put 
an end to ſo degenerate a race; and from 


better men, warned and made wiſer by their 


example and puniſhment, to raiſe a new ſett 


of inhabitants, who ſhould comply with the 


deſigns of his benevolence, 


What more terrible than the /daer de- 


ſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrha, and the 


neighbouring cities, by fire from Heaven? 


ä Yet how eee in it the divine lenity: 


* Geneſis vi. 3-15. 1 Peter iii. 20. 
ic, Geneſis vii. 1. 


who | 
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who had tried long in vain to reform them; 


particularly by the inſtructions and example 


of Lot, and by the calamities which they 
| ſuffered from Chedorloamer; and who did 
not rain upon them fire and brimſtone from 
heaven, till their enormous wickedneſs was 
grown general and incurable, and who at 
the prayer of Abraham would have reprieved 
them, could but zen righteous perſons have 
been found in cheir eve cities *, 


How many provocations did Jehovah re- 
ceive from the 1/raelites, whom by a ſeries 
of aſtoniſhing miracles he brought out of 


Egypt, before he condemned that rebellious 


generation to die in the wilderneſs, without 
ſeeing the promiſed land T? How much 
longer ſtill did he bear with their deſcend= 
ants, how many prophets ſend to them, how 
many methods of mercy and judgment try 
with them to cure their idolatry and wicked- 


neſs, before he removed the ten tribes firſt 


who were: the moſt corrupted d; and after 
more than in Hundred years longer trial, the 
other wo tribes allo, from their country» 


* Geneſis xviii, 23. t Pſalm xcy. 
N 2 Kings 3 xvii. 7—. 


and 
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and gave them up to the tyranny and op- 
preſſions of the Afyrians and Bubylonians? 


The laſt deſtruction of their city, temple, and 
nation by Titus, did not overwhelm that ſin- 
ful people; till after they had rejected and 
erucified the Lord of life, refuſed the re- 
newed invitations of the divine grace made 


to them by the apoſtles and miniſters of 
Chriſt, and murdered: them, and' defeated 


every method uſed by the wiſdom and mer- | 

cy of God to bring them to repentance. 
And when they periſhed; they were grown 
ſo generally and incurably wicked, that their 
own hiſtorian Joſephus: fays of them, „they 
were become the oft wicked of men; and 
had not the Romans deſtroyed them, he 


believes the divine Juſtice would have de- 
— 1 fire from heaven. 


And: to name but one inſtance more of 


this ſort. The ruin of the once flouriſhinzs | 
churches of Alia by the Mahometans, was not 
effected, till in contempt of the warnings of 


St. John, and all the precepts .and motives 
of the Goſpel, they had ſo greatly corrupted 
their faith and their practice, that whoever 
reads their hiſtory will be inclined to queſ- 

tion; 


* 
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tion; whether their religion, as they had 
| debaſed it, was better than Mabometiſm, or 
© whether the lives of Mahometans could be 
more wicked, than the lives of thoſe _ 
nerate Chriſtians. N AI 


X: 'To a this of aal 1 be add os 

| inſtances of particular perſons, ſuch as Pha- 
raob, Ahab, Herod, and the like; but I ſhall 
leave theſe to your own. obſervation, only 
4 putting you in mind, that in the hiſtory of 
mankind we can obſerve few, if any tranſ- 
greſſors, who have been taken off by re- 


|  markable judgments, but ſuch as have long 


| defeated the milder methods of mercy and 
correction. And let me for a concluſion 
add this remark, for the honour of the di- 
vine lenity, that God very rarely brings a 
general ruin on a body of ſinners. He uſu- 


1 ally ſeparates for puniſhment one or a few, 


that the reſt may take warning. He threa- 
tens, that he may not be obliged to puniſn; 
and puniſhes a few, that ſurviving numbers 
may by repentance avoid a like ruin. Com- 
panions in debauchery commonly drop one 
after another; and many for a time ſurvive 
to their partners in vice, in a capacity of im- 
proving 
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proving their fall to their own 1 recovery 
and happineſs, 


And if this obſervation be extended to 
nations, the lenity of the divine providence 
will be till more conſpicuous. Though 
vice and irreligion abound in the earth, how 
feu the general or extenſive calamities, with 

which almighty God viſits ſinful men? And 
when he proceeds to what he calls hi 
ſirange work, judgment, how neceſſary was 
_ puniſhment become, for preventing the 
much greater evil of general and eſtabliſhed 
wickedneſs and impiety ; to keep preſump- 
tuous ſinners under ſome reſtraint, to turn 
back thoſe who were entering the paths of 
ruin, and to ſecure and encourage the righ- 
teous and pious? Have not forgetfulneſs of 
God and diſobedience to his holy laws, been 
too generally the character of mankind in 
all ages, though more ſo in ſome ages than 
in others? And yet the annals of mankind 
for /ix thouſand years furniſh but one inſtance 
of a general judgment, the univerſal deluge, 
Have not many great Cities in various ages 
been infamous tor debauchery, and the pe- 
culiar fin of Sodom? And yet we have but 
one 
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one inſtance ſince the creation, of cities de- 


ſtroyed on account of theſe crimes by fire 


from heaven. How many capitals of na- 
tions for centuries paſt have been ſeats of 
© idolatry, perſecution, and debauchery ? Yet 


ſtill are ſtanding and flouriſhing, being left 


to learn repentance from the deſtruction of 


Liſbon. How ſeldom is  extenſi de famine 


kniawn among ungrateful men; of whom ſq | 


few ſeriouſly conſider and acknowledge their 
obligations to the Divine Bounty ? And ac- 


cording to the general courſe of things 


a would it ever lay waſte mankind, if the Pr 05 


duce of fruitful years were uſed with tem- 
perance and charity? Were ſobriety, in- 
duſtry and charity as general, as might be 
expected from rational creatures, e of 


knowing their real circumſtances, and of 
cConſulting their true intereſt ; would a 2/077 
2 * Janath part of the want, pain and wretched- 


+ neſs be felt, of which mankind now com- 
plain? But I would only hint theſe thoughts 
here, and leave a er view of the ko 

mercy to ſinners to be taken in the next 41 f 
courſe; wherein God will be conſidered un- 


der the character of Redeemer ; and con- 


cluge this diſcourſe, with defiring you ſo ta 


. | medi- 


i 
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meditate on the repreſentation 2 given you of 


the Divine Mercy, as to be e engaged by It 
to become INgenubus Penitents, 


May we behold numberleſs inflances of 


tranſgreſſors of the divine laws, exempt from 
deſerved evils, and enjoying numerous for- 


feited bleflings? And are ſome of us in- 
ſtances of che long-fuffering of God; who 
although we have ſinned greatly, are con- 
tinued in the enjoyment of life, and the ac- 
commodations of it, rouzed at times to {e- 
rious conſideration, by the rain of ſome 
companion in vice, and ſtill invited to re- 
pentance by. the hope of obtaining pardon 
and eternal life? And can we queſtion the 
goodneſs of God, which we have not only 
bebcld diſplay ing itſelf around us, but largely 
_ experienced; or hefitate whether it ſhall pre- 
vail with us to repent? The authority 
God is unqueſtionable, and his f. vours have 
been ſo many and great; his commands are 
ſo equitable and conducive to our welfare, 
and the rewards promiſed to obedience i 
large, that theſe conſiderations alone ougl! 


to have determined us to love and ſerre Þ 
him, and heartily to repent, that we hae 
Or hee! 
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been at all diſobedient and ungrateful, But g 


if to this be added, that this great God, Who 


needs not our ſervices or happineſs, who 


| abuſed 
tions to bring us to: conſideration, and mul- 
tiplied favours to excite our ingenuity— 
' hath made it impoſiible to be ſatisfied in a 
vicious courſe, 
might determine us to quit it, and when 
milder methods have proved ineffectual, 
| hath chaſtiſed us ſeverely, t 
prevent our final ruin—and when all theſe 
methods have been defeated by our perverſe- 
: neſs, continues to invite our return to the 
ways of holineſs and of happineſs everlaſt- 
ing 
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hath been a witneſs to our ingratitude and 


rebellions, and always had it in his power 
to puniſh us as we have deſerved, hath borne 
long with us, and continucd his defigns of 
our everlaſting happineſs : not only granting 


us great advantages for the firſt practice of 


our duty, but prolonging them, 


hath 


though 


alſo tried gentler correc- 


that the preſent uneaſineſs 


that he might 


-O Sirs, when you ſeriouſly think 


that this great and holy God, from whom 
you have deſerved the heavieſt evils and ut- 
r deſtruction, bath ſo long manifeſted, 


P 2 


auc 
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and ftill maintains a tender concern for your 
happineſs; can you be longer ungrateful 
and diſobedient? Shall God have been at 
all this expence to ſecure your everlaſting 
welfare; and will not you yourſelves re- 
gard it? After he hath conferred ſuch fa- 
vours, will you refuſe him this return, 2 
compliance with his defign of your eternal 
Happineſs? Surely if you retain the leaf 
_ Ingenuity, gratitude, or even wiſe regard to 
your own intereſt, you will immediately 
break off an intemperate, lewd, profane cr 
unrighteous courſe, fearing to delay a mo- 
ment longer, leaſt ſuch inexcuſable ingr:- 
titude and obſtinate wickedneſs ſhould pro- 
voke him to cut you down, and caſt you 
Into the fire. 


And what a dreadful aggravation will it 
prove of the loſs of heaven, and the puniſh- 
ment of hell, if you bring it upon your- 
ſelves, in oppoſition to the continued endez- 
vours of the beſt of Beings through a great 
part of your lives, to reclaim you from vice 
and miſery, and prevail on you to become 


wile and good, and happy forever ? 


God 
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God forbid, that any of you ſhould bring | 


this upon yourſelves! Confider therefore 


ſeriouſly, the repreſentation which has been 


given of the Divine Mercy to ſinners; | 


and may it determine you to repent im- 
mediately! Amen! 
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T he Genua of God in the 8 


demption of a ſinful World by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


EPHESIANS ii. 5. 
Þy grace are ye faved— 


HE goodneſs of God, or bis aipoſ. 
tion to make his creatures happy, is 

viſible in all his works, and conſtitutes their 
principal beauty and glory. The countleſs 
numbers of creatures which he hath pro- 
Ce aced, the various Capacities of pleaſure and 


good which he hath given them, and 


the abundant proviſion. he hath made for 
ſupplying them all, are an illuſtrious diſco— 
very of the boundleſs benevolence cf the 
great Parent of the univerſe; and a demon- 
ſtration renewed through every age, ihat his 
| benevolence i is inexhauſtible and everlaſting, 


P 4 And 
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And in this ſenſe, the heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the earth publiſhes his 
praiſe ; and he hath not left himſelf” without 
wrineſs to any, ſince he doth we unto all K. 


But of all the diſcoveries of the Divine 
Benevolence, there is not any one ſo de- 
lightful for us to contemplate, as his #ind- 

neſs and love to mankind through Jeſtis Chriſt d; 
<ing peculiarly ſuited to our ſtate as Fai 
and Hofal, Here we ſee, that God not only 
_ delights in doing good to the grateful and 
1 among his rational creatures, and 
to thoſe other creatures of his, who can: 
deſerve ill, but that he is alſo gracious and 
full of compaſſion to the wngrateful and dij- 
dbedient, defirous to recover them to virtus 
and piety, and raiſe them to that perfection 
of bleſſedneſs, for which he originally formed 
them. That he will do every thing, con- 
ſiſtent with his wiſdom and holineſs, to fave 
them; and bath nit ſpared ever bis own Son, 
but given bim up to death jor us all T. And 
that he will not only receive and pardon the 
penitent, and deliver them from the wrath 

* Ade xiv. 17... § Titus ili. 4. 

3 Romans v. Mw n 
0 
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ts come, but reſtore them to the dignity of 
Children, and make them joint heirs with 

Jieſus Chrijt, of an e and e 


inheritance, 


This is a glorious and amiable diſcovery 
indeed, * of the philanthropy of our heavenly 
Father; which according to the method be- 
fore propoſed, we are now to conſider and 
illuſtrate. With reaſon did St. Paul in a 
verſe following the text declare, that God 
had fown the exceeding riches of his grace, 
in his kindneſs towards us through Feſus Chriſt. 
The words are addreſt to ſome heathen, 
converted from idolatry and vice to the faith 
and practice of true religion, by the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel; and thus reſtored to the 


| favour of God, to moral life and eee 


to the hope of immortal perfection and fe- 
licity, and advantageouſly ſituated for at- 
taining theſe. They follow a dark, but 
juſt account, of the condition in which the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ſound them, and out of 
which it Javed them; and are a declaration 
of the great grace and mercy of God, which 


| thus abounde! to creatures greatly guilty and 


Titus iii. 4. 3 
1 wretched. 
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We In farther 'diſcourling on | them 
1 propoſes. wr 


"L To ew” dittinelly what t 10 ba. 
| ſaved, what was the proper ſenſe of the 
phraſe, when applied to the firſt converts 


from heatheniſm; and what it ſignifies 


when extended to ws. And 


* 1 would offer to your thoughts ſevera/ 
conſideruttons, proper to illaſtratè the riches 


of the divine Grace, in —_— a /i nful world 
by Feſtus Wy . 


I. I am to ſhow di gunlih, what it is 75 be 
ſaved; what was the proper ſenſe of the 
phraſe, when applied to the it converts 


from heatheniſm, and what it ſignifies when 


extended to us. In general to be ſaved ſig- 
nifies to be delivered from any evil, which 
we ſuffer or fear. The original word 1s 
applied to a deliverance from drowning; 


Matthew viii. 25. and from a diſtemper, 


ix. 21. But when uſed by the ſacred writers 
to ſignify the advantages, which men ob— 
tained by becoming Chriſtians, it uſually im- 
ports. their being ſaved from the following 

evil 
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evils. From that deplorable ſtate of igno- 
rance, in which they were before involved, 


from the guilt of their paſt fins, from the 
power of fnful habits, and finally from death, 


as the conſequence of fin, and reftared to 


immortal life and happineſs. 


. The PIR 5 free and undeſerved 
goodneſs of God ſaved men 7hrough faith, 
by their believing the Goſpel, from that 
groſs ignorance and error, in relation to mat- 
ters of the utmoſt importance, which before 
involved them. They were before darkneſs, 
but thus became light in the Lord; and were 
therefore to give thanks to the Father, who 
made them meet to be partakers of fle 


faints' inheritance in light. Who delivered 


them from the power of darkneſs, and tranſ- 
lated 2 5 into the ae of br dear Sen *. 


The Gentiles, who were before without 


the knowledge and worſhip of the true God, 


and who worſhipped idols of filver and 
gold, repreſenting men of like paſſions and 
vices with themſelves; and who changed the 


| ghry of the mncorruplible God, into an image 


* Coloſſians i, 12, 13. 
made 
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made like unto corruptible man, and birds and 
four-footed beaſts *——theſe men were by 
the light of the Goſpel inſtructed, to know 
and worſhip the one God and Father of all, 
of whom are all things, through whom are all 
things, and to whom are all things, and whom 
to know is life eternal tf. Who is 4 Jprrit, 
and therefore ought to be worſhipped in ſpi- 
rit and in truth ; and who is poſſeſt of un- 
bounded power, wiſdom and goodneſs, and 
of righteouſneſs and purity invariable. Who 
made and governs the world, and will Jude: 
it in righteouſneſs; and who is the Rewardir 
of all that diligently ſee him||. 


They who before applied to evil ſpirits, 
or to the ſouls of departed princes, as me- 
diators between them and the ſupream God, 
were now enlightned to know the only 
Mediator W God and man 2; through 
whom they might obtain from the Father 
of all the forgiveneſs of ſins, aſſiſtance to 
practiſe their duty, and eternal life as the 
reward, They who were in ignorance and 


* Romans i. 23. T- 1} Corinthians viii. 6. 
John xvii. 3. John iv. 24. | Hebrews 
xl. 6. 1 a it, * 


_ error 
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error with regard to the ſure method of 
pleaſing God, and obtaining deliverance 
from the wrath to come, were ſaved by the 
f Goſpel from this fatal ignorance; and in- 
| ſtead of ſenſeleſs ſuperſtitions, cruel facrifi- 
ces, and immoral rites, were taught to re- 
commend themſelves to the mercy of Gd, 
ſolely through the death and mediation of 
Chriſt; and to hope for it, only on the rea- 
ſonable terms of repentance and amendment. 
And they were farther inſtructed by the 
grace of the Goſpel, denying ungodlineſs and 
Þ worldly luſis, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in the preſent world: looking for the bleſ= 
fed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and of cur Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
| Finally, they who were before uncertain as 
to a future fate, and their condition in it, 

and who through the fear of death were all. 
their lifetime ſubject to bondage; and by the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt and imperfection, g great- 
ly diſcouraged in their endeavours to be- 
come good, as they could form but low ex- 
pectations of future reward they were 
| faved by the Goſpel from this gloomy ſtate; 
„ e and immortality were brought to light 


* 2 Timothy 1. 10. 
58 for 
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for them, and they were aſſured by the re- 

ſurrection of Chriſt of being raiſed from the 

dead, and animated to a parient continuance 
In well-doing, by the Foe of berg, 2 

' nour and mas 


How valuable to che gente world this 
ſalvation, and how great the grace of God 
in ſaving them, by ſending his own Son into 


the world, to be a ſun if righteouſneſs, and 
to ſcatter the thick clouds of i Ignorance, er- 
ror and ſuperſtition, which covered them! 


How great the favour to be ſaved from an 
idolatrous and corrupting ſuperſtition; which 
inſtead of rendering men, as they hoped, 


acceptable to the ſupream Power, rendered 


them odious, by cheriſhing within them 
vile affections, and miſchievous paſſions 
How great the grace to be ſaved from an 


anxious uncertainty, as to the pardon of ma- 


ny and great crimes, and as to the condi- 
tion appointed for them in the world of re- 
tribution; and to be bleſſed with a plain rule 
of life, directing to the practice of real vir- 
tue and piety, which improved their na- 


ture, gave ſolid ſatisfaction within, deſerved 


* Romans 11, 7. | 0 
3 eſteem 


7 2 & 2 3 ep ir AYE 
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eſteem and love from others, and rational 


hopes of divine og and an eite 


ne 


And i the grace of God Was re to 


thoſe, whom by the Goſpel he ſaved of of 
this ſtate, it hath been yet greater 10 us, in 


preventing our falling under it. In all pro- 
bability, if the w of r iobteouſneſs had not 


riſen upon the world, ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition would have gone on increafing ; and 


long ere this time the cloud become fo 
thick, as to produce a total darkneſs in the 
moral world. The deplorable ignorance, 


and horrible ſuperſtitions of the E1/}-Tndians 


and Chineſe, are a proper repreſentation of 
what would have been our wretched ſtate at 
beſt, if God in mercy had not diſpelled the 
cloud from over our part of the earth, by 
his Goſpel ; and appointed us to be born 
and educated in a nation of proteſtants, on 


whom his Goſpel ſhines With unclouded 


beams. If we therefore know the true God 
in a light moſt venerable and amiable, if 
we are animated to piety and virtue, by full 
aſſurances of divine forgiveneſs, aids and ac- 
ceptance, if we are entered into a plain path 


to 
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to happineſs, and expreſsly warhed- to avoid 
what would end in deſtruction- 
have thus eſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 

viou. if we have thus taſted noble ſatiſ- 


if we 


factions in the love of God and of Jeſus, in 
the practice of goodneſs, and the hopes of 
immortality; and thus making great im- 


provements in holineſs, have laid up a large 
treaſure in Heaven 
and undeſerved goodneſs of God, we are 


-to the Grace, or free 


obliged for this: who by granting to man- 


kind the bleſſings of the Goſpel, and ap- 
pointing us to be born, Where wWe might to 
the beſt advantage enjoy theſe, hath thus 
faved us, from all the hurtful effects of is- 


norance, ſuperſtition and idolatry, and fa- 
vourably ſituated us for attaining high de- 


grees of holineſs in this life, and of perfec- 
tion and bleſſedneſs in eternity, A favour 


which his extenſive grace deſigned for the 


whole world, and which would have been 


enjoyed by all, if their corrupt prejudices, 


and obſtinate adherence to idolatry and vice, 
had not diſappointed. the purpoſes of the 
divine Philantbropy. 


8 | "186: Another 
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2. Another evil which lay heavy upon 


the heathen world, and from which the 


grace of God ſaved the converted Epheſians 
through faith, was the guilt of manifold 
tranſgreſſions, and the dread and danger of 


the Divine diſpleaſure, which they had in- 


curred by theſe. What a ſad picture does 
the ff chapter of St. Paul's epiſtle to the 


Romans give us, of the corruption and wick- 
edneſs of the nations at that time? A pic- 


ture not more dark than true; verified- in 


every particular, by the teſtimonies of their 


* Sorts, philoſophers, and hiſtorians. How 
anxious muſt the minds of ſuch perſons be, 


as often as they ſeriouſly reflected on their 


conduct, and the juſtice of Heaven! And 


how undone their condition, ſhould God en- 
ter into judgment with them, and in a fol- 
lowing ſtate puniſh them according to their 
deſerts! And how valuable ſalvation from 
ſuch a ſtate! 


To be conſcious to numberleſs tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and upon an impartial review to be 


diſpleaſed with and condemn ourſelves, and 


dread the diſpleaſure and condemnation of 


* See Grot. and Jhithy on this chapter, 


| Q 155 
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the Almighty to feel the Divine diſplea- 
ſure in the effects of our vices, and in other 
calamities, and expect ſtill greater evils after 


death — Or which is a ſtill worſe condi- 
tion, to have really deſerved the Divine dif. 
pleaſure, and to be in great danger from it, 


yet to go on fearleſs in thoſe courſes, which 
lead to certain deſtrution.—Such was the 
deplorable ſtate of the heathen world, when 
the grace of God appeared to them bringing 


ſalvation. When his mercy provided the 
ſacriſice of his Son's obedience unto death, and 
invited the greateſt ſinners to accept pardon 


and life through him; * in whom wwe have 


redemption through his blood, the forgiveneſs 
of fins, according to the riches of his grace. 


Chriſt was exalted to be a Saviour by giv- 


ing remiſſion of fins; and it is a principal 


part of the Goſpel ren a They who 


before had no hope, and who were S wizhout 


God in the world, having repented and be- 
lieved in Chriſt, were brought nigh. And 
being ;u/trfied by faith, had peace with God, 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt; and acceſs init 

that fate of TWO, herein they could and, 


: * Epheſians i i. J. The t Acts v. 31. 
8 Ephetians i ii. 12. I Romans v. 1. 


and 


. 8 
CE WC 4 . 


r Ie 5 - 
oy J hd 33 OO ny Fe oo A 
— o TU CTT EO OR 
3 AEST Eo — 
5 25 N e 8 


N 
7 W 
3 
AE 
a,” 
© 
Is 
” KA 
13 
51 
22 
oF 
9 L * 
IE 
4 
Ys 
q LN 
a "av % 
: "4 
3 
A 
Pg 
25 
. 
ne 
75 
"858 
n 20 
WE" 27 
n 
- ry 5 
* 
1 
3 
r 
— * 
"x +: 
38. 
n 
1259 
992 
N 
1 
4 2. 
* 
SR 


* 
7 

22 
wu * 

4«4n„ 

1 

24 
$ * 


in the Redemption of the World. 227 


and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And 
not only fo, but whereas afflictions before 
produced a painful anxiety, being regarded 
as tokens of the Divine anger, and fore- 


runners of greater evils, they could now 


glory in tribulations, which wrought patience, 
and experience of the love of God, and a 
hope, which would never make them 
aſhamed. 


A wiſe and holy God is certainly diſ- 


pleaſed with diſobedience and wickedneſs ; 
and being almighty, is able to puniſh it to 
the full of the ſinner's deſert. And if he 
ſhould thus puniſh it, every ſinner muſt be 
wretched ; but miſerable beyond expreſſion 
ſach great ſinners, as were many of the 
Gentiles before their converſion. God alone 
can forgive ſin, and he alone can fix the 
terms of pardon. When therefore he ap- 


pointed, that his Son's obedience unto death, 
ſhould be be atonement for the ſins of the 


world; and as a reward of it, gave him au- 
thority to aſſure a guilty world of full for- 
giveneſs, on the gracious terms of faith in 
Chriſt, or a hearty ſubjection to the Son of 


God, and repentance from dead works; the 


2 | lalva- | 
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ſalvation 1 was indeed great, which his mercy 
thus offered to a world, dead in treſpaſſes 


and fins. The Grace which aſſured them of 
pardon, having, alſo. a ſtrong influence for 
exciting repentance in every breaſt, wherein 
there was a conviction of the guilt and dan- 
To be delivered then 


from the dread of the Divine diſpleaſure | in 


| ger of a vicious life. 


this life, and from ſuffering it in the next; 
to be reſtored to the full favour of God, and 
under it aſſured of poſſeſſing every good 
proper for a ſtate of diſcipline, and of ſe. 
curity from every real evil; and to be en- 
tered un ler the divine guidance i into the path 
of life and happineſs everlaſting——this is 
to be ſaved from the guilt of an. and thus 


the grace of God ſaved all the penitent Gen- 


tiles through faith; or all who believed in 
Chriſt, and ſubmitted to him. 


Nor was the neceſſity, or the benefit of 


this part of the Chriſtian falvation, confined 
to the firſt converts. All have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God, and ſhould he 


be firict to mark iniquity, no fleſh could ſiand E : 


in his fight. And by Chrift all who believe 
in every age are alia from all things, 
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from which they could not be juſtified by the 
law of Moſes *. And whoſoever cometh unto 


God by bim, he wwill by no means reje# him +. 
They who have eſcaped the groſſer polla- 
tions 755 the world, through the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, and who have led 
lives in the main conformable to the Goſ- 
pel; beſides that they are indebted to the 
grace of God for thoſe advantages, which 
have diſtinguiſhed them, and enabled them 


to diſtinguiſh themſelves they muſt yet 


be conſcious of having done a great deal to 


provoke the Divine diſpleaſure, of many 


offences aggravated by the light and grace 
of the Goſpel ; and that their improvements 
have been very ſhort of their advantages. 
They therefore will humbly pray, enter nat, 
O Lord, into judgment with thy ſervants ; and 
will highly value this part of the Chriſtian 
falvation, which aſſures the full remiſſion of 
. fins, the acceptance to eternal life of an 
obedience ſo defective, and their entire de- 


liverance from the wrath to come. 


5 And if this ſalvation by Chriſt be fo valu- 
| able to the beſt men, how valuable muſt the 


* Ads X111, 38. T John vi. 37. 


aſlur= 
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aſſurance of forgiveneſs be, and how great 
the bleſſedneſs of being forgiven, to perſons 
who have ſpent a great {ay of life, m 
| known diſobedience unto God! Who in- 
ſtead of an habitual acknowledgement of 
God by daily prayer and praiſe, have lived 
forgetful of their daily Benefactor, and ſcarce 
mentioned his name, but in profane oaths 
and curſes. Who inſtead of obſerving his 
laws of temperance and chaſtity in the en- 
joyment of his gifts, have affronted him by 
abuſing them to intemperance and lewdneſs. 
And who have been ſo far from diligently 
proſecuting the noble purpoſes, for which 
they were ſent into the world; that they 
have never once ſeriouſly thought, for what 
purpoſes they were made, or what would 
become of them after death. And who in- 
ſtead of loving their neighbours as themſelves, 
and being employed in doing good, have, 
by indulging to envy, malice and injuſtice, 
rendered others unhappy. And who, al- 
though life and immortality were brought to 
lizht before them, have neglected to ſecure 
it by a patient continuance in well doing, and 
behaved as if they were to die like the 
brutes, and had no concern beyond the 
grave; 
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grave; and given themſelves to indulgences, 


which utterly diſqualify the mind for the 
bleſſedneſs promiſed by the Goſpel. How 
dreadful the condition of ſuch, whoſe. guilt 
1s aggravated by. clear diſcoveries of the Di- 


vine will, by the goodneſs manifeſted. in 


| Chriſt, | and by . the powerful encourage- | 


ments to obedience, and awful threatnings 


againſt diſobedience, he hath ſet. before 


chan: 


God | is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; 


he hath been a conſtant witneſs to their con- 


duct, and is able to render them as wretch- 
ed, as they have made themſelves guilty. 


But fo great is his grace, that he ſtill offers 
them pardon if they will repent, and hear- 


tily believe in his Son. How ſhould this 
goodneſs affect them, how readily ſhould 


they cloſe with it, thankful that they may 


yet eſcape the evils, included in the diſplea- 


ſure of the Almighty, and an utter exclu— 


' 8 ſion from everlaſting bleſſedneſs; and by re- 


turning to God and to their duty, may be 
reſtored to his favour, and be aided by him 
in mortifying evil habits, in ſecuring them— 


ſelves from the wrath to come, and obtain- 


> 
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ing, everlaſting. life, Certainly tis grace in- 
deed, which would, thus Jeve-tbe, chief of © 
- fi ners x. And this, by . Chriſt is tendered = 
io all; who declares, that: cl manner of ſim | 
and blaſphemy ſhall be. forgiven to thoſe who 
repent, and bring Lark d Ka meet MY re- 
Peta. 8 05 We 


s Annes 


"i 8 from the 33 of * "ſul 
paſſi ons and habits, is another great blefling, 
wich the grace of God confers on mankind 
through faith. Nu hath be quickened, faith | 
our Apoſtle, who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
| fins. This was the 1tate of the greater part, 
when the Goſpel appeared; who were ſunk 
into the moſt vicious practices, and con- 
firmed in them, by the doctrines and rites 
of a corrupting idolatry, Theſe the Goſpel 
rouzed to ſerious thought and moral life, 
by declaring from Heaven the wrath of the 
only true God, againſt all ungedlineſs and un- 
| righteouſneſs of men ; and by repreſenting in 
a clear light the beanty” and worth of genu- 
ine piety and goodneſs, and. the odiouſneſs 
and fatal conſequences of their vices ; and 


by encouraging their hopes of pardon, if 
+ 1 Timothy i. 15. t Matthew Xil. 31. 


they 
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they repented, and of aſſiſtance from above, 


if they exerted themſelves, in working out 
their own ſalvation: and by aſſuring them, 


that Ged hath appointed a day, when be would 


judge the world in righteonſneſs, and certainly 
render glory, honour and immortali ty unte a 
patient continuance in well doing * ; but in- 


| dignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guiſh , to all the obſtinately wicked, who 


ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſti 2 defruftiog 
| I the preſence of the Lord §. 8 


Theſe intereſting truths publiſhes to an 
ignorant and thoughtleſs generation, and 


confirmed by miracles, rouzed their atten- 


tion, and acted ſtrongly on every generous, 
as well as ſelfiſh paſſion. And when per- 


ſons were made deeply ſenſible of their guilt 
and danger, deſirous to throw off the bon- 


dage of fin, and determined to ſtruggle for 


liberty, the Goſpel proved of power to ſet 


them free. And this, partly by the force 


of the important truths it fo clearly taught, 
and partly by the influences of the Divine 


of Aft XVit. 20. 


f Tomi tl. 7. 
$ 2 Theſſalonians i 1 1 3 


Spirit, 


234 The Goodneſs of God 
Spirit, which "accompanied the ara, of 
the word. 55 | 

St. Paul enfenacalldhy FOR of f the giredteſ 
fine 18, 'thieves; Ccovetous, drunkards, adult. 
terers, extortioners, and the like, ſays to the 
Corinthians 3-* and ſuch were ſome of you, but 
ye are juſtified, but ye are ſanttified, in the 
name of the' Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of 
our God. Where ever perſons hon«ſtly im- 
proved the aſſiſtances given by the Goſpel, 
more aſſiſtance was given. God granted his 
. holy ſpirit to them that aſted bim earneſtly. 
and perſeveringly. And & The law of the ſpi- 
rit of life in Chriſt Feſus, made them free 
From the law of ſin and of death. Whereas 
perſons deſtitute of the grace and ſpirit of 
Chriſt, || a/though they delighted in the law 
of God after the inward man; yet felt ans- 
ther law in their members, warring againſt 
_ the law of their minds, and bringing them in- 
to captivity unto the Iaw of fin and of death. 
The excitements unto obedience derived 
from the preſence, authority, and righteous 
judgment of God, and from his mercy, 


* 1 Corinthians th 0s::-- + Luke xi. 13. 
9 Romans vill. 2, | | Romans vii. 22. 
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abounding to the penitent ; from the love 


of Chriſt, and his dying to take away ſinz 

from the lovelineſs of virtue and piety, and 
the baſeneſs of ſin, and from the everlaſting 
rewards aſſured to piety and obedience, and 
the dreadful puniſhments e for impe- 
nitent ſinners in a future ſtate 
citements were ſo powerful, thut Wien the 


miods of men were by the Divine Spirit 


diſpoſed to believe and attend to them, they 
inſpired reſolution and ſtrength for breaking 
the yoke of ſin, and becoming the ſervants 
of God. And all who gave theraſelves up 


to this Divine Aſſiſtant, and who heartily 
ſtrove to enter the ſtrait gate, found, through 


his aids, their endeavours prove ccf. 
A glorious change was wrought, * hey bad 
their fruit unto holineſs, and their end ever- 


laſting life. 


The angry and revengeful. became meck 
and forgiving, the ſenſual and lewd pure 


and heavenly, the profane devout, and the 
covetous bountiful. The extortioner refored 


what he had gained by injuſtice, and gave 
Lal his goods to the poor F. And they Who 


* Romans Vi. 22. 0 Luke xix. 8. 


before 


- theſe ex- 
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before. minded only earthly things, being 
riſen with Cbrift, fought the things which are 
above. They who through fear had denied 
the truth, rejoiced to ſuffer for its jake * ; and 
they who had perſecuted, preached the Gol. 
pel, and ſealed it with their blood. The 
2 female penitent at the houſe of Simon the 
pfhariſee, Zacheus the publican, a once cou. 

ardly Peter, Saul a zealous perſecutor, and 
| afterwards as zealous a preacher of the truth, 
and the Epheſians, who burnt their Magic 
books, though valued at 50,000 pieces af 
filver; were, to omit others, glorious in- 
ſtances of this ſaving power of the Goſpel, 
in ſubduing the ſtrongeſt ſinful paſſions, and 
E the moſt 1 inpeterate prejudices. 


= And byte l like grace, though in differ- 
ent degrees, proportioned to our differing 
neceſſities, temptations, and improvements, 
are We ſaved. The promiſe that God wii 
give his holy ſpirit, to them who aſe him; 

is not limited to any age, but belongs to the 
children of God in all ages||. And all who 
| have groaned under the yoke of 1 vicious ig 


* Adds v. 41. i; - 4 Luke \ vii. e 
-$ Luke xi. 13. | Matthew vii. 11. 
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ſions, and the dread of that miſery to which 
they drive men ; all who know the ſatisfac- 
tions ariſing from the love of God, and the 
practice « of holineſs, and from an heavenly 
: temper 3 ; from a good aſſurance of the Di- 
vine acceptance and a bleſſed immortality— 
all theſe know the value of this part of the 
BH Goſpel ſalvation. For as many as are led 
y the Jpirit of God, are the ſons of Ged. 
They are filled with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving; and various excellent qualities, be 
auits of the ſpirit, make happy their minds, 
and adorn their conduct, S And if they are 
' children, then are they heirs of God, and joint 
' heirs with Jeſus Chriſt; || of an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for thoſe, who are 

kept by the power of God, (Orme? faith unte 
ſaluation. Je 


; 4 The great truths nd” motives of religion 
4 being i invifible, can only influence us, when 

made preſent to the mind by fixed medita- 
| tion, The 7emprations to vice are continu- 


: ally preſent, ſolliciting the ſenſes, and turn- 
* Romans viii. 14, *Þ Galatians v. 22, 
J onen viii. 17. 1 I Peter 1 1. 4—. 


ing 
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ing off the mind, from attending to the 


other. And when perſons have contracted 


an affection to any vice, this directs their at- 


tention. ſtill more ſtrongly. to the objedis 
which ſuit it, and diverts them from the 
contrary. We all therefore, more or leſs, 
need divine influences, to make the rules 
and motives of religion powerfully preſent 
to the mind, and eſpecially in an hour of 
temptation. And our receiving divine in- 
fluences for this purpoſe, and thus recover- 
ing our true liberty of acting, conformably 


to the dictates of reaſon and religion, and 


: being enabled to preſerve it, is a glorious in- 


ſtance of that grace by which God ſaves 
ſinners, ſaves all who do not reſiſt his in- 


fluences: but who valuing the liberty of 


the ſons of God, ſtruggle hard to gain it, 
and who having recovered, are careful to 
: OE” it. And to cloſe this general, 


. Another great evil, from which the 


grace of God ſaves all, who believe and 


obey. his goſpel, is the dominion of death; 
from which he promiſes them a redemption, : 


and hath given an earneſt of it in the reſur- 


rection of Chriſt ; and which he will can- 
pleat 


5 
: of 
* 

44, 1 
85 Ee 

$4 

TL 

13: 
{SLA 
* 
1 * 
N 
881 

” 
N 
N 
BS: 

2 
9 
8 
* 

95 
* & 
KY, +..4 
af” 
PLS SY 
"5 
: 
N 
30 
DEI 2 
8 7 
. 
* 
Vp 
6. 
Rn 
we 
* 
* 
F 
* 
fe 
Th 
Tt 


— 

*2 

* P 
\ 
5 
& * 
55 
* 
* 

8 $ 
2 

* 

Ago 
Sh 
3 
> 
> 60 
CW 
1 

> 2 
* 
Wah 
Ti 

16” 
0 
7 
«on 

AE 
5 Op 

1 
2 

1 

. 

. 
VT 
28 L. 
0 I 
. 
+ EN 
de, - 
C 
« 
» 


* 

% 3 
i 
"iu 
0 
3 

8 a 
of 

* 

5 

55 
Is 

* 
* 4 

f 
* 

72 

Wn” 

Z 

Fo 

RT, 

- * 2 
z wh 
” 

C, 
$1 


in the Redemption. of the World. 2 39 


eat at the end of the world, in their im- 


mortal life and blefſedneſs. This ſalvation 
is not indeed enjoyed as yet, but a 7/7/e to 
it is granted unto all, who believe with the 


heart, and who give all diligence to make 


their calling and election ſure; adding to their 
| faith fortitude, knowledge, temperance, pa- 
tience, godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs and cha- 
rityh. And they ſhall hereafter be put into 
poſſeſſion of it, and have an abundant en- 
trance miniſtred to them, into the everlaſting 


kingdom of their Lord and Saviour. And ſo 


certain from the promiſe of God, and from 


the reſurrection of Chriſt, is this immorta- 


lity, to ail who believe and obey the Goſ- 


pel, that in the words following the text, 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it as what they already 
enjoyed. He bath quickned you together with 


Chriſt, by grace ye are ſaved, and he hath 


raiſed you together with him, and made you 


fit together in heavenly places. I For if the 
ſpirit of him, who raiſed up Jeſus from the 


dead, dwell in you, he who raiſed up Chriſt 
From the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 
bodies, becauſe of his ſpirit that duelleth in 


You, | 


& 2 Peter i. 4. Romans viii. 11. 
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In conſequence of the firſt tranſgreſſion, 
we are born with the ſeeds of death in out 
frame ; theſe are nouriſhed by finfal prac- 


tices, and death paſſes upon all, becauſe all 
fuk. As none of the children of men at- 


tain unto that perfection of obedience, unto 


which eternal life was originally annexed, 
| we muſt remain under the power of death, 

unleſs we are ſeved by the grace, or mere 
goodneſs of God. In this reſpect all the 
ages of mankind are alike; though ſome 
being more corrupt than others, are deeper 
ſunk under the dominion of death. But 
God who is rich in mercy, for bis great love 
wherewith he loved us, when we were dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, quickned us together with 
_ Chriſt d. He ſent bis own Son from Heaven 
to be made fleſh, that by his perfect obedi- 
ence unto death as a man, he might recover 
immortality for the human race; that || as 
in Adam all die, in Chrift all might be mad: 
alive. As a reward of his obedience unto 
death, Chrift received from the goodneſs of 
his Father, @ power to raiſe all from the 
dead. And the hour is coming, in the which 

+ Romans v. 14—. $ Romans v. 19. 
| x Corinthians xv. 22. | 
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ll who are in their graves Pall hear the 


voice of the Sor of God, and ſhall come forth. 


They who have done good to the reſurreFion 


of life, and they who have done evil to the 


| reſurrection of damnation 4 And of this 
God hath given aſſurance to all 7 men, by rai/- 


ing Jeſus from the dead. "All men therefore : 


are thus far ſaved by the grace of God in 


Chriſt, that they are reſtored to a Capacity 


for immortal bleſſedneſs, | and may attain 
everlaſting life, in a courſe of obedience, 
proportioned to their frailty, nah iN 
and temptations. And all who comply with 


this deſign of God, ſhall a&ually obtain it; 


and receive ghry, honour and mmmoriality, a8 


the reward of a fatient continuance in ell 


doing. And how glorious and divine this 


ſalvation 1 


ved to death; and after a very Thipbehen | 
enjoyment, be removed from all the good 


and pleature which this world contains. 


Were we to eſtimate the happineſs we might 


expect in the next ſtate, merely by our obe- 
dience in this, how low muſt our hopes 
t John v. 28. 

R ſink, 


. Goodneſs of God 


ſink, who are conſcious to ſo many wilful 
offences, and after all but unprofitable ſer. 
vants. But though we are fooliſh and diſo- 
bedient children, our heavenly Father makes 
us heirs, and joint heirs with Teſus Chriſt, 
of an heavenly and everlaſting inheritance, 
We are directed to wait for a period, when 

our bodies, I redeemed from the bondage of 
corruption, ſhall be reſtored to perfect beau- 

ty, activity and glory, and to immortal life, 
being made F lite unto Chriſt's own moſt gli. 
rious body. When we ſhall be put into poſ- 

ſeſſion of a bleſſedneſs, ſuited to our nature, 
exalted to its higheſt perfection, and ſhall. 
|| dwell forever in the heavenly Feruſalem, in 
the glef ius preſence of God and of Chriſt, in 
a city, the ſplendor and felicity of which 
will be worthy the divine Preſence, and 
ſuitable to our dignity and capacities as im- 
mortal beings. Where vice, pain, folly, 
ſorrow and death will no more be known: 
Where we ſhall be “ige unto the angel,, 
beholding with them the face of God, ful- 


filling his will, triumphing in his praiſes, 


+ Romans viii. dh § 1 Corinthians xv. 
42—. Philippians iii. 21. | Revelations xxl 
Luke xx. 36. 
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ind tranſported with bright and large views 
of the divine perfections and works, and 


with correſpondent ſentiments of devotion; 


partaking in their friendſhips and employ- 
ments, and with them enjoying the light 


of God's countenance. Thus will the grace 
of God through Chriſt fave all, who believe 


and obey him. They are * now the children 


of God; but it does not yet appear what they 
ſhall bez but this they know, that when 
Chrift appears, they ſhall be Ihe him, and ſee 


him as he is, and be forever with the Lord 4. 


How great, O God; 78 thy grace, | "BEE 


wonderful thy loving kindneſs to the chil-- 


dren of men! What ate we frail and mor- 


tal, fooliſh, ungrateful, and inconſtant in 
our beſt reſolutions, and very defective in 


our beſt obedience, that thou ſhouldeſt fave 


us forever from the ſins we have indulged, 


and from the death we have deſerved, ond 


after a ſhort trial, inſtate us for eternity in 


compleat and unchangeable felicity! Veri 
God is love. Forever bleſſed be the God and 


| Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, abo of B15 


abundant mercy, hath begotten us again to 
John iii. 2, 1 Theſſalonians i ive 17. 


BF a. an 
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an immortality of bleſſedneſs, by the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt. This rich grace of our 
heavenly Father we would now celebrate 
with a warmth of gratitude, and with exalted 
praiſes; and this we hope we ſhall ſoon bet- 
ter acknowledge, joined to the innumerable 
company of the redeemed, who forever 
praiſe him! May our faith of this divine 
felicity purify our hearts, work by love, 
make us ſuperior to the world, and be per- 
feed by obedience; and it will never make | 
us aſhamed! . | 


Let me cloſe here the account of what 
the phraſe to be ſaved ſignifies ; what it de- 
noted when applied to the firſt converts u 
chriſtianity, and what it implies when ex- 
tended to us. I am, 


II. To ſet before you ſeveral conjidere- 
trons, proper to illuſtrate the riches of the 
divine Grace, in the ſalvation offered to a 


ſinful world by Jeſus Chrift,—But of thi 3 


in the next diſcourſe. 
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The Goodneſs of old thn 7 ſaving 


Mankind by Jette Chrift. 


EPHESIANS 11. V. 


By grace 125 ye ſaved 


-N a preceding 8 we el 


to explain and prove the goodneſs of 
God, as exerting itſelf for the ſalvation of a 


ſinful world by Jeſus Chriſt; and for this 


purpoſe we 


YT Diſtinctiy ſhowed you, what it is to 
be ſaved; what was the proper ſenſe of the 
phraſe as applied to the jr}? converts from 
heatheniſm, and what it ſignifies when ex- 
tended 0 Us, We are now 


it. To preſent 1 to your thoughts Peer? 
conſiderations, Proper to iſlallrate the riches 
R 3 | oat 
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of the Divine Grace in un, a ſinful world 


by Jeſus Chrift, 


If we would eftimate aright the greatneſs 
of this grace, we muſt confider, that piety - 
and virtue are eſſential to the happineſs of 


rational creatures; and irreligion and vice 


inconſiſtent with it. A being can only be 
happy in diſpoſitions and actions ſuited to 
his nature. Religion and virtue are the pro- 


per diſpoſitions 65 rational creatures, — 


impicty and wickedneſs utterly irrational. A 
rational being cannot be eaſy with, or ap- 


prove himſelf, but, as far as he is rational, 
mult be uneaſy with and condemn himſelf; 


while conſcious of ingratitude to his greateſt 
Benefactor, of Ficbe diener to his ſupream 


Parent and Governor, and of acting in op- 


poſition to perfect wiſdom and goodneſs: 
that is, while he continues unjuſt, covetous, 
cruel, ſenſual, proud, malicious, envious, 


revengeful, irreligious, and the like. He 


muſt allo be unhappy, as far as his happiness 


depends more immediately upon God, which 


is indeed his chief dependence; who can— 


not approve and favour him, while he prac- 


tiles what is Foil evil, and is deſtitute 
Oo 
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of diſpoſitions in themſelves amiable and 
good; and who will certainly treat him 
with Proper marks of his e 


God therefore, as a moſt wiſe and righ- 
teous parent and governor, when he offered 
mercy and forgiveneſs to penitent tranſgreſ- 
ſors, was concerned alſo to manifeſt his ab- 
Horrence of wickedneſs, and his love to ho- 
lineſs; that a ſtrong and juſt conviction of 
the rectitude of his nature might prevail 

among his creatures. Vea the ſame good- 
neſs, "which diſpoſed him to be compal- 
ſionate and long-ſuffering towards frail crea- 
tures, ſituated amidſt temptations, and prone 
to tranſgreſs, and to try all proper methods 
to bring them to repentance, and thus pre- 
pare them to be approved and made hap- 
py by him the ſame goodneſs would en- 
gage him, ſo to temper the diſcoveries of 
his mercy, that ſinners might not only be 
encouraged to repent, but be alſo convinced 
of the neceſſity of repenting and becoming 
obedient; ſince without a fixed abborrence. 
= of 5 and love of holineſs, they 
could never become ſolidly: happy 


„VU 
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As it therefore manifeſted his great be- 


nignity, when mankind were grown ge- 
nerally and greatly corrupted, and thus ſunk 


under the dominion of death, that God 


continued his concern for their recovery, 
was ſtill ready to forgive them if they 


Would repent, and to train them by a picty - 


and obedience ſo imper fect, as that of which 


they were row capable, unto that perfec- 


tion of nature and of bleſſedneſs which they 
had forfeited——fo the metbed which he 
took for accompliſhing this end, by the in- 
carnation, labours and death of his own 
Son, manifeſted equal benignity. How 


great then the goodneſs of the univerſal So- 


vereign, whic b detcrmined him to ſubject 
his only begotten and well- beloved Son, t9 
the wants, infrmities and ſufferings of a 


mortal condition; that by hi: Dias 
he might reſtore to mankind the knowledge 


of true religion and virtue, and by 7 
powerful motives and attractive example 
form them 8 the practice: and by the cx- 
penſroeneſs of the method taken for this pur- 
pole might convince them, how necetlary 
it was for them, by becoming pious and 


ov 


? 
FIG 


holy, to comply with his deſigu! How orcat 
' | | , ; | — | 
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the goodneſs, to make the patient labours, 
and ſevere ſufferings of the Son of God, in 
the cauſe of religion, and his obedience unto 
* the death of the croſi, the condition of the 
* Father's granting him a full pardon for the 
penitent, and an immortality of bleſſedneſs 
for the imperfectly obedient. That not- 
withſtanding his great lenity to the offen- 
ders, all might be convinced, how much 
God abhorred wickedneſs, and loved righ- 
teouſneſs ; when he was at ſo great expence 
to root out the one, and fo gloriouſly re- 
warded his Son's labours and ſufferings to 
promote the other. And when by the 
doctrine and example of his Son, by his 
love in dying for finful men, and by the 
clear evidences of a future ſtate, of a general 
judgment, and of an immortality of bleſſed- 
neſs reſerved for the obedient, which he 
gave mankind by raifing him from the 
dead, he ſet before them ſuch powerful mo- 


tives to die unto fin, and live unto righte- 
_ ouinels. 


To the honour therefore of the original 
and ef/ential gocdneſs and mercy of the oz 
God 
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God and Father of all, we muſt obſerve; 
that he was not himſelf implacable to ſin- 
ners, and bent to deſtroy them, until he 
was prevailed upon by the facrifice and in- 


terceſſion of his Son to have mercy. But 


we are ſaved by the Father's grace; ſince 
the appointment of Jeſus' mediation and ſi- 


crifice, was the ect of the Father's ante- 


cedent goodneſs, of his being reconcilable 
to ſinners, and having a tender concern for 
their ſalvation. And his giving up his own 
Son to fo deep abaſement and ſufferings, 


and to ſuch a death for accompliſhing ir, 


and then rewarding him with an exaltation 
to ſuprcam government, and with a power 
to give eternal life unto all, Who would 


believe and obey him, prove; that kindneſs Þ 
and mercy are eſſential to God, and that thi 
illuſtrious diſcovery of grace in our ſalva- 
tion, was not an extraordinary inſtance of 


mercy, - unto which God was determined, 48 
it were contrary to his diſpoſition, by the 
ſatisfaction and interceſſion of Chriſt ; but 


his appointing this method, was itſelf: 


bright demonſtration and effect of his en. 
tial goodneſs and unbounded mercy. | 


18,. | 
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This, though it be the expreſs and re- 
peated doctrine of the New Teſtament, 


hath not been attended to, as it ought to 


have been, by many; who, to illuſtrate the 


love of Chriſt, and our obligations to him 
as a Saviour, nere clouded the glory of the 
original goodneſs of the Father of mercies, 
and God of all grace; and this in direct op- 
poſition to the Scriptures, which declare, 


* that all 7s of God, who reconciled us to 
himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, Hear Jeſus our 
Saviour's own account of this diſpenſation. 


; ＋ God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
| an egotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 


him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. Obſerve, Chriſtians, our Maſter does 
not fay, as the ſcheme of theſe men affirms, 
that God hated a ſinful world, until his Son, 
by yielding himſelf as a ſacrifice, and mak- 


ing full fatisa&ion for ſinners, prevailed 


with him not to deſtroy them. But God 
loved the world, and therefore gave his only 


begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 


him might ot periſh. And God ſent bis 
Sen into the world, no? to condemn the world, 


* 2 Corinthians v. 18. + John iii. 16—. 


but 
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hut that the avorld through him might be ſaved, 
God, ſaith St. Paul, & commendeth his love 40. 


 qards us; in that while we were yet ſinners, 
Chriſt. died for us. And in this, ſays St. 


John, T a manifeſted the Love OH Gon 


towards us; becauſe that God ſent his only be- 


gotten Son into the world, that we might live 


through him. He LoveD us, and ſent pts 
Son to be the propitiation for our fins. 


Let us therefore be Sarge, that we never 


repreſent to ourſelves the ſalvation of the 
world by Jeſus Chriſt from fin and death, 


which is a moſt glorious diſcovery of the 
Father's eſſential and original kindneſs and 
mercy, after a manner really injurious to 


it. Let us never imagine the beſt of Beings, 
as having been all terror and ſeverity, and 
as waiting to take all advantages againſt his 


frail offending creatures for their ruin, and 


averſe to compaſſion and forgiveneſs; till as 
it were overcome by the intreaties of his 


Son, and having ſated his vengeance in his 


ſuffetings and death. No repreſentation can 
be more unjuſt of God, whoſe ftrange war 
judgment | 18, but mercy Bis gell ght; "who 18 


* Romans v. 8. 


Tx John V. 9, 10. 
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ſo benevolent, that in compariſon of him 


* none other is good, who is love itſelf; and 


h hath no pleaſure in the death of a ſin- 


ner, but rather that he ſhould turn and live. 


As therefore the origin of our redemp- 
tion being from the goodneſs of God, is a 
proof that he is infinitely good, and that his 


goodneſs is of itſelf ſuperior to the repeated 
follies and tranſgreſſions of a degenerate 


race; ſo the method of reconciling ſinners to 
himſelf, the bleſſings offered to them, the 
numerous ſubjects of this grace, and the mean 
returns which he accepts from them, add 
to the evidence of his unbounded benevo- 
lence, Let me briefly illuſtrate theſe various 


inſtances. 


1. . The goodneſs of God is diſplayed in 


the method, which he has taken, to recon- 


cile a finful world unto himſelf. hen 


in the wiſdom of the Divine Councils it 


was determined to be beſt, that the im- 
mortality forfeited by the wilful tranſgreſ- 
fion of the parents of mankind, (the for- 


* Mark x. 18. I John iv. 8. + Ezekiel 


xvili. 23. 
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feiture of which was alſo contmued by the 
Increaſing tranſgreſſions of their deſcendants) 
- ſhould not be reſtored to them, but as a 
reward of the amazing condeſcenfion and 
obedience unto death of the Son of God, of 
his labours and ſufferings endured for extir- 
Pating impiety and vice, and reviving reli- 
gion and virtue, and diffuſing them over all 
the countries, and through all the genera- 
tions of mankind——hen their corruption 
and guilt were ſo great, as to require the 
_ counter=balance of the aſtoniſhing conde- 
ſcenſion and perfect obedience of the Son of 
God, and of ſuch mighty efforts to repair 
the honour of the divine Government, and 
reſtore the obedience of its laws that the 
offended Sovereign of the univerſe ſnould 
then ſubject his only begotten and beloved Son, 
the Heir of all things, and by whom he made 
the worlds, to take upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, and being found in faſhion as a man 
to endure the labours, meanneſſes and cala- 
mities of a mortal condition, the agony of 
the garden, and the death of the croſs, that 
by bimſelf he might purge our fins—how 
great the goodneſs of God, at ſuch an ex- 
pence to prepare a way for guilty creatures, 
Eo _ to 


in ſaving Mankind by Feſus Chriſt, 258 


to recover the perfection of their natures, 
and an immortality of bleſſedneſs, and aſſiſt 
them in — 1 


Hath not God thus ſhown, that he de- 
lights in nothing equally with the happineſs 
of his creatures ; and that he will do; for 
them whatever is becoming infinite wiſdom 
and benevolence to do, for rational creatures 
on their trial, before he will give them up 
to ruin? And that not only ſuch acts of 

grace will be granted, as ſeem to coſt no- 
thing to infinite goodneſs, but thoſe alſo, 
which, could we imagine the Deity capa- 
ble of being painfully affected, would coſt - 
him dear; the abaſement and death of his 
Son, ſhall not be refuſed. What can we 
imagine ſo dear to the almighty Father, as 
the life and happineſs of his own Son, in 
whom he was always well pleaſed? What a 
proof then was it, that mercy is the chief 
delight of God, and the ſalvation. of his 
creatures the favourite deſign of his govern- 
ment; that the condeſcenſion, abaſement, 
labours, ſufferings and death of his own 
Son, are not judged by him too great an 
expence, for effecting the redemption and 
5 ever- 
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everlaſting felicity of a a degenerate and d guilty 
word? * 


To have proclalunsd to them a full par- 
don on condition of repentance, without 
making this proviſion for ſupporting the ho- 
nour of his government, and the future ob- 
ſervation of his laws, might have encouraged 
a ſinful race, to impute this lenity of thei: 
great Governor to his being indifferent to 
holineſs or ſin, and little concerned how his 
creatures ated; and whether they forſooł 
their vices, or continued in them. But 
when their fins appear to have been ſo diſ- 
pleaſing to the Deity, and their future holi- 
neſs and obedience ſo defireable and import- 
ant an event, that he ſpared not this aſton- 
iſhing expence to deſtroy fin and promote 
holineſs among men ; how great muſt they 
confeſs his goodneſs to be, who when thus 
provoked, and thus ſenſible of the malignity 
of their ſins, yet is not willing that they 

ſhould periſh ; if any way can be found to 
bring them back to holineſs and happineſs, 
and who at an immenſe coſt purſues a pro- 
miſing ſcheme! Muſt we not after this 
view cry out, Lord what is man, that thou 


art 
8 
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art mindful of him E As high as the Heavens 
are above the earth, ſo exalted is the Divine 
| Goodneſs and Mercy, not only in regard to 
them who fear bim, but to a race Px tranſ- 
greſſors. Yerily. God is love! Can it be 
doubted after this, whether he will recelve 
to fivour all thoſe who repent, and accept 


his grace; and comply with the deſign f 
it? Certainly this gracious God will reject 


none but thoſe, who will by continued in- 
gratitude, and incurable impiety and wick- 


edneſs, render themſelves no longer objects 


of his favour, and utterly ee to be 
ny 


2 As the 2 which it 1 God 


to take for reconciling the world to himſelf, 
demonſtrates his abundant goodneſs ; ſo the 


favours granted to / ful men through Jeſus 
Cbriſt, evidence the ſame delightful truth. 


Theſe : favours are no leſs than fu/! remiſſion 


of all manner of fin and blaſphemy to the pe- 
nitent, of guilt great as a debt of ten chouſand 


talenis *, No leſs than ſuch an abundance 
. . influences, as ſhall, if we comply 


with them, remove all our weakne!s, na- 


* Matthew xii, 31. xviii, 24. 1 John i 1. % 
8 5 tural 
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tural and acquired not only relieve our 
frailties, but cure our perverſeneſs, and ren- 
der the nobleſt heights of virtue and piety 


attainable by us No leſs than a divine 
conduct through life, and ſuch a diſpoſition 
of external events, as ſhall make + all things 
70 work together for our good, if we love this 
infinitely good God; and as the crown of 
all eternal life; compleat, divine and ever- 
laſting bleſſedneſs. I An 7ncorruptible in- 
heritance, in a world, wherein want, pain, 
fickneſs, folly and vice, will be known no 


more. But where our bodies ſhall be en- 


dowed with immortal health, beauty and 
activity; and be made like unto our Lord's 
moſt glorious body; and our ſpirits be made 
perfect. Where the ſaints ſhall ſee God, and 
be like unto bim; ſhall behold the Redeemer at 
the right hand of God, and pay him worthy | 
returns of gratitude and love, and be con- 
ſtant partners in the friendſhips, employ- 
ments and pleaſures of angels; where all 
is conſummate knowledge, devotion, good- 
* Luke xi. 9. I Romans viii. 28. $ 1 John 
y. 1. r Corinthians i. 10. 1 Peter i. 4. 
2 Corinthians v. i. Philippians iii. 21. Hebrews xii. 
22. Matthew v. 8. 1 Theſlalonians iv. 16. Reve- 
Jations xxi, and xxii. gy | 
nels, 
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; _ neſs, friendſhip, and happineſs. And where 
we ſhall enjoy this bleſſedneſs, not for a fero | 
years, few as the years of our trial and obe- 
dience, but for millions of millions of ages, 
for eternity. This bleſſedneſs, when we are 
entered upon enjoyment, will be found great 
as the love of God in the gift of his 9on, and 
As. the merit and friendſhip of the Redeemer, 
and everlaſting as the unchangeable goodneſs 
of God. Does not this tranſient view of ſo 
great a. bleſſedneſs fill our ſouls with grate- 
ful love, and diſpoſe us to anticipate the 
tranſports and praiſes of Heaven; aſcribing 
glory, honour, ſalvation, bleſſing and praiſe to 
lim, wwho fitteth on a throne of love, and 70 
the Lamb forever and forever? Would we 
raiſe yet higher our conceptions of this 
e 4 
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3. Let us conſider a little for whom all 

this happineſs is intended, for a world of ſin- 
ners. Some perſons have taken an unac- 

countable pleaſure in contracting the mercy 

of God, and confining the bleſſings granted 
through Chriſt, not merely to the chriſtian 

world with an excluſion of all the heathen, 

N : e 
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but even to a few eleci among Chriſtians; 

all the reſt being ſuppoſed cut off by an 
abſolute decree, from all | intereſt in the 
grace of the Goſpel, They can believe 
and affirm, that the beſt of Beings, without 
any provocation given him by his creatures 
themſelves, determined their everlaſting mi- 
ſery. And that inſtead of loving the world, 
and ſending his Son in kindneſs to fave 
them, he really ſent him in cruelty ; in or- 
der to the aggravating the miſery and con- 
demnation of the greater part; without put- 
ting it into their power to receive any ad- 
vantage from his coming, or deſigning them 
any. 


But how ſhocking and unjuſt is this re- 
preſentation of the God who is love; and how 


directly contradicting to the expreſs declara- 


tions of our divine Maſter, and his inſpired | 
apoſtles? Chriſt affirms, that 4 God h loves 
the world, not a few elect only, as to giv? 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever beltevel!) 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
| life. For God ſent not his Son into the world 

fo condemn the world, but that the world 


+ John iii. 16, 17, 
through 
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' through him might be ſaved. St, Paul ex- 


preſsly declares, * that the beneficial effects 


of the obedience and death of Chriſt, will 


be as extenſive, as the evil conſequences of 


Adam's diſobedience. That as in Adam all 


die, in Chriſt all are made alive. As by the 


diſobedience of one the many were made ſin- 
ners, ſubjected to death, and thus treated as 
ſinners; fo by the obedience of one ſhall the 


many be made righteous, That is, the ſame 
number, all who were made ſinners by the 


diſobedience of Adam. Yea not merely as 


extenſive as the offence in its ill effects; /o is 


the free gift in good. # For if through the 
offence of one many be dead, MUCH MORE the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which ts 
by one man Jeſus Chriſt, hath abounded unto 
many. By the righteouſneſs of one, the free 


gift came upon all men unto juſtification of 


life. God is ſtiled Q the Saviour of all men, 


but eſpecially of thoje who believe. And 


again, God would have all men to be ſaved; 
and Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſem for all. 


And as the Apoſtle's reaſoning, Hebrews. 


* x Corinthians xv. 22. Romans v. 19—. 


+ Romans v. 15, 18. $ Timothy ii. 4. 
iv. 10. : 
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262 The Goodneſs of God 
ix. 25, 26. proves, that the beneficial eff 
cacy of the death of Chriſt reached back to 
the beginning of the world, for the accept- 
ance unto eternal life of all the fincerely 
1 pious and virtuous, though they were igno- 
rant of him; becauſe otherwiſe be muſt often 
have fe ufered Pack the foundation of the world ; 
ſo are we juſtified by his principle, in ex- 
tending the falutary efficacy of his death to 
all the fincerely good among the heather, 
who do not know, and therefore cannot 
believe in him. For as St. Peter teaches us, 
> Gd is uo reſpecler of perſons ; but in every 
. he who feareth God, and worketh 
righteouſneſs, is accepted of | Dim; accepted to 
eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt, in vun 
all are made alive, 


By nature ll men are alike the creatures 
and children of God, and objects of Bis pa- 
ternal benevolence; and Chriſt gave Him- 
felf a ranſom for all. The ſame eſſential 
goodneſs of nature which determines the 
Deity to delight in and promote the hap- 
pineſs of ſome of his rational creatures, will 
fender him alike affected towards 51 until 


f Acts x. 34. 
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by wilful diſobedience they forfeit his fa- 
vour. None therefore, by the decree or 
intention of God, are excluded from eter- 
nal life, but they who by continued and 
incurable wickedneſs exclude themſelves. 


How adorable is this univerſal grace of 


God, which extends to a whole race of 
intelligent creatures, to countleſs millions of 
rational and immortal beings, unto all of 
whom are given capacities and opportuni- 


ties for riſing to immortal felicity. They 


' who thus ſpeak of God really magnify the 


divine grace; not ab/urdiy, as others pre- 


tend to magnify it, by leſſening it, and talk- 
ing of the grace as the greater for being 
confined to a few, Does not this laſt ac- 
count of the affair appear an affront to com- 
mon ſenſe? And mult it not occaſion very 
uneaſy reflections, to every good-natured 


perſon who believed it? Since every good 


man will be the more pleaſed with his own 


happy ſtate, for having numbers happy 


with him, as well as love the Author of 
his happineſs the more, for the extent and 
impartiality of his beneyolence. To a guilty 
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and degenerate world, which, when the Sa- 

viour appeared, had corrupted itſelf to an 
extreme degree, and to all the ſinners of 
mankind to the end of the world, who are 
led by it to repentance, will this grace of 


8 God extend, and prepare for them immor- 


tal bleſſedneſs; abounding to the remiſſion 
of the greateſt ſins, while it renders leſſer 
offences, if wilful and continued, without 
excuſe. Finally, 


4. If we would be convinced how much 
the grace of God hath abounded in Chriſt, 
let us conſider, what returns are required, 
and what our obedience is, which will be 
thus immenſely rewarded. 


We muſt en of our ſins; this is merely 
recovering a healthful ſtate of ſoul, return- 
ing to the way of life, and applying our- 
ſelves to practiſe thoſe duties and virtues, 
which will be ſhown preſently to be per- 
fective of our nature, and productive of 
the higheſt happineſs, We muſt alſo be- 
hieve in the Son of God, that is, put our- 
ſelves under the conduct of one, who fully 

proved 
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proved that he was ſent by the Father Ms, 


| mighty, to guide us in the path to everlaſt- 


ing happineſs; and as we walk in it, en- 


courage ourſelves with the aſſurance of ob- 


taining pardon, acceptance, and eternal life, 


through his mediation. Having become 
his diſciples and ſubjects, we ſhall find, 
that the commands which God hath given 


us by him, could we obey them compleatly, 


are intirely adapted to give us noble ſatiſ- 


factions: though our righteouſneſs, were it . 
perfect, cannot extend to God, nor can man 


profit his Maker. And how far ſhort do 
we come, not merely of perfection, but of 


the obedience which we are capable of ren- 


dering ; and yet his grace allows us, if fin- 
cere, the pe of eternal hfe *, 


We are required to love this infinitely 
gracious God with our ſupream affection ; 
whom the more we love, the happier we 


are, in exerciſing our nobleſt affections, ad- 


miration, love, gratitude and truſt, on the 
moſt excellent of Beings; as well as more 
5 animated to pra whatever i is worthy, and 


s Matthew xxvi. 41. 
3 will 
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will give Ky the ſatisfactions of con- 
ſcious goodneſs, and continually brighten 
our hopes of everlaſting bleſſedneſs, and 
improve our intereſt in it. We are alſo 


to bove, and truſt, and follow the Son of 


God, the expreſs image of the Father's 
goodneſs, and our moſt generous and con- 
deſcending Friend, whoſe laws are inſtan- 
ces of his affection to us; while our grateful 
regards and affection to him will immedi- 
ately a like happy effects, wich our 
love to God. e 


We are to hve our - neighbours as Our- 
lues, and eſtabliſh a righteous, equitable 
and kind diſpoſition; and to do all the good 
we can in our various places and relations, 
And if God, who is the 5%, be alſo the 
happieſt of beings, the more we advance in 
this diſpoſition, the happier we ſhall be in 
ourſelves, as well as more approved by him, 
and the more eſteemed and befriended by 
all around us. We are alſo required to 
prefer conſtantly in:proving our rational na- 
ture, and ſecuring the es of Gee. 
nity, before anima! gratifications, and the 

intereſts 
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intereſts of a periſhing body; and to give up 
theſe latter, whenever they interfere with 


the former. And is not the preſcribing us 
theſe laws an inſtance of the Divine Grace, 


which thus direQs us into the ſtrait path to 


happineſs, preſent and future? 


Think alſo how faint our beſt love and 


gratitude are; how imperfect our goodneſs; 
how inconſtant our devotedneſs to God; 
how jew our returns of duty and obedi- 
ence; how frequent our relapſes into the 


ſins we lament, and how hort the longeſt 
life of obedience, when filled in the beſt 
manner. And yet ſo good is God, that 


from creatures under infinite obligations, he 
will accept ſach returns, and admit renew- 


ed repentings, after renewed tranſgreflions ; 


and not only forgive inconſtant and ottending 


creatures, but, if their prevailing diſpoſitions 
are holy, reward them with b life 


and bappineſs. 


What an illuſtrious manifeſtation of the 
Divine Grace does the ſcheme of our ſalva- 


tion appear, even from this imperfect view 


of 


_ 8 0 * — * 1 

r . —— =” 
— 

po gr gr — ww — * 


268 De Gooaneſs of God © 
of it; how amiable, how adorable the 
Author, and how encouraging his deſigns 
towards us! Hath not God magnified his 
word above all his name? To communi- 
cate life and good at firſt, where there 
could not be any previous ill-deſert, and 
to continue good with innocent creatures, 
as we obſerved in the beginning, ſeem na- 
tural overflowings of Almighty benevolence, _ 
But when God defigns immortal life and 
pleſſedneſs for a world of guilty creatures, 
and gives up his well- beloved Son to a 
death of ignominy and torture, that the 
ſalvation of a rebellious race might be ac- 
compliſhed in the beſt manner this is 
a diſcovery that God 1s good beyond all 
compariſon and acknowledgement, and even 
all imagination, if he had not himſelf re- 
vealed it. Be then this infinite ſource 
of life and good adored, with the moſt 
« grateful love, and with the higheſt prai- 
'« ſes. Let us triumph in this unbounded 
e goodneſs. May it produce an ingenuous 
* repentance, that we have been capable 
8 of- ungrateful oppoſition to it, and a moſt 
ke zealous ag. intire obedience for the fu- 


OE. ture. 
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e ture. May it alſo excite ſtrong deſires 
« of reaching the perfection of piety and 
virtue; that our conceptions of this love, 


« and our gratitude | in the heavenly world 
40 — be the nobleſt! ” Amen! 
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SERMON X. 


| The principal Properties of the Di. 
| vine Goodneſs. 


BY PSALM cxxxvi. 1. 
5 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for he is goed 


"4 ts was endurel h ad 8850 


A ORDING to the plan laid down 


in the beginning of theſe diſcourſes, 
we have explained the nature of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, have conſidered the evider- 


ces, which reaſon and revelation furniſh of 


this important truth, and given a view of 
this moſt amiable perfection, as diſplaying 
itſelf in the works of creation, providence, 
and redemption, We are now, 


IV. To take a view of its principal pro- 
pertzes, which will convince us, that this 


perfection will ſupport our firmeſt truſt, 
and 
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and deſerves our moſt exalted praiſes. The 


text read celebrates one property of the Di- 
vine Benevolence, which renders it infi. 


nitely intereſting to beings made for eter- 


nity, that it endureth forever. This the 
pious king mentions as a reaſon, why all 


ſucceſſive generations . ſhould with pleaſure 


trace all their enjoyments, up to this ever- 


flowing fountain of good ; and while they 


gratefully own their obligations for number- 


_- - * — 
- 


leſs benefits, and excite a concern to behave 
worthy of them, ſhould rejoice; that the 


goodneſs from whence they proceed is in- 
exhauſtible by infinite communications of | 


good, and will endure the ſame forever, 


The following are principal properties .of 


the Divine Benevolence, and render it the 
worthieſt object of our meditations and 
| praiſes. | 


1. The goodneſs of God is directed by his 


wiſdom, and free in its exerciſe; and does 


not proceed from a neceſſity of nature, or 
from a blind inſiinff. Did the Divine Be- 


nevolence ariſe out of the ſame neceſſity of 
nature as his a the exerciſe of 
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his benevolence would not then be the ob- | 
ject of his choice; and although it would ö 
become us to venerate him on account of 2-20 1 
it, we could not properly Zhank or [ve him | 
for being univerſally beneficent, any more 


than for his being ani verſally preſent, The | | 
effects and inſtances of his goodneſs would i 
alſo be the /ame every where, | Abſolute ne- TT— | 
ceſſity muſt operate every where alike; ang 1 
it mult be aſcribed to wiſdom and choice, 1 


if a being exerts itſelf more at ſome times, = 
and in ſome caſes, than in others. Did the ä 
divine beneficence ſpring from a natural ne- 
ceſſity, all the creatures of God would be of 
the ſame order, and poſſeſs the higheſt de- 
grees of perfection and happineſs poſſible: 
As bodies, which according to a phy/ical 


wg Ob e Wp* 4 * 
— - aan . F — 0 


neceſſity tend towards the center of the — 
earth, tend thither uniformly, and without — b 
| variation, The variety of creatures which \ | 
| the Almighty hath made, and the various | 
WH egrees of perfection which he hath com- _ 4 
municated to them, abundantly prove him 


to be free in the exerciſes of his gocdneſs ; 
| fince he hath evidently exerted it in ſome 
Nö. cales more, in others /e}f. | 


1 | 3 Farther, 
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Farther, the divine benevolence is not a 
Blind inflinf#, but prompted and directed by 
70% dom. There is in men both an inſtinctive 
and a rational benevolence, and theſe often 
prompt them to contrary actions. Inſtinc- 
tive benevolence i is naturally averſe to the in- 
flicting, or permitting any kind of pain or 
evil upon the objects of it. Whereas a ra- 
tional benevolence often chuſes to inffict leſ- 
ſer pains or evils, when they will prove in- 
ſtrumental of greater good. Thus the in- 
ſtinctive fondneſs of parents gives them pain, 
if their children ſuffer any evil; when at 
the ſame time a rational benevolence deter- 
mines them to inflict the leſs evil of pain, 
by way of correction, if it be a likely mean 
of preventing the oreater evil of an eftab- 
liſhed vicious diſpoſition. 


There are beyond queſtion in the world 
an abundance of natural evils, and theſe 
appointed and diſpoſed by God. Tis plain 
therefore his benevolence cannot be inſtinc- 
tive; becauſe that is averſe to any kind of 
evil, and being poſſeſt of all power would 
prevent it. For on this ſuppoſition, the 
miſeries which are in the world would give 
Pain 


% 
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pain to the Deity, and make him leſs hap- 
py; as parents ſuffer greatly in the ſufferings 
and wretchedneſs of their children. But to 
ſuppoſe the Deity to ſuffer, or be unhappy 
in any degree, eſpecially when it is always 
in his power to prevent it, is contrary to all 
rational ideas of his nature and perfections. 
The divine benevolence therefore is the re- 


ſult of bis perfect wiſdom; which directs 
the infliction of leſſer evils, when they are 
| proper means for producing a greater good, 


and is free 1 in its exerciſe, 


'Tis by this principle that we can ac- 
count for God's not placing his rational 
creatures in the immediate poſſeflion of 
compleat happineſs, but determining it as 
beſt; that creatures capable of approving 
their love to him, and to that which is 
right and amiable in conduct, ſhould thus 
approve it; and not be eſtabliſhed in hap- 
pineſs, until they have been tried and ap- 


proved. Tis this wiſe benevolence of our 


Creator which determines him, by every 
proper method, and even by the puniſh- 
ment and final deſtruction of the incurably 
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wicked, to maintain among his rational 
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creatures the practice of virtue and piety, 
As it appeared beſt to the Divine Wiſdom to 


create free beings, and to put them on their 
trial, ſo to govern them in a way agreeable 
to their nature. To place them amidſt 


temptations, that their virtue might be ex- 


erciſed and approved; and to ballance the 


allurements to vice by its viſibly attendant. 


evils. And as continued and obſtinate wick- 
edneſs is the object of his juſt diſpleaſure, 
and it becomes him as a wiſe and good Go- 
vernor to maintain the honour of his laws 


and government, and to prevent others from 


being corrupted, by bringing proper puniſh- 


ments upon the deſperately wicked ; fo his 


wiſe benevolence will determine $0 thus 
to treat his creatures. 


Let none 81 preſume on the mercy 
of God, as if it would make them happy, 
how ill ſoever they behaved. Let none 
imagine, that it is like the blind fondneſs 


of an indulgent parent, who cannot bear 
that his children ſhould ſuffer, how much 
ſoever they deſerv'd it. The wiſe benevo- 


lence of our Creator will make thoſe alone 


happy, whoſe per and conduct he ap- 
| | proves, 
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proves, and whoſe diſpoſitions qualify them 
to be happy. The ſufferings and wretched- 
neſs, which in the preſent conſtitution of 
things he hath annexed to vice, are a proof; | 
that though he loves his creatures, and 
would make them happy, yet he is not in- 
different to wickedneſs, much leſs indulgent 
to it. And he thus fairly warns the wick- 
ed, what they are to expect in a future 
world, if they continue of this character; 
even puniſhments great as their guilt, and 


ſuch as are neceſſary for ſupporting the in- 


tereſts of virtue and piety among his rational 
a creatures, which conſtitute their chief hap- 
pineſs; and to diſcourage vice and impiety, 


which to ſuch beings muſt prove the worſt 
evils. A parent who chaſtiſes his children, 


when they behave ill, and who proportions. 
his favours to their good deſert, during their 
younger years, effectually declares, that he 


is not governed by a blind fondneſs, and 


that he will not indulge them when grown 
up, ſhould they behave ill; nor give with- 
out diſtinction equal portions to the virtu- 
ous and the vicious. And the preſent diſ- 
penſations of God to men, are an abundant 
proof, that he is not fooliſhly indulgent, 
but 
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but that he loves virtue and is diſpleaſcd 
with vice, and will encourage the one, and 
diſcountenance the other, as becomes his 
wiſdom. 


2. The goodneſs of God is unchangeablt. 
He 1s the Joe yeſterday, to-day, and forever. 
St. James * aſſerts this immutability in par- 
ticular of the Divine Benignity. Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down feen the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no wariableneſs, nefther 
ſhadow of turning. There is in the words 
2 beautiful alluſion to the heavenly bodies, 
and the benefits which we derive from their 
miniſtry, The ſun, the moon, and ſtars, 
are greatly beneficial by their light, and 
warmth, and influences; but not always 
alike beneficial. They rife and ſet to us, 
are ſometimes nearer, at other more diſtant, 
ſometimes eclipſed, and often clouded. But 
the Divine Benignity is not ſubject to any 
ſuch variations. It is always equally near, 
and equally communicative of its influences, 
to proper objects; nor can any thing inter- 
poſe between it and them, Tis not a 


* James i. 17. 


fluſh 


fluſh of good humour which may be ſpent, 


tis not a great, but limited treaſury which 


may be exhauſted, by large and continued 
communications; nor is t diſpoſition 
which can be wearied and altered by the 


follies and vices of men, or of any other 


creatures. As God is ever unerringly wiſe, 

and unchangeably happy, as his power is 
infinite, and be is thus raiſed above all 
Want or ſuffering; he will certainly always 
chuſe to do, what his wiſdom determines 


beſt to be done. And as he ever ſees the 
happineſs of his creatures to be the wor- 


| thieſt end, and the happineſs of his rational 


creatures attained in the way of piety and 
obedience to be the beſt with regard to 


them; he will certainly be always diſpoſed 


and delighted to promote this beſt end. 
The infinite communications of good which 
he hath made already, producing creatures 


in immenſe numbers and varieties, and 
maintaining and ſupplying them all, in- 
ſtead of giving us any caule to fear, that his 


goodneſs may be exhauſted, ſerve to prove 


it infinite, and therefore inexhauſtible. They 


give, and they will give his rational crea- 


tures to eternity, the molt ſatisfying reaſons 
1 4 to 
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to expect from their Creator, all that can 
be expected from a Being infinitely wiſe, 
powerful, and benevolent. 


What a reviving thought is this! The 
ſame infinite goodneſs which created the an- 
gels, thoſe great, wiſe and happy ſpirits, 
which formed the farry worlds, and all 
their inhabitants, which fretched out our 
| heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth, 
and exerted unbounded wiſdom and omni- 
potence in forming the countleſs varieties of 
Creatures that are upon it, and in making 
full proviſion for ſapplying them with pro- 
per good · The ſame unbounded goodneſs 
which hath maintained and ſupplied them 
for thouſands of years, and all this time hath 
born with the follies and vices of mankind, 
and ſtill bears with them That ſame 
unbounded kindneſs and mercy which in- 
clined God to give his wr Son to death, for 
 thelife of a guilty world- — This goodneſs, 


unchangeably the ſame, ever farrounds us. 
God is now as able and as will: ing to make 
his creatures happy to the extent of their ca- 
pacities, as when he firſt formed theſe ca- 
Faenies of happineſe, or ſent his Son for 


their 
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their falvation. The ſame goodneſs attends 
to my welfare, and is always diſpoſed to 
_ compaſſionate my weakneſs, and to be mer- 
ciful to my tranſgreſſions, if I repent and 
forſake them; and as ſtrongly diſpoſed to 
raiſe me to a bleſſedneſs equal to the largeſt 
capacities of my nature; as when for pro- 
moting theſe gracious purpoſes, the Son of 
God was ſubjected to the death of the croſs. 
That glorious diſplay of mercy was not an 


extraordinary flow of it, which muſt be fol- 
lowed with an ebb; it was only an extra- 


ordinary manifejiation, ſuited to the then exi- 
gences of mankind, of a goodneſs which is 
unchangeably Fe ſame. 


'Tis conſeſt that God is immutably / 
and happy, as he therefore always diſcerns 
what is beſt, he will always chuſe and prac- 

tiſe it. And being unalterably happy, he 
is abſolutely exempt from thoſe paſſions, 
which when irritated, often change good 
men from kind to cruel, Though man- 
kind offer to their Maker innumerable pro- 
vocations, yet he can never be provoked to 
do any thing unworthy perfect wiſdom and 
goodneſs, The benevolence of men de- 
To pends 
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pends not on their reaſon alone, but on their 
| bodily temperament alſo, which is ſubje& 
to numberleſs variations. God is a pure 
mind and unmixed reaſon, and therefore in- 
capable of any internal alterations; and he 
is infinitely above all influence from exter- 
nal cauſes, to cies the was of his 
nature. 


Wherever therefore in the holy Scriptures 
God is repreſented, as grieving, repenting, 
or being wearied with the wickedneſs of 
men, and the like, we muſt not underſtand 
theſe expreſſions according to the /etter ; but 
as ſpoken in condeſcenſion to human appre- 
henſions and ways of expreſſion. He 7s no- 
a man, that he ſhould repent *. No more 
is intended by theſe phraſes, than that the 
diſpenſations of divine providence with re- 
card to men, although they be conducted 
by unchanging wiſdom and goodneſs, are 
yet in appearance ſuch, as might be expec- 
ted from great and wile princes, influenced 
by theſe paſſions. That, for inſtance, the 
puniſhment of obſtinate wickedneſs will be 
as certain and dreadful, as if God were ca- 
* Numbers xxiii. 19. 


pable 
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5 pable of being provoked and wearied by the 
fins and perverſeneſs of men. To ſuppoſe 
the contrary, would be diſhonourable to the f 

_—_— perfection of the Deity. 


We ſhould then always firmly believe, 
and often with pleaſure recolle&, that God 
is N0W as good, as when he created our firſt 
parents with all their advantages of being, 
and placed them in Paradiſe ; and as much 

concerned for our happineſs, as he was for 
thbeirs, who are alike his creatures and chil- 
dren, That he is as merciful now, as when 
he ſent his Son from Heaven to fave a loſt 
world; and as much diſpoſed to employ 
proper methods for reclaiming men from 
fin and ruin, and forming them for his 
complacential love, and for his heavenly 
kingdom; as when he ent forth the apo- 
_ files with all their miraculous powers and 
gifts to convert the world. His end is ſtill 
the /ame, and purſued with equal attention ; 
aithough his wiſdom dire& other methods 
to be taken now, than thoſe which the cir- 
cumſtances of mankind at that time made 
to be wiſe and neceſſary. 


3. The 
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3. The Goodneſs of God is infinite; that 
is, it can extend itſelf to an infinite variety of 
creatures, and make them all happy to the 
height of their capacities. The returning 
wants of all the countleſs inhabitants of this 
boundleſs univerſe cannot exhauſt his trea- 
ſuries; nor advancing the happineſs of all 
the rational inhabitants of our globe, or of 
our ſyſtem, engage his whole attention. As 
his preſence is unlimited and his wiſdom 
equal, ſo wherever God is, there infinite 
goodneſs is preſent, and the Creator is as 
able and willing to make every creature in 
the univerſe happy, according to his nature 
and capacity, as if he was alone in it. The 
creatures of different kinds which inhabit 
our globe, viſible to the naked eye, or diſ- 
coverable by glaſſes, are for number infinite; 
and ſeem to require infinite bounty to ſup- 
ply them all. Yet the God who ſupplies 
them is not only attentive to our welfare, 
but to the happineſs of the angels, a multi- 
tude of great and excellent beings, whom 
no man can number, The countleſs ftarry 
worlds, which we behold on high, are pro- 
vided with light and heat for ſapplying their 
attendant zlobes; and as far as our obſerva- 
tions 
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tions can reach, their order and harmony 
are preſerved. God therefore attends to 
theſe, and to their innumerable inhabitants; 
(for who can rationally doubt that they are 
furniſhed with proper inhabitants, as well 
as our globe) who are the objects of his be- 
nevolence. The mind and wiſdom which 
attend to all theſe, muſt be univerſally pre- 
ſent and immenſe; and as the wiſdom, fo 
is the goodneſs, of the ſupream Mind. The 


wiſdom of the omnipreſent Deity will cer- 
tainly employ his almighty power every 


where, in accompliſhing the be? ends. And 


as the purpoſes of the divine benevolence 
are the beſt conceivable, the beneficent ef- 


feats of the Deity will be infinite; and 
therefore the diſpoſition to communicate 


good, may ſtrictly ſpeaking be termed in- 
finite. - 


The inſtances of this diſpoſition, with 
which we are acquainted, demonſtrate a 


benevolence to which we can ſet no bounds; 
and reaſon aſſures us, that no bounds can 


be ſet to the benevolence of an infinitely 


wiſe, almighty and ever preſent God. 


What 
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What a glorious, what a tranſporting 
thought is this! Although I am an incon- 
ſiderable creature, in a ſmall province of the 


Creator's immenſe dominions, yet I need 


not fear that I may be overlooked, amidſt 
the infinite varieties of his creatures; or 


unprovided for amidſt the infinite demands, 
continually made on his bounty. Where- 


ever I am, God is; that is, unbounded wiſ- 
dom, power and benevolence are there. 


And the God, who by exertions of his per- 
fections within and around me, aſſures me 
of his conſtant preſence and attention to my 


well-being, is ever able, and unalterably diſ- 


poſed to make me happy, to the extent of 


thoſe capacities which himſelf hath formed; 
and to do whatever is becoming his perfec- 


tions for rational and free creatures, who 


are on their trial; and whom he is training 
for the knowledge and love of himſelf, for 
his approbation, and tor the bleſſedneſs of 
eternity. 


The beſt men, and even the beſt princes, 
can be beneficial but to a few. Their trea- 
ſures are ſoon exhauſted, and they can at- 
tend to a ſmall number only of caſes and af- 

fairs. 
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fairs. But the underſtanding of God is infi- 
nite, bis tender mercies are over all bis 
works *, And at the ſame time that he tell- 
eh the number of the ſtars, and brings out 
| their hoſts, and through the ſtrengtb of bis 
power not one faileth; he healeth alſo the bro- 
ken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds, He 


raiſeth up the meek, and numbereth the hairs 


of his ſervants heads; yea not a ſparrow falls 
10 the ground © without his notice g. 


This puts 1 me in mind of another pro- 


: Py of the Divine Benevolence ; 


4. It is cater; that is, commands al- 


BW | mighty power. Our God is therefore able, 


not only || 7o do for us exceeding abundantly 
above all that we aſk or think, but to make 


the inhabitants of millions of worlds happy. 


Yea he 1s able to eternity to create new 


worlds, to people them all, and provide 


abundantly for all their inhabitants. How 


great the power which he confiantly exerts 
in our world! What leſs than Omnipo- 
tence could in the beginning create the mat- 


* Pſalm exlvii, 3—5—. 
j Epheſians i lil, 20, 
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8 Marthew x x. af. 
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ter of it from nothing; and then from con- 
fuſion raiſe into order and beauty this grand 


and regular fabric of heaven and earth? 
What power leſs than Almighty rouls round 


the ſun, and darts its beams with incon- 


ceivable rapidity to the moſt diſtant pla- 
| nets; cauſes the conſtant ſucceſſion of day 
and night; of ſummer and winter; heaves 


the ocean, and actuates throughout the ma- 
terial world, produces out of the earth herbs 


and trees, and fruits; and as at firſt it ſtock- 
ed the earth with inhabitants, continuall7 
introduces freſh inhabitants in ſucceſſive ge- 
nerations, ſupports every one of them in 


life, and ſupplies their infinitely numerous, | 


and continually returning wants? And 
which inſtead of appearing to be in the 


leaſt tired or exhauſted, by theſe continual 
exertions for ſix thouſand years, by ſtill in- 
creaſing the numbers of rational and animal 


inhabitants on our globe, increaſes the ob- 


jects of his bounty, and anſwerably multi- 
Plies his proviſions ? 


. - Theſe effects, continually produced every | 
moment for 6000 years, ſeem to require no 
kf cauſe than omnipotence ; and yet what 

is 
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zs the power requiſite for theſe effects, to 
that which * bringeth forth the flarry hoſts 
by number, and faileth not? No power leſs 
than infinite is equal to this. And if the 
Divine Power be infinite, then it is equal to 
the production of all poſſible good through 
boundleſs ſpace, and to the ſupplying infi- 
nite varieties of creatures, and for countleſs 
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This leads our thoughts to the laſt pro- 
perty of the Divine Benevolence, which 
: will be mentioned 


on It is everlaſting. This is aſſerted in 

the text, and in various other P/alms, and 

repeated twenty-five times in the cxxxvi. 

Pſalm; wherein the pious Author, in a rap- 

ture of devotion, calls upon all to praiſe Je- 

hovab, becauſe his goodneſs and bis mercies 

endure forever. This property of the Di- 

vine Goodneſs is founded in the immutabi- 
lity of his nature; for if God be ever the 
| fame, and endure to eternity, his merciful- "i 
N alſo muſt endure forever. 85 


* Laien xl. 26. 55 
1 1 
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Io ſapply throughout countleſs, ages, the 


ns af innumerable varieties of creatures, 


eannot exhauſt infinite treaſurgs, or weary | 
infinite benevolence. The fallies and fins 
of innumerable generations cannot tire im- 
mutable patience, nor alter his diſpoſition to 
communicate good, who is unchangeably 
benevolent. And when the Deity, for 
pumberleſs ages to come, ſhall have com- 
municated of his treaſures to the pious, righ- 
teous and merciful, have made them happy 
| to the extent of their capacities, and infinitely 
overpaid their work of faith, and labours of 
love, there will then be no room to fear an 
alteration in his diſpaſition to make them 
happy, or any deficiency of proper good; 
but as God himſelf is everlaſting, his good- 
nefs will be everlaſting; and as the natural 
effect of this, everlaſting will be their bleſſ- 
edneſs. Infinite wiſdom, power and bene- 
volence will be equally able and diſpoſed to 
make them happy, after millions of mil- 
lions of ages, as at the beginning. The beſt 
and moſt opulent princes muſt die, their 
treaſures waſte, and their goodneſs be over- 
come by multiplied inſtances of folly, in- 


gratitude and perverſeneſs; and many of 
thoſe 
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| thoſe who depended upon them, may with- 
out their own fault become deſtitute. But 
the great Sovereign of heaven and of earth is 
from everlaſiing to everlaſting the ſame al- 


mighty, and abſolutely perfect being, and 


of his goodneſs there can be no end. He 
cannot ceaſe to be good, Any. more than he 
can ceaſe 29 be, 


With what tenſoortivg ſatisfaction, wich 


what profound veneration, and with what 


extaſies of grateful love, ſhould we enter- 


tain the thoughts of this God! How de- 
| lightful to dwell on the contemplation and 


praiſe of his goodneſs | We ſhould praiſe 
him always, who is always beneficent, and 
whoſe mercy endureth forever. With what 
noble pleaſure may we trace this goodneſs in 


numberleſs effects, throughout this earth 
we inhabit; and with what tranſports of joy 
may our thoughts expatiate on proſpects of 
eternity, all brightened with the beams of 
everlaſting goodneſs, and indulge the hopes 
of poſſeſſing all the happineſs, which can be 
expected in eternity from infinite and ever- 
laſting goodneſs. How would every fear 
and every evil of life vaniſh, at the fixed 
| 1 2 con- 
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contemplation of that unbounded and ever- 
laſting mercy which will make the happi- 
neſs of the pious and good-its care for eter- 
nity. How would every other concern be 
ſwallowed up in the grand concern of be- 
coming proper objects of this everlaſting 
| love, and intereſted in it. How chearful 
would our obedience prove to the counſels 
and commands of alwiſe and infinite Good- 
neſs, and how vigorous and warm our en- 
deavours to reach the moſt advanced de- 
grees of piety and virtue, and to become 
moſt extenſively beneficent, that we may be 
qualified for a large ſhare in the rewards, 
which infinite and everlaſting Goodneſs will 
confer to eternity! | 


e cannot diſmiſs this molt theenble ſubs 
je without deſiring your attention to one 
h enn refledtion 


- Food theſe Wie er of the ine, . un- 
Pn and everlaſting goodneſs of our 
Creator, when we compare with ' it the 


 frorineſs,” i mporfection, and numerous evils of -- 
human life; what a convineing argument 


may we draw, that he deſigned us for ano- 
ther 


of the Divine Goodngf 293 
ther lige? Man is evidently on this earth 


the peculiar object of the Divine munifi- 


cence; and in a viſible ſubordination to his 


ſupport and delight, this grand and beauti- 
ful world was firſt framed, and is ſtill main- 


tained. But is man happy in a degree ade- 
quate to his large and noble capacities, or 
to what might be hoped from the un- 


bounded benevolence of his Creator? The 
general experience of ſix thouſand years ſays 
be is not. The jrailty of his make, and the 


many diſeaſes and pains to which it ſubjects 


him, joined to his re/tleſs defires of ſome- 


thing new, prevent his receiving any thing 


like compleat ſatisfaction from that profu- 


fion of ſenſible good, with which his Mak- 
er's bounty hath filled the world. And the 


 Iabours neceſſary, to acquire and inſure any 
conſiderable proportion of it to particular 


| perſons, employ ſo much of their ſhort 


life, as not to leave it in the power of the 
poor remainder, were it all ſpent in enjoy- 


ment, to compenſate their labours, And 
even the greater part of this, through the 


tor any high enjoyment. 


gradual decay of the body, becomes unfit 


OS e We 
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We cannot be conſiderably happy a fo- 
tin] beings, without the eſteem, affection 
and concurrenet of others; ner if the per- 
ſeons around us, eſpecially they with whom 

we ate cloſely connefed, are vicious and 
wretched. Were the generality virtuous 

and friendly, as they would then be gener- 
ally happy in a good degree, the ſatisfaction 
of every benevolent perſon would be raiſed 
high. Yet even then the ſhortneſs of his 
life would prevent its becoming conſiderable 
for duration; and the frequent deaths of 
perſons: deſervedly beloved, would make 
large abatements in the tatisfa tions of friend- 
: ſhip and benevolence. But do not prevail- 
ing follies, vices and miſeries, render ciel), 
and even He affections themſelves, though 
theſe are the glory of our nature, the ſour— 
ces of numerous and ſevere diſtreſſes to the 
' virtuous and benevolent, even as ſuch? 


The intelleffunl faculties of man capoci 
tate him for making large improvements in 
knowledge and for enjoying noble pleaſures 
Tn continued improvements. And the bound- 
leſs perfections and works of his Creator, 
"would conſtantly furniſh him with objects, 

the 
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the contemplation of which would | improve 
his - faculties, inlarge his knowledge, and 
ſupply new and higher delights to eternity. 
And the boundleſs cariofity natural to him, 
impells him to freſh inquiries, and renders 
him diſſatisfied with any preſent acquiſitions. 
But do not the neceſſary cares and labours 
for the body diſtract the attention of the 
mind, and employ a large ſhare of it, while 
the prejudices and miſtakes inſeparable from 
early life, raiſe mighty obſtacles to his pur- 
ſuits, and attainments of truth and ſcience ? 
And is not the longeſt life ſo ſhort, that 
by the time a perſon can rationally ſatisfy 
himſelf, that he knows a few important 
_ truths, and is become qualified to expatiate 
in the boundleſs ſcenes of wiſdom, grandeur 
and beauty which ſurround him, death 
draws the curtain, and ſpreads darkneſs 
over all? 


.- Man is alſo formed to become happy in 
the kzowledge and [ove of bis Creator, and in 
the practice of what is good and excellent, 
and approved by God. But ſo many and 
great are the difficulties which a wrong edu- 
No A nl U. ds Aion, 
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cation, ſenſual inclinations, animal paſſions, 
and numerous bad examples—which pre- 
vailing miſrepreſentations of religion, and 
the much ſtronger impreſſions of ſenſible 
objects on the mind, than of objects rational 
and fpiritual, raiſe in the way to an eſtab- 
liſhed virtue and an exalted devotion: that 
a great part even of a well improved life is 
ſpent in removing or conquering theſe. And 
by tae time this is accompliſhed, and a 
perſon become meet to enjoy his reward, 
in the ſatisfactions of a inature piety and 
virtue, * is at an end. 


If the netic be * ſtate of trial and 

preparation for another, and they, who fin- 
cerely endeavour to qualify themſelves for 
enjoying a rational and divine felicity, ſhall. 
poſſeſs it after death then all is ordered, 
as we might expect it would be ordered, 
by alwiſe, almighty and unbounded Benevo- 
lence. And even what we term the evils and 
imperfections of life, are inſtances of a moſt 
wiſe Benevolence; being proper exerciſes of 
virtue and piety, and means of improving in 
theſe, or correctives of vice. Our being 
neee 5 | able 
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able to diſcover in our Creator à goodneſs 
infinite and everlaſting, is itſelf a proof, that 
if we are not inexcuſably wanting to him, 
and to ourſelves, we ſhall be objects of it 
in eternity. Otherwiſe he would have made 
us as unapprehenſive of it, and as void of 
expectations from it, as the beaſts that pe- 
7iſh. Add to this, that the rational crea- 
tion of this infinitely and everlaſting bene- 
volent Father, continually advancing under 
his eye in goodneſs and devotion, in a ſtate 
where all the obſtacles to theſe muſt na- 
turally ceaſe; will ſtill grow more worthy 
of his kind regards, and more the objects 
of his unchangeable benignity forever. 


But upon the ſuppoſition that 10 future 
Hate is deſigned for man, can we ſay, that 
the beſt and happieſt enjoy here a degree of 
happineſs, correſponding to the diſtinction, 
with which his Creator hath treated him, 
or to the noble faculties he hath given 
him? Or ſuch as might have been rea- 
ſonably expected from a Father, whole 
benevolence, is infinite, almighty and ever- 
laſting ?,, VV 7 


Mew 5 5 Since 


Since then we have ſich proofs of the 


The Principal Properties 


unboutided and everlaſting goodneſs of our 
Maker, let us regard this life in the view, 
wherein alone it appears worthy of this 


perfection; that is, as opening into ano- 
ther; an everlaſting life. In this view, the 
vanity and the evils of life will become 


ſubfervietit to out acquiring ſolid fatisfac- = 
tions. And the largeneſs and nobleneſs of 


our capacities, which cauſe us to be diſſa- 


tisfied with any preſent enjoyments, will 
give us the ſatisfactions of rational and ex- 
alted hopes. We ſhall regard the ſhort- 
neſs of the preſent life, as an affurance 


from the alwiſe benevolence of our Crea- 


tor, that we are deſigned for a more laſt- 
ing life in a better world; and as an in- 
ſtance of his great kindneſs, who will not 


detain us longet from the world of perfec- 
tiôn and felicity, than is neceſſary for our 
becomipg theet to enjoy it. And who will 
then make us bleſſed to a degree, and for 


4 duration, worthy his infinite and ever- 


laltißg benevolence; on condition that by 
cültivating à difpoſition for the ſatisfactions 


of knowledge, goodneſs and devotion, Which 
5 0 | are 
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are in their nature unbounded, we will 
_ qualify ourſelves to become divinely bleſ- 
| {ed forever. ; 


May he bleſs what has been offered, 
for rendering us all fo wiſe and happy! 
Amen. 
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SERMON XL 


Of moral Evil, and that the Per- 
miſſion of it is conſiſtent with 
the Divine Goodneſs. 


James i i. 13, 14. 


Let no man : ſay when be is tempted, J am 
tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempreth he any man. 
But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of bis own 5 and enticed. 


O D hath ſhown to men what is 1 
and what he requireth of them“; yet 
is it too manifeſt, that great numbers of 
thoſe, who have not only the light of rea- 
ſon, but of revelation alſo to direct them to 
good, both moral and natural, follow that 
which is evil; ſo that they involve them- 
ſelves in preſent ſufferings, and final de- 
Mica vi. 8. 


ſtruction. 
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ſtruction. Thoughtful men have endea- 
voured te account for this ſurprizing and 
melancholy event, by 110 different Re” 
ſitions. 
8 Some perſons, more concerned to excuſe 
themſelves, than to maintain the honour of 
God their Maker, have imputed all the fin | 
and miſery in the world to him, and aſ- | 
ſerted it to be a neceflary conſequence from 
the human nature, of which he is the Au- 
thor, and from the circumſtances amidſt 
which he hath placed men. - This notion 
St. James rejects with abhorrence 1 in the zext 
read, and confutes by an unanſwerable ar- 
gument, deduced from the perfection of the 
divine nature. Let no man ſay when he is 
tempted, J am tempted of God; for God can- 
val be tempted with evil, and be will not 
therefore tempt any man; that is, deſignedly 
draw him into ſin, or lay him under a ral 
neceſſity of doing what he will condemn and 
mani as fin, The Apoſtle then meniions 
the true eauſe of multitudes becoming fin- 
ners. God bath formed men with various 
inclinations, which, under the direction and 
reſtraint of reaſon, are e ſubſervient to human 


virtue 
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virtue and happinneſs; but which tor thoſe, 
who will not exert the neceſſary caution and 


: reſalution to keep them under government, 
prove ſuccefsful tempters to ſin, and fruit- 
ES fol cauſes of miſery. Every man is tempted, 


when. he is drawn. away. of his own buſts, 


which he might have wo ained, and i in- 
tied by appearances of pleaſure, the de · 
ceitfulneſs of which his reaſon would have 


readily ſhown him, had he conſulted it. 


. And in the preceding verſe St. James ſug- 


geſts the reaſon, why a moſt wiſe, holy and 
good God gave to men ſuch inclinations, 
and placed them in circumſtances, which 


might prove occaſions of their becomin 


#1 cious and miſerable. Bleſſed i is the man _ 


endureth temptation ;, fer auben be is tried, be 


| ſhall receive the crown of life ; which the 


bers hap promiſed to n _ laue him. 


This text is therefore very proper to in; 
A e the anſwers, which, according to 


the method firlt propoſed, are now to be re- 
turned to the chections againſt the goodneſs 
of God, raiſed from the great abounding of 


evil. uafural and moral, For. 


V. It 
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V. It has been often aſked, and with 4 
ſtrange pleaſure and malicious inſult by ſome 
bad men, if God be infinitely good, and at 
the ſame time akoifſe and almighty, and all 
other beings are his creatures, and no event 
can take place without his direction, or per- 
miſſion at leaſt whence is it, that there 
is no more good to be found in our world, 
and that all kinds of natural and moral evil 
| abound? And that mankind are 7hreatned 
with yet greater evils to eternity? The 06- 
jeftions therefore, which are to be now diſ- 
tinctly confidered and anſwered, are three; 
the great abounding of moral evil among 
mankind, and as the cauſe of this, the frong 
propenſity to vice, which is ſuppoſed natural 
to men ; the many wants, diſeaſes, pains and 
calamities to which they are expoſed, and 
under which they ſuffer during the preſent 
life; and the everlaſting evils threatned, and 
to be inflicted on ſinners in the next ſtate, 
and under which, to judge by appearan- 
ces, the greateſt part of the human race will 
fall. 


Theſe objettions wear a formidable aſpect, 
and have in ſucceſſive ages exereiſed and 
perplexed 
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perplexed thoughtful. perſons; +. There are 


alſo the following dzfjiculties in our way, 


vrhen we attempt a ſolution of theſe appear- 
ances, which will not allow. us to hope, 
that we ſhall be able to give anſwers, in 


every point intirely ſatisfactory, and ſuch as 
ſhall clear every doubt and ſilence every ob- 


jection. That we Luc very little of the 


moral ſyſtem of God in other worlds, and 
of the divine diſpenſations throughout them; 
and yet the moral ſtate of our world may 
have a real and cloſe connection with theſe, 


though at preſent undiſcernible to us. And 


that we are alſo ignorant of many particu- 


lar deſigns of God in regard to men now, 
and of the preciſe manner in which he will 
treat them hereafter. Yet we deſpair not of 
proving, that theſe ohjiections are to be eſti- 
mated as no more than d:#icl//zes, and that 


they may receive a good ſolution, even though 


that we give ſhould not be the beſt—T'kat 


the main ſtrength of theſe objections is de- 
rived. from ignorance or miſtake, as to what 
18 really geod or evi! for man, or as to the 
Divine intentions in relation to us; and that 
therefore they are not with juſtice to be ad- 
muted as a ballance, againſt the poſitive 


NW 
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and full evidence, which we have for the 
Divine benevolence; againſt the demonſtra- 
tion which reaſon gives, that this perfection 
belongs to God, and againſt the numberleſs 
inſtances of it which the creation exhibits; | 
ſome of which have been offered to your | 
thoughts in ſeveral preceding diſcourſes, _ 


I would #r/} endeavour to account for 
moral evil; and if that be well accounted 
for, natural evil, or the evil of ſuffering, 
will receive an eaſy ſolution; and we ſhall 
then prove, that the Scripture threatnings of 
Future puniſhments are reconcileable with the 
divine goodneſs. And can we better em- 
ploy the reaſon which God hath given us, 
than in vindicating the honour of our great 
Creator and Governor, and clearing the 
ways of God to men from thoſe aſperſions, 
which have been caſt upon them? 'Tis 
certainly a noble employment of our intel- 
lectual powers, and a proper exprefiion of | 
gratitude to God for endowing us with, 
them, and for all the other ee which 
he hath conferred upon us; and eſpecially 
for indulging us in the hope of infinitely ſu- 
perior enjoyments, it will reward us alſo 
with 
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with the moſt valuable ſatisfactions. For 
what pleaſures can equal the triumph of a 
benevolent and upright heart, in a rational 
and full perſuaſion, that any contrary appear- 
ancemotwithſtanding, which arife from par- 


tial views of the divine diſpenſations: yet 


his Creator is infinitely good. That all his 
ways are not only righteous, but kind; and 


that all his diſpenſations, when the grand 


ſcheme ſhall be compleated and laid open, 


will be found, to have been not merely con- 
ſiſtent with infinite and everlaſting goodneſs, 


but glorious proofs and inſtances oo it. We 
"mw then to begin, 


I. With giving a good account of that o- 
ral evil, which ſeems to abound in our 


world, and proving it to be confiſtent, with 


the boundleſs benevolence of the Creator 
and Governor of the univerſe. 


It hath hw 45% te if piety and vir- 
tue are eſſential to the happineſs of ra- 
« tional creatures, would not an infinitely 
good Creator have made the attainment of 
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theſe di; poſitions more eaſy? And how 
can it conſiſt with this perfection, that 
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40 he appoints men to be born with ſuch 
„ conſtitutions, into a world ſo full of 
ee temptations; by which, apparently the 
0 greater part of them are betrayed into 
4 wickedneſs, and endleſs ruin?“ 


To this we anſwer in general, that both 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God require 
the creation of free agents, and that when 
created, they ſhould be governed according 
to their nature, and be placed on their rial. 
Tf deſtitute of liberty, intelligent creatures 
could not become qualified for the bigheſt 
happineſs, or enjoy it; for this muſt ariſe 
from conſcious integrity and goodneſs, from 
imitating the moral excellencies of the Deity, 


and becoming proper objects of the Divine 


complacency and love. And in fine beings, 
a power of freely chooſing and preferring 
what is excellent and approved by God, 
muſt be conjoined with a power of chooſing 
otherwiſe, whenever pleaſure ſhall incline 
perſons to go one way, and duty direct them 
another. And the ſame perfections, which 
order the creation of free beings, will re- 
quire, that they be governed according to 
their nature; ſince this is merely purſuing 

the 
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the deſign of their creation, which. | is allow- 
ed to be wiſe and kind, If we are capable 
of an approved virtue and piety, it is evi- 
dently right that we ſhould approve our- 
ſelves, by cultivating theſe diſpoſitions dur- 
ing our ſtate of trial. And unleſs we are 
_ exerciſed with temptations and difficulties, 
| how can this be done? Or how can we 
become approved by our Creator ; unleſs by 
freely chooſing, and conſtantly adhering to 
what is right, amiable and worthy, we 
render ourſelves objects of his approbation? 
Where would be the merit, or rewardable- 
neſs of our love to God and goodfiels 

preferring to act as this affection prompts 
us, were we ſo ſituated, that it ſhould be-- 
morally impoſſible for us to act otherwiſe, 
and we could neither ſee, or feel any in- 
ducement or temptation to be vicious ? 


All rational agents, who are capable of 
other pleaſures, beſides thoſe which ariſe 
| from love and obedience to God, and chooſ- 
Ing and adhering to what is morally beau- 
| tiful, may be tempted to fin by their incli- 
| nations to theſe pleaſures, whenever the 
purſuit and enjoyment of them would in- 
Wl X 3 terfere 
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terfete with the practice of their duty, which 
muſt often happen: and they may actually 
| fin, by indulging to them in ſuch circum- 
ſtances. But it can certainly be no juſt ob- 
jection to the Divine Goodneſs, that he 
forms his creatures with capacities for more 
kinds of pleaſure than one; of the pleaſures 


7 for inſtance which are produced by gratify- 


ing our ſenſes and imagination, and by the 
diſcovery: and contemplation of truth, as 
well as of thoſe which are the fruits of 
obeying God, or doing good to men. The 
more capacities of this kind, which are con- 
ſiſtent, With one another, the more inſtances 
and proof: of benevolence hath our Creator 
given. And certainly the creatures alone 
are to be blamed, if preferring the meaner 
ſatis factions to the notler, a ſtrong pleaſing 
ſenſation before behaving piouſly or righte- 
ouſly, they render themſelves guilty and 
wretched ; objects of the Divine N 
bation, and of their own. 


It being then manifeſtly worthy of the 
Divine benevolence, that ſuch creatures as 
men ſhould be formed, partly rational and 
partly animal, and that they ſhould be put 

to 
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to this trial, whether they will prefer the 
ſatisfactions of virtue and piety before plcz- 
ſing ſenſations and animal intereſts ; all our 
| bodily inclinations, which if we do not pro- 
perly 5 them, betray us into ſin, are 
not only conſiſtent with our Maker's good- 
neſs, as fit trials of virtue, but will be 


found upon inquiry to be alſo neceſſary, for 
the preſervation of the my Part. 


1 e 


Could we ſupport life without meat and 
drink? Or ſhould we labour to provide 
theſe, unleſs we were excited by hunger 
and thirſt? And are not the pleaſures con- 
ſequent on the gratifications of theſe appe- 

tites inſtances of the kindneſs of our Maker, 
who thus rewards a care for the body, which 
is his work? And is this conſtitution to be 
blamed, becauſe ſome perſons will purſue 
theſe pleaſures contrarily to the deſign of 
God, and even to the deſtruction of their 


health and reaſon, becoming Nets or glut- 
20087 > 


Would the human race be propagated, or 
children when born be taken care of and 
educated, without thoſe inclinations and in- 

* 4 : {tunc- 
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ſtinctive affections, which prompt perſons 
to found and build up a family? Is not 
our Maker kind, who beſide the ſatisfac- 
tions which attend a rational benevolence, 
excites perſons to purſue the good of a fa- 
mily and ſociety, and rewards them, by 
thoſe other pleaſures, which the proper in- 
clinations and inſtincts give them, when re- 
gularly purſued? And is the kindneſs of 
che Creator to be blamed, becauſe many 
will purſue theſe pleaſures, without regard 
to juſtice, or to the good of a family, and 
even in oppoſition to theſe? Or becauſe 
ſome will be unjuſt, that they may gratify 
an inſtinctive fondneſs for their children, 
when by an honeſt induſtry they might 


gratify it, in full conſiſtence with juſtice and 
the ge: neral good? . 


Or is God to be judged leſs benevolent, 
who hath formed us to receive pleaſure from 
 beautifu! objects of every kind, from fine 
ſtatues, paintings, gardens, buildings, or the 
like, becauſe ſome perſons will purſue theſe 
entertainments, negligent of the ſatisfactions 
ariſing from piety, juſtice or humanity, and 
even in contradickion to the rules of theſe; 

when 
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\ 1en the pleaſures derived from theſe mate- 
rial beauties, naturally leſſen as they are in- 
groſſed, but always riſe in proportion to our 


gratifying the benevolent affections, and our 
Inviting others to ſhare the Pleaſure with us? 


The like evidence for the Divine Benig- 
nity will ariſe, from the conſideration of 
ſome other affections and paſſions, not 
wholly relative to the animal life ; which 
yet, when they are not well directed or go- 
verned, prove occaſions of fin, Can we be 
happy without taking care of ourſelves, and 
| ſhould we take care of ourſelves without 
ſelf-love? And is the kindneſs of God to 
be cenſured, becauſe many perſons, ſuffer- 
Ing themſelves to be led blindly by this af- 
fection injure others; when to give them the 
command over it, he hath ballanced it by 

the ſocial affections of benevolence, compaſe 
fron, indignation againſt injuſtice, and the 
like? And when he hath alſo made it evi- 
dently our own greateſt intereſt to be kind, 
and juſt, and merciful, that is to gratify our 


ſelf-love, in conſtant concurrence e with the 
love of others? 


Again, 
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Again, would not the prevalence of vio- 
lence and wrongs be deſtructive of the ge- 
neral welfare? And do not injuries as ſuch, 
even when offered to others, naturally ex- 
cite anger and reſentment? Is not this a 
mighty check to reſtrain perſons from vio- 
lently and unjuſtly purſuing objects, which 
gratify the meaner inclinations? And is not 
the Author of the human conſtitution be- 
nevolent, who hath implanted this paſſion, 
to raiſe fears in the oppreſſive, and to over- 
ballance the fears of others from them, 
when they are called to vindicate injured 
innocence #*? And if any will be angry 
when they are not injured, becauſe they will 
not fairly conſider the caſe, and thus become 
injurious, is the Author of our frame ti» 
be blamed ; when according to our original 
conſtitution the object naturally exciting our 
reſentment is 72ju/tice, whether done to other 
or to ourſefves?* And is it not a perverſion of 
a good conſtitution, to make that paſſion, 
which is naturally a check upon injuſtice, an 
incitement to commit it? 


* Sce Biſhop Butler's Sermon on Reſentmt at. 


Farther, 
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Farther, a deſire of being approved by our 
own hearts, and a ſatisfaction in it, with 
painful inward ſenſations, when we cannot 
avoid thinking meanly of ourſelves; an ear- 
neſt defire of gaining the efteem of others, and 
our being highly pleaſed when we ſuc- 
| ceed—— theſe paſſions, joined with a na- 
' tural determination to approve in ourſelves 
or in others generoſity, gratitude, fidelity, and 
the like diſpoſitions, and to be diſpleaſed 
with the contrary—are certainly inſtances of 
the wiſe benevolence of our Creator. But 
if men will overvalue themſelves, or rate 
themſelves high for trifling accompliſhments, 
neglecting ſolid worth; if they will arrogate 
eſteem without deſerving it; or if in order 
to gratify a defire of being honourably diſ- 
tinguiſhed, over-rating their own worth, 
they will under-rate the worth of others, 
and thus become proud, injurious and con- 
temptible ; is the Creator to be thought 
deficient in kindneſs, who hath implanted 
moſt uſeful paſſions in men, becauſe ſome 


men will unreaſonably and miſchicyoully 
pervert theſe ? 


Allied 
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Allied to the preceding i is another natural 


paſſion, emulation, which makes us uneaſy, 
when we ſee any excellence or good, which 
might become ours, and is not. Do we 
not ſee the wiſdom and kindneſs of plant- 


ing this in the human frame, to prevent 


our reſting ſhort of any degrees of worth or 
happineſs attainable, and to rouze us to be- 


come deſerving and happy in the higheſt 
degrees? And ſhould any pervert this noble 


paſſion to envy, and inſtead of being ſtimu- 
lated by their uneafineſs, at the fight of ſu- 


perior worth or happineſs, to equal or at- 


tain it, hate the worth which makes them 


uncaſy, and ſtudy to deprive others of that 
good, the want of which gives them pain 
to behold it; is the Author of this excel- 
lent and uſeful paſſion, emulation, to be 
blamed ? 


Again, will not doing great good yield us 


as great ſatisfaction as we can know; and 
can men do great good without great power? 
And does not the high eſteem of which men 
are naturally and juſtly deſirous, and which 


is paid to great goodneſs in conjunction with 


great 


f 
4s 
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great power, ſtrongly excite perſons to de- 
ſire power for the ſake of doing g good, and 
to employ an extenſive power in being ex- 
tenſively beneficial? Is not then a love of 
power, or a deſire by improving our abili- 
ties, knowledge, credit, fortune, and the 
like, to inlarge our power of doing good, a 
right paſſion? Is not this ambition, where 
it is warm, uſually joined with conſiderable 
natural talents; while weak and narrow 
minds feel little of it? And is not eſtab- 
liſhing a great and good character by bene- 
fiting numbers, the reaſon and end, for 
which natural benevolence, and the high 
ſatisfaction of indulging it, the honour uſu- 
ally attending this exerciſe of power, and 
even a prudent ſelf-love, would prompt 
men to ſeek and to employ it? Is our 
Maker then deficient in kindneſs, who hath 
given us ſo uſeful a paſſion, becauſe ſome 
perſons perverſely defire power for the ſake 
of doing miſchief, and when they have ac- 
| quired it, do themſelves and others great 
miſchief ? 


To inſtance but one paſſion more, al- 
though I am pertuaded every natural paſ- 


fron, 
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fron *, when fairly examined, will be found 


of a beneficial nature and tendency. Does 
not the improvement and happineſs of man 


greatly depend on cultrvating his rational 


powers, and Freely purſuing the dictates of 


his reaſon? Is not a deſire of being left to 


do this, exempt from controul by the unrea- 
ſonable humours and paſſions of others, a 
right defire? Is not great miſchief done, 


when humour, folly, pride and other blind 


paſſions, over-rule the underſtanding and 


choice of the rational and virtuous, and hin- 


der their purſuit f their proper good and 


improvement in the beſt ways? Is not 


then the love of liberty, as far as it is na- 
tural, an uſeful paſſion? Or can any have 


a right to cenſure either the wiſdom, or 
goodneſs of our Maker, on account of the 


miſchiefs which the proud and tyrannical 


bring on themſelves by their oppoſition to 


this natural deſire? Or becauſe others have 
perverted 2 defire to live according to rea- 
ſon, and to purſue by the moſt direct ways 
their proper happineſs, into a deſite of being 
ſuffered to become laves to an unreaſonable 


* See this proved with regard to ſeveral paſſions in 


Sermon IV. 
_ paſſion 
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paſſion of their own, and of gratifying it 
without reſtraint, even to the great hurt of 
themſelves and others? Tis natural for ra- 
tional beings to judge it moſt deſirable to 
follow reaſon, and to ſeek their proper hap- 
pineſs according to its directions; tis there- 
fore evidently a right paſſion, which excites 
impatience of unreaſonable controul, and a 
zeal for liberty to practiſe, what they ap- 
prove as beſt. No man thinks his liberty 
controuled by reaſon, perſuaſion and con- 
viction. Let perſons in power therefore 
treat their ſubjects as rational creatures, not 
as brutes, and no inconveniencies will ariſe 
from u ove of liberty, but very great advan- 
tages; for it will excite men to cultivate 
their reaſon, and to indulge and improve 
their ſeveral geniuſes. 


| 


Thus it appears, from a fair view of the 
natures and tendencies of the chief affec- 
tions and paſſions of the human frame, 
which when miſguided or ungoverned, prove 
occaſions of a great deal cf vice and miſery, 
that the goodneſs of our Maker, who plant- 
ed them in us, cannot with reaſon be im- 
peached; ſince had we been without theſe, 

5 WE 


we could not have ſo well attained the 
proper happineſs of ſuch beings as we are. 
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And if they prove the occaſions of ſin, 
when originally fitted to be excitements 
to virtue, and means of improving it, they 
who thus pervert a conſtitution naturally 


good, are alone to be blamed. Or can im- 
partial perſons think this oppoſite way of 
talking and deciding more rational? That 


the Creator, if he would have approved 
himſelf wiſely benevolent to mankind, ſhould 


have precluded all from the pleaſure they 
taſte in eating and drinking, becauſe other- 


wiſe ſome will prove intemperate. That he 


| ſhould have appointed marriage and the care 


of children to be unevended- with any ſen- 
fible pleaſure ; becauſe otherwiſe ſome per- 
ſons would be lewd or unjuſt. That we 
ſhould receive no pleaſure” from beauty of 


any kind, but moral, leſt ſome ſhould fool- 


iſhly and wickedly prefer the beauties and 


pleaſures: of ſenſe and imagination, | before 
the beauty of virtue. That none ſhould na- 


turally love themſelves, and be ſtrongly ex- 
cited to take care of their own welfare, left 


ſome ſhould be tempted to gratify this paſ- 
fon with the injury of others. That we 


ſhould 
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ſhould have been formed indifferent to op- 
preſſion, injuſtice and wickedneſs, and have 
felt no reſentment at the view of theſe; to 
prevent any perſon's being angry, even 
when they are not injured. That there 
ſhould have been naturally no ſatisfaction 
attending a juſt ſelf-approbation ; that men 
might not be inclined to value themſelves 
without reaſon; and no defire to recom- 
mend ourſelves to the eſteem of others, by 
excellent qualities and benevolent actions; 
leſt ſome ſhould endeavour to gain the fa- 
vourable opinion of others, by fooliſh or 
wicked actions. That men ſhould have 
been without the paſſion of ſhame, to re- 
ſtrain them from what is baſe and deſerv- 
ing infamy; leſt ſome ſhould be aſhamed 
of what is virtuous and honourable. That 
there ſhould have been no attraction in li- 
becty, leſt ſome ſhould be tempted to li- 
centiouſneſs; and nothing appear deſireable 
in a power to do great good, that none 
might ſtrive for a power of doing great 
miſchief. And that no noble emolstion 

ſhould have been felt in the human boſom; 
Teſt envy ſhould creep in, and make men 
ſelf· tormenters, and miſchievous to their 
3 neigh- 
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neighbours. Would this have been a better 
conſtitution than the preſent? What wiſe 
and conſiderate 11 can think it? 


This thes-i is 115 ident truth with re- 
2550 to all our inclinations and paſſions in 
their natural ſtate; that they were deſigned 
and fitted by the Author of nature to be 
greatly uſeful, occaſions of virtue and excite- 
ments to it, and inſtruments of happineſs. 
And where, through the intervention of 
ſome other cauſes, as the viciouſneſs of pa- 


rents, or other near anceſtors, a bad educa- 


tion, and the like, any of theſe paſſions have 
grown up in our frame, ſtronger than we 
could have wiſhed, or than is conſiſtent, 
with maintaining eaſily a proper ballance be- 
tween our ſeveral affections, and the ſub- 
jection of all of them to reaſon yet even 
in this ſtate, they are proper 7200 of our 
virtue; the ſtrength of which is increaſed, 
as well as manifeſted by the due govern- 
ment of them. And reaſon, conſcience, the 
moral ſenſe and benevolent affections, with 
the other advantages which we have as mem- 
bers of ſociety, and eſpecially as Chriſtians, 
in | conjunRion. with the aids of the Divine 


Provi- 
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Providence and Spirit, which whenever they 
are wanted will be granted to all the Bong 
and "conch who deſire and will improve 
them all theſe are ſufficient to render us 

ſuperior to the mightieſt difficulties of this 
kind. Vice is in no caſe the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of our conſtitution. To ſuppoſe 
this, would be to ſuppoſe an evident contra- 
diction; ſince to be vicious, we muſt be free 
agents. We are then only vicious, when 
we chooſe and act ill, where, all circum- 
ſtances conſidered, we might have choſen 

and acted otherwiſe, 1 


That this i is the right Mien to the diff. 
culty, of making the abundance of moral 
evil appear conſiſtent with the goodneſs of 
God, may be farther inforced from its co- 
inciding with the account given of this phe- 
nomenon in revelation. Solomon mentions 
this as the reſult of his conſideration of this 
perplexing affair. * Lo this only have 1 
found, that God hath made man upright, but 
they have ſought out many inventions. And 
thus his inſpired Father encourages the ſin- 
cerely pious and virtuous, while firuggling 


* Fccleſiaſtes vii, 3 


1 with 
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with oppoſition. and temptation, in the Prac- 
tice of their duty; and mentions it as an in- 
ſtance of the goodneſs of God to men in 
thoſe circumſtances.  * Like as a father bi- 
tietb bis children, fo. the Lord pitieth them 

aobo fear him: for he knoweth, our frame, be 
remembereth that we are duſt. And as far 
as the eaſt is from the weſt, ſo far doth he re- 
move from them their tranſgreſſions. Our di- 
vine Maſter alſo mentions the frailty of our 
moral conſtitution to his diſciples, as a mo- 
tive to be watchful and exert themſelves; 
and as a reaſon for their expecting extra- 
ordinary aſſiſtances in extraordinary trials. 
Malch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation. The ſpirit indeed is willing, but 
the fleſh is weak. And to add no more, St. 

James exhorts Chriſtians, when engaged in 
difficult trials, being called to do and ſuffer 
things diſagreeable with their natural incli- 

nations and paſſions; 4 t count it all joy, 

when they fall into divers temptations. NuoëƷ. 

ing this, that the trial of faith worketh pa- 
trence ; and that patience ſhauld have its ber- 
2 ada bat they might be intire, auen 


'* Pſalm cili. "42. 13. | + Matthew xxvi. 41. 
+ "famed l 2.172 
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nothing.” That as theſe trying circumſtances [ 
required great v7 dm, for behaving. well 
amidſt them, and they wanted wiſdom, they 
ſhould aſe it of God, who in ſuch circum- 
ſtances grveth to all liberally. And that pro- 
ceeding thus, they would find theſe trials 
to be intended for their good, and iſſuing in 
it. For bleſſed is the man who endureth temp- 


tation, fince when he hath been tried, he ſhall 


receive the crown of life. Nor ſhould any 
be diſcouraged, as if God defigned by the 
difficulty of the ſtruggle between fleſh and 
blood, and reaſon aided by faith, to occa- 
ſion their fall and ruin. The contrary was 
moſt evident truth; ſince ſuch is the recti- 
| tude and goodneſs of the Divine Nature, 
that he cannot be tempted with evil, and 
therefore in the ill ſenſe of the word, tempr- 
eth no man. That is, he never permits the 
_ circumſtances of any honeſt man to be ſuch, 
as to betray him without his own inexcuſ- 
able fault into vice and ruin. . 


Having thus ſhown the creating "I be- 
ings with ſuch inclinations and paſſions as 
ours, which often prove occaſions of great 
moral evil, to be yet confiſtent with the 
Y 3 alwiſe 
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; alwiſe and unbounded benevolence of our 
Creator, reſerving for the next diſcourſe an 
examination of the other objections taken 
from the nature and circumſtances of men, 
and the conſequent prevalence of vice; I 
would now conclude with 885 Practical re- 
ection. 25 


That ſince the wiſe benevolence of our 
Creator, hath formed us capable of an ap- 
proved piety and virtue, and of thus quali- 
fying ourſelves for the crown of immortal 
life and bleſſedneſs, and ſituated us amidſt 
circumſtances, which oblige us to exert a 
watchfulneſs and reſolution, that though 
difficult, will be infinitely overpaid 
ſtead of quarrelling with our conſtitution, 
and pleading our inclinations and tempta- 
tions, as excuſes for yielding to vice, we 
ſhould cheerfully embrace, and vigorouſly 
improve the opportunity, for qualifying our- 
ſelves to receive ſo glorious a reward; hear- 
tily and conſtantly exerting our moral pow- 
ers. Let us regulate the ſenſual paſſions, 
and become pure in heart *, when we may 


thus be qualified to ſee God, and enjoy his 
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. preſence and favour to eternity. Let us mo- 


derate our anger, and become meek and 


gentle; when we may thus become meet 
to inhabit the new heavens and new earth, 
@pberein righteouſneſs, peace and love will 
duell forever. Having the hope of an eter- 
nal heaven, of perfect purity, devotion and 
felicity; Jet us cleanſe ourſelves from all fl. 
thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and. purify our ſelves, 
as God and Heaven are pure]. And thankful 
to God, that he hath put into our power, 
by the reſolution, vigilance and perſevering 


obedience of ſo ſhort a life, to become eſtab- 


| liſhed in holineſs and bleſſedneſs for eter- 
nity, Jet us be fedfaſt, immoveable, always 
| abounding in the work of the Lord; know- 


ing that our labour in the Lord will not be 
in 1 vain F. 


| 2 Corinthians vii. 1. 1 John iii. 3. 


Fr nnn xv. 58. 


Ys SERMON 


SERMON XII 


The Objection of the Abundance of 
q ik Evil farther urged and an- 
tered, 


Jaws i. 13, 14. 

Les no man ſay, when be is tempted, I am 
| tempted of God; for God cannot be tempred 

with evil, neither tempteth be any man. 


But every man is tempted, when be is 
drawn away of bis own luſt and enticed. 


IN the preceding diſcourſe, on theſe 

1 words, I began to examine the chjec- 

| tim raiſed againſt the goodneſs of our 
Maker, from abounding moral evil, and 

| ſhowed -you, that alwiſe Goodneſs would 
direct the creation of free beings, capable of 
an approved virtue and obedience, even with 
the foreſeen hazard, that many of theſe 
| would not approve themſelves, And that 
WM the 
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the various inclinations and paſſions in our 
conſtitution, which have been objected 


againſt, as occaſioning the viciouſneſs and 


miſery of numbers, are very uſe eful, and 
even neceſſary to ſuch beings as men; and 
would prove, if they were not inexcuſably 
faulty, occaſions and excitements of virtue, 
and means of their greater happineſs. 


But it is fill objedted; * if 'wo were 


* created free, and with inclinations and 


« paſſions which conſtitute us capable of 


san approved virtue, and were placed on 
our trial, might we not have been tried 


&« in circumſtances more favourable? Might 


wie not have been placed in bodies, the 
< inclinations of which, that might prove. 


c occaſions of ſin, ſhould never riſe to ſuch 
« ſtrength, as we feel our inclinations do? 


« And might not reaſon, conſcience, and 


L the nobler affections, have been formed 


4 ſtronger? But are not the greater part 


« of mankind born with conſtitutions, in 


« which the meaner inclinations and paſ- 
ſions have ſuch ſtrength, and then ſitu- 


60 ated amidſt ſo many temptations, | that 
cc « they 
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ec they ſeem almoſt irreſiſtibly drawn to 
te vice and ruin?“ 


To this we anſwer, that admitting it to 
be beſt, that the virtue of intelligent and 


free creatures ſhould be tried and approved, 


before they are eſtabliſhed in happineſs; and 


that it is moſt worthy of an infinitely wiſe 
and good God to treat us in this manner, 


that we might become qualified to enjoy 


the higheſt ſatisfactions, thoſe which ariſe 
from conſcious virtue, and the divine com- 
placency; and to receive thoſe everlaſting 


rewards, which his bounty will confer on an 


approved piety, obedience and integrity; it 


will upon the whole make no difference, 
whether the trials and temptations, to which 


by our conſtitutions and circumſtances we 
are ſubjected, be greater or leſs; provided 
God our Creator and Governor, makes an- 
 fwerable allowances for all theſe, and ac- 
cepts a leſs uniform and exalted virtue, : 
where the difficulties to be overcome were 
greater, and the moral abilities leſs——or _ 
if he otherwiſe proportion his afi/tances, and 
the future reward, to the greatneſs of the 
d ſiculties. And this we are aſſured he will 


5 do, 
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do, who is moſt wiſe and good. This 


manner of proceeding is evidently fit and 
equitable. And our Maker, who ſees the 
equity of thus treating us, and who can 


have no intereſt to biaſs him, from ſteddily 


purſuing in his government, by the beſt 


ways, the perfection and happineſs of his 
rational creation, may be depended upon, 
that he will ever do what is moſt equitable; 


yea whatever can with reaſon be expected 


from che moſt ar goodneſs. | 


Farther, the more powerful the tempta- 
tion, and the greater the ſtrength of reaſon, 
conſideration and reſolution, which is re- 
quired and exerted to overcome it; the more 
will the moral ſtrength of the ſoul be in- 
creaſed by the victory, and we ſhall thus riſe 


to higher degrees of virtue and happineſs, 


than we could otherwiſe have attained. It 
is an eſtabliſhed /aw of our conſtitution, 
founded upon the beſt reaſons; that exert. 


ing our moral powers ſhall increaſe them, 


that vigorous abs ſhall produce ſtrong ba- 


bits, and that theſe ſhall be produced in 


no other way, Were the inſtin&s and af- 
fections of the benevolent kind much 


6 ſtronge! 
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| Rronger than they are, and ſenſitive affec- 

tions and ſelfiſh inſtincts much weaker; as 
| 1 upon this ſuppoſition, either i in reſiſting and 
| overcoming temptations, or in practiſing 
I agreeably to the kind affections, we ſhall be 
influenced little by mature conſideration, 
Z and rational conviction of the excellence 
Þ i and obligation of benevolence and virtue ; 4 
| E ra we might be the inſtruments of our. 


Creator in producing more natural and ſen- 


evil; yet we ſhould attain much leſs moral 
* worth, virtue and ſtrength of mind, be 
. much lower in the ſcale of moral perfec- 
1 tion, and in the divine eſtimation; and 


| much leſs happy in ourſelves, and leſs able 
Þ for the nobleſt inſtances of a right conduct, 


e 


than We now are. 4 


r 
N a rn 


N | obſervation more evident. Suppoſe a per- 


; | | fon, i In whom the animal and ſelfiſh affec- 


tions are comparatively weak, of a temper 


YL | eaſy and indolent, and in which the bene- 
volent affections are the ſtrongeſt. Suppoſe 
bim ſituated, where he hath little commerce 
| with. the rude, angry and vicious part of 
3 man- 


ſttive good, and the cauſes of leſs natural 


An inſtance will make the juſtneſs of this 
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mankind. He may paſs years without hay. 
ing his mind ruffled with violent anger, and 
yet have very little of the virtue of meek- 
neſs, very little ſtrength of mind for bearing 
injuries, and overcoming evil with good. 
This will ſoon appear when he is brought 
to the trial, and obliged to converſe with, 


and have his intereſts dependent upon, the 


_ peeviſh, proud, violent or ſelfiſh, The or- 


der and tranquillity of his mind will be ſub- 
verted by every trifle. Whereas a perſon, 


who hath been exerciſed with ſuch trials, 
though at the expence of frequent breaches 
in his tranquillity, will be found able to be- 


have with a ſteddy gentleneſs, and a ſupe- 


rior greatneſs, amidſt injuries and provoca- 
tions. The like reaſoning will be found to 
hold good in other inſtances. For the vir- 


tubus firength of the mind is chiefly, if not 


ſolely, nouriſhed and confirmed, when we 
determine our ſelves to action after mature 


conſideration, and a rational conviction of the 


worth and obligation of ſuch a way of act- 
ing. But it is very little, if at all improved, 
when without this we ſuffer ourſelves to be 
wholly determined by inſtincts and inclina- 


tions, though they ſhould be of the benevo- 


lent 


1 3 8 0 * X 5 2 8 ct 1 
S PETER TONER j WIC PPD I TS 3s 9 
e SY J ee on 


with the Divine Gooaneſs. 3356 


lent claſs. Theſe inſtinctive affeQions de- 
. much on the temperament of the bo- 
| dy, and therefore a mind generally governed 
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8 by theſe, if you ſuppoſe it removed from 


the body, would be found weak and un- 


mediation of the body, than acting itſell, 
| | moral habit. Whereas another, who hath 
many external diſadvantages, and been oblig- 


cd often to recollect himſelf, to confider the 
| motives of virtue, and to act upon convic- 


man hath thus added continually to the 

ſtrength of his moral powers and habits, 

hath carried his improvement in a virtuous 
IF temper to a noble height, and is become 
| qualified for high inſtances of rectitude in 
„any future ſtate, and for high degrees of 
. | flf-approbation, and of the Divine compla- 
. | <*ncy, and fora large reward. 


e + k appears therefore to be an inſtance of 


to 


ready for virtuous and good actions; having 
been rather acted upon by God, through the 


and having therefore acquired but a weak 


ſtruggled againſt violent animal paſſions, and 


tion, and with a vigorous reſolution—this 


wiſe benevolence, that the Deity permits 
the ſelfiſh. inſtincts and ſenſual inclinations, 
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tobe naturally ſo ſtrong as We feel them, 
and the ce s around. us fo. many; 


dinge potwithſtanding the appatent imper- 


ion thus occaſioned in human virtue, 


. there may. really be more virtue and happi- 
_ neſs, produced in this way, than by a con- 
ſtitution, according to which, the practice 


of actions materially good and | virtuous 
would have Roo: more eaſy and n. 


2 * to 5 ; 18 aaa. « that x we are as 
« it were inevitably betrayed by our conſti- 


E tutions and circumſtances into vice and 
ruin; this is not only falſe in fact, but 


in its nature impoſſible, Tis of the ęſſence of 


ſin or wickedneſs that it be our free choice. 
And the degrees of viciouſneſs in every finful 
action are to be eſtimated, by the degrees of 
our knowledge as to what is morally. good 


or evil, and of our abilities, advantages and 
encouragements for acting right, and by our 
reſtraints from an oppoſite conduct. As far 
therefore as any perſoas were under a m- 
ral neceſſity of acting as they have done, 


their behaviour was not criminal; though 


the ſame actions would have been highly 
criminal, if committed by others, who had 
clear 
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clear apprehenſions of their duty, and pro- 
per abilities and conſiderable advantages for 


acting well. Tis therefore a ſuppoſition 
manifeſtly falſe and ſelf-contradiCtory, that 


any perſons are, in a manner without their 


own fault, betrayed by their conſtitutions _ 
and circumſtances into wickedneſs and 
ruin. For fo far as theſe determine per- 


ſons, without their own proper choice and 


concurrence, they are not faulty; and God, 


who perfectly * knows their frame and cir- 
cumſtances, will make anſwerable allowan- 


- ces to them. And ſhould he ſee fit to try 
their virtue with mighty temptations, and 


1n circumſtances very unfavourable, he will 


proportion his aids; and if they exert all 
the ſtrength of their minds in order to act 
well, will reward them the 1 more glorioully 
1 laſt T. | 


For inſtance, the Goſpel requires in Chriſ- 


tians meekneſs and forgiveneſs of injuries, as 
a neceſſary qualification for obtaining from 
God forgiveneſs of fins and eternal life; but 
the conſtitutions of fome ſtrongly diſpoſe 
s them to . and reſentment. It may 


3 


1 Plalan ar” 14 Revelations iii. 4. 
£217 _ | Lt there- 
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therefore ſeem, as if the Divine goodneſs 
to them was defective, which permitted ſo 

ſtrong a diſpoſition for anger to grow up in 
their conſtitutions, and perhaps through the 
fault of their immediate parents. But this 


oy objection will vaniſh when we conſider, that 


it was evidently proper ſome trial ſhould 
8 made of their virtue and obedience; and 
that their ſtruggling againſt.,and overcoming 
the impulſes of an angry conſtitution, 1s as 
proper a trial as any. That God, who 
| knows their conſtitution, will make equi- 
table allowances for it; and if they perſiſt 
to watch, and ſtruggle vigorouſly againſt it, 
and endeavour to bring their anger into a 
| ſettled ſubjection to reaſon and religion, 
though they cannot intirely ſubdue it, yet 
their endeavours ſhall be accepted: and 
while the ſtruggle. laſts, they ſhall be aſ- 
ſiſted by God in performing whatever is 
neceſſary to their final acceptance and re- 
ward. By this diſcipline alſo they may ac- 
quire more of the virtue of meekneſs, than 
perſons of a flegmatic conſtitution, who are 
with difficulty rouzed to anger; and may 
. 85 a great reward of their vittuous meck- 
nen, when the other, if their diſpaſſionate- 
neſs 
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7 heſs was merely the reſult of their conſtitu- 


tion, will for this be intitled to no reward. 


Mankind then by a ſincere PI and vir- 


tue, in eſtimating which all the circum- 
ſtances of their ſtate, their external or inter- 
nal advantages or diſadvantages, will be con- 


fidered——by ſuch degrees of the love of 
God and of righteouſneſs, as may in all 
equity and mercy be demanded from be- 


ings ſo ſituated; if they cheriſh and eſtab- 
liſh theſe during this ſhort life, may become 


approved of God, qualified in their tempers 
to enjoy, and by the gracious promiſes of 


God aſſured of enjoying, conſummate and 


everlaſting bleſſedneſs. How equitable this 
general condition, our doing during a ſhort 


life, what, all circumſtances and diſadvan- 


tages allowed for, we can perform, towards 
becoming eſtabliſhed in holineſs and happi- 


neſs. How immenſe the reward, and how 
immenſely benevolent the God, who pre- 


pares and confers everlaſting bleſſedneſs upon 
all, who will prepare themſelves to enjoy it! 
And if any will not thus concur with their 


Creator, in qualifying themſelves to be hap- 
PY 1s his benignity to be cenſured as defi- 


2 4 _ cient, 
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cient, for permitting them to want a bleſ- 


ſedneſs, for which they voluntarily-1 incapaci- 
tate themſelves; and to incur puniſhments 
proportioned to their demerits, and neceſ- 
ſary to ſecure the practice of virtue and 


piety, and promote the perfection and hap- 
pineſs of all the honeſt and ſincere, through- 


out te moral lem of God? 


11 1 this that ks Þ ſo difficult for 


thoughtful perſons, to vindicate the good- 


neſs of God, as Governor of mankind, that 


they erroneouſly ſuppoſe, he will require 
the ſame inſtances and degrees of piety and 
virtue from every one; and that the ſame 
actions and diſpoſitions: are equally criminal 
in all. A ſuppoſition which contradicts ex- 
preſs determinations of reaſon and revela- 
tion. Our Lord the Judge, appealing here- 
in to the reaſon of men, informs us; that 
* /o whom. much is given, of them much wil! 
be required; but that leſs will be demanded 
of them, to whom leſs is given. That the 


ſervant who knew his Lord's will; yet did 


things worthy of ftripes, ſhall be beaten with 


many en, ; Whereas be woe FOmPRrenney 


*. Luke: xii, 47. 
knew 
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due it not, and acted againſt it, ſhall be 


beaten but with few, Even * two mites given 


by a poor widow, are by him declared to be 
in the Divine eſtimation, a more acceptable 


inſtance of piety, than large offerings from 
the rich, And his Apoſtle aſſures us, that 


+ where there is a willing mind, it is ac- 


ame; according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that Ae hath not. 


To perſons therefore who duly conſider 


this it will be evident, that there is much 
more moral good in the world, and much 
Ieſ moral evil, than after the firſt view of 


mankind we are apt to imagine. The eſti- 


mate is uſually made, and the difficulty, 
ariſing from the firſt appearance of things, 


molt felt, by perſons of eminent piety and 


virtue; who having themſelves enjoyed 


great advantages, inconſiderately conclude ; 
that becauſe prevailing inſtances of appa- 
rent immorality and irreligion, would be 
highly criminal if found in them, they are 
equally criminal in the numbers chargeable 


with them. And that becauſe they them- 


ſelves are obliged, if they would obtain the 


Luke xxi, 4. 4 2 Corinthians viii. 12. 


3 Divine 
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Divine approbation, and the bleſſedneſs of 
heaven, to practiſe eminent inſtances of vir- 
tae and piety, that all others are under the 
ſame obligations, and will finally periſh if 
they fail of theſe. But this is a miſtake, 


| occaſioned by their not properly allowing 


for the widely differing circumſtances and 
abilities of the moſt; and not attending to 


that rule of equity, which our Lord hath 


eſtabliſhed. Leſs apparent degrees of virtue 
and piety in diſadvantageous circumſtances, 


may have a great deal more comparative 
merit, as ariſing from a ſtronger love and 


preference of what is morally good, than 
more conſpicuous acts done by perſons more 


favourably ſituated, It requires and proves 


more ſtrength! in a man to carry a heavy 


weight a few yards, than to walk a mile 


without any. And all things being allowed 
for, ſuch as a d e natural con- 
ſtitution, great ignorance, a bad education, 
and the like, there may remain very little 


guilt, if any; where upon the firſt view, 


there was the appearance of a great deal. 


It then God the Creator and Governor, 
makes equitable allowances for all theſe, or 
Re 1 


2 v „5 — 
. e 2 * *2 
EI a oe en 


with the Divine Goodneſs. 343 


if the internal afliſtances which he grants be 
| proportionably greater; if no action be im- 
puted unto any as their fault, but which 

they might as eaſily have forborn; and if 7 
he condemn them not for neglekting any in- 

ſtances of duty, but ſuch as they might 

have as eaſily practiſed, as was conſiſtent 
with the nature of a ſincere and approved 
then the moral evil to be found 
in the world cannot juſtly be made an ob- 
jection, either againſt the holineſs or good- 
neſs of God. For it is evidently worthy the 
Divine Goodneſs to create men free agents; 


virtue= 


and moral evil can only exiſt, when fins 


chuſe and act ill in caſes, wherein with all 
reaſonable eaſe they could have choſen and 
acted otherwiſe. And none will finally be 


excluded from everlaſting bleſſedneſs, and 


caſt into deſtruction, but they, who know- 


ingly, willingly, and obſtinately offended, 
in thoſe inſtances, wherein they knew and 
were able t to act better. 


8 ſtill aſk, © why would not 
* an infinitely wiſe and good Father, make 
all men, as perfect as he created Adam?” 
Not to anſwer, that this ſeems impoſlible, 


2 4 upon 
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8 fom ſuppoſition, that we were to deſcend g 


n him, be ſubject to infancy, childhood, 
5 the influence of fallible parents, and the 
li 


85 * anſwer, that in reality we are as 
much obliged, to the Divine Goodneſs, as if 


7 he had done . From Adam ſuppoſed ca- 
pable of yieldin g perfect obedience, a perfec- 


tion of obedience would be required, and 
from. us capable of fi mcerity alone; no more 


than fincerity is required, and will be ac- 


cepted, and finally rewarded with eternal 
life. N 


144 make the production of creatures con- 


ſiſtent with the Divine Benevolence, no more 


is required, than that their exiſtence be to 


them greatly preferable 1 to non-exiftence ; z and 


that they be favourably ſituated to attain the 
| happineſs for which their nature capacitates 


them. Their exiſtence is then a good to 
them, although they are creatures of a low- 


er order; and to produce good is an action 


worthy, of infinite Goodneſs, Were it a 
a valid objection againſt the kindneſs of the 
Creator, that larger capacities, and a more 


favourable. ſituation for attaining happineſs | 


may be. ſuppoſed, this would prove, that 
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neither Adam nor angels ſhould have been 
created; no beings, but the moſt perfect 


which infinite power and wiſdom could 
produce. If my nature qualifies me for en- 
joying a great deal of good, and I am fa- 


vourably ſituated for attaining my Proper = 
| happineſs, God by creating me hath given 
an evident inſtance of his benevolence. 5 0 
fay, © why was not I made an angel?” 
to ſay nothing; for it is a contradiction in 
terms. Or, if the objection has any mean- 
ing, it is this; that I ſhould ut have been 
created, but an angel inſtead of me. But 
if my exiſtence be really a great good "8 
me, and the Creator by making me is not 


hindered from giving exiſtence to an angel; 


and to ſuppoſe the Deity not to have created 
me, would be to ſuppoſe him to have given 
one inſtance and proof leſs of his benevo- 


lence; the objection amounts at laſt to this 
manifeſt contradiction. That the Creator, 


in order to magnify his goodneſs, to prove 
himſelf infinitely benevolent, ſhould have been 


W beneboient than he wn been, 


0 Fd, 9 Aa ek part of the happlitt of 


God $: intelligent creation ariſes from the 
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contemplation of his works, and from: ad- 


miring the infinite wiſdom conſpicuous in 
their beauties and uſes. Were all the crea- 
tures of God formed exactly ſimilar, and 
the moſt perfect conceivable, a principal 
beauty, which is the reſult of the variety of 
the divine productions, and the judicious | 
| ſubordination between the ſeveral parts of 
the univerſe, and Fn v27:0us ſenſitive beings 
and rational agen w aich inhabit theſe, 
would have born ant ag. This material 


univerſe, ſo grand, ils and replete with 
good, and the countleſs varieties of crea- 


| tures which inha bit it, and which continu- 
ally furniſh to the nobleſt minds innumer- 
able inſtances and procfs, of the wiſdom, 
power and benevolence of the Deity, muſt 
not have exiſted. And theſe exalted minds 
would have wanted one conſiderable part of 
their happineſs, which they find in con- 
templating the beauty, variety and grandeur 


in the creation, and venerating the perfec- 


tions of the infinite Creator diſplayed hercin. 


Again, the higheſt pribfuRion which a 
rational being can know, is the ſatisfac- 
tion of doing good and communicating hap- 

1 : 
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pineſs; and next to this is the pleaſure of 
admiripg and loving the benevolent, and 
being grateful to benefactors. The differ- 
ent gradations among the creatures of God, 
and their ſubordinations and dependencies, 
give infinite opportunities for enjoying theſe 
ſatisfactions. All which had been wanting, 
if theſe objectors had been gratified, and if 
all the creatures of God had been of one 
order, and the moſt perfect poſſible; and 
conſequently not capable of the divine ſatiſ- 
factions of contributing to each others hap- 
pineſs. Whereas now, arch- angels enjoy a 
divine happineſs in improving the know- - 
ledge, perfection and felicity of inferior an- 
gels, and even in being guardian ſpirits to 
mankind, Yea the moſt exalted Being in 
the univerſe next to God himſelf, tbe only 
begotten Som of God, hath raiſed his own 
| happineſs for eternity, by his condeſcending 
labours and generous affection for mankind; 
and will experience his felicity enlarging 
forever, with their advancing perfection and 
bleſſedneſs, unto which next to his Father 


he hath. principally contributed, And his 
faithful diſciples, his redeemed, by their 
contemplation, love and praiſe of their ex- 

| - alted 
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alted Ftiend, and by their triumphs in his 
dignity and bleſſedneſs, will richly augment 
their own bleſſedneſs forever. 


Finally, when we have added; that in- 
telligent beings, are formed with capacities | 


for . continual 1 Improvements, in knowledge, 


rectitude, and happineſs to eternity; and 


that they who for the beſt purpoſes are at 
= ficſt placed in a low rank, may by the 


: wilelt methods be trained for the moſt ex- 


alted degrees of perfection and felicity con- 
ceivable, and poſſeſs the nobleſt ſatisfactions 
of the higher orders of creatures, as they 


5 grow fit for them: ſuch as the ſatisfactions 
flowing from an intire love to the Deity, 
and the moſt zealous and extenſive. imita- 
tion of his benevolence, with regard to be- | 


ings 1 their inferiors ; and that thus the whole 


moral. creation of God ſhall eternally im- 
prove in perfection and felicity—We ſhall | 


then be convinced, that they who. have pre- 
tended to mend the deſigns of infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, or to imagine an order 


of. creatures, and a ſtate of things, more | 
worthy 1 theſe perfections, than God has ac- | 
tally produced, would, if their plan was | 
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purſued, infinitely leſſen the quantity of 


perfection and felicity throughout the crea 


tion of God. 


Inſtead therefore of indulging to conceit- 
ed and diſcontented imaginations, as if things 


might have been better ordered, and that 


we might have been better diſpoſed by God 


for virtue, improvement and felicity than 


we are; let us all with a warm gratitude to 


God, for his great kindneſs to us, chearfully 


and faithfully diſcharge our ſeveral duties, 


and improve our ſeveral advantages; firmly 
perſuaded, that whatever a God infinitely 

wife, powerful and good hath done is for 
the beſt. We ſhall then Veel in our own in- 


creaſing happineſs, and /ee as our proſpects of 


, the divine works and diſpenſations brighten _ 


and inlarge, to our infinite ſatisfaction the 


evidences of this moſt glorious truth bright- 


ning and inlarging to eternity; that the 
Lord is good, infinitely good, and that his 
wy endureth | forever. 


Having thus examined and anſwered the 
objections drawn from the preſent abun- 
| dance of moral evil, 1 ſhall | in the next diſ- 

courſe 


380 Moral Evil, &c. 
courſe cloſe the vindication of the Divine | 
Goodneſs, by "conſidering and anſwering 
objections drawn from the abundance of 
natural evils, and from the puniſhment: 
chreatned to the wicked after death. 
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Goodneſs drawn from the Abun- 
dance of natural Evil, and from 
the Scripture Account of future 
Puniſhments, examined and an- 
ſwered. 


HERE WS xii. 10. 


ur they verily for a few days chaſtened us 


| jections, which ſome have urged againſt the 
geoodneſs of God, on account of the moral evil 
| abounding in the world. It remains, that 

I vindicate the Divine Goodneſs with regard 


_ after their own pleaſure ; but he for our 
Profit, that we be be Fer bis 
bolingſs, 


N the two precedin g diſcourſes, I have di. 


tinctly examined and anſwered the ob- 


to the natural evils, which he hath permitted 


9 
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or appointed, and the puniſbments he. hath | 
_threatned to ſinners in a future ſtate. The 
tert read is a proper foundation for ſuch 2 
diſcourſe. In it the Apoſtle recommend; 
ſubmiſſion to God amidſt preſent evils and 
afflictions, from the conſideration of the 
ſubmiſſion we yielded to our earthly pa- 
rents, when they corrected us. Although 
their prudence and kindneſs were mixed 
with imperfections, yet as they intended 
our good when they chaſtiſed us, it was 
reaſonable to be ſubmiſſive; how much 
more reaſonable then is it, to acquieſce i in 
the corrections diſpenſed by the Father 
our ſpirits, whoſe eſſential benignity cer- 
 tainly deſigns our benefit in thoſe afflictions 
which he appoints; and whoſe infallible 
wiſdom will certainly chuſe the beſt means 
for advancing cur profit, our improvement 
in piety and holineſs, and our happineſs in 
eternity. 


2 


The text offers to our thoughts 70 im- 
portant conſiderations, in vindication of the 
Divine Benevolence; as permitting that 
variety. of natural tte of which men ſo 
loudly complain. The one is, that they arc 
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| the beſt means of promoting our improve- 
ment in holineſs, and thus our final perfec- 


tion and felicity. The Father of our ſpirits, 


whoſe wiſdom cannot err, by theſe chaſten- 


ings intends our profit; ; and the uneaſineſs 


which they occaſion is of a bort continu- 
ance for a. few days, whereas the bleſſedneſs 
for which they prepare us, by making us 
; 3 of the divine bolineſs, is evethuſt- 
ing. I ſhall have regard to both theſe rea- 
ſons, in the following vindication of the 
n bn againſt the 


II. Great objeftion, WARN hath boon! ur- 
ged as inconſiſtent with it; 
taken from the abundance of natural evil. 
And as to the evils which ſometimes c/o 


and which is 


out of the frame of the material world, 


but juſtice to the Creator to make this py 


nerul obſervation; that none of theſe are 
the proper reſult of any general eftabliſhed 
laws, originally deſigned to produce theſe 


evils, but appear to be * Hecks of the occa- 
| interfering of laws, in their prevailing 
*Hitul e and a waged benefic cial. The ge- 
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nenil eſtabliſned laws of nature ure all of the 
| beneficial kind, and each is productive of 
intiumerable benefits; infinitely prepollent 
to the few-evils,' of which they are ſome- 


times the occaſions. Such are the laws of 


artraction and gravitation, the laws by which 
the tuation and motions of the earth in re- 
gard to the ſan, and the ſucceſſion of the 
ſeaſbns are determined; the Jaws of diver- 
gency, reflection and refraction, by which 
the ſun- beams are regulated; the /aws of 
elaſticity, attraction, repulſiun, fermentation, 
and the like, on which the motions and 
qualities of the air, and of the various par- 
ticles which float in it, and the fertility of 
the earth, depend. The evident general 
tendency of all theſe laws is beneficial, and 
they conſtantly in their execution produce 
innumerable benefits. The preſervation, 
fapply and enjoyments of innumerable crea- 
tres, are the conſtant, natural and deſigned 
effects of 8 theſe laws 5 and the miſchiefs, 
which by occaſionally interfering they pro- 
duce, are few and inconfiderable in compa- 
rifon. Storms and tempeſis, the occaſional 
effects of thoſe eſtabliſhed beneficial laws, 
wy which the qualities and motions of the 
air 
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air are regulated, are not only infinitely leſs 
miſchievous, than the regular execution of 
theſe laws is beneficial, but by purifying the 
air, and keeping it healthful, immediately 
produce benefits, in number and value in- 
comparably ſupetrior, to the accidental evils 
occaſioned by them. The like may be ob- 
ſerved of earthquakes, which are efforts of 
the internal conſtitution of our globe to re- 
move occaſional obſtructions, that if they 
continued, might end in the extinEtion of 
the ſubterraneous fires, on which the due 
temperament and fertility of the earth may 
greatly depend. And to name but one in- 
ſtance more, are not plagues in conſequence 
of occaſional and irregular mixtures and fer- 
mentations in the air; the effects of laws, 
in their general tendency and execution pro- 
ductive of innumerable more benefits: even 
ſhould we omit the important moral pur- 
| poſes and advantages, to which, under the 
direction of an infinitely wiſe and good 
Providence, this and the former apparently 
Wan ny are made ſubſervient. 


Z a 


For as 4 PR general obſervation, of- 
ſered to kake- off the force of this objec: on, 
A 3: let 
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let it be remembered, that the benefits in- 
tended and produced by natural evils, as a 
moral diſcipline greatly ſalutary and i improv- 
ing, are ſuch as will abundantly vindicate 
the wiſe benevolence of the Deity, in ap- 
pointing or permitting them. Is has been 
proved to be a diſpenſation worthy the wil- 
dom and goodneſs of our Creator, that he 
bath placed rational creatures in a ſtate of 
trial; and the natural evils of pain, fichnej,, 
want, and the like, are every one of them 
proper parts of the diſcipline of ſuch a ſtate, 
as exerciſes of virtue, or correctives of vice, 
or as fit means of approving and increaſing 
virtue and piety, and thus of increaſing our 
final reward, and our happineſs to eternity; 
in compariſon of which 7hey are light, and 
but for @ moment *, This experienced in- 
fluence of afflictions, to produce an increaſe 
of moral good and improvement here, and 
of divine bleſſedneſs in eternity, demon- 
| ſtrates, that in the judgment of ſound rea- 
ſon they are not to be regarded as evils, but 
as benefits, and real effects of the prudent 
| kindneſs of our heavenly Father: and that 
therefore tne maxim adopted 10 our Apoſtle 


* 2 Corinthians iv. 17. 


is 
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is undoubtedly true, that hn the Lord 


| Ireth be choſteneth 


«ial evils may be reduced under the 
following N 


1. Of thoſe which are the bebe reſult 


of our frame as frail and mortal, and of the 
preſent conſt! tution of the world. Of this 


ſort are hunger, wearineſs,  fickneſs, want, 
and the like. As to theſe, beſides what has 
been already obſerved, particularly under the 


* law of pain, to ſhew the uſefulneſs of 


them, and the beneficial purpoſes to which 


they may be made ſubſervient ; the experi- 


ence of all ages proves, that they are a ne- 


ceſſary ballance for the ſtrong inclinations in 


our frame to ſenſual good, and well adap- 


ted to prevent Or Cure an exceſſive love tO 


preſent things, to reſtrain us from ſeeking 
our happineſs in external enjoyments, "which 
will always be attended with this diſagree- 
able mixture, and to determine us to 48 0te 
our main application to cultivating our pro- 
per ſatisfactions as rational and immortal 


5 See Sermon V. 


| A a 3 | | beings; 
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beings; ; the ſatisfactions which ariſe from 
pious and virtuous diſpoſitions, from the 
divine approbation, and from ſolid hopes of 
the heavenly bleſſedneſs. Who of the chil- 
dren of Adam could bear continued health, 
vigour, affluence and ſucceſs, without N 
ing ſenſual, worldly, forgetful of God, 
ſolent to men, and negligent of the more 
valuable, but leſs affecting pleaſures of know- 
ledge, rectitude, goodneſs and devotion? If 
therefore the pains and inconveniencies of 
this tranſitory ſtate, are ſo well adapted for 
preventing our final ruin; and by fixing ovr 
views more ſeriouſly and conſtantly on hea- 
ven, to work out for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory; have we 
not reaſon to acknowledge, that all the judg- | 
ments of the Lord are right, and that in very 
faithfulneſs and kindneſs be afflits us sx. 


Again, does not pain, when we bear it 
with Jubmiſfan to God, or when in oppoſi- 
tion to it we ſteddily adhere to our duty, 
beighten our virtue and piety? Do not alſo 
the pains ſuffered by others, exerciſe and 
Improve us in compaſſion, | benevolence and 


# Palm cxix. 71. 5, 33 
charity © 
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charity? And do not theſe virtuous im- 


provements enlarge our intereſt in the fa- 
vour of God, and in the bleſſedneſs of im- 


mortality? Though the diſcipline then be 
not for the preſent joyous, but grievous, yet if 


we diſcern and experience it to be the means 
of obtaining a good ſo much ſuperior, we 
can no longer judge it to be an evil; but 


muſt eſteem it to be, what it really is, in 

the deſign of an alwiſe God, a valuable good. 
In this way E/bu, one of the moſt antrent 
pbileſophers, accounts for afflictions, in his 
diſpute with Job *; even when they fall 


Heavily upon perſons in the main upright 


and religious; repreſenting them as means 
of amendment, or of higher improvements. 


If they be bound in fetters, and be holden in 


Cords of affiierion ; then be ſhoweth them their 

work, and their tranfereſſin ons. thot they. heve 
exceeded. He epeneth their ear to di iſeipline, 
and .commanaeth: that they return from ini- 
quity. If they. obey, ang ſerwe him, they ſhall 
new Air days in proſperity. 


325 e {a of ſenſible evils are the 
natural effects of our own Jollies and vices : 

© job xxxvi. 8. 
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ſuch are the diſeaſes cauſed by lewdneſs and | 
intemperance, the diſtreſſes occaſioned by idle- 
neſs, . prodigality, or  ungoverned fancy; and 
the uncafineſs created by unreaſonable defires, 
pride, covetouſneſs, and the like inordinate 
paſtions. The appointment of theſe con- 
sequences is an evident inſtance of the good- 
neſs, as well as righteouſneſs of God; for 
they ae fitted to cure theſe vices, and to 
bring perſons to repentance and a ſound 
ind. And thus they will prove of infinite 
advantage to them, as probationers for an 
everlaſting ſtate of happineſs, which they 
can only obtain, or become qualified to en- 


Joy, by an eſtabliſhed rectitude and piety of 
_ diſpoſition. Or, | 


37 The evils of hich men complain, are 
the produce of the ungoverned inclinations 
and paſſions of others. And do not theſe 
read us very inſtructive and convincing leſ- 
ſons, of the odious nature of all theſe vices 
Do they not Supply us with proper occa- 
ſions, for exerciſing the ſeveral virtues of 
meekneſs, humility, compaſſion, long ſuf- 
fering and forgiveneſs; and for eie 
a firm piety and integrity, by adhering to 

our 
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our duty, againſt all the force of inclina= _ 
tion, example, perſecution, and the like? 
* And if we improve theſe occaſions, as we 
may, and as God intends, may they not 

thus turn out great bleffings? For as to all 

the ſevils of this ſort of which we complain, 
this will be found true; that every degree 
of virtue and piety to which they give occa- 
ſion, and in which they exerciſe and im- 
prove us, will be productire of immortal 
fruits of glory and blefſedneſs in heaven, 
And every vice thus corrected, would other- 

| wiſe have had as proportionably bad an in- 
fluence on our final ſtate. It is therefore a 
certain truth, that the permiſſion of theſe is 
alſo an inſtance of the wiſe benevolence of 
a governing God. St. James therefore with 
regard to the evils, which other men bring 
upon us, directs us to & count it all joy when 
we fall into divers temptations ; knowing this, 
that the trial of our faith worketh patience. 
And he pronounces him bleſſed who endureth 
temptation ; ſince when he hath been tried, he 


| ſhall receive the crown of life, which God hath 
Fn 70 them that love Þt n. 


| * Mathew v. 10. 
alſo I Peter | i, 2 


$ James i. 2, 12. See 


Finally, 
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F inally, as to thoſe exten/ive . 
which are ſometimes brought upon nations 


by the more immediate hand of God, ſuch 4 


as famine, peſtilence, earthquakes, and the 
like; we are aſſured by divine revelation, 


* that theſe are intended to rouze a thought. 


leſs and corrupt age æc ſerious conſideration 

and thus to check prevailing vice and irreli 
gion, to reclaim the vicious, and to improve 
the well-diſpoſed. As ſuch judgments are 
fitted to anſwer theſe beneficial purpoſes, 


the more extenſive they are, and by conſe- 


quence the more abundant fruits of refor- 
mation, and of improving virtue and piety 
they are adapted to produce, and actually 
produce ; the ſtronger proofs and inſtances 
they are of the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
great Governor. For let it be conſidered, 
that the impiety, licenciouſneſs and vio- 
lence, which too frequently ſhoot up, and 
flouriſh among a people, who have enjoyed 
long proſperity, are in reality the greateſt 
evils, that can preyail among beings made 
for immortality ; and who, if they are hap- 


py forever, muſt become qualified for it | 
by piety, righteouſneſs, mercy and temper- 
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| ance." And that the heavieſt temporal evils 
which can be inflicted, with a deſign and- 

efficacy for reſtraining or removing theſe, 
are light and inconfiderable, in compariſon 

of the much more malignant, extenſive and 
llaſting evils, Which they prevent or miti- 
aàate; and are even overballanced by the pre- 


| ſent beneficial effects and conſequences of 


ene virtue and religion. 


It is alſo but ;aflice to Divins Providence, 


if we obſerve, that whenever theſe judg- c 
ments are inflicted, there are evidently vices 


and impiety enough prevailing among the 


ſufferers, to juſtify the ſevere diſcipline. And 


that theſe judgments are really * e, and 


of ſmall extent, in compariſon of the more. 
numerous and extenſive ſcenes of abounding 
tranſgreſſions, which the hiſtory of mankind 
will furniſh. That as they are well adap- 
ted, and generally effectual, for awakening 
a careleſs and vicious age to a ſenſe of reli- 


gion, a dread of the Divine diſpleaſure, and 


a regard to a future ſtate; and to teach 
them moderation, Ny, compaſſion, and 


* Sec Sermon V, 
the 
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the like virtues: 1 the pteſent good effects of 
theſe virtues will (as was juſt obſerved) 


prove greatly præpollent to the natural evi, 


which will alſo be infinitely overballanced 
by the never-ending felichy of numbers, 
who by this diſcipline have been reclaimed 


from vice and ruin, or excited to bigher at. | 


tainments in virtue and Ta: 


| "Vinith then which are inflicted 
much ſeldomer than deſerved, and which 
are much lighter than the guilt, and less 
extenſive than the crimes, which made 
them become neceffary ; which are intended 
5 and adapted to prevent more dreadful evils, 
and to produce a greatly ſuperior good, and 


which often produce a good infinitely præ- 


pollent, to be unfolded in the ſtate of retri- 
bution— ſuch puniſhments, inſtead of being 
ſolid objections againſt the goodneſs of the 


Deity, are inſtances and roofs of it, to 
| thoſe who conſider God as the Governor of 


rational and immortal beings, on their trial 
for an eternity of dat and felicity. 


This leads our thoughts to the 


Ul. And 
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III. And laſt objection urged againſt the 


} | Divine Goodneſs, and taken from the degree 
: and duration of the puniſhments threatned to, 
z | the incurably wicked 1 in a future ſtate. IR 


i 


In anf ver to this we Jave the following 


3 conſiderations to propoſe, which will prove 
the puniſhments really threatued by. God, 


” certainly to be inflicted, not de con- 


The frat PO an of RY ds incu 


T rable wickedneſs, is evidently neceſſary, to 
2 preſerve. a reverence of the divine laws, and 


the general practice of virtue and piety in 
the moral creation. And expreſs threatnings 


of this puniſhment, have a powerful influ- 
ence to guard the virtuous againſt ſliding into 


vicious courſes, to reſtrain tranſgreſſors, and 
reclaim thoſe among them who are capa- 


ble of being recovered. Theſe natural ef- 


fects of this part of the divine government, 


are ſo extenſively and laſtingly beneficial, as 
will abundantly juſtify the infliction of de- 
ſerved puniſhments on the incurably wicked. 
The more expreſs and terrible the threat- 
nings are of ſuch puniſhments, the clearer 


4 the 
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; keen Gd een hat he may not be 


obliged to es; ; and warn men that they 
may a¹ impending rum. And ſuch ex- 
preſs and awful denunciations are amongſt 
the moſt effectual means, of preventing the 


perdition of all, who are not 1 


wicked. 


by puter, to remove the formidable objec- 
tion taken. from the ſuppoſed infinite degree 


and uurution of the puniſhments denounced 
in Scripture, which are thought utterly in- 


conſiſtent with juſtice, and much more with 


infinite gobdneſi and everlaſting merty ; let it 
de conſidered that the ſame Scriptures, 


which denounce in ſo formidable a manner 
the wrath of God, againſt all ungodlineſs and 
anrighteouſneſs of men, aſſure us; that when 


the puniſhments of the laſt day are inflicted, 


God the ſupream Judge will treat offenders, 


not only according to the rules of rigbteou/- 


neſs, but perfect equity. * As a proof of this 
he hath conſtituted his own Son the imme- 
diate judge of mankind; and of his abi- 


lity and inclination to make all the kind and 


* AQs xviie 31. 
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| equitable llawances, which the cafes of 


* frail men require, we cannot reaſonably 


doubt, ſince he left heaven for their eternal 


fſalvation, and aſſumed mortal fleſh, that 
| #/being in all things tempted like us they are, 
he might know, and be diſpoſed to make 
them all the merciful allowances they need. 
Who accordingly wept I over the city of his 


murderers, when he foretold their deſtruc- 


_ inſulting erucifiers, ſaying, F Father forgive 
who gave bimſelf to death, even the death 
of the croſs, that he might open a way for 
all to a glorious reſurrection, and an im- 
| mortality of bleſſedneſs. We may therefore 
de aſſured that this Fe ſus, who experimen- 
| fally knows our frame, will in judgment re- 
member thut we are dub, and not be "Jv . 
10 rd 5 n 5 


tion; and on the croſs interceded for his 


1744 
501 


erb to this feaddnüth from the b 
racter of the Judge, theſe ſame Scriptures 
affure'ns; that God by his Son will judge 


the world in . Sarde er oh and ar Wife 


* Hebrews i Is 17 ji 15. 
41. Luke xxiii. 34. 


1 ww xix. | 


they 
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they * who knew their Lord's ill, but dil 3 


it not, ſhall be puniſhed with many ſtripes, 


they who comparatively knew it not, ſhall le 1 
beuten with few, That of them to whom! 


much bad been given, much will be required 


and conſequently 4% be accepted from them 


to whom little had been committed. From 
ſuch expreſs declarations therefore made in 
the name of God, we may be aſſured, tha 
although the puniſhments which he hy 
threatned, and will inflict on the impeni- 
tent, be great and terrible, yet they will be 
for degree and duration no greater than ate 
_ conſiſtent with perfect equity and goodneſs, 


Should it be ſtill urged, that the Scr:p- 
ture threatnings ſeem to import no leſs, than 
intolerable and everlaſting miſery; a puniſh- 
ment which in degree ſeems infinitely dis 
proportioned to the guilt of frail and fhort- 


Iroed ſinners, and therefore cannot be re- 


conciled either with the juſtice or goodneß 
of the Deity; it may be replied: That the 

phraſes which we tranſlate forever, everlaſt- 
ing, and the like, and which are employed 
* the ſacred writers to deſcribe the dura- 


* Luke xii. 47. 


tion 
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tion, n of che final puniſhments. of the impe- 
nitently wicked, do properly ſignify a ſtate, - 
2 laſts as hos as the.being or beings,who 
are the ſubjeas of it; whether this ſtate be 
ol a longer or ſborter duration. Thus theſe 
| phraſes fignify, when applied to the ſervant 
whoſe ear was bored, and who.is tiled, a 


* ſeroant forever * ; becauſe a ſervant as. long 


as he lived, The 1 is evidently the ſenſe 
of the phraſe, when David vows; I wilt 


dwell i in the bouſe of the Lord forever; that 
is as long as 1 live. T This is evidently tlie 
meaning of the term everlaſting $ when 
applied to the mountains, Which are ſo call- 


ed, becauſe they will laſt as long as the earth, 
of which they are a part; though they will 


; be finally deſtroyed with it. The like in- 
E terpretation theſe phraſes evidently require, 
8 when applied to the duration of the orai- 
6881 of Moſes, which yet were to be abo- 


liſhed |; and of the fires | which deſtroyed 
| and Gemorrah, and Idumæa +, which 
are filed everlaſting, and the ſmoke of them 
deſcribed | as aſcending forever and eve ; 


8 

Doe Viadus xxl. 6. 1 Pfalm xxiii, 5. 5 
e iii. 6. Ian ii. 6. Exodus xii. 
14. Jude yer. 7. Llaiah xxxiv. 10. 


359 . B b | | though D 


370 Natural Evil confiſtent 


though they have been long ſince extin- 
guiſhed; becaufe they did not end but with 
the utter ruin of the people and countries, 


Theſe expreſſions therefore leave the dura- 
tion of future puniſhments, 20 be determined 
by the wiſdom, righteouſneſs and goodneſs of 
God, until they ſhall be compleated in the 


everlaſting deſtruftion of the wicked, by him 


who is able to deſiroy both body and ſoul in 
Hell. They cannot therefore be made to 
ſignify any degrees or duration of puniſh- 
ment, which are inconſiſtent with theſe per- 
fections: and this is a ſufficient anſwer to 


objections drawn from Scripture threatning 


* the goodneſs of God. 


Farther, to filence this objection let it be 
remembered, that the condition of ſinners in 
the final ſtate, is in a great meaſure con- 
cealed from us, who are 7o walk by faith, 
not by fight. - That all we know diſtinctiy 
and certainly, and indeed all we are con- 
cerned to know, amounts to this, that eſtab- 
liſhed habits of »iety and virtue will be found 
abſolute!) y neceſſary, on our ann the next 
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| ſtate, 
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Rate, to our becoming eternally bleſſed in 


it * that if in this life we neglect to cul- 


ingratitude and guilt— 
terpretations of the general and figurative 


expreſſions, which deſcribe the final puniſh- 
ments of the incurably wicked, we are juſ- 
- tified by repeated declarations of Scripture, 
in rejecting any ſenſe, manifeſtly inconſiſt- 
ent with the righteouſneſs and goodneſs of 

| our great Governor and Judge. We need 
not therefore curiouſly and peremptorily de- 
termine their meaning, which tis ſcarce 
FT poſſible to do with certainty, in our preſent 
| ipnorance of the exact nature of the future 
| ſtate, and amidſt the latitude of ſuch figu- 
rative expreſſions. 


It would indeed be as preſumptuous and 
| unreaſonable, as it is unneceſſary, to deter- 
mine their exact and full meaning; ſince 
| | without this we may be ſufficiently aſcer- 
| | tained, a8 to whatever is important for us 


* 1 Luke xvi. 26, 


B b .2 to 


tivate theſe diſpoſitions, we muſt in the next 
utterly deſpair of everlaſting life and feli- 
city, and ſuffer puniſhments great as our 
And that in our in- 


372 Natural Evil conſiſtent 
to know. That * the Judge of all the earth 
will do what is right, and decide the ſtates | ® 
of all men with conſummate equity and) 
goodneſs— that no puniſhments will be | 
inflicted on the wicked, but ſuch as have 
been fully deſerved——and that remedile|; 
deſtruction will be the portion of all, who 
now caſt off the fear, and neglect to culti- 
vate the love of God, and the practice of 
virtue and piety; who will be forever ex- 
cluded from that heaven of everlaſting fe- 
: licity, for the enjoyment of which their 
vices have diſqualified them. 


BF N I - 5 1 L " EY 2 f oe 


If any Rill aſk, how can it be conſiſtent 
with the boundleſs benevolence of the great 
Father of ſpirits, that he ſhould produce 
creatures, as to whom he certainly foreknexw, 
that by their diſobedience they would plung! 
bemſelves into ſo great a miſery ? What 
| benevolent purpoſes can be anſwered by the 
creation of beings, as to whom it is foreſeen 
that they will become ſo wretched? We 
can anſwer, that ſuppoſing it to be poſi 
for God certainly to fereknow all the fre | 
and by confequence ancertain actions of 
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his free creatures ; and that therefore he 


does foreknow them: yet the creation of 


rational agents, as to whom he foreſees that 
they will abuſe their liberty and become 
wretched, is no more repugnant to his eſſen- 
tial benevolence, than it would have been, 
ſuppoſing the event not to be foreſeen, to 
have created ſuch beings, and leaving them 
to their free choice, to puniſh them accord- 
ing to their deſerts, if they abuſed their li- 
berty. On the „et ſuppoſition their fore- 


fen ingratitude and guilt as properly prevent 


their being objects of the Divine Goodneſs; 


as on the latter ſuppoſition their actual wick- 


edneſs deſtroys their claim to it. 


Should it be farther enquired, what pur- 
poles worthy the moſt benevolent of Beings 


can the production of ſuch creatures ſerve? 


We reply, that ſteddily to cultivate virtue 
and piety, amidſt numerous contrary ex- 
amples, and in oppoſition to the perſua- 
tions and threatnings of the vicious, greatly 
heightens the worth, and raiſes the moral 
improvement of the righteous; and every 
riling degree of virtue and piety will, 
throogh the immenſe bounty of our great 


B * 3 Gover- 
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Governor, be productive in eternity of even 
an infinite quantity of good. And therefore 
the miſery which the wicked will ſuffer, 


and which will not in any inſtance exceed 


their deſerts, will be infinitely overballanced 


by thoſe additional meaſures of everlaſting 


bleſſedneſs, which ſhall be poſſeſt by all the 


pious and virtuous in eternity, in conſe- 


quence of the preſent mixed ſtate of things. 


An infinitely wiſe and benevolent Creator 


may therefore permit a leſs evil, which he 
thus overrules, and makes the occaſion and 
means of an infinitely greater good, 


Not to add, that this mixed ſtate of vir- 


tue and vice gives innumerable opportuni- 


ties for diſplaying the wiſdom, lenity and 


long - ſuffering of God, as well towards thoſe 


who are trained to virtue and piety, as to- 
wards thoſe who become incorrigible ; the 
contemplation of which, in their infinitely 


various inſtances and effects, and being ſu- 


tably affected by them, will greatly inhance 


the joys of the bleſſed, and furniſh noble 
ſubjects of converſation, praiſe and devotion 


to eternity. And that the angels by their con- 
deſcending kindnels, and numerous friendly 
offices, 
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offices, even to them who finally periſh, 


will be qualified for receiving from their 


gracious Sovereign large portions. of bleſſed- 
neſs forever. 


This hs be ſufficient as a direct anſwer 
to the objections, which have been urged 


againſt the Divine Goodneſs, I would add 
0 general remark or two, and finiſh this 


part of the ſubjeck. 


+ The readily allowed _ thoſe who rea- 
ſon juſtly, that difficulties, which are evi- 
dently the offspring of our ignorance, are 
not to be admitted as valid objections, againſt 
truths plainly demonſirated. Reaſon you have 
ſeen clearly demonſirates that God is igfi- 
nitely goed. Revelation expreſsly afjerts the 


ſame truth; and the works of God, where- 
ever we underſtand their nature, and the 
whole intention of their Author, ſupply us 
alſo with numberleſs proofs of his boundleſs 
wiſdom and benevolence. And that the 
objections oppoſed to this evidence, and 
founded on God's preſent treatment of mo- 
ral agents, are the offspring of ignorance, 


may be thus ſhown, Our globe hath a cer- 
| tain 
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tain phyſical relation to the other planetary 
bord, which roul round the ſun, to which 


the Divine Wiſdom had a regard in deter- 
mining the magnitude and ſituation of the 


earth. It is therefore highly probable, that 


the moral fate of our world may have ſome 
connection with, or reference to the moral. 


ſtate of the planetary worlds; though this 


be at preſent utterly unknown to us. If 


all the rational inhabitants then of the ſolar 


ſyſtem form one moral while, one great fa- 
mily in the heavens and on earth, there may 


be important reaſons worthy the beſt of 


Beings, which determine him to appoint us 
to be born into a ſtate of great moral Wweak- 


neſs, and amidſt numerous natural evils; and 
yet of theſe reaſons we can at at preſent form 


no apprehenſions. 


It is farther certain from ee that | 
we have * important connections with the 


world of angel, who are miniftring ſpirits 
to us on our probation; yet the e of this 
connection is beyond our preſent view. 
There may therefore be very good reaſons 
for God's appointing the imperfections of 


* tlebrews j. 14. 
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the preſent tate, founded on the relation 
wherein we ſtand to the world of angels, 
of which we cannot now form juſt concep- 

| tions: and allowance being made for theſe, 
| ; it will be apparent, that our objections may 

' have no better foundation than our igno- ; 
by. rance. 


In our preſent ſtate of ignorance, wherein 
* we ſee ſo ſmall a part of the works and 
| counſels of God, know ſo little of the real 
characters of others, or of what is truly 
good or evil to them, or to ourſelves ; and 
are ſo uncertain as to the preciſe nature and 
degrees of future puniſhments, there will be 
the appearance of difficulties, even though 
all be really adminiſtred with conſummate 
|. wiſdom and goodneſs. And can difficulties, 
Which manifeſtly derive their exiſtence and 
formidable appearance from our ignorance, 
be admitted by judicious and impartial en- 
quirers, as valid objections againſt their hear- 
tily believing truths, of which they have 
\ clear proofs, and innumerable inſtances in 
| their own frame, and in the frame of the 
| world and creatures around them; viz. the 


Wan 
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boundleſs wiſdom and benevolence of the 


. Deny? 


1.1 it can be proved, that thoſe preſent ap 

| pearances, which give riſe to theſe objec- 
tions, may be reconciled with theſe perfec- 
tions of the Deity, and the anſwers before 
given will at leaſt prove this, we are no far- 
ther concerned. For we may then, from 
the demonſtrative proofs of the boundleſs; 
wiſdom and benevolence of almighty God, 
with certainty conclude, that they will be 


reconciled with theſe perfections; and that 


all the divine diſpenſations will be full 
cleared and vindicated in the ſtate of mani. 
fe eftation * ; although we cannot now wit! 


exactneſs ſay in what manner it will be 


done. If difficulties founded in ignorance 
be allowed juſt objections againſt truths | 
clearly demonſtrated, we muſt doubt of very 
feng; and could be certain of „ 


Let us therefore . objections, aril- 
ing from obſcure and imperfect views of the 
divine adminiſtrations, adhere to this evi- 


= Romabs ii. 7 
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dent and infinitely important truth ; that 
the Lord is good, infinitely benevolent, and 
that his mercy is everlaſiing *. Let us truſt 
in the Lord and do good, and hope to the end; 
and we ſhall ſoon experience, that te Lors ll 
is good unto them who wait for him ; that 
| he will cauſe all things in this life to work „ 
together for good unto them who love him 
and that the things he hath prepared for them 1 
in the next ſtate, are far above what eye hath 1 
ſeen, or ear heard, or hath yet entered into il 
the heart & man zl TD 


8 
9 4 
c 
4 
55 
by. 
1. 
* 
* 
wy 
> 2% 
as 
% 
14 
> 
1 
99 8 
22 
wa FD 
$4 
. 
** 
7 
13 
* 
* 
1 
1 


* Pſalm : xxxvii. 9 4 Lamentations i lit, 2 5. 
Romans viii, 28. - I mod ii. 9. 
SERMON 


SERMON XIV. 


: Doctrinal Inferences Hows the Divine 
Goodneſs. . 


e Vil. 1 I. 


If ye then 1 evil, know how to give good 

gifts unto your children, how much more 

Fall your Father who is in beaven, give 
Ser * to them that aſe him. 


HUS reaſons our r Divine Maſter from 
the imperfect goodnels of earthly pa- 
rents, and the good fruits which it pro- 
duces ; and warrants his diſciples to infer, 
that with much ſurer hope they may ex- 
pect greater and better things, from the in- 
finitely ſuperior benevolence of their hea- 


venly Father; who 1s alſo the Author of all 
the kind tone. which warm the hearts 
of earthly parents, And if they, deficient 


as 
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as they are in kindneſs, cannot refuſe the 


humble applications of their children, for 


' thoſe things which are neceſſary and con- 
venient; with firm confidence may the hum- 


ble and ꝓious apply to their Father in bea- 


ven, for what they really want; whoſe 


power, whoſe treaſures, and whoſs bounty 


are infinite. In theſe words our Lord di- 
rects us to reaſon from the manifeſt truth 
of the ſupream benevolence of the Deity, 
and juſtifies us in reaſoning from it. They 
are therefore a proper introduction to the 
following diſcourſes; in which I ſhall cloſe 
the illuſtration and proof of the Divine 


Goodneſs, with ſeveral inferences doctrinal 


and practical, from this moſt delightful and 
intereſting truth, that the Creator and Lord 


of the univerſe is infinitely, unchangeably, 
= and vonnerngyy . and deneficent. 


1 ſhall begin with Fe 8 doc- 
rrinal, and conclude with others more en- 
. tirely e 


8 won lead your thoughts to ſome 


corollaries, or inferences chiefly do&@rina!, 


which we. may with juſtice draw from the 
truth 
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the Divine Goodneſs. 383 
truth before proved, that God our heavenly 


Pather, and the Father of the univerſe, is 
good, and that his goodneſs is unbounded, 


N and everlaſting. 


1. Hence we may infer, what great rea- 
ſon we have to value our religion; and that 
we can have no reaſon at all to be aſhamed 
of being thought religious, or of appearing 


to be ſuch on all proper occaſions. It is 


| the real dignity, and diſtinguiſhing perfec- 
tion of our nature, that we have faculties 

which make us capable of religion. That 
we can diſcover a being of boundleſs wiſ- 
dom, benevolence and righteouſneſs, the 
| Creator and Preſerver of us and of all things; 


that we can venerate, praiſe, love and imi- 


tate him; can rejoice in an aſſurance of be- 
ing guided, protected and ſupplied by him 
during this life, and expect everlaſting bleſ- 


ſedneſs from his immenſe benignity, when 
our time of probation ſhall be well con- 


cluded. 


Is not the world which we inhabit full of 
| the evidences of a great Firit Cauſe, of his 


alwiſe and almighty providence, and unfail- 


ing 
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ng; bounty? Muſt not that perſon. be ſtu- 
- Pigly irrational Who. does not, diſcern, and 


ber hath conſtantly preſented to his obſerva- 
tion, more proofs of the continual. preſence 
and goodneſs of God, than of the preſence 
and: affection of parent, with whom be 
hath converſed, and to whoſe care, and 
bounty the, hath been . obliged all his life? 
Is it not a foul diſgrace to. a rational being, 
to be deſtitute of a; taſte for the higheſt ra- 
tional and moral excellencies, and to be re- 


gardleſs and inſenſible of the greateſt bene- 


fits? And is it not our moſt honourable 
diſtinction from the brutes, and ought we 
not to value ourſelves upon it, and to culti- 
vate it; chat while they can only enjoy the 
effects of the divine benevolence, we can 


apprchend this glorious perfection, and ad- 
mire, and love, yea reſemble the beſt of 


Beings, in the moſt, amiable perfection of 
his nature? And in the name of reaſon, 
is there any thing to be | aſhamed of in this 
religion, in the diſcovery and belief of the 


perfectians and providence of God, and in 
a ſuitable temper and behaviour? Is it not 
a character to be gloried ind 


who ig not ſutably affected with theſe; when 


& 2; ee 
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For is not knowledge an excellence and 
are not the knowledge and contemplation 


of the ſupream perfection and goodneſs, the 


moſt excellent knowledge and ſtudy? Are 


not the truths included in the exiſtence of 


infinite, alwiſe, unchangeable, and everlaſt- 
ing Goodneſs, or deducible from it, of all 


truths the moſt noble and delightful, and 


moſt worthy our ſearch and meditation ? 


Would not the perſon, who bred in a court, 


amidſt the greateſt, wiſeſt, moſt virtuous 


and accompliſhed of the human race, was 
yet wholly unattentiye to their merit, con- 
verſation and actions, and only delighted 


with the tricks of a monkey, or the chat- 


tering of a parrot, be judged moſt ridicu- 
louſly ſtupid; and in ſpite of his human 


form, to be of a rank not more noble than 
thoſe animals, in whom alone he took de- 


light ? And is not he more ridiculouſly and 
more criminally ſtupid, who in a world 
filled with the wonders of the divine bene- 


ficence, ſurrounded with the preſence, and 


_ continually enjoying the bounties of God, is 
yet wholly unattentive to the ſupream wiſ- 
dom and benevolence, and wholly poſſeſt 


by made actions and affairs, which at beſt 


Cc > are 
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ate ab much beneath in dighity and moral 
worth the divine perfections and favours, 
as the actions of mere animals are below the 
worthieſt of the human race? Tis in rea- 
lity to be more ſtupid than the brutes; fer 
the ox knoweth bis owner, and the ug bis 
e crib *. 


Again, i is not gratitude an excellence? And 
is not the want of it towards a great bene- 


factor the mark of a vile mind? And is 


not gratitude to an infinite benefactor, a con- 
tant, warm and accepted gratitude to God, 
our honour and happineſs? Tis certainly 
good. (as the royal Poet declares) 7o Jing 
praiſes unto Ged; it is pleaſant, and praije 
becomes us k. To have free acceſs to a great 
king, to have the honour of his ear, the 
advantages of bis protection and friendſhip, 
and the command of his treaſures; is not 
| this a diſtinction, upon which the moſt 
aſpiring value themſelves, and in which 
they glory? And is not the honour at 
| leaſt equal, when we are admitted by daily 
_ devout prayers and praiſes, to pay our court 
to the almighty Sovereign of heaven and 


* Ifaiah i. t Pſalm exlvii, 1 


earth; 


earth; to preſent addreſſes for the moſt im- 
portant bleſſings, which he graciouſly hears | 
and fulfils, and are allowed to depend upon 
him for whatever is convenient during the 
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preſent life, and for compleat bleſſedneſs in 


eternity? What a .mean-ſpirited thing then 
is it for any, to be aſhamed of being reli- 
gious, or of performing the proper as of 


religion in their ſeaſon, whether in publick, 


in daily family devotion, or at their tables? 
Can there be any thing ſhameful in vener- 


ating the moſt conſummate moral excel- 
lence, ot in being grateful for the greateſt 


beets? And is it not wretchedly mean, 


to be rallied out of ſuch a temper and con- 


duct by ſtupid creatures, who have ſunk 
themſelves below the rational nature, and 
"loft a keuſe of what | is moſt amiable and 
þ ah | 


Were the God whom the chriſtian wor- 
chips, like ſome of the heathen deities, poſ- 


ſeſt by baſe paffönis and vices, or arbitrary 


and tyrannical, and delighted with the 
miſeries of his creatures, as ſome, who 
ſhould have known' better, have monftrouſly 


miſrepreſented the beſt and moſt perfect of 


CC 23 Beings, 
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Beings, we might with reaſon be aſhamed 
of believing i in ſuch a god, and of profeſſing 
a veneration for qualities, which ought to 
be the objects of averſion and abhorrence. 
But to venerate and love, gratefully to ac- 
knowledge, and humbly to depend upon an 
almighty, moſt wiſe, infinitely good and ever 
preſent God, is manifeſtly our honour and 

| happineſs, and the worthieſt employment of 
our thoughts and affections. And to be 
aſhamed of this in the company of the pro- 
fane, is to be aſhamed of our chief excel- 
lenge... We might as wiſely, if we fell 
among an herd of ſwine, be aſhamed of 
manhood, of knowing and valuing. plea- 
ſures, above thoſe of wallowing in a ſtye, 
and grunting over a full meal. Men have 

| reaſon to be aſhamed of many other depen- 
dencies and, purſuits. But if there is any 
thing honourable or amiable in human con- 
duct, it is when rational creatures, conti- 
| nually dependent, and continually indebted 
to the Divine Goodneſs, habitually, rever- 
ence, love, praiſe, truſt, and endeavour to 
pleaſe the greateſt and beſt. of Beings, .al- 
ways preſent and beneficent, and ready to 
prore, and accept their kincere | piety; and 
when 


— ———— 
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Wen according to their meaſure they imi- 

' fate him, by promoting the welfare of their 
fellow creatures, who made them all that 
they might become happy, and who is train- 
ing the grateful, righteous and beneficent, 
fora bleſſedneſs divine and everlaſting. | 


2. Have we ſuch abundant df Tap. 
plied by reaſon and revelation, of the un- 
bounded benevolence of the Deity ; let the 
belief of this fundamental truth be firmly 
eftabliſhed in our minds, govern all our reli- 
gious ſentiments, and dire our interpreta- 
tions of obſcure paſſages of Scripture. . 
there be any religious truth certain it is this, 
that God is good, ſupreamly good, that mer - 
ey is bis delight, that he could have all men 
b: *70 be Javed, and hath 10 pleaſe re in the death 


F a ſinner. Could a revelation atteſted by 
miracles teach doctrines contrary to theſe, 


we ſhould be obliged in juſtice to God and 
to truth, and by a due regard to the honour 
of the beſt*of Beings, to reject i. As: 
© therefore the” chriſtian: revelation, which has 
been abundantly confirmed by the moſt be- 
neficent miratles, concurs with our reaſon | in 


1 and expreſoly this perfec- 
. tion 


Mw — — 
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tion to God in its higheſt nl and pre- 
ſents to our view a moſt glorious diſplay of 
it in our ſalvation through Chriſt; this idea 
of God ought to prevail in all -our appre- 
henfions of him, and in all the worſhip 
which we pay him. Our addreſſes unto 
God, according to the prayer taught us by 
our divine Maſter, ſhould be directed as to 
our Father in heaven *; whoſe goodneſs as 
much exceeds the kindneſs of earthly pa- 
rents, as heaven is above the earth t, or God 

above the creature. Let this belief there- 
fore be the foundation of our religion, or 
rather the ſpirit which animates it. The 
Son of God hath taught us, that the ove 
of” God is the whole of proper religion, and 
goodneſs alone is amiable. We can only 
love God as kind and merciful; if we enter- 
tain other notions of him, we may fatter, 
but we cannot heartily elteem and love 
him. 9 


Should any therefore, from ſome mil- 
taken or miſapplied texts of Scripture, infer 
doctrines deſtructive of this divine per fec- 
. zion, We are juſtified! in immediately . 


F Matthew vi. 1—. 5 4 Plalm clit, 
| | ing 
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ing them; though we may not underſtand 
the Scriptures ſufficiently to account for 
theſe texts, and give their true interpreta- 


tion. 


Have ſome therefore endeavoured to 


prove by Scripture teſtimonies, that God 
made the greater part of mankind, with an 
original intention of making them miſer- 
able, and that by an unconditional and un- 
changeable decree he determined them to ever- 


laſting torments 


that he mocks the 


greater part of thoſe acquainted with the 


| z Goſpel, with offers of a bleſſedneſs, which 
he intends they ſhall not enjoy, and which 


it is not in their power to accept; and yet 


will make their condemnation and miſery 
the heavier for not accepting them- 
to have a pretence for condemning them to. 
everlaſting torments, he takes advantage of. 
a fin committed. by tl e firſt parents of the 
race, long before they exiſted, and to which 
they could no way concur; and imputes to 
them the Vaults of their conffitutions, though 
they are His creatures, and could not make 

themſclves. Or have they taught, that God 
dooms non-elect infants (a phraſe to Wich. 
the Scripture is a ſtranger) to endleſs 
ery, and thus puniſhes them for deſcending 
from 


Ce 4. 


- that 


1 
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from parents, from whom be himſelf ap- 
pointed that they ſhould deſcend that 
he appoints them to be born blind, and 
then damns them for not ſeeing clearly 
that he ſends their ſouls into corrupted bo- 
dies, which diſable them for doing any 
thing morally good, and yet requires them 
to become perfectly good and holy that 


be refuſes them /#fficient aſſiſtance for go- 


verning their natural inclinations, and yet 
R puniſhes them for yielding to impulſes which 
they could not reſiſt that he excludes 


the greater part of mankind from eternal 


hte, for not believing in Chriſt; of whom 


they have not heard, or to the proofs of 


whoſe divine miſſion they are ſtrangers 
and that he requires perfection from all, 
whom yet he hath made incapable of yield- 
iog even ſincere obedience: 


.ever happy by him, and with as little rea- 
ſon dooming the reſt by countleſs millions 
to everlaſting miſery, though by nature alike 


his children Have any wreſted obſcure 
| paſſa ges of Seri pture to countenance theſe, 
and ſuck like: doQrines, -which' are not 


WS. - 7 merely 


—and in ſhort, 
as ſelecting a few without any regard to 
their temper and conduct, to be made for- 
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merely inconſiſtent with infinite -Gaodnefs,: 
but with all juſtice, and with any degree of 
goodneſs, with the benevolence of a -truly. 
good man; we are juſtified in immediately 
rejecting ſuch doctrines, notwithſtanding: 
their being covered with ſome paſſages, vio⸗ 
lently torn from the Scripture: being cer- 
tain that theſe texts muſt be inen 


* 


ny nt rn INS mars ee 56. 


__ So = 


+ * - 


No divine: endes can unc defines 
which ſubvert the moral character of the 
Deity ; ſince on this alone we can rationally 
ground our faith in the revelation. If God 
could act contrary to our cleareſt notions of 
holineſs, righteouſneſs and goodneſs, in de- 
termining the far greater part of mankind 
to everlaſting miſcry, without any regard 
had to their ill deſert; what can hinder his 
deceiving thoſe whom he calls, or Who call 
themſelves bis elect; amuſing them with 
falſe hopes, and then involving them all in 
one common ruin? To act thus, would 
not be more evidently inconſiſtent with truth, 
righteouſneſs and goodneſs, than: it is to re- 
probate the greater part of mankind on ac- 
count of Adam's fins and after doing this, 
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to make them in his revealed will offers of 
his favour, joined with earneſt intreaties to 
accept it; when in his ſecret vill he hath 
peremptorily determined them from eternity 

to unavoidable miſery. Could a God of 


truth and righteouſneſs mean differently from 1 


what he /þeaks to the reprobate, why might 
he not alſo deceive the elect? And could 
he without juſt provocation delight in the 
| miſery of the one, why not of the other; 
fince there is no difference pretended to ſub- 
| fiſt between them, but what his mere plea- 
ſure makes? Theſe men therefore, while 
by their interpretations of ſome texts they 


would confine, and appropriate to chem. 


ſelves the divine kindneſs and mercy, | 
reality deſtroy all their own reaſonable ts 
of it, by ſubverting the truth and righte- 
ouſneſs of God, on which alone their dcc- 
trines could reſt, ſuppoſing them to under- 
ſtand aright the declarations of Scripture. 


As therefore with regard to the texts, | 


which ſpeak of God as having hands, cr Hes, 
or as ſubject to human weakneſſes and paj- 
7 ons, We readily interpret them in a figura- 
tive ſenſe, becauſe the literal would be re- 
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pugnant to thoſe perfections, which theſe 
ſame Scriptures often and expreſsly aſcribe 
to him: ſo were there any texts, which in 
their literal and obvious ſenſe contradicted = 
the Divine Goodneſs, with equal reaſon we 
may reje& this ſenſe of them, and adhere 
to this moſt evident and important truth, 
that our heavenly Father is eſſentially good, 
ble beſt of beings, yea /ove itſelt. 
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le is without queſtion the Author of all 
E 1 the good enjoyed by an univerſe of crea- 
| tures, which is really infinite; he is the Au- 
| thor of all the kind and tender diſpoſitions, 
| which warm their boſoms, and of the high 
| approbation of a benevolent temper natural 
to his rational offspring. And being all- 
| ſufficient and ſupreamly happy, he can have 
ꝝno conceivable inducement to make his crea- 
tutes, his children, miſerable, unleſs they 
prove obſtinately diſobedient and wicked. 
5 We might as well deny the exiſtence of 
Gad, and attempt to prove from a detached 
i paſſage in the P/a/ms, that there is no God, 
as deny his goodneſs, and attempt to prove 
from the Scripture, doctrines manifeſtly con- 
tradictory to it. And were it not as well, 
t. 5 or 
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or even better for the honour of our Crea- 
tor, and in regard to the influence of this 
faith, on human virtue, peace and happi- 
neſs; for thoſe perſons to deny his being, 
than to repreſent him to themſelves and 
others as an almighty demon, or miſchief, go- 
verned by cruel and unaccountable humour, 
and wholly uninfluenced by wiſdom and 
goodneſs? And did not the afferters of 
theſe monſtrous doctrines happily contradi& 
themſelves, their notions would be worſe in 
their effects, both 1 in —_— and the world, 
1 than nne 


e berefoe raſh and bigotted 
men would with confidence impoſe upon 
vou doctrines, contrary to theſe moſt clear 
and important truths, that God is perfectly 
righteous and infinitely good; and bear you 
down with the ſound of ſome texts, ill un- 
derſtood and worſe applied deſpiſe their 
Noiſe and confidence, and heartily and cheer- 
fully retain the truths, which reaſon and the 
works of God every where proclaim, that 
the Father of the univerſe is infinitely, un- 
mutably, and everlaſtingly benevolent, and 
which the cleareſt, moſt expreſs and re- 
18811 peated 
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be Dede Gn 397 
. declarations of his world al ſo teach, 


and his oath confirms, that our God is gacd, 


that mercy is bis delight &, and that he hath 


no pleaſure in tbe death of a ſinner T. Truths 


which his Son, who came from his boſom, 
farther confirms, by aſſuring us, his Father 
is ſo good, that comparatively ſpeaking, 


there 1 1s none good but Goa: and an, penn 90 
God is love g. on TINY 


© Hence, we may leon the folly of b irre- 


Fab and the i/dom and happineſs of being 
habitually devout. The irreligious neglect 
devotion as a tireſome ſervice, and endea- 
vour to rid themſelves of the thoughts of 
God, as of a heavy burthen. If theſe 


thoughts at any time enter, their mirth is 
at once daſhed; as the mirth of a feaſt 


would be by the appearance of a. ghoſt. 


And if by thoughtleſineſs, or by a conſtant 


hurry of buſineſs, company or pleaſure, 
they can keep out the apprehenſions of the 
Dei, they think . themſelves happy. But 


ho- monſtrouſſy fooliſh is this conduct! 
Can there Pe: in reaſon a more. ne 


n pfalm c 8. + Etekiel xvii. 3. 23. FL 


* 


Py ES 1 nenn i. o In e 
Is l 27 7 thought 


398 Doftrinal Eren from 
thought to a frail and indigent eresture, 


than that almighty and unchangeable good- 


neſs ever furrounds him? Or a more pleaſ- 
ing contemplation to a rational mind, than 
the contemplation of all-wiſe and neverfailing 


| benevolence continually exerting itſelf within 
him, and around him, in an infinite variety 


of effects? What a ſolid ſupport under the 
fear or the ſuffering of evil, the conſidera- 


tion of a wiſe and tender Parent, always 


prefent, and attentive to our welfare ; able 
and willing to remove every evil, or to make 


apparent evils conſpire 1 in ; producing to us a 


i er t ? 


| What a pleaſing exerciſe to an ingenuous 


mind, the admiration and praife of infinite 
Goodneſs, to which we have been unſpeak- 


ably" obliged, and from which we are al- 
lowed to expect conſummate and everlaſt- 
ing bleſſedneſs? Amicdſt the uncertainties 


of events, and the conſciouſneſs of the de- 
| ciency of our own wiſdom or power, either 
for chuſing or effecting what is beſt ; what 
an heart- felt ſatisfaction does it produce, to 


reſign ourſelves to the conduct of the wiſeſt 
and beſt of Fathers? Ha nn the other- 
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wiſe trifling hurry, and reſtleſs ſollicitude of 
life, what a noble joy does it yield; when 


we conſider ourſelves as capable of a con- 
duct, which God will approve ; of mani- 


feſting an acceptable gratitude to the beſt of 
Beings ; of imitating his beneficence, and of 


proſecuting under his guidance the bleſſed- 


neſs of immortality ? 1 appeal to reaſonable - 
perſons, whether better pleaſures than theſe 
can be conceived. And where then is the 
wiſdom of the man, Wy ſhuns religion as 
a burdenſame ſervice 7 1 s his folly to be 


matched? 


Tis granted, that while a perſon conti- 
nues wicked, he can form no reafonable 
hopes, from the favour of this infinitely be- 
nevolent Being, and feel no ſolid ſai) Sfaftion 
in meditating upon him. But what an ag- 
gravation is this, both of his folly aud guilt, 
that he is engaged in a courſe, in which he 
puts himſelf out of the favour of infinite 
Goodneis, and cuts off all his hopes from 
the moſt bountiful and benevolent Father? 
And that he prefers the dictates of blind 
paſſions, and of an infatuated multitude, be- 
fere the directions of unerring wiſdom and 

3 . pater- 


paternal goodneſs? Does not this view of 
the caſe manifeſt, that not only he is a foo! 
who ſays there is no God, but he alſo who 
"20:/hes there was none, or who lives as if 
there was none, referaming frager and praiſe 8 
before bim? 1 


40 


And as this Darn he « foly of We 
To the wiſdom of habitual piety. It will avail 
little towards our enjoying the ſatisfactions 
and advantages of religion, that we believe 
ourſelves to be always ſurrounded with the 
preſence of an infinitely good God, unleſs 
by daily ſerious devotion we preſent to our 
minds the goodneſs of God, and properly 
affect our hearts with his preſence, and with 
his benefits ; unleſs we deeply venerate, and 
are warmly gratefal to him. God and his 
| goodneſs are not the objects of ſenſe. Would 
wie be properly affected, and feel the joys 
which ariſe from praiſing and loving infi- 
nite Goodneſs, from a 'well founded confi- 
dence in it, and a vigorous imitation, we 
muſt by frequent retirement, and daily dewo- 
tion, ballance the counter-influence of ſen- 
| fible objects, render the thoughts of God 
familiar, and form our whole conduct un- 
der 
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* der a conviction, of the Divine philanthropy, 
a and. a regard to the Divine approbation. 


When we are delighted with the grandeur 


wal. beauty and utility of the creation, the 
light and ſplendor of the. ſun, the yerdure . 
and fertility of the fields; when we are 
pleaſed with the bounties of providence, or 

the amiable qualities and beneficent actions 
of our acquaintance; we ſhould. raiſe our 
thoughts to God, who is the Author of all 
this beauty and good, who hath formed 
mankind with their diſpoſitions to pleaſe and 
be beneficent, and given us faculties for en- 
Joying this variety of good; and who con- 


tinues them, and hath placed us in circum- 


ſtances favourable for A. large enjoyment. 


Tbe gay - bloſſoms, the verdant fields, the 


fragrant roſe, the trees bending with their 
fruits, the various well. formed and uſeful 
animals, the obliging companion, and the 


faithful and tender friend, would doubly 


pleaſe us; did We accuſtom ourſelves to con- 
tiger, all theſe, AS. effects, of the Divine phi- 


Jantht dps as emanations. from that infinite 


Jogrc: 2 Which 1 now diffoſes itſelf after a man- 


nen proper to a tate of trial, and which 


Will pe. infaitely, more, communicative, when 
5 Dd we 
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we are prepared to receive a full communi- 
cation. Would we find it good: for 2:5 7g 
praiſe the Lord, and to ſhew forth the name | 
of ithe Moſt High ; we muſt declare bis lb. 
ing kindneſs in the morning, and his faithful. 
meſs every night. And in the day, by fre- f 
quent meditations on his kind providence, 
we mult refreſh our grateful ſenſe of his 
continued benefits. | 
45 hen melia thus enters into our tem- 
pers, we ſhall enjoy a ſettled tranquillity, 
and the nobleſt delights. For what evil can 
_ terrify him, who knows himſelf to be al- 
ways encompaſſed by Almighty Goodneſs; | 
and that he is allowed to depend upon it 
for ſecurity from every evil, or for ſuch 
ſupports and afſiſtances, as will enable him 
to convert it into a good. No apprehen- 
ſions of want can reaſonably fink his ſpirits, 
who ſees the world full of the divine lar- 
geſſes, and who ſtrongly apprehends the 
bounty, which feeds the fowls of the air, 
= and cibathis the lillies *, and which cannot 
| fail to provide for creatures more valual!: 
| ; nw” thay, Can he want entertainment, 


EE” — Matthew vi. - 4,24 


| . SS * | | 3 5 who, 
i 
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who, however dull the ſcene around him, 
can riſe above it, and contemplate, praiſe 
and love infinite Goodneſs, rejoice in the 
review of numberleſs benefits already re- 
| ceived, and triumph in the near proſpect of 
a ſtate, where life and happineſs will ever 

abound, and evil and death be known no 


more? 


Did we form right conceptions of God ö 


and of his goodneſs, did we live ſo as to 


preſerve an intereſt in his favour, and then 


by daily devotion maintain a warm convic- 


tion of his preſence and benignity, no life 


would be ſo happy as oufs. But if we are 


content with a form of godlineſs, if we rarely. 


and coldly meditate on the Divine Goodneſs, 
and are inconſtant in our endeavours to pleaſe 
our heavenly Father, it cannot be ſtrange, 


if we experience little ſatisfaction in religion. 


Would you enjoy the entertainment of a 
wiſe and good acquaintance, you mult fre- 


7 quently converſe with him. And would 
you be happy in an acquaintance with God 


infinitely benevolent, you muſt frequently 
converſe | with him, by meditation, prayer 
and praiſe, Devotion muſt enter into your 

r tem- 
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tempers, and be the directer and concern of 
your lives. It will then ſupply noble ſatiſ- 


factions, and continually improve our hope 


of everlaſting bleſſedneſs and our title to it. 
We ſhall then experience, that when God 


commanded us to pray always, and 77 every 


thing to give thanks; he as much conſulted 
ur happineſs, as his own honour, and that 


his honour herein is to make us happy. 


This reflection would naturally introduce 


a variety of others intireſy practical, which 
muſt be reſerved for another difcourſe, 


SERMON 
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SERMON XV. 


FaSiel Inferences from the Good- 
neſs of God. 


Marrurw vli. 11. 


i he then being evil, know hm to give ht 
gifts unto your children; how much more 
hall your Father who is in heaven, give 
| good things to them that aſe him. 


Have choſen theſe words as an intro- 


duction to various znferences, doctrinal 


and practical; which I propoſed to make 


from the preceding illuſtration and proof of 


the Divine Goodneſs. In the former diſ- 
courſe were preſented to your thoughts ſe- 
veral dochrinal inferences; in this I would 
recommend to your conſideration ſeveral, 

which are more intirely practical. As this 


truth is the foundation of all rational reli- 


gion, and liberal piety, you will not be ſur- 
20 9: prized 
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prized if I call your attention to various in- 
tereſting and practical truths, which offer 
themſelves to the minds of thoſe, who ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the greatneſs and certainty of 


the Divine Benevolence. ; 


; 1 God good, W good . let us 


| endeavour worthily to love and praiſe him. 
That our regard and love to the Deity 


might be a virtue, and greatly rewardable 


by the ſupream Goodneſs, he hath retired 
Hehind ſecond cauſes; and attentive medita- 
tion, a diligent obſervation of the works of 
God, and ſtudy of his word, and frequent 


reviews of his benefits, are neceſſary to form 
and eſtabliſh ſutable convictions of his great 


kindneſs, warm reſentments of his benefits, 


and a grateful love, exalted and conſtant as 
his goodneſs. Though God be inviſible tc. 
ſenſe, yet reaſon and revelation aſſure us, 
that he is always preſent, and infinitely be- 
nevolent; that he is the Author of all the 
good we enjoy, ſupports our lives, and ſup- 
plies our returning wants. That he pro- 


vides continually for an univerſe of crea- 


tures, bears with the follies and vices of 


mankind, to which he is a conſtant witneſs, 


endea- 


* the Goodneſs of God. 407. 
endeavours by his providence and grace 
to train them for immortal bleſſedneſs, and 
accepts our ſincere, though very defective 
returns; having by his Son's obedience unto 
death made way for our attaining to ever- 
laſting life; and that he proſecutes the de- 
ſign, with a mercy ſuperior to our incon- 
ſtancy, ingratitude and frequent offences. 
Reaſon 9 revelation aſſure us that God is 
thus kind, and that our obligations to his 
mercy are unſpeakably great; and ſhall we 
not by daily meditations, prayers and praiſes, 
cheriſh worthy ſentiments of gratitude to 
infinite Goodneſs, ever ſurtounding us, ever 
attentive to our ſalvation, and deſigning us, 
unworthy as we are, for a felicity, which 
after millions of years of poſſeſſion, will be 
ſtill new, compleat and everlaſting ? Shall 
we not endeavour that our grateful love 
increaſe with his increaſing benefits? Can 
we | be ſatisfied when we reflect upon 
ourſelves, as always in the preſence of this 
gracious God, and under the greateſt obli- 
gations; and at the fame time void of the 
gratitude we owe him? | 
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If prevailing benignity of temper renders 


the perſon and character of a friend, a parent, 
4 magiſtrate, or a prince amiable, cauſes us 
to take part in their happineſs, to be ſtu- 
dious of their honour and intereſt, and de- 
lighted when theſe are advanced, and eſpe- 
cially when we ourſclves can advance them; 

how ſtrongly ſhould the unbounded benig- 


nity of our Creator engage theſe affections, 


who is pure and un Umitec Goodneſs, the 


Author of all the kind affections which 
others exert, and of all the good they 
beſtow ? And who, though he be infinitely 
exalted above us, and incapable of being 
profited by the children of men, concerns 


himſelf unweariedly for our welfare, bears 
with our folly and inconſtancy, forgives our 


repeated tranſgreſſions, follows us with un- 


deſerved benefits, averts deſerved evils, che- 
riſhes, accepts and immenſely rewards our 
wavering and imperfect virtue and piety; 
and with long: ſuffering, luperior to the 


tranſgreſſions of ſo many generations, pur- 
ſues the deſign of their happineſs; and who, 


although they forfeit the bounties of his pro- 
Videtce, will yet £mploy the riches of his 


grace 


" the Goodneſs of Ged. 409 
grace for their eternal falontion, if they will 
* at laſt comply with him, and by a prevail- | 
ing gratitude and honeſty of heart, qualify 
themſelves to be bleſſed forever. Certainly 


did we daily think of this God, and enter- 


* tain worthy thoughts of his deſigns and diſ- 
penſations, we muſt love him; "and Divine 
love would poſſeſs our fouls, and animate 

our whole conduct. 1 


Let us therefore every day warm our 
hearts with meditations on the Divine Good-_ 


s nels. Let us every morning and evening 
renew our ſenſe of it, tracing up every blef 


ſing we enjoy to his bounty, and acknow- 
ledge him in the numberleſs inſtances, 


which: our world ſupplies of his ever atten- 
tive providence, and inexhauſtible bounty. 


Can there be a thought equally pleaſing with 


this, that we are conſtantly ſurrounded by 
alwiſe, almighty, unchangeable and ever- 


laſting Benevolence ? Let us then often call 
upon our ou to bleſs the Lord, and all that 


7s woithin us to ſpeak well of his name *. Let 


every conſideration be recollected, which. 


may heighten our apprehenſions of the Di- 


* Pſalm ciii. 7. 
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vine love. The greatneſs and condeſcenſion 
of God, the meanneſs and unworthineſs of 


men, the countleſs number of his benefits, 
his unweariedneſs in conferring them, the 
expence at which he hath been to form us 
for bleſſedneſs, and the divine bleſſedneſs 
which he deſigns for our everlaſting portion. 

We ſhall then with grateful rapture cry out, 
I will bleſs the Lord while J live, and ſing 
the praiſes of his goodneſs while I have a be- 
ing; and eſpecially when I enter that ſlate, 
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where! ſhall more worthily eſtimate, and E 


with a juſter warmth of grateful affection 
celebrate, his infinite and everlaſting good- 
nels. 


wok Let us endeavour above all things, to 
have a ſpecial and certain intereſt in this 
Goodneſs. The favour and friendſhip of the 
wiſeſt, moſt powerful, and generous of the 
ſons of men, of the greateſt and beſt me 
ces, can avall little to our happiness, in 
compariſon with the favour of the almighty 
and all-gracious God. They can furniſh 
but a few materials of enjoyment, whereas 
the ſupream Goodneſs can give all, even 
the nobleſt objects, and faculties beſt ſuited 


0 
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to them; that health of body and right ſtate 
[of mind, which are neceflary to. the true 
reliſh and full enjoyment of good. Their 
| | kindneſs may be ſoon wearied, and their 
treaſures exhauſted; but God can never 
ceaſe to be kind, or to communicate good, 
6 while we continue proper objects of.- his 5 
kindneſs, and the whole univerſe is his, nor 
can his treaſures be drained. There are ma- 
ny evils and calamities, under which the fa- 
vour and friendſhip of the greateſt, wiſcſt 
and beſt men cannot relieve us; ; ſuch are a 
diſeaſed body, a diſtempered and guilty 
mind, and impending death. But God 
| epoundeth, and his hand maketh whole ; he re- 
= ftoreth the Soul, and leadeth in the paths of 
| righteouſneſs. The beſt human friends may 
err in their judgment of good, and their 
gifts may prove miſchievous ; but God cer- 
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„ tainly knows what is beſt, 40d can change 

| even evil into good. Death ſoon puts an 

end to their friendly power, or removes us | 

| beyond it ; but the Almighty ever lives, and | 1 
1 death, inſtead of removing the pious and TOR 
| virtuous out of the reach of his kindneſs, 10 
n | tranſports them to his immediate preſence, TRA 
4 and to the Poſſeſſion of the higheſt happi- THREW 
a | 3 neſs 
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neſs fam his favour for eternity. Finally, 

the beſt mortal friends may be often ab/ent 
in the greateſt exigencies; but God is al- 

ways near; his preſence conſtantly ſurrounds 


us, and his goodneſs is always ready to ſup- 


port, relieve and ſupply us. What then can 


be of fo great concern to us, as to have this 
infinitely beneficent 'and ever preſent God, 
our Friend? How careful ſhould we bc 


never to offend him; and how fooliſh are | 


we, whenever we ſuffer views of intereſt or 
pleaſure to ſeduce us to practiſe, what he 


7 | hath forbidden, or to neglect his favour ? 


"Nor is it difficult to know, or borealdn⸗ | 


able to practiſe what he requires, as the 
qualification for his ſpecial favour, * He 
hath ſhewed thee O man what is good; and 
zobat doth the Lord require cf thee, but to d. 


jujtly, and to lie mercy, end to walk Duiniiy 


with God. To be ſenſible to his goodneſs 


in making us rational and immortal, and 


diligently to cultivate the more excellent 


0 


part of our nature; to maintain a conſtan: 
gratitude for his conſtant kindneſs, and 
cheerful dependence on his providence and 
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the Gooanefs of God: a7 
grace, and devotedneſs to his will — with 
care to avoid whatever would render our- 
ſelves or others unhappy, to ſuppreſs every 
violent and injurious paſſion, and according 
do our abilities to be employed in doing 
good——and gradually to prepare our ſouls 
for the higheſt happineſs, by moderation in 
ſenſual pleaſures, and worldly purſuits, and 
by conſtant exerciſes of virtue and piety— 
and when we fail in any of theſe, to have 
1 recourſe to the mercy of God in Chriſt Je- 
| ſus, by an humble and ſpeedy repentance— 
| Theſe molt reaſonable diſpoſitions and ac- 
tions, eſſential to our true ſatisfaction at pre- 
ſent, our gracious God requires of us, in ofs:: 
der to our being eſtabliſhed in his favour, 
and becoming bleſſed forever. If we con- 
ſtantly and heartily endeavour to cultivate 
and practiſe theſe, he will accept us, and 
he will alſo aſſiſt us in proportion to our 
weaknels, difficult es, and temptations. And 
in this courſe we may be as certain of poſ- 
ſeſſing all the good, proper for our preſent 
ſtate of diſcipline, and of attaining compleat 
 hHappinels in eternity, as we can be of the 
|| fincerity and pr-valence of our love to God 
and goodneſs; and that the wiſeſt and beſt 
. re of 
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414 Practical Inferences from 


of Beings will make thoſe happy who love | 
and reſemble him, and whom he bath wins 1 


EY to * be 

nn Ut pate chen ſeek cher happineſs in 

<« the favour of men, in amaſſing riches, 

bor indulging to voluptuouſneſs, and com- 
* plain of difficulties, diſappointments, and 
even deceitful ſucceſs: I have before me 


*<. a ſhorter and ſurer path to the higheſt 


“ happineſs. He, to whom an infinitely 


* wife and good God is a friend, muſt be 
e happy. And God will be my friend, if 
J fear and love him, work righteouſneſs, 
«.and am benevolent and merciful. To 
& cCultivate theſe. diſpoſitions, I will then 

t direct my ſtrongeſt concern and my moſt 
* ſerious and diligent endeavours,” Al 


who do this are ſure of ſucceeding; and 


ſucceſs will never diſappoint them; for in- 
finite, almighty, and immutable Goodneſs, 


cannot fail of making thoſe who are quali- 


| fied for it, compleatly and eternally bleſſed. 
While others are diſtracted about many 
things, let us attend to this as the one thing 
 needful ; which having ſecured, we are ſe- 
_ cured of every thing that really concerns us. 


Let 
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* Let us ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and 


bis righteo»ſneſs, and the Son of God hath 


aſſured us, that his Father will then grant 


us here whatever is convenient, and crown 


all with the bleſſedneſs of his We and 


everlaſting kingdom. 


3. How chearful ſhould our hs by | 
to the Divine commands, which are the 
dictates of infinite goodneſs; and in particu- 


lar how free and chearful ſhould our devo- 


tions be. Too many look upon the Divine 
precepts as ſevere reſtraints upon liberty, and 
as mere acts of ſovereignty, obliging them 
to hard ſervices, to which it is indeed pru- 


dent to ſubmit, that they may avoid the 


neficial tendency ; and that Gotz as a wile 


322 * Matthew \ vi. 


Divine diſpleaſure and vengeance; and 

which nothing but the hope of a large re- 
ward could induce perſons to practiſe will- 
ingly. But in thinking after this manner, 
theſe perſons are unjuſt both to the laws 
and the goodneſs of God, and manifeſt groſs 
ignorance and prejudice. A fair examina- 
tion of the ſeveral duties of religion and vir- 
tue diſcovers their reaſonableneſs, and be- 
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416 Practical Inferentes from 


and kind parent, could not have excuſed us 


from living ſoberly, righteoufly and godly, 


And worthy apprehenſions, and a firm belief 


of the infinite benignity of our Creator, muſt 
; ſatisfy every one, that to obey his commands 


18 as much our intereſt as our duty. 


che pre  Wikdom be fgnorant, 
of what is beſt for the creatures which it 
hath formed; or can abſolute Goodneſs en- 


join any thing which is not for our good | 


Surely that Goodneſs which for us created 
this world, and filled it with agreeable and 


uſeful productions, cannot envy us the en- 


joyment of his gifts. If the laws of God 
then reſtrain us from any indulgences which 


promiſe pleaſure, it is becauſe he ſees, that 
theſe pleaſures would introduce greater evils, 
either to us or to others, or are inconſiſtent. 


with our enjoying ſome greater good. We 
readily ſubmit to the advice of a phyſician 
of approved judgment, and of whoſe friend- 
ſhip we are aſſured; and though we are not 
ourſelves judges of the efficacy of the mc- 
dicines preſcribed for reſtoring health, and 
though they are diſagrecable to the taſte, 
yet we readily take them, And ought we 
1 not, 
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not, with at leaſt equal readineſs, to follow | 


the preſcriptions of the Divine {kill and 


| kindneſs? And though ſome of theſe, to 
n depraved taſte and a fickly conſtitution of 


mind, may be at firſt unpleafant, yet we 


can have 10 reaſon to queſtion, whether 
our happineſs will be promoted by conform 


ing to them. 


 Taſtead therefore of coming with telucs 
tance to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, and 
to learn what God requires in them; in- 


ſtead of ſeeking evaſions from duty, and 


other ways to the favour of God beſides 


obedience to his laws, let us bleſs him, 


that he hath condeſcended to direct us ſor 
obtaining true good and everlaſting happi- 
neſs, and chearfully follow his directions. 
Does not every reaſonable child readily prac- 
tiſe, what a parent of approved wiſdom and 
affection recommends; though he does not 
immediately diſcern the advantage of all 


that is enjoined him? And is a %% ready 


obedience due to our heavenly Father? If 
ve diligently and faithfully obſerve his laws ; 
if we ſuppreſs reſolutely every contrary paſ- 


hon, and habituate ourſelves to our duty, 
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4 18 Practical Inferences from 

we ſhall ſoon experience all averſion to the 
practice, and uneaſineſs in it, wearing away, 
and that in keeping the commands of God 


there is a great reward x. And that the 
preſcribing us theſe laws was, as might be 


expected from an infinitely kind Father, an 
inſtance of his kindneſs. To 


And as a firm perſuaſion 81 the Divine 


Goodneſs ſhould make our obedience to al] 
the divine commands, of temperance, mor- 


tification to the world, meekneſs, forgive- 
neſs of injuries, a heavenly temper, and the 
like, free and cheerful, it ſhould particu- 


larly influence our devotrons. Our Lord in 


the form of prayer, which he taught his 


diſciples, directed them to addreſs God as 


their Father in heaven; and the moſt exalted 


apprehenſions of the paternal kindneſs of 


God ſhould animate our prayers and praiſes, 


This uſe David alſo makes, of the noble 


truth. I Serve the Lord with gladneſs, enter 


his gates with thankſgiving, and bleſs bis 


name; for the Lord is good, his mercy is 


| everlaſting. When we are aſſured that our 
God is love, and that be ſo loved a finjit 


„ pfalm xix. 11. + Pſalm e. 
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the Goodneſs of Ged. 419 


world, as to give his only begotten Son to 
death, that the world through him might be 
ſaved; to approach this beſt of Beings with 
the dread and rcluQtance of ſlaves, is very 
- unvecoming thoſe, whom he hath diznified 
with the title of his children. The higheſt 
\ notions of the Divine Goodneſs, which are 
conſiſtent with his wiſdom and rectitude, 


ſhould poſſeſs our minds; and every gloomy 
apprehenſion be baniſhed. In our worſhip 


of God to regard him as an arbitrary being, 
more pleated in making his creatures wret= 


ched than happy, as one whom it is doubt- 
ful whether we ſhall ever be able to pleaſe, 


and who after our beſt endeavours may de- 


light in making us miſerable, 1s very unjuſt 
to the boundleſs benignity of his nature, 
manifeſted in all his works, and N 


B in the Goſpel revelation, 


When therefore we pray to God, with 


> humiliation and ſincerity, we ſhould firmly 
believe, that * the tenderneſs of the moſt 
affectionate parent is cold, in compariſon of 
his compaſſionate tenderneſs to his creatures, 
dis children. That if we honeſtly endea- 


7 J]fajah xlix, 15. Jeremiah xxxi. 20. 
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4209 Pradlical Inferences from 
vour to qualify ourſelves for his favour, we 
ſhall certainly. be happy in it. And that we 
Can only make him our enemy by being 
enemies to ourſelves, and perſiſting in cour- 
ſes manifeſtly deſtructive to our happineſs 
and perfection. Were we but thus juſt to 
God, and to the diſcoveries which he hath 
made of his kindneſs and luwe to mankind, it 
would be the joy of our hearts to think of 
God, * wwe ſhould triumph in the works of his 
| hands, in his goodneſs, and i in his number— 
leſs benefits; with pleaſure pour out our 
hearts before him, cheerfully reſign ourſelves 
to his diſpoſal, and with grateful tranſports 
celebrate his mercy, and hope for his glory. 
For what character is amiable in compariſon 
of our heavenly Father s Or what can be 
to juſt a foundation of joy, thankſgiving and 
exultation, as the prelence and government 


of infinite, alwiſe, almighty and everlaſting 
Goodneſs? 


Let all then who are heartily concerned 
to pleaſe God, and willing to do what he 
requires, baniſh every ogy ſuſpicion, as 
if the Creator could form deſigns againſt the 


6 Palm civ. 34+ xcil. 4. 8 
2 Pi welfare 
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the Goodneſs of Col. 4s 


| welfare of his creatures, was implacable, or 


þ * could take pleaſure in their ruin. Let them 
abhor to aſcribe purpoſes or methods of act- 
ing to God, which would be inconſiſtent 
with the goodneſs of a wiſe and honeſt man. 
Let them caſt off the ſhirit of bondage, and 
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calling him Abba Father, worſhip him with 
the affection and confidence of children * ; 


fully ſatisfied of his kind intentions towards 
them, rejoicing in the effects of theſe which 


in the gift of his Son, and in his promiſes of 
exalting them by him to immortal felicity. 


| neſs or diſagreeableneſs of objects and events 


bandard of good and evil to us. But what- 

ever events or diſpenſations exerciſe and im- 

prove our virtue and piety, or correct our 
* Romans viii. 15. 


E e 3 faults, 


they have already experienced, particularly 


4. How cheerful and intire ſhould be our 
1 : refignation to the diſpenſations of Divine 
; | providence, and our ſubmiſſion to the Di- 
vine corrections. As we are probationers for 
Sy . eternity, an improving and eſtabliſhed piety 
and virtue muſt be our greateſt, and com- 
; paratively our only intereſt. The agreeable- 


* to ſenſe and imagination, cannot be a juſt 


4 Proflical Inferences from 


faults, as they thus improve our capacity for 


a divine and eternal bleſſedneſs, and our in- 
tereſt in it, are really good to us, and to be 


received with thankfulneſs, or at leaſt with 
an eaſy ſubmiſſion. All events are under 


the direction of God, without whom a ſpare 


row falls not to the ground, and by whom 


even the hairs of our head are numbered “*. 
He 1s alſo ſupreamly wiſe and good. We 
may be as certain then as we are that we 
ive God, that all things ſhall orb together 
for our good +. Tis true if we are out of 
the favour of God, by being engaged in 
irreligious or vicious courſes, we cannot have 
this comfort amidſt afflictions; but then we 
can have no room to complain of provi- 

dence, when we ſuffer only the puniſhment 
of our fins f. If our ſtate be truly wretched, 
preſſed with evils from without, and haunt- 
ed with guilt and fear within, we have none 
to blame but ourſelves. As ſoon as we 
heartily repent and return to God, the ſtate 
of things will be quite changed. Afflictions 
will no longer be tokens of the Divine an- 
ger, but effects of paternal tenderneſs; and 


* Matthew x. 29. + Romans viii. 28, 
J Lamentations iii. 39. 8 


when 
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when they have anſwered their end in bring- 
ing us back to God and goodneſs, and con- 
firming us in our duty, they will by expe- 
rience be known to have been moſt benefi- 


cial, and when they ceaſe to be uſeful will 
be removed. But what event can happen to 


perſons, conſcious of a prevailing concern to 
pleaſe God, which can juſtly make them 


uneaſy? Nothing comes to paſs without 


the direction or permiſſion of God; his wiſe 


dom cannot err, nor can his goodneſs fail, 


And as certainly as God is moſt wiſe and 
| 3 good, and omnipotent, ſo certainly may eve- 
ry event which he diſpenſes be improved to 
our greateſt advantage, if we are not want- 
ing to ourſelves, Tee 7 


We are ſhort-ſighted creatures, and in 


5 many caſes incapable of judging what is 
beſt; and often biaſſed by ſenſe, fancy, or 
| paſſion, we pronounce that beſt, which our 
> own ſober reaſon would reject. And when 
we fall ſhort of what we imagined to be 
good, or are overtaken by what ſenſe or 
|: paſſion call evil, we grow diſcontented. But 
this conduct is manifeſtly unreaſonable.” Tis 
| 3 certainly reaſonable to acknowledge, that 
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424 Practical Inferences from 
God is wiſer than we; and to believe, that 
as he clearly diſcerns what would be beſt, 
his goodneſs will appoint it. In many caſes 


wherein we complain, how happy ſhould 


we think ourſelves, if our condition were 
abſolutely in the diſpoſal of a prudent and 
affectionate parent or friend, and if they 
could do for us what they thought to be 
beſt, either removing thoſe evils of which 


we complain, or ſupplying what we defire 
as good? Would not the #706 of ſuch a 


privilege make us quite eaſy? And are not 
our affairs really in much better hands for 


us? Is the kindneſs of our heavenly Father 


leſs to be truſted than that of an earthly pa- 
rent; or are his wiſdom and power leſs to 
be depended upon for effecting what is beſt? 


Tis true God may prefer our real good, 


and our happineſs upon the whole, to the 
gratification of our paſſions, He may ſe 
fit to allot poverty, pain, or fickneſ:, and 
to continue theſe for exerciſing and improv- 
ing our faith and ſubmiſſion, for mortifying 


us to the world, or eſtabliſhing in us a hea- 
venly temper; for curing a growing pride 
or ſenſualit) and the like; when an earthly 

parent 
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parent or friend would rather gratify our in- 


clinations, and give us eaſe and abundance. 
But would any perſon, who wiſely loves 
himſelf, for ſuch reaſons take himſelf out 
of the hand of God? Would he after calm 
conſideration, prefer the indulgence of bis 

paſſions, before the perfection of his rational 
nature, and his happineſs for eternity? 


Would he not rather ſay, I am in the 


« hand of God, and I would be there. 
Thou Lord knoweſt certainly what is beſt | 
for me. Thy goodneſs has no bounds, 
and thy compaſſions fail not. Thou doſt not 
willingly grieve or afflict the children of 
* men, I therefore ſubmit willingly, know- 
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ing that whom the Lord loveth be chaſten- 
« eth K. And that although no affliction for 
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God governs the world, and directs all 


events, even the ſmalleſt ; and that infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs, employing almighty 


power, will always do what is beſt? And 


that no child hath reaſon to repine, if his 


* Hebrews xil. 6. 
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the preſent be joyous but grievous, yet . 
terward it will produce the peaceable fruits 

of righteouſneſs.” Are there truths more 
evident and conſolatory than theſe; that 
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parent orders all for his good ; but to be re- 
ſigned and thankful, although poverty, af- 


flictions and death, may be allotted him by 
his N F ather ? 


dns other practical reflections, which 


this ſubject will ſupply, ſhall be reſerved for 
the concluding diſcourſe. 


— 


SERMON XVI 


. Practical Inferences from the Divine 
Goodneſs. 


MATTHEW vii. 11. 
| if ye then being evil, know how to give good | 


gifts unto your children; how much more 
ſhall your Father who 1s in heaven, give 
good things to them char af bum ? 


IN the preceding diſcourſe I treated the 
four following practical inferences from 
the Divine Goodneſs, 


1. * God 200d, infinitely good ; let us 
_ endeavour anſwerably to /ove and praiſe him. 


2. Let us endeavour above all things, to 
obtain a ſpecial and certain ntereſt in this 


Goodneſs. 
$ Haw 


42 8 Practical Inferences from 
3. How cheerful ſhould our obedience be 
to the Divine Commands, which are the 


dictates of alwiſe and unbounded Goodneſs : 
and particularly how /7ce and cheerful ſhould = 


our devotions be. 


WO How ready and intire ſhould our A 


nation be to the diſpenſations of Divine 


Providence, and our ſubmiſſion to the Di- 
vine corrections ! 


> ould: now 0 this infinitely import- 


ant ſubject, with recommending to your ſe- 


rious attention ſome other prattical reflec- 


tions, which with great ſtrength it preſents 
to the mind, 


5. Let us all, according to our meaſure 
and abilities, imitate the Divine Benevolence. 
You have ſeen, that to communicate good 
is the glory and happineſs of the Deity. He 
is infinitely happy, becauſe he is infinitely 


| beneficent. And can we, whom he hath 


made capable of diſcerning the worth of this 


diſpoſition, and of reſembling him in it, do 


better, than to conform unto this excellent 


pattern, 
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pattern, and thus approve ourſelves genuine 
children of our heavenly Father; wwho 1s good 
unto all, and his tender mercies over all bis 
orf; and who is kind unto the unthankful 
and the evil? Muſt it not be our higheſt 
* _ honour and happineſs thus to reſemble him, 
endeavouring to be perſect, as our Father in 
| heavens perfect? Muſt not he who neareſt 
reſembles his heavenly Father, ſtand faireſt | 
for enjoying all external advantages which 
would prove good to him, and which are 
all in the gift of God? And may he not 
certainly poſſeſs noble ſatisfactions in conſci- 
ous goodneſs, in a reſemblance to the ſu- 
pream Parent, and a clear ſenſe of bis ap- 
probation? And muſt not the ſelfiſh and 
covetous, whoſe nature is oppoſite to the 


moſt excellent and perfect nature, be: baſe 
and wretched ? 
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Would we 1 the right uſe of 
power and abundance? It is not to pro- 
eure an abundance of ſenſual indulgences, in 
which we reſemble the brutes; much leſs is 
it to employ them in being greatly miſchie- 
vous, and a dread to others; in which we 
ſhould be like the work of beings, the devil. 
” | . But 


439 Practical Inferences from 
But it is to employ them in diffuſing good 
all around us, in an imitation of the wiſeſt, 
greateſt. and happieſt of Beings. To em- 
ploy ſuperior knowledge, not for deceiving 
and inſulting others, but for inftruQing the 
ignorant, guiding the unſkilful, warning the 
thoughtleſs, reclaiming the vicious, and 
comforting the dejected. It is to exert power 
and influence for protecting the weak, vin- 
| dicating the innocent and injured, and raiſ- 
ing depreſt merit; in being a father to the 
fatherleſs, a judge of the widow, and the re- 
fuge of the oppreſſed. It is to expend 
riches in feeding the hungry, clothing the 


naked, and bringing on ourſelves the 5ʃ=% 


ing of them who were ready to periſh ; in re- 
lieving and reſtoring the fick, propping a 
ſinking family, and where want, anguiſh, 
and melancholy covered all, to diffuſe health, 
6 poſ cheerfulneſs and OE 


«Flow 3 muſt that man bes ho b 


conſcious to his having thus greatly pro- 


moted the happineſs of others; and in be- 
holding the effects of his benevolence ſpread- 
ing far and wide! How happy in the con- 
ſciouſueſs of ſome reſemblance to the beſt 
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the Divine Goodneſs. * 


of Beings, and in a rational aſſurance of his 


approbation and friendſhip! And how much 


happier ſtill in the proſpect of an approach- 


ing ſtate, wherein he ſhall behold all with 


whom he hath any acquaintance, (and large 


indeed will be his acquaintance with the 


moral creation of God) as happy as he can 


wiſh them; and feel himſelf to be as fully 


bleſt by infinite benevolence, as they could 
hope to be, in whom he ſees his own image, 
and whom he loves with complacency ! 


Sirs all other profeſſions of regard and 
love to God are vain, without an imitation 
of his goodneſs, according to our low de- 


gree, | Chriſtians, hear the plain determina- 
tion of the beloved Apoſtle of the Son of 


God. * If any man fay be loves God, and 


hates his brother, he 1s a har. 


And if any 


one who hath this worlds goods, ſeeing his bro- 


ther in want, ſhuts up the bowels of bis com- 


faſſim againſt him; how dwelleth the love of 


God in him? And this is the ſame Apoſtle” 8 


concluſion, beloved, if God fo loved us, we 


To lo God 


ge a Ifo 7o love one another. 


15 to love 4 character of infinite benevolence 3 ; 


— John lit, 10. 17. 
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and if we in Gur Hearts admire and 10e this 
8 character, we ſhall be deſirous of as near 2 
5 reſemblanceè to it as we can attain; and the Þ Z 
8 warmeſt profefſions of eſteem and love, 
without this, will be rejected as inſincere 
| flattery. Let us then make doing good a ET 


= principal part of our religion, in conformity : 
| to the determination of St. James. * Pure 4 
rel: gion and undifled, before God even th 

F ather, i rs this; to vit the fatherle eſs and wi: 

dow in their affliftion, and to hee our febed 

4 | 1 from the world. f 
| Other uſes of ant and influence, e 


cept providing by them for our own im- 
provement in knowledge and virtue, ani 
doing good to others, are at beſt but inno- 
cent; and will give us no reaſon to reflet I = 
upon ourſelves with approbation, or to hope 
that on theſe accounts we are approved of 
God. Whereas an imitation of our kea- i £ 
venly Father in beneficence, not only yields 
divine ſatisfactions in the act, but when 
paſt produces cheering reflections, inſpires 2 
noble confidence in "Gal. whoſe genuine 
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which continually ſupply them— 
we are warmed with a ſenſe of his coodnelh 
to mankind, in a oreat ſubordination to 
whoſe well-being he made this lower world, 
fot whoſe ſalvation he gave his Son to death, 
and for whom he hath prepared a heaven 
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offspring! we approve ourſelves, and to whom 
we thus in the moſt acceptable way mani- 
feſt our gratitude; ; and leaves us nothing 
to fear in a world under the government of 
infinite Wiſdom and Benevolence. When 
therefore we are ſtrongly affected with the 
kindneſs of the Deity, in the beauty, gran- 
| deur and uſefulneſs of the world, in the 
© countleſs varieties of living creatuges he hath 


produced, and in his inexhauſtible bounties 
when 


of compleat and everlaſting felicity—when 
we adore and bleſs this goodneſs, let us re- 


joice that we are capable of imitating it. 
That although our goodneſs cannot extend to 


God , it may to our brethren ; and we may 
not only in the moſt pleaſing manner thus 


approve our gratitude to God, but improve 
our intereſt in his favour, and lay up for 


ourſelves treaſi ures in bea ven. 


* Pſalm xvi. 2. 


Lil 


\ 


— 
- 


j 1 
kk _ 
5 = 
: =_ 
7 $ lk J 
. : © 

— 
i if: L 
| 7 1 
ny! 0 C10 
: 1 
» } U 4 
=. + 
1 51 

Ro 4 * 
749 
"0 $8418 
* 1 
i 1 
. 4 
1 
* 1 
y 1 
£ 4 
1 
335 ! ( 
1. 4 
"_ Ly 1H 
* 7 
14.2 , 
I. 
£1 7 
Fi} i 
2 Is; of 
2 *. 
"EH 8 
1 i 
32H i445 
x? e 
s * + 
£ 4 1 
1 
Ia 
ie 
n 
e 
4 7. 'TY 
358: $i 
$ 
1 . nA 
1 x , 
i- b FP 4; 
4 D 
* 8 
9 
17 1 
"i Ye et 
2 i 2 1 
1 
1 3 1 4 
1 + y 
4 441 
in. 
. ; 
1 957 
i 18. : 
ot . 
1 
1 
{#4 
1 1 
i 1 1 
UM. 
1 
11 iy l 
"$7 BW 
7 
9 
$77 ann 
Ws | 
SOPs 4 
11 
{ 1 1 
1 
22 1 
1 
4171 
> 1 #! 4 
} * 

4 
1 
1 4 

"A 1 5 
3 1 - 
1 
pe | 1 
995 \ 
's 
+ = = 
f ; BH 
* 24 & 
1 
EP FS. { 
- Ws 7 
8 , 
I 1 1 3 
* 
8 4 * 
1 f 
ws "a 
on 1 
L 4 3 7 
7 5 
11 
4 
i 
4 4 
* . 2 
* 
7 4 
t , 
* if 
0 : & Wi 
4 5 
4 1 7 15 
* 8. : 
yt 11 
5 YE. us * 
+ 1 , 
k . 
*F 4 , 
F * 
5. 1 
1 9 
= N * 
E 7 : 
1 
ES > 
23 . * 
4 TT 
4. K: > 
* op 
1 
1 
: , 
*Y 1 
n 
1 
©: © BY 
4 BIN 
18 bo { % 
po 18 1 
78] 5 
1 ; 
5 * 
I 
- 'Þ 
1 : 
i | 
1 11 
5 ＋ * ay 
i 3 
4 * 
1 N 
15 
8) i 5 
OT. 2. 
. 1 3 
ö 1 
1 274 4 h 
BL } 
1 5 1 
+ +4784 
* * 1 
. 4 1 
$1.2 47 
"6 1/ ö 
111 
4s. 1 
FM: 4% 7 
31 
1 
9 3 4 
| | 
V4 V 
Py . 
bY 4 N. 
& * | 
19 4 
e 
FI, 4 . 
7 p 
4 9 
E +I 4 
1 * 
1 
8 > $109 
T7 © BE 
RF, 
* 3 
. | f 14 : 
? y 
LY : 
1 
7 
«SS Eo 
iP 424 
3 * x 11 
i 
=; 
3 of 
þ 34 | 
«is - 
- $3804 
10 
8 £0 
v 4 
11 \ 
e 
4 
F j 
7 4 
7 477 
{31 
1 « — 
is 
n 
3 * 1 4 
2 180 
| n 
93 
1 
5 
7 115 
* Th | 
1 N 
* * 
* QI 
1 
* . 
1 
1 
if * 7 
43. 2208: 15 
1 


. #8 


| 434 Practical Inferences from 
Let us therefore: reſolve to make it the 
principal buſineſs of life to do good, and to 
diffuſe ſatisfaction around us, as far as we 
can; aſſured that this is the direct way to 
the nigheſt ſatisfactions of the preſent ſtate, 
and a better method of laying up wealth 
| | againſt a time of need, than in the ſureſt 
bank or ſtrongeſt cheſt of iron: for until in- 
finite ec fail, ſuch perſons cannot be 
| deſtitute——aſlured alſo that we ſhall thus 
ſecure the higheſt degrees of happineſs for 
eternity, in the preſence, approbation and 
rewards .of the beſt of Beings. And let us 
never think ourſelves truly religious, or ge- 
nuine children of God * and accepted by 
him, until we thus reſemble. our Father, 
and delight! in being kind and doing good, 
Until God can ceaſe to be benevolent, or 
to love goodneſs, he cannot approve or love 
thoſe, who when capable of reſembling him 
in this moſt excellent diſpoſition, prefer the 
gratifications of pride, ſelfiſhneſs and ſenſu- 
ality, and te. likeneſs of the brute or of the 


devil, 
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5. Is God infinitely good ; let his 200d 
neſs lend all ſinners to repentance. The Di- 


vine Goodneſs hath naturally ſo powerful 
an influence for producing repentance, that 
the Apoſtle mentions it as an argument of 


a perſon' s being moſt depraved, and fit for 


utter ruinz who is not thus influenced by 
the conſideration and experience of tr 


| deſpiſeſt thou the riches of vis goodneſs, ond 


patience and long er ig ; not knowing that 
the goodneſs of God leadeth to repentance? 


I And according to thy hard and impenttent 
| heart, treaſureſt up to thyſelf wrath againſt 
| the day of wrath; and the revelation of the 


righteous judgment of God? The Divine cle- 


: mency is fitted to produce repentance in 


every conſiderate perſon, by the clear diſ- 


covery it makes of the guilt and of the folly 
of ſin; and by the aſſurance it gives, that re- 


pentance will avail to od prin 


g Sinner! Hath God been ada good 


to you? Did he form the world you inha- 


bit for your ſupport and convenience during 


your probation; and hath he prepared a 
heaven of compleat and everlaſting bleſſed- 


* Romans ii. 4—. 
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neſs for your final abode, if you will ap- 
prove yourſelves grateful and obedient dur- 
ing a few years? Did his almighty bene- 


volence create your minds rational and im- 


mortal, that by cultivating the love of God 
and of goodneſs, you might become di- 
vinely and immortally bleſſed; and does he 
preſerve you in life with the ſame kind de- 
ſign? Are every faculty of action and en- 


joyment, and every good you poſſeſs, both T 


in their riſe and continuance, his gifts ; and 
has he given up even his only begotten Sm 
_ unto death, hat he might redeem you from 
all iniquiiy? Hath he been long a witnel; 
to your ingratitude and diſobedience, yet 
born with you, and kept you out of the 
_ deſtruction which you haye often deſerved; 2 
and is he till waiting to receive you to his 
favour ; and can you go on to tranſgreſs 
Does not the great ingratitude attending 
them, make leſſer inſtances of een 
very criminal; and bow guilty muſt be a !i/; 
of wilful ingratitude and continued rebel- 
lion to an infinite benefactor? How mon- 
ſtrous is it to fly in the face of God who 
ſapports you, and to affront him with his 
pitt, abuſing them to. licenciouſneſs, and to 
counter- 
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counter-act his deſign of your perfection and 
immortal felicity; when your compliance 
with it was the grateful return he demand- 
ed, and would reward infinitely ? Certainly 
vou would be aſhamed of continuing to af- 
front and treat ill an earthly parent or friend, 
unto whom you had a thouſandth part of 
ſuch obligations. And can you perſiſt in af- 
fronting your heavenly Father; and for gra- 
tifying a vicious paſſion ample on the love 
and death of his Son? Can you refuſe the 
return of daily gratitude for his numerous 
daily benefits? Can you by injuſtice and in- 
humanity oppoſe his deſign of his creatures 
happineſs; and treat his continued invita- 
tions to a heaven of eternal bleſſedneſs with 
an infolent neglect? Would not this prove 
you unworthy to live longer on his earth, 
and that the region of miſery and deſpair is 
your proper habitation? Or rather is not 
your repentance begun; do you not abhor 
your paſt ingratitude, and reſolve to aban- 
don every ſinful indulgence and practice, 
and to live for the Divine favour and for 
heaven; endeavouring to fill remaining life 
with every inſtance of gratitude and obedi- 
ence to a merciful God, who will forgive 
F f 3 ſuch 
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ſuch offences; and if you are penitent and 
obedient, yet make you bleſſed to eternity! 


The fly alſo of a ſinful life is fo appa- 
rent from a view of the Divine Goodneſs, 
that they who conſider it will be diſpoſed 
to repent, G6d infinitely good is alſo infinite) 
d; it muſt therefore be as much our 2 
zereſt as our duty to fulfil his commands; 
and to hope to become real gainers by vio- 
lating them, muſt be as unreaſonable, as ii 
would be to aflert, that infinite Wiſden do 
uot know, or that infinite Goodneſs would u 
preſcribe what is beſt for his creatures, his 

children. Since then in keeping the com- 

mands of God there is a great reward, and 

when you fin you injure your own ſouls, 
oppoſe your real intereſt in this life, and in 
that which is to come; you muſt certainly 
Tepent that you have been fo fooliſh and di- 
obedient, ſo inſenſible to your greateſt in- 
tereſt, and fo ungrateful to the moſt perfect 
Goodneſs, Repentance will indeed in the 


beginning coſt you dear, ſhame, remorſe and $ 

piercing anguiſh. It will rend your hearts, 
when you tear out vices which are grown 
jnto them; and would not God forgive you, 


» 
1 * 
a 
- 


the Divine Goodneſs, . 


it would not ks ſo unreaſonable did you in- 
dulge to ſtupidity and hardneſs of heart. 


But God waits to be gracious. Guilty as 
you have been, your caſe is not deſperate. 
| You may yet obtain remiſſion of ſins and 
eternal life. If you have ingenuity you muſt 


be convinced, that the ſeverities of repen- 


tance are light, when compared with the 
evil of continued ingratitude and diſobedience 
to ſo merciful a God, with the immenſe fe- 


licity which you may yet obtain by repen- 
tance and amendment, or with the dreadful 

puniſhments which you muſt expect from 
a righteous Governor, if you can perſiſt in 


impenitence and ingratitude. Fe or, 


7. 8 God be infinitely nod, let 


not ſinful men preſume, and turn bis grace 
into wantonneſs. The divine benevolence is 
not a bhnd fondneſs, but the benevolence of 
a moſt wiſe and righteous Governor of free 


creatures; of a God who knows plety and | 
virtue to be eſſential to the perfection and 
felicity of his rational creatures, and irreli- 
gion and vice to be deſtructive of them; 
and who loveth righteouſneſs and hateth ini- 
F f 4 . quity. 
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duity. Tis the benevolence of a God, who 
by refed his moral creation, is excited to 


extirpate incurable impiety and wickedneſs 


by exemplary puniſhments ; that he may ſe- 
cure the obedience and happineſs of the ſin- 
cerely and prevailipgly religious, and prevent 
others from being corrupted. Becauſe God 
is ſupreamly good, therefore will he puniſh 
the obſtinately vicious; fince to be indul- 
gent to them, would be to encourage what 
muſt produce the greateſt miſery to the mo- 


ral world. As certainly then as God deſires 


the welfare of his rational creatur es, that is, 
as certainly as he is good, he will punith 


obſtinate tranſgreſſors, and maintain the ho- 


nour of bis laws and government, nor ſuffer 


theſe to be trampled upon with impunity, 
until impiety, cruelty, injuſtice, intemper- 
ance, and brutal debauchery, become un- 
verſal, No ſtate of things can appear 12 


evil as this appears, to an infinitely wiſe and 


good Parent and Governor; he will there- 
tore certainly take the methods proper for 
preventing it, And as puniſhing the per- 


verſe and obſtinately wicked according to 


he demerits, and with circumſtances of 
our ſufficient to reſtrain others from like 
| 5 practi— 
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Rm — 


practices, is a proper and neceſſary means 
for this end, obſtinate ſinners muſt expect 
fluch puniſhments; and to promiſe them- 
ſelves impunity becauſe God is good, is to 
hope, that God will ceaſe to be good to the 
 @obole, and to the beſt deſerving, that he may 
be fatally indulgent to thoſe, who are not 
objects of his mercy. 
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Give up then, preſumptuous ſinner, all thy 
deceitful hopes. As God hath made thee 
rational and free, thou canſt not be happy 

but by piety and goodneſs; by an imitation 

of the Deity, and in his preſence and fa- 
vour. As long as thou continueſt wicked, 
thy temper incapacitates thee for the Divine 
favour and for real happineſs. God cannot 
ſhew mercy to ſuch as thee, without letting 
in a deluge of wickedneſs, the greateſt evil 
| conceivable, on his moral creation. And 
to puniſh ſuch is neceſſary to the welfare of 
the pious and virtuous, and of all who may 
become holy. Repent therefore immedi- 
| ately, and become qualified for mercy ; 
| otherwiſe, the unchangeable goodnels of the 
Divine Nature, inſtead of promiſing thee 
pw will inſure By deſtruction ; which 


will 
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442 Practical Inferentes from 
will be the more dreadful as proceeding 
from infinite Goodneſs, and evidencing thy 
guilt to be ſo malignant, that even infinite 
Clemency could not extend to thee. If thor 
deſpiſeſt the riches of his goodneſs and patience, 
and art not led by theſe to repentance, the 
Apoſtle hath in the plaineſt terms informed 
| thee what thou art doing. * Accordins 69 
thy hard and impenitent heart, thou art trca- 
furing up to thy ſelf wrath againſt the day g 
zorath, and revelation of the righteous juds- 
ment of God. Who will render to every mai 
according 7 his deeds. To conclude, 


8. Let the firm bel ef and frequent med. 
tations on the Divine Goodneſs, ſupport and 
animate the truly pious and righteous, under 
all the d: ifireſſes of life, and in the views ij 
death. Are you preſt with afflictions, and 
do you fear till heavier ; and do your fu- 
ture proſpects in life appear darkned by 
clouds, big with ſickneſs, want, deſertion 
of friends, reproaches and the like ? Pre- 
| ſent to your minds a lively view of the un- 
bounded benevolence of God; and the ap- 
e of this ſun of comfort will ſcatter 


* Romans ii. 4— 


ever) 
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crery cloud, revive your ſpirits, and leave 
-= you nothing to fear or wiſh from the world. 


The infinite and unchangeable benignity of 


your alwiſe and almighty Father ever ſur- 
rounds you, no evil can reach you without 
his permiſſion or direction. And none ſhall 
reach you, but what ſhall prove a real 
favour, by working out a much greater 


good. And if * light aſfictions, which are 
but for a moment, exerciſe, approve and in- 


creaſe your piety, ſubmiſſion, integrity, or 
| heavenly affections, and thus work out for 


you a far more exceeding and eternal weight 


of glory; are they not favours, and can you 


find reaſon or inclination to complain! ? 


Is wont what you apprehend? Look 
abroad upon the world, and behold the im- 
menſe bounty of your heavenly Father in- 


enn, diffuſing itſelf all around you; 


I clothing the lillies, and feeding the fowwls, and 


providing for countleſs varieties of creatures. 
And does the wiſe benevolence of your Fa- 


ther continually feed the fools, and can it 


fail you, who are much better than they, and 
dear to him as children? Or are you ap- 


* 2 Corinthians iv. 17. t Matthew vi. 25. 


proach- 


4 


— - ” 
5 2 * : e * 


. a N 
1 
11 
4 
Wo 
= + 
" 1 
1 * 
4 . l 
o 0 , 
N | 
bY 1 
7 » N 
= 
*£ 2 
pt / F 
CH 
Mt 
* * 1 
* H 1 
1 ry * 1 
133 
1 
a + þ 
x71 
9 * J 
b 14 
1. 
r 
«1 
1 37% p 
13 
2 
1 
x 
1 p 4 
K (4 
. 1 
N 
Ry 9 
1 
1 
= #7: 
PD N 
i $ 
22 \ 
oe i& © 
A Te 6 
- © SY 
= . 
y $ 
1 
1 4 
17 ; 
19 3 4 
4x * 
NRF 
n 
_ 3 2 
id 65 
8 
9 N 
x 4g 2 
. 1 
= 7. 
: £ is 
N 2 & 
FER 
* 50 
kf * 1 
9 
131 
1 
. 5 : 
= 
- £37 
 #$RYW 
. 36 
DUET 
ae i} 
. { Ly 
SST; 
K} 
OW & 
vt 1 
* 
- 88 of 
* 173 
'M 14 
2 a4, 
. : 
4 
1 
1 
1 
11 
1 
1 
3 I 
= T4 
I 
; F 3 L 
5 4 
\ hy 1 
. * I * 4 
K 1 ; 
77 7 
1 ' 1 putt 
LY Wop 
+ Þ 
1 3 
* 
$7 LE 4 
"4 1 
5 1 
way. 
= 
4 It 
1 
35 
$” TY 
4 * ** 
1 
Xe] * 
1 
* « 
wi * 
Tt A 
wy by 3.4 1 
BA 
. 
„ . 
£ 34 3 
13 
4 
1 * 
. « 
. 
. 1 19 
| i % 
10647 
1 i 
11 
1 
1 oy 
a 5 { 
1-4 
; 4 ? 
bu > 
Fo . 
11 4 } 
1 4 
* 
4 * 
1 
1 
1 
13 ; 
5 2 wy 
11 
„ 
*. 19 
4 v4; 
N 
* 9 1 
N 1 * $ 
F 
} 
I'S. 
149 
8 « 3 
? * 4 *» 
[4 4 * 
* 
is hk 
1. a : 
is Y 
q þ N 
A 
q * 
11 
0 : &, 
* 
* 
5 : 
* ' 
4 
141 
. i 
5 BYE 7 
1 
> S it 
£ T 
i 
* © IL 


* V 1 " q 
Pg 2 PPP ens As ent are e3e—— 
"VG 7p 12 3h 4, 7 . & ö 
* — _ — — — —e 1 — 
2 2 £ > 4 


_ ated your ſpirits, with faculties for a divine 


444 Practical Tnferences from 


proaching the gloomieſt ſeene, which uſually 


fills mortals with tertors, I mean the ſhader 
of death? If you have properly affected your 


hearts, with the belief and meditation of the 
Divine Goodneſs, inſtead of ſeeing any ter- 
rors before you, the light of the Divine Be- 
nignity will brighten the vale of death, and 


you will ſee it to be a ort and fafe paſſage 
unto everlaſting reſt and | Wo. ; 


g God & infinitely good, and 8 


. lights in making his creatures happy y eſpe- | 
cially when they have fully proved their love 


to him and to holineſs. It was not conſiſt- 


ent with his 2% benevolence, to make them 
compleatly bleſſed, before their probation 
was accompliſhed. They were firſt to be- 
come qualified for reward, and formed to 


the temper of happineſs; and a ſtate of va- 


_ nity, imperfection, labour and pain, was beſt 
adapted for theſe purpoſes. But when theſe 
purpoſes are anſwered, and you are prepa- 
red for compleat bleſſedneſs, may you not 


reaſonably rejoice in the near proſpect of a 
final period to a ſtate of afflction, labour and 
imperfection? Certainly the God who cre- 


and 


the Divine Gaal. 1 


an immortal felicity, will fill with bleſſed 
neſs the capacities which he hath formed. 
Certainly the God whoſe, unbounded. love 
gave bis Son to death for men when ene- 
mies, will exert his love in making you hap- 
, Who are reconciled to him through his 
death *. And ſince fleſh and blood cannot in- 
berit the kingdom of God +, with what joy 
may you think of being rid of this incum- 
brance ; and of having this incloſure remov- 
ed, which excludes you from compleat bleſ- 
ſedneſs ? Does a conſciouſneſs of many fins 
and imperfections make you fearful of ap- 
pearing before your Judge? Are you not ; 
aſſured, that & /ike as a father pitieth bis chil- 
dren, ſo the Lord pitieth them who fear him; 
that he knoweth their frame, and remember- 
eth they are duſt : and as far as the eaſt is 
from the weſt, jo far will he remove their 
tranſereſſions from them? Does not the Goſ- 
pel aſſure you ||, that his love in Chriſt Je- 
ſus pardons every fin, which we have la- 
mented and forſaken? Do you not feel 
within a prevailing diſpoſition for the know- 
ledge and love of God, and earneſt Gchres h 
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after the perfection of bleſſedneſs, in the 
perfection of holineſs, goodneſs and deyo- 
tion ? And can you doubt whether your 
Father, who hath formed you to this meet- 
nes for his preſence and chjoytnein, will 
receive 700 to n 


Tris true, you TY but little diſtinatly 
of the heavenly bleſſedneſs. But ſurely tis 
no proof of its imperfection, that it is too 
noble to be juſtly repreſented, by any of the 
enjoyments of this imperfect ſtate. This 
you know, that God is infinitely beneficent, 
that mercy is his delight, and that his wiſ- 
dom and power are alſo without bounds * 
and that in the heavenly ſtate he will di 
play the riches of his grace, and confer 3 
blefſedneſs worthy the God who is /ave, and 
worthy his grace in the gift of his Son g. 
And knowing this, and that death is the 
paſſage to this bleſſedneſs, ſhould you not 
triumph when you approach it? Should 
you not be even impatient for the opening 
the doors of your priſon, and for your in- 
troduction to light, liberty and joy unſpeal- 
hs Matthew v. 3. 5.8. | ＋ 1 Peter i. 13. 
2 Theſſalonians 1 i. 10. 8 Romans viii. 32. 


ab.. 
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able and over laſting. * What can you dg 


or enjoy in this world without God and his 
goodneſs? Is not your truſt in it your chief 
| ſupport, and the only thing that can ration- 
ally make you caſyin a world of uncertainty 
and affliction? And if you can ſo truſt in 


God, as to live cheerful and compoſed in 


this ſtate, which his wiſdom hath framed 


imperfect, may you not with much more 


pleaſure and firmneſs truſt in his goodneſs 


for making you happy, when you are enter- 
ing a wor d, which he hath deſigned to be 


the abode of unmixed and everlaſting blel⸗ 


ſedneſs! ? 


1 92 the diſſolving your mortal con- 
nections, and taking off the chains you have 


long worn, will be attended with ſome pain; 


what can this be when compared with the 


bleſſedneſs on which you are entering; a 
bleſſedneſs noble in its. nature, as the God who 


is the ohje& of enjoyment, great as his un- 


bounded munificence, and everlaſting as his 


| love. Let none therefore who are prevail= 


ingly. pious and obedient, whole ſouls are 


attempered to the love of God and good- 


* 2 Peter i. Ele Jude 24. | 
neſs, 
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448 Prattical Inferences, &c. 
neſs, that is, to the employments and bliſ; 


of heaven, diſhonout the goodneſs of their 

heavenly Father, by commending with 7e- 
| tublance their ſpirits into his hands. Let 
them obey the ſummons with joy, remem- 
bering that when at death their ſpirits return 


70 God who gave them, they return prepared 
fot happineſs unto a God who is good, whoſe 
nature is obe, and whoſe  gooaneſs is ever- 
ling. 


God Pot os bi ü ig goodneſt 


may engage us all ſuitably to love, ſerve and 


obey him, while we are in this ſtate; that 
we may have the noble conſolations Arifiog | 


from a ſenſe of it at death; and being qua- 


lified for the communications of his good- 


neſs to eternity, may to eternity poſſeſs them, 


in his preſence, - where is fulneſs of joy, and at 
his right hand, vbere ate popes Jive 
more * 1 rare rents? 
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SERMON XVII 


The Evidences for a furure State, 


Max K x. 17. 

And when he was gone forth into the way 
there came one running, and tneeled to 
him, and aſked him, Good maſter what fhall 
I do that I may inherit eternal life? 


propoſed, nor to a perſon better qua- 
lified Za anſwering it, to our full ſatisfac- 
tion. What muſt I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? That I may live and be hap- 


py, not for a few days, not for thouſands of 
ears only, yea not merely for millions of 


\ages, but forever! Aſtoniſhing thought! 
Are we indeed defigned for eternity ; and 
may all of us become bleſſed forever? And 
does it depend upon what temper we will 


eſtabliſh, and what courſe purſue during the 


preſent life? What can concern us then like 


this, that we cultivate in time the temper, 
which will qualify us for the bleſſedneſs of 


eternity; and that we diſpatch the work, 


which a moſt bountiful God will recom- 
Gg pencs 


* 


More important queſtion was never 


— 
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pence, with this immenſe reward ? For what 


are all the ſeparate intereſts or pleaſures of 


this mortal life, when compared with eter- 


nal life, and its intereſts? Evidently not ſo 
conſiderable as a moment, when compared 


with a thouſand years. And Sirs, how fool- 
iſhly have ſome of us employed ourſelve; 


hitherto, who erhaps have not once ſeri- 
- ouſly conſidered the import of eternal life, 


and the qualifications neceſſary for our be- 
coming bleſſed to eternity; and have there- 
fore loſt a great part of that time, in which 


we might have acquired them? The your; 
*uler, who amidſt youth and riches cheri- 


ſhed a concern for this moſt intereſting af- 


fair, and who applied to Jeſus Chrift for ſa- 


tisfaction in it, acted indeed a wiſe part. 
Let us learn of him, to make the ſecuring 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs our c , concern, and 


as he did apply to Jejus 1 to direct and 
fucceed us herein. 


For who ſo fit to anſwer this queſtian i in- 


tirely to our ſatisfaction? Jeſus declared, 


and by his miracles proved the declaration 


true, that he was expreſsly ſent by God 


from heaven, to guide men to the everlaſt- 


ing poſſeſſion of the heavenly. bleſſedneſs; 
and as he came down from _ ſeat of bliſs 
and immortality, muſt well know the tem- 


per of the place, and the diſpoſitions neceſ- 
fary to fit us for enjoying it. In his tem- 
per and converſation he exemplified po 
—_ © oe 


: having led a Ji 
and generous goodneſs, he ſubmitted to a 
painful and ignominious death, to teach his 
diſciples, not "to expect the rewards of vir- 
tue and piety in the preſent life. And then 
to aſſure us, that the rewards which were 
deferred would not be loſt, and were never 
the leſs certain, at the appointed time he 
roſe from the dead, and aſcended viſibly and = 
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love to God and to mankind, which he re- 


quired as our 1 b cle for heaven: and 
of the moſt exalted piet 


gloriouſly into the heaven which he pro 
miſed; and thus proved beyond rational 


doubt, that there is an everlaſting ſtate of 
life, perfection and felicity, provided by the 
boundleſs benevolence of his Father, for the 
truly pious and virtuous. 


To this jeſus the young ruler of a ſyna- 


ene with humility and earneſtneſs applied 


imſelf for direction; and to him, if we are 
prudent, we ſhall apply. For although 
Chriſt Jeſus hath removed his bodily pre- 


ſence from our world, yet in his Goſpel he 
hath left us instrückions; : unto which if we 
conform ourſelves, we ſhall certainly obtain 


eternal life. The gayety and love of plea- 


ſure ſo prevalent. in youth, could not Hrevit 
our Inquirer (for St. Matthew informs us 


that he was young *) from attending to this 
important concern neither could riches and 


Matthew xix. 20. 
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power (for St. Luke acquaints us + that he 
was a ruler and rich) divert his attention 
from the infinitely more important buſineſs 
of ſecuring the everlaſting riches of heaven. 


Let not any of us then amidſt fewer temp- 


tations neglect everlaſting bleſſedneſs; but 


ſo meditate on this important queſtion, as to 


be excited to learn with our utmoſt appli- 
cation from the Goſpel of Chriſt, the cer- 
tain way to eternal life; z and then with all 

ſeriouſneſs and diligence to ſeek i, by a pa- 


tient continuance in well doing *. 72 may 
God ſucceed what will be offered to your 


thoughts for making you thus rn wiſe 
and happy! 


With this view 1 propoſe to treat the fol- 
lowing obſervations included in the boo or 


ſuggeſted by it 

I. Tis ſappoſed in the tics propoun- 
ded. to our Lord, as an acknowledged truth, 
that we are made for eternal life :; the young 


mw does not inquire, whether: man was 
indeed deſigned for immortality; but taking 


this for granted, he inquires, what he muſt 
do! to ſecure the bleſſedueſs of the everlaſt- 

= 108 ſtate, What muſt I do, &c. 

II. Tis alſo manifeſtly. implied in the 

e e and plainly declared in our Lord's 


anſwer, that ſametbing muſt; be done by, us, 


155 We. world inherit eternal life. That we 


4 Luke 3 xvii, 18. Se Rp * N li, 7. ED 
5 NT e "al 
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muſt work the 4vorks gf God, before we can 


hope to be thus rewarded by him; and be- | 
come by our pevailing diſpoſition meet for 


an heavenly and immortal life, before we 
can be admitted to muy. it. e _ 1 


ch, ec. 


III. If we would propoſe this queſtion, 


and purſue the directions given in anſwer 
to it moſt ſucceſsfully, it ſhould be our #/7 
inquiry, made with ſeriouſneſs and humility, 


and with a firm reſolution to give up every 
thing, which would interfere with the pur- 


fait, The perſon who propoſed. the queſ- 
tion to our Lord was young, rich, and a 
man of Figure, he ran and feneceled to him; 


but having ſuffered the love of riches to 
prepoſſeſs his heart too ſtrongly, he failed of 
the happineſs which he fought, —- 

I. It is ſuppoſed in the queſtion #3 an ac- 
Ennooledged truth, that we are made for eter- 
nal life. The young ruler does not afk our 


Divine ' Maſter, whether man was indeed 


deſigned for immortality, but taking this 


O 


for or granted, he inquires, what he muſt do 


to Obtain the bleſſedneſs of the ever laſting 
ſtate. The law of Moſes was ſupported 


ſolely by Zemporal rewards and puniſhments, 
and erptefsly promiſed and threatned no 
other. Vet there are in the Old Teftament 
Variots in!tmations' of a future ſtate, ſome 


obicure, others more clear; ſuch are the 


ſlowing. The promiſe that mankind 


242017 


888 ſhould 
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ſhould be delivered from the evil conſe- 

quences of the fall; by the feed" of the vo- 
man, ho ſhould bruiſe: the. ſerpentis head 


and in whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed *, * 


The declarations that the pious 'and good 
were ſtrangers upon earth , and were there- 


fore to expect their full reward in that hea- 


ven, whither Enoch and Elij ah were tranſ- 
lated +, even in the po eee of God, where 


7s. fulneſs of joy, and at his right hand, where 


are pleaſures for evermoreF. And that for 


this purpoſe at the end of the days, the ma- 


ny who ſleep in the duſt ſball awake, ſome to 


1 life, ard Jeme to fe ame aud ever- 


laeng contempt ||. PAY! 
Tis granted that theſe ' intimations will b 


thought ob/erre, if they are compared with 
the clear, expreſs and repeated declarations 


of Jeſs our Divine Maſter ; yet they proved 
ſufficient in concurrence with their natura! 
reaſonings, from the moral character of 
man, 219 from the per fections and diſpen— 
Catjons of God, to render the belief of a fu- 


ture lite the general belief of the Fewiſh na- 


tion: with the exception of the Saddlucce,, 
a ſect which, as L Joſephus informs us, was 
[HARE up of a a few, rich, yes! and vo- 


AN Gendlng ili. 13. Xii. 8 ” tiddenels all 
9. „„ ti. $ Pſalm 
vi. 10, II. Daniel ii. 2. 13. 


+ See Antiq. Jud. 1, 18. c. 1. ſ. 3 and l. 13. c. 18. 
and l. 18. c. 2. and De Bello Jud. 1 N 13 


luptu- 


N . 

Sy F a J 4 4 * 

2 111 ¾ w ᷣßßß.ß. ß ̃ ̃ ., , ̃ V; ̃⅛ß1wM̃ ĩ˙ —ve]1ÿñům e.. 2 2 
«Kg d / , ĩð K a Ce TEN Ap, 2 


The Evidences for a Juture State. 455 


luptuous men. And they uſing this world 
in a manner, which they were conſcious 
would not yield a good account in another 


ſtate, denied a reſurrection; as they appre- 
hended this, if it took place, would intro- 


duce them to condemnation. The young 
rich man who conſulted our Lord was in 
| different ſentiments ; and in believing a fu- 
ture ſtate of recompences, and an immortal 

exiſtence of the righteous, he had not only 
the concurrence of much the greater part of 


his own nation, but of perſons of all * ages 


countries, and religions, with a very few 


exceptions. 
The un iverſality of this perſuaſion is is it- 


ſelf a good preſumpiion that it is true; Tor 
it ſhow s the expectation and deſire to be na- 
tural; and all our natural en pectations and 


deſires have certainly correſpon dent objects 
provided for them, by the infinitely wiſe 
and benevolent Author of our frame. 13d 


God our Maker deſigned that we ſhould 
die like the beajts, he Wold have made us 


like them, zhoughtleſs and unapprebenfive 


of any ſtate after death; and we {hovld have 
felt and diſcovered no m-re concern about 


it than they do. Every other natural de- 
ſire we find provided by our Creator with 
e The ente of hunger and 


* A Animas 8 conſen ig Nationum 
| Ouniun. Cicer. Luc. Qu. 1 To 
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thir > meet With abundant ſup plies in the 
world around us. The deſires 5 beauty and 


novelty „are highly. and abundantly, gratified, 


in;t the grand and. beautiful world which we 
inhabit, gas the defires' of geem may be, by 
vhs; "approbation and, favour, which, natu- 
follow great and good actions. It 
would then be very ſtrange indeed, if when 
gur wiſe and kind Creator had made ll 


ralſ' 


proviſion, for gratifying. the, leſs important 


: Jefies and expectations of the human mind, 
he ſhould have made zone for the more ex- 
ccllent and important, but have determined 
us naturally and irreſiſtibly to ſend our 
thoughts and deſires to a more perfect and 

laſting ſtate, for which he yet never deſign- 


-0J us. As all men therefore, of all ages 
and nations, from the polite nd. improved 


| Chineſe or Greek, down to the ſavage Indian 


or Hettentt, have agreed in the apprehen- 


ſion of a future ſtate, and in the debre of 2 


future happy exiſtence; and the deſire and 
expeCtation cannot indeed be. ſeparated from 


a rational being, capable of lopkipg into fu- 
turity; we 2 8 5 reaſon conclude, that our 
Maker deſigned us for this future ſtate; and 


that our molt; important concern and inquiry 
muſt be, what ſhall we do : that it may prone 
happy to vs. 
ic you would be more. fully "gogyiniced 
of this Moſt SPOON: truth, be Pleated 
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o eco me in the following A : 
—— (IN 55 . 
When we lock into our minds we 
and defrres of knowledge and truth, which | 
cannot be in any degree ſatisfied in "this life, 
deſires and capacities almoſt infinite, which 
prevent our reſting in any preſent diſcove- 
ries, and ſtill intent upon making new. The 
more truths we have diſcovered, the more 
our faculties are improved and inlarged, 
and the more truths ſtill we are qualified 
to diſcover and enjoy. The works of God, 
which fill an unbounded univerſe, are we 
ſee ſufficient to gratify our boundleſs deſires, ; 
with a conſtant ſupply of objects, great, 
beautiful and new. And were we to live 
forever, tis evident we might be furniſhed 
with cantinual entertainment and improve- 


ment to eternity. 
But although we are Tenne with pos 


large deſires and capacities of knowledge and 
truth, how little do we enjoy, in compari- 

ſon of what we are conſcious our minds 

have capacities for enjoying. Educated 
amidſt errors and prejudices, diverted from 
the purſuits of knowledge, by the cares and 
pleaſures of the animal life, and incloſed 


within fleſhly bodies, which allow us to be 
converſant only with the ſurfaces of things 
—— The minute particles, which conſtitute 


the various natures and qualities of bodies, 


and in HeTorming and moving which the 


Divine 
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their fineneſs, eſcape the notice of our pre- 
ſent groſs organs. We are confined alſo to 


this little ſpot of earth, which, in compa- 


riſon of the viſible univerſe, is but as a grain 
of ſand compared to our earth. We find 


that our ſpirits are capable and deſirous of 
knowing and admiring the laws, according 


to which the Almighty moves and actuate, 
the various worlds that roul around us; and 


the wonders of his ſkill and power and be- 
nevolence, to be obſerved in the infinitely 


various creatures and productions which fil 


them but for this our preſent ſetuation, 
and the de of our lives diſable us. 

Certainly then, the all-wiſe Father of our 
9 irits would not have formed us with ſuch 
e deſires of knowledge and truth, 
and apprehenſive of ſcenes and objects, which 
would fully gratify them to eternity, had he 


not intended that they ſhould be. gratified, 
As our capacities of knowledge are muci 
too big for the preſent ſtate alone, we are 
certainly deſigned for another; and as the- 
large and noble deſires and capacities 0l 


knowledge can only be filled in eternity, 


our Creator made us for an eternal life. And 
if we now cultivate a diſpoſition for enjoying 
intellectual ſatisfactions, and prefer theſe to 
merely animal and brutiſh pleaſures, we may 


with reaſon: hope, that a moſt / and be- 


nevolent Creator, WhO hath formed us for Þþ 


enjoying 


o 


| I enjoying theſe, will Rs us in the en- 
3 e 


| 7 - Again, upon reflection we find, that we 


are formed with a largeneſs and Jordvolench 


| 2 of ſoul, which intereſt us in the good of 


every rational being with whom we are ac- 


i 3 quainted, and quality us to receive an in- 


2 creaſe of ſatisfaction from every one, whom 
wee ſee wile and good and happy. This large 


the unbounded goodneſs of the great Father 
> of ſpirits, it muſt therefore be his will that 
we cultivate it, and the cultivation will cer- 
tainly render us acceptable to him, and the 
more we cultivate it, the more acceptable 
we ſhall become. This largeneſs of heart, 


is not in this life gratified to a thouſandth 
part of what we ſee it might. The great 
abundance of folly, vice and wretchedneſs, 
mn the preſent mixt ſtate of diſcipline and 
trial, diſappoint us of theſe ſatisfactions, 

4 which this goodneſs of heart is deſigned to 


pain. And imperfectly benevolent as we 

are, we cannot but earneſtly wiſh, and hope 
to ſee the honeſt and friendly among man- 
kind, more advantageouſly ſituated for vir- 
tue and happineſs; and we readily con- 
clude, that the God who hath formed us 
to defire and hope this, and who is bimſelf 
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benevolence of ſoul is a faint reſemblance of 
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though a diſpoſition ſo worthy and amiable, 


give us, and often make it an occaſion of 


infinite in wiſdom, power and benignity, 
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will certainly bring. all honeſt and friendly | 
ſpirits to fich a ſtate; wherein the generous 
Gi by which we reſemble him ſhall 


affe 


find Full. atisfaction i in prevailing | virtue, 
friendſhip and happineſs. 

Farther, we conclude with reaſon, Ki 
| the boundleſs extent of the univerſe, that 
mankind, in regard. to the reſt. of God's mo- 
ral creation, bear not the proportion of one 


to a million; and that the innumerable. 
worlds which roul in the ſtarry heavens, 


are like our earth filled with rational ioha- 
bitants, in whoſe good we ſhould naturally 
| Intereſt ourſelves, and in whoſe virtue and 
happineſs, could we become acquainted with 
them, we might be in a manner infinitely 
bleſſed. While we dwell in bodies of fleſh, 
and are confined to this globe, we are neceſ- 
ſarily excluded from theſe divine ſatisfac- 
tions, of which our infinitely beneficent 
Creator hath made us Be. apprehen- 
five and deſirous. Had it not been intended 
that we ſhould ſome time or other enjoy 
theſe, he would not have ſo formed us, 
that ſuch. apprehenſions and deſires ſhould 
naturally arile within us; nor can our cul- 


tivating a reſemblance to the Deity, i in an 
unlimited benevolence of heart, be our pu- 
uiſoment; Which yet 1 it would prove in ſome. 


degree, were it never to be properly grati- 
fied, We may therefore chearfully culti- 
vate this love to mankind, and open our 

hearts 
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hearts to comprehend the good, of God's 
whole, moral creation, affured, that though 
we cannot fill this noble capacity with its 


proper ha pineſs i in the preſent ſtate, we are 


deſigned for another; wherein we ſhall find 
ourſelves members of the whole family of 
God, inhabiting the heavens as well as the 


earth, diſtant worlds as well as near, and 
be bleſt ourſelves in all the good they en- 


joy, in all the infinite communications of . 
bleſſedneſs, which they will be forever re- 


ceiving, from the boundleſs ocean of bed 
inteiligence and happineſs. 
For finally, we are conſcious that we are 


firmed to be ſupreamly bleſſed in the know= 
ledge and love of God, the greateſt and beſt | 


of . beings. Our eſteem and love of created 
excellence lead us on to enquire after, to 


venerate and delight in, the infinite uncre- 
ated excellence. And the ſatisfactions which 
we poſſeſs in the converſations, works, cha- 
racers, and friendſhip of the wiſe and good, 


ſatisfactions which riſe in proportion to their 
eminence in theſe qualities, naturally lead 


us to, ſeek and enjoy far ſuperior ſatisfac- 
tions in the knowledge and /ove of God infi- 


nitely wiſe, and beneficent, and in a good 


hope of his favour. At preſent we have 
only a glimpſe of the Divine excellencies and 
works; and but rarely and faintly taſte the 
ſatisfaCtions of veneration, love, gratitude, 
and W in God, in compariſon to what 

| we 
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we feels our fouls cadiibitahe) to Mey. Out 
groſs fleſhly bodies hide God from the view 
of our minds, and permit us to ſee barely 
the outſide of his works, and of a very ſmal] 
part of theſe. The appetites and wants of 


our animal bodies detain us for a great part 
of life, from the purſuit of theſe ſatisfac- 
tions, and render our poſſeſſion of them at 


beſt very ſhort and imperfect. And we can 


ſeldom, by clear and fixed meditation on the 


perfections and works of God, excite corre- 
ſpondent affections of admiration and love. 
In the preſent ſtate alſo we know ſo little of 


the Divine defigns and diſpenſations, that 
dark clouds, and puzzling doubts and difficul- 
ties attend our meditations; and create to us 


pain and perplexity in thoſe exerciſes, which 


were originally intended to give us divine 


entertainments. If we are here on our trial 


for another ſtate, wherein they who ſur- 


mount theſe difficulties, and in oppoſition to 
them cultivate a prevailing affection to the 
Deity, concern to pleaſe him, and value for 
his favour, ſhall! become bleſſed in the per- 

fection of devotion : this conſtitution is alſo 
evidently right. - And by ſtruggling againſt 
and overcoming theſe difficulties,” we may 
qualify ourſelves for higher degrees of the 
Divine favour, and to become more bleſ- 
ſed in clear and extenſive views of the Cre- 
ator's perfect ions and works, in exalted ado- 


ration, love and devotednel, and in a tranſ- 


porting 
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porting ſenſe of his full acceptance. But 
were our acquaintance with this infinitely 


perfect Being, and with his works, to end 


forever at death, would not ſo wiſe and 


good a Father have made it eaſier for us to 


acquire the knowledge and love of himſelf, 
and to enjoy ſatisfactions herein, ſome way 
proportionate to the noble capacities with 
which he hath formed us? As we are 
therefore evidently made to know and love 
God, and with faculties for attaining a ſu- 


pream bleſſedneſs in him; with good rea- 


ſon we conclude, that we Were made for 
another ſtate, more favourable to our fully 
enjoying this felicity. And fince the per- 


fections and works of God being zufinite, 
will fully employ our ſtudy, admiration and 


other devout affections to endleſs ages, we 
alſo with reaſon conclude ourſelves made for 


cternal life, and reſolve to cultivate a ſu- 


pream love to the Deity. And although 


; the diſtractions, errors, doubts and dark- 
| neſs, attending the preſent ſtate, will allow 


us to know. but little of this infinitely perfect 
Being, and to l him Jeſs, in proportion to 
his excellence, and the capacity of our own 
rational powers, yet may we rejoice in the 
aſſured hope, of ſoon ſeeing him as he is *, 
and of dwelling in his prefence, where is 
69.357 | 


21 John iii. 2. 


F fulneſs , 
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fulneſs of joy, and at bis right hand, where 


are pleaſures for evermore *. 


Thus the noble, and continually inlarging 


faculties of the human mind, which qualify 
it for making improvements in knowledge, 
goodneſs, devotion, and felicity to eternity, 
compared with the perfections and works of 
the Creator, juſtify the ſuppoſition in the 
text, that men are deſigned for an eternal 
life, and ſhould determine us to live worthy 
ſo glorious a hope; and to be mainly con. 
cerned while we live here, to cultivate thoſe 
diſpoſitions, which are the qualifications for 


being happy to eternity, in employments 


and pleaſures of this kind, if indeed we are 
happy forever. * : 
Some other proofs, ſupplied by reaſon, of 
this moſt important truth, I ſhall offer to 
your thoughts in the next diſcourſe. 


* Pſalm xvi. 11. 
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Mank x. 17. 


Aud when be Was. gone forth into 1 Way 
there came one running, and Fneeled to 


um, and aſked bim, Good maſter, what hal : 


Ta that 1 may inherit eternal Yes: 


Am. illuſtrating the. following, nt 


obſervation contained in this queſtion. 

I. Tis ſuppoſed by it as an acknowledged 
trot, that we are made for eternal life. 
The inquirer does not aſk Jeſus; whether 


men were deſigned for immortality ; but 
taking this for granted, he inquires what he 


muſt do that he might obtain the happi- 
neſs of an everlaſting ſtate. That this was 
a rational ſuppoſition has been proved, by its 
being the common belief of mankind in all 
ages. The univerſality of the expectation 
and deſire, proves them to be natural; and 
with reaſon we conclude, that a moſt wiſe 
end good Creator intended, that every na- 

II h tural 
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tural deſire and expectation of his creatures 
ſhould be gratified, and eſpecially the moſt 
excellent; and he therefore intended us for 
immortality. The noble and perpetually im- 
proving capacities of the human mind, 
which qualify us for advancing in knowledge, 
goodneſs and devotion to eternity, are alſo 
1trong aſſurances given us by our moſt wiſe 
and benevolent Creator, that he deſigned us 
for an eternal life. We with reaſon con- 
clude, that the Maker of the eye deſigned it 
for /eeing, becauſe we can obſerve, that its 
ſeveral coats, humours and muſcles are adap- 
ted to anſwer this ule, And with like evi- 
dence we can infer, that God made the hu- 
man mind for eternal improvements in 
knowledge, goodneſs, devotion and felicity; 
fince he hath formed it with facuities for 
theſe improvements, and introduced it into 
an univerſe, which will furniſh it with ſuit- 
able objects to eternity. A wiſe Being cer- 
| tainly nows and intends what he effects, and 
certainly deſigned that end, for anſwering 
which he with great {kill /uzred his produc 
tions; eſpecially when this end is by far the 
moſt excellent and worthy, which theſe pro- 
ductions are capable of anſwering. The 


| God therefore who made the human mind, 

with facultics for improving in perfection ; 
and happineſs forever, deſigned it to live 
forever; and the preſent lite is a ſtate of 
N py diſcipline, 
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diſcipline, in which we are to be trained for 


a following eternity. 


But we may take a ſomewhat different 
view of human life, which will offer us an- 
other proof, that we are made for a future 


ate, 


Experience aſſures us, that we are not 
only creatures capable of improvement, but 


| free creatures, who can approve our love 


and adherence to what 1s morally good and 


© amiable, amidſt temptations and difficulties; 
and who may deſerve well or ill while on 


this ſcene of trial, in which we find our- 
{elves converſant and exerciſed. And if our 
Creator hath made us capable of deſerving 


well or ill, and throughout the whole of the 


preſent life we are evidently on our trial ; 
we are certainly deſigned for another ſtats 
of retribution, and mult pals into it, and be 


wn treated in it. 


We are endowed with benevolent affec- 


tions, and formed to approve a kind and 


compaſſionate temper and conduct, and to 
diſapprove the contrary; to think the one 
deſerving favour and reward, and the other 
diſpleaſure and puniſhment. We can pur- 
ive the dictates of our natural benevolence, 
do good to others and delight in it. And 
we not only approve beneve/ence, but thoſe 
diſpoſitions and actions alſo which rea upon 
other accounts pronounces to be right and 


enable, and can cultivate and practiſe theſe. 
1 We 
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We can become grateful, reſigned and obe- 
dient to God, ſincere, equitable and faithful 


to men, and prefer aQtivg after this manner, 


before gratifying the inclinations, and ſecur— 


ing the intereſts of the merely animal and 


bodily life. As we naturally approve theſe 


diſpoſitions and actions, we with reaſon 


conclude, that the Author of our frame, 
who hath taught us to approve them, h:m- 
elf approves them, and wills that we ſhould 


act accordingly, and find our happineſs in 


this courſe. We endeavour then to become 


virtuous and pious, and to be happy in a 
—But through the 


life of virtue and piety- 
ſtrength of the animal e ee and paſ- 


ſions in general, and the peculiar force of 
ſome conſtitutional paſſion; and through 
the additional ſtrength given to theſe by 


_ early education and habit, and prevailing 


example; and this before we are properly 


capable of controuling or correcting them: 
we find it a Jong and difficult work to eſtab- 


liſh habits of virtue and piety. Life is a 


continual ſtruggle, and the many relapſes i in- 
to a temper and conduct, which upon re- 
flection we condemn, neceſſarily render our 
virtue and piety, and the ſatisfactions de- 
rived from theſe, very imperfect. If after 
this trial we are to enter upon another ſtate, 
the preſent ſtate is rightly ordered, and ap- 
pears. worthy the ſupream r ecti- 


tude and Soodneſs of our Maker; being 
adapted 
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adapted to exerciſe and improve us in vir- 
tue, and to qualify us for happineſs and re- 
ward. But otherwiſe, if God deſigned us 
to be happy in virtue and religion, which 
we conclude from his forming us to ap- 


prove theſe; were the ſatisfactions ariſin 


from them to be poſſeſt ſolely in this life, 


we cannot but infer, that he would have 


made it more eaſy to acquire theſe diſpo- 


ſitions, and have appointed the ſatisfactions 
ariſing from them to have been more com- 
pleat at preſent, if we were to expect no- 


thing hereafter. Would he have made us 
capable of the moſt worthy diſpoſitions, and 
_ obliged us to cultivate them; and yet have 
appointed the acquiſition to have been ſo 
difficult and imperfect, that we ſhould have 
little encouragement to labour in it; encou- 

ragement no way correſponding to the dif- 

ficulty of the work, and the infinite munifi- 


cence of the Sovereign! All our imperfec- 


tions conſidered, a virtue cheriſhed and 


eſtabliſhed amidſt ſuch oppoſition, may be 


more worthy a reward, than a more com- 


pleat rectitude, amidſt circumſtances. much 
more favourable. Is it not then with good 


reaſon concluded, that as our Creator deſigned 
us to become happy in virtue and piety, and 


we are unavoidably prevented from attain- 
ing ſo uniform and exalted a piety, and ſo 
ſteddy and extenſive a rectitude of temper. 


and conduct, as wauld render us happy in 
| Hh 3 the 
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the preſent life, to a degree worthy the be- 


nevolence of our Maker and Sovereign; 


he hath defigned us for a following ſtate of 


retribution, in which our /incerity ſhall be 
rewarded, by our being freed from all the 
hindrances to our proficience, and becom- 


ing completely bleſſed in the perfection of 


virtue and piety? 


Having taken a brief view of ſome proofs 


which our mental frame ſupplies, that we 
are made for immortality ; let us next, 


II. Reflect upon the diſpen/ations of Grd 


towards men, which during this life are in- 


tirely agrecable to a ſtate of trial, but no 


of ünal retribution ; and we may - Trang 


thence draw a good proof, that we ſhall ſur- 


vive the grave, and may live forever, and 
Forever receive from the unbounded munifi- 
cence of God, the rewards of virtue and 


obedience approved | in the preſent ſtate, 
There is no more certain concluſion, from 


the perfect wiſdom, righteouſneſs and good- 
Neſs of God, the moral Governor of man- 


kind, than that he delights in and will ap- 


prove perſons, in proportion to the degrees 


of their moral rectitude, and be diſpleaſed 
with them in proportion as vicious and itre- 


ligious diſpolitions prevail. If God approve 


himſelf as perfectly holy and good, he will 


approve his rational and free creatures, in 


proportion to- their proficiency in holineſs 


and — and being Almighty, O mni- 


preſent, 
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reſent, and the Governor of the world, he 
will not fail of giving proper marks of his 
approbation or diſpleaſure. And what can 
theſe be, other than making the pious and 
virtuous happy in proportion to their good 
_ deſerts, and the vicious wretched in propor- 
tion to their viciouſneſs? This reaſoning 
appears clear and concluſive. And yet when 
we conſult fact and experience, we ſhall not 
find this exact proportion of happineſs to 
virtue and piety, or of miſery to vice, taking 
place univerſally during the preſent life. We 
therefore conclude, that the preſent is a ſtate 
of trial, and that it will be followed with 
another ſtate for man, which will prove a 
ſtate of exact retribution. The approbation 
or diſapprobation of an all-wife and almig 
ty Being, who liveth and reigneth forever, 
muft certainly produce their ; proper eitects 
one time or other, 
God hath indeed, by the. natural tenden- 
cy of religion and virtue to produce inward 
ſatisfaction, health of body, and vigour of 
mind, and to procure for us the eſteem, 
friendſhip and good offices of others, ſhown 
his approbation of them. And by * 2 
tural ill eſects of vice and impiety on the 
tempers, characters, health and external cir- 
cumſtances of men, the Author of nature 
hath ſhown his 4% probation of theſe. But 
then it ſhould bs obſerved, that in the pre- 
ſent ſtate, we not only de pong for happi- 
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neſs principally upon God, and upon af. 


elves, but alſo upon the temperament of our 
bodies, and by theſe on the material world, 
as well as upon mankind, the good and the 


bad. And farther, by the /oc:al affections, 


and by the fies of blood and the like, we be- 


come greatly dependent upon other men, 
who are far from purſuing regularly and 


univerſally the deſigns of the Creator. 
If a pious and virtuous perſon therefore 


bath derived from his parents a ic con- 


ſlitution, of which we have inſtances innu- 


merable, or by ſome accident or other hath 
had his health deſtroyed, notwithſtanding all 

his benevolence, temperance and piety, he 
muſt ſtruggle with continual pains, his ſpi - 


Tits will be generally low, and his mind often 


overſpread with melancholy; and he will 
thus be deprived of that ſerenity and vigour 


of mind, that eaſe and health of body, and 


thoſe cheat ful hopes, which, but for this 


original bad conſtitution, or this unavoidable 
accident, his virtue and piety were adapted 
to give him; and the other ſatisfactions 
ſpringing from a right conduct, will to him 


be alſo much %% ſenſible and lively. While 


on the other hand we fee many, through 


the advantages of an originally ſeund and vi- 
gorous conſtitution, notwithſtanding their vi- 


ces, enjoying chearful health and ſpirits ; 
and amidft an affluence of external gratifi- 
cations, ſtrangers to thoſe ſorrows which the 

other 
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other feels, and evading the reproaches of 


their own minds, and _y other deſerved ; 


puniſhments. 


Again, although juſtice, integrity and * 
nevolence naturally conciliate general eſteem 
and affection, and give noble inward ſatiſ- 
faction, yet the follies, vices and wretched- 
neſs of children, or of other near relations, 
the injuſtice, ingratitude and perverſeneſs of 
perſons, among whom a good man's lot may 
be caſt, the tyranny of princes, the oppreſ- 


ſions of magiſtrates, or the degeneracy, ca- 


lamities and ruin of his country, will in ſpite 


of his virtues render him greatly unhappy; 


and the more ſo, for his having cheriſhed 
| thoſe tender and generous affections, which 
are the honour of the human heart. While 
ſelfiſhneſs, thoughtleſſneſs, wealth and 
power, joined with artifice, and counte- 
nanced by flattery and meanneſs of ſpirit on 

the ſide of others, will exempt wicked men 

from many of thoſe afflictions, and perhaps 


make the ballance incline to their fide as to 
preſent enjoyment, againſt the afflicted men 


of virtue; or will at leaſt prevent the one 
from being happy in this life, in proportion 
to his virtue and good deſert, and the other 
rom being wretched, in proportion to his 


And not to multiply inſtances, a pious 
and judicious man, who cultivates juſt and 


and 


474 Farther Evidences fer a future State, 
and a right temper towards him, althouzh 


he thus enjoys ſome of the beſt mental plea- 
| fares, yet if duly concerned for the divine 


= honour, he oppoſes popular ſuperſtitions and 


corruptions of religion; the more heartily he 
is engaged in this good work, the more una. 


 fineſs muſt he feel, from the /:7t/e ſucceſs at. 


tending his pions endeavours. Very often 


= ſuperſtitious, with reproaches, perſecutions and 
= death. Whereas perſons deſtitute of rea! 
piety, accommodating themſelves to prevail. 
ing errors and corruptions, ſwim down the 
ſtream of popular favour, riches and plez- 
ſure, and triumph in the ruin of the in- 

: flexibly pious and virtuous. The provi- 
dence of God ſcems purpoſely to have per- 
mitted ſome of the 6% men, while they 


to be oppreſt and murdered by ſome of the 


vince then, that the full rewards of religion 


this life, but in another 
virtue, and of proſperous implety and wick- 


fect, with the honeſt and conſiderate in all 
ages, and been regarded and urged by them 
as ſtrong proofs of a future Rate, and tney 


amount "20 a moral. demonſtration... For as 
| if 
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were ſupporting the cauſe of true religion, 


worſt, that ſuch events might direct the 
thoughts of men to a future Rate, and con- 


and integrity, were not to be expected in 
And theſe caſes of ſaffering piety and 


edneſs, have. generally produced this ef⸗ 
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Farther Evidences for a future State. 475 
it is an evident truth, that under the govern- 
ment of Infinite Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs, happineſs muſt be diſpenſed in 


proportion to virtue and piety, and miſery, 
to wickedneſs and impiety; if this propor- 


tion does not univerſally take place in the 


preſent life, 'tis certain there will be another 


life for men wherein it will. Since then 
death deſtroys not the ſoul, but as one 2 imple 5 


individual conſcious being, it is naturally 2 
diſſoluble and immortal, and the rewards 
granted in another ſtate to an approved pie- 


ty and virtue, will not be determined by the 


imperfection of theſe, but by the :nfloite 
riches and munificence of the Supreme Go- 


vernour, who delights to make his Creatures 


happy to the full of their capacities: tis not 


only certain, that there is a future life and 
reward appointed for the good, but highly 
probable that this life is eternal, and that the 
reward and bleſſedneſs will be commenſurate 
with it. It was not, therefore, without 


good reaſon that the young ruler proceeded 


on this ſuppoſition, and addreſſed this im- 


2 queſtion to our Lord, what he mf 
„ if be would inherit eternal life. 
28 me conclude with making one re- 


flection upon this firſt abforoation: And 


have we, my friends, ſuch fatisfying evi- 
dences in the frame of our ſouls, and in the 
preſent diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 
as well as expreſs Her nur, from divine re- 

velation, X 


476 Farther Evidences for a future State, 
velation, that we are made for another ſtate, 


for eternal hfe? Let us ſeriouſly aſk our. 
ſelves, whether we have lived as expectants 
of a future eternal life? A little conſiders. 
tion will convince us, that the whole of this 


world, could we enjoy it for ten thouſand 


years, is but a 7rife for value, and the poſ. 


ſeſſion of it would be but as a moment for 
duration, compared with Lie everlaſting; 
and with a bleſſedneſs ariſing from the ig). 
eft improvement of our nature, which will 


alſo be everlaſting. We ſee that we muſt 


ſoon die out of this world, and can carr 


nothing of it with us; and that in death, 
all the wealth and pleaſure of it will be to 
us as if they had never been. When there- 


fore we muſt enter the everlaſting ſtate, 
which, according to our prevailing temper 
and conduct, will be unto us a ſtate of 
everlaſting life and happineſs, or of utter 


deſpair and remedileſs deſtruction ; what 


ſhall we then think to have been of import- 
ance to us? What, but to have cultivated 


that ſupreme love unto God, and that good- 
neſs and charity to men, and to have prac- 
tiled thoſe ſeveral virtues and good actions, 


which naturally qualify the mind for the 


pleaſures of angels, and by the gracious pro- 


miſe of God give a title to everlaſting blei- 


ſedneſs ? But hath this been our temper 


Have not ſome of us hitherto given al/ ou: 
ſerwus concern, and inguſtrieus application, 
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happy in the love of God and in goodneſs? 


Have ſome preſent ever ſeriouſly conſidered 


the import of everlaſting life and bleſſed- 


neſs, and heartily reſolved to ſecure them? 
If they have not, can they bear to continue 


one day longer, a conduct fo monſtrouſly 


unreaſonable ? Or will they be able to bear 
in death, or after it, thoſe piercing reflec- 
tions, thoſe deſerved ſelf-reproaches, and 
that torturing deſpair of everlaſting life and 
felicity, which the having facrificed them 


to the intereſt of a ſhort life, and to the 


gratifications of a dying body, muſt Ho- 


duce ? 


Have we 58 en in fome degree, 
but with a concern ar below its worth, 
content with a formal ſpiritleſs religion, 


while the ardor of our concern, affections, 


and endeavours, hath been directed to the 


intereſts or pleaſures of the preſent hie? Do 


we often ſacrifice opportunities for improve- 
ment in real devotion, and preparing our- 
ſelves for the joys of the Divine Preſence, 
to the amuſements of a thoughtleis indo- 
lence or ſenſuality, or to the purſuits of a 
Teſtleſs avarice ? Do we facrifice opportuni- 


ties Jer laying up treaſures in heaven by a 
generous 


Farther Evidences for a future State. 477 
to the intereſts and pleaſures of this ſhort 
life, with the negle& of eternity, and 
chargeable with the folly and guilt of con- 

tracting thoſe ſenſual, worldly, and inordi- 
nate paſſions, which diſqualify us for paß 
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generous charity, to ſupporting an empty 

ſhow, or to the demands of an inſatiable 

covetouſneſs ? Do we attend to the ſalvation 
of our ſouls as a concern of little import- 

ance, but to the intereſts and pleaſures of 2 

tranſitory life, as the one thing needful? And 

Sirs, is this really to live as the heirs of 
eternal life, as perſons who have infinite in- 
'- tereſts in the next ſtate, which may be loſt 
by negligence, but ſecured by a ſerious di- 
ligence, a fervent piety, and an active be- 
neficence ? You think it right to labour, and 
be in earneſt for the meat which periſheth, 
and will you not do the ſame, that you 
may make the neceſſary proviſion for efer- 
nal life? Is ſuch a faint application as yours to 
the improving your minds, and the pleaſiog | 
| God, fit to be rewarded with eternal life ? 
Can you ſcriouſly hope it? 

Reſolve therefore, that you will cheriſh, 
by daily ſerious devotion in ſecret, and by 
a devout attendance on the publick inſti- 
tutions of religion, a warm and habitual 
picty, as you hope to be bleſt in the per- 
fect love of God in heaven; and that you 
will chearfully and faithfully diſcharge the 
duties of your various relations, and do what 
good you can, as perſons who aſpire to the 
never-ending rewards of diligence and fide- 
lity. And that you will make it your great 
and conſtant concern to regulate your pal- 


ſions, correct the vices of your tempers, 
2 ang 
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and improve in goodneſs, integrity, meek- 
neſs, patience, charity, in moderation to this 


world, and in a diſpofition for the pleaſures 
of the mind, as becomes perſons who would 


be found meet to join the ſociety of angels 
and kindred ſpirits, and to be bleſſed for ever 


with them, in diſintereſted friendſhip, un- 
bounded benevolence, and divine love raiſed 


to perfection. You muſt act thus, if you 


will behave as becomes rational and immor- 
tal beings; for neither reaſon nor revelation 


allows you to expect that you ſhall obtain 


everlaſting happineſs in any other way. And 


1 is more certain, than that we muſt 

4 be found meet for heaven, if we would en- 
75 it; and /abour in the wort of the Lord, 

if we would receive the reward of OW 

lie. Of this I ſhall endeavour fully 

FE convince you in treating the ſecond ober- 

vation on the text. 


May a gracious God make what hath 


been now offered effectual, to excite us all 


to live as the heirs of everlaſting lite and 


q bleſſedneſs! Amen. 
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SERMON XIX. 


of the Neceſtity there is | that we 


do the Work of God. 


Manx x. 17. 


And when he was gone forth into the aa), 


There came one running, and kneeled to him, 
and aſked him, Good Maſter, what Ault 
40 rat Imay interit eternal life? 


\F ſeveral important truths, which this 


| hiſtory, as given us by the Evangeliſts, 


offers to our thoughts, I ropes © to conſi- 
der and illuſtrate three. 


I. Tis ſuppoſed in the queſtion as an ac- 


knowledged truth, that we are made for 
eternal /zfe, The reaſonablenef of this ſup- 
poſition J ſhowed in the preceding diſ- 


courſes, by various obſervations on the /ram? 


of our minds, and on the preſent diſpenſa- 
| tions of Divine Providence, | I ſhall nom 


proceed to the 
II. Tis alſo evidently implied i in the queſ- 


tion, and plainly N in our r Lord 8 47 
| Wer 
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fuer to it, that ſomething is to be done by us, 


if we would inherit eternal life, That we 


muſt work the work of God, before we can, 
with any reaſon, hope to be thus rewarded, 
and become in our diſpoſition gual:fied to en- 


| joy an heavenly and immortal life, before 
we can be admitted to poſſeſs it. What Muſe 
Ide that I may inherit eternal life? 


There have been perſons who would fain 


B perſuade themſelves and others, that nothing 


was to be done in order to attain eternal life 
and bleſſedneſs. That it would be a leſſen- 
ing the riches of the Divine Grace, if, in con- 
ferring the greateſt favours, everlaſting life 
and bleſſedneſs in heaven, God made a diſ- 


4 tinction between the grateful, the pious and 
© obedient, and the ungrateful, lazy, ſenſual 
and wicked; that is, if he acted with 207, 


dm as well as with goodneſs, But ſuch 
perſons neither anderſtand the nature of the 
divine benignity, nor of human happineſs. 

The goodnejs of the Supreme Parent and 
Governor is a perfection, which determines 
him to confer his favours and gifts in ſuch 
a manner as will moſt promote the im- 
provement and holineſs of his rational crea- 
tures, and the general good of his moral 


creation. Gratitude, love, and devotedneſs 


bY. 


8-2 Exod, xxxiv. 9 7. -Plal: Ixxiii; I, Rom. ii. 4. 


to God, a prevailing love of virtue or moral 
rectitude, and a fixed e to do good, 


1 aud 


482 Of the  Neceſſuy there is 
and delight in it, are at the fame time the 
perfection of rational creatures, and the ſource 
of their nobleſt ſatisfactions. Could it be 
ſuppoſed, then, that God would confer his 
moſt valuable favours, and eſpecially the 
greateſt of all, eternal life, -a/1ke upon the 
ungrateful and vicious, and the . and 
virtuous; would he not thus encourage diſ- 
poſitions which produce great miſery to his 
rational creatures, and diſcourage their cul- 
tivation of what conſtitutes their higheſt hap- 
pineſs! But this, as it would be producing 
general miſchief, is a conduct which can 
never with truth be aſcribed to the Supreme 


and Allwiſe Goodneſs. 


And the perfons who would have the 
Deity proceed after this manner, as little 
underſtand the nature of frue happineſs, 
which conſiſts in the knowledge and love 
of God, in our imitation of his rectitude 
and benevolence, in becoming juſt objeds 
of the Divine approbation and of our OWN, 
and in conſtantly enjoying a ſenſe of the 
Divine favour, and the other joys of an ap- 
_ proving conſcience. . They might therefore 
as well pretend, that a rational « creature can 
be happy without the immediate capacity, 
and the objects of enjoyment, as that he 
might be happy bout acquiring that tem- 
per, and praCtifing thoſe virtues which pre- 
pare the mind for poſſeſſing the beſt plea- 
fures, and immediately beftow them; diſ- 

an 
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politions, which, when they are raiſed to 
their higheſt improvement, and when we 
are moſt advantageouſly ſituated for exer- 
ciſing them to perfection in the world of 
immortality, will render us compleatly and 
for ever bleſſed. Perſons may enjoy large 
meaſures of external and bodily gratifications, 
without virtue or religion; but theſe conſti- 


tute not the happineſs of a rational and im- 


mortal being. This muſt ariſe from the 
beſt exerciſe of his moral powers upon ob- 
jects ſuited to them, and from the peculiar 


favour of the Deity, conſequent upon this 
eight temper and conduct. The young ruler 


therefore concluded, that he muſt do ſome- 


| thing, it he would inherit eternal life, and 


even make it his principal buſineſs. And 


our Divine Maſter, by his anſwer, confirm- 
ed this juſt apprehenſion : Thou neweſt the 


commandments, do not commit adultery, do 
not kill, do not ſteal, do not bear falſe wit- 
neſs, honour thy father and thy mother, and 
thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

As this is a truth of the utmoſt import- 
ance, and on our full and ſteady perſuaſion 


of it depends the chearful and perſevering 
practice of what is really neceſſary to our 


obtaining eternal life, I ſhall confirm the 
doctrine by arguments drawn from the na- 
ture of the human ſoul, from God's method of 


treating us in the preſent life, from the va. 


Pure of the preſent ſtate, as a Nate of proba 
] 1 2 | tion, 
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tion, and from the nature of the bleſſedneſs 
which will be enjoyed in the world. of life 


fy and immortality. 


I. This truth, that our final happineſs ” 
wilt depend upon what we now do, and muſt 

be ſecured by a conſtant courſe of well-doing, 
is evident from the nature of the human foul. 


_ Our mental faculties are not given to us in a 


ſtate of maturity, but by cultivation and ex- 


erciſe are to be raiſed to this ſtate, We are 


formed alſo to become happy in a#7on, but 
not in a// ſorts of action, ſince the produce 
of ſome actions is ſhame and miſery. Tis 
therefore evident that we muſt act right, if 
we would be happy. We have underſtand- 
ings capable of the exalted pleaſures of 
knowledge and truth; but in order to poſ- 
ſe ourſelves of theſe pleaſures, we muſt 
accuſtom ourſelves to meditation, attentive 
reading, and obſervation, muſt reflect upon 
_ ourſelves, ſtudy the works of God, conſult 
the knowing and wiſe in their books or con- 
verſation, and the like: otherwiſe, by our 
intellectual faculties capable of divine plea- 
ſures, we ſhall yet enjoy little more of them 
than the brutes. We are born alſo with 
benevolent afft ctions and active powers, 
which, under the direction of prudence and 
benevolence, will give us the noble ſatis- 
factions of conſcious goodneſe, deſerved eſ- 
teem, and a juſt ſelf-approbation. Yet, un- 
less, by Proper exerciſes, we wif wade our 
: | rational 
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rational and active powers, and qualify our- 


ſelves to become uſeful to others, and by 
a repetition of kind actions, eſtabliſh a gene- 


rous diſpoſition, promote the good of others, 
and deſerve their eſteem; we can no more 


enjoy theſe godlike ſatisfactions, than we 


can enjoy the pleaſure of the light without 


opening our eyes upon it, or of s 
food, without eating it. 


Would we know the ſatisfactions of a 
ſtrong and vigorous mind; we muſt ſtrength- 

en our minds by proper exerciſes of conſi- 
deration, reſolution, and right acting. Would 
we know the ſatisfactions of a mind clear 


and calm, and of moderate paſſions; we 


muſt by proper reflections and reſtraints mo- 
derate our paſſions, and accuſtom them to 
be ſubmifſive to reaſon, 

In ſhort, all our improvements, Falb- 
enjoyments, valuable ſatisfactions and uſe- 


fulneſs, depend upon our forming good ha- 


bits; that is, upon long continued courſes 
of doing well in every kind. "Tis evident- 
ly, therefore, the intention of our Maker, 
that we ſhould become happy in this way; 
and that if we would be bleſſed in a future 
everlaſting ſtate, we muſt prepare ourſelves 
for happineſs, by cultivating and exerting 
aright our intellectual and moral powers in 
the preſent. What ſatisfactions can com- 


pare with thoſe, which are cauſed by a juſt 


ſelf-approbation, and by knowing ourſeives 
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approved of God? And what more ds 


than that we muſt cheriſh thoſe diſpoſitions, 
and perform thoſe actions to which our juſt 
ſelf-approbation is annexed, if we would 


enjoy this; as we muſt ſow if we would | 
reap *, or make a good piece of clock-work, 


if we would receive from good judges the - 


praiſe and reward of making it? 

The ſuppoſed xr ape of Chriſt's Rig "Rn 
ouſneſs will not help out the idle and vicious. 
For befides that, God will ſee us to be what 
we really are, and abhor us, if we are in 
our diſpoſitions the objects of his abhorrence, 
how much ſoever he approves the merit and 
Obedience of his Son; yea, for this very 
Reaſon, that he approves theſe.— Unleſs 


the imputation of another's eaſe and health, 
to a man tortured by the ſtone, or diſabled 
by the palſey, could give this perſon the 


pleaſures of health and vigour, while yet he 
continued rack d by the ſtone, or impotent 


through the palſey: the imputation, were it 


polfible, of the holineſs and devotion of 


Chriſt to them, cannot make theſe perſons 


happy in heaven, whoſe mental powers, by 
negligence and vicious practices, are diſabled 


for the! exerciſes of holineſs and devotion. 
Nor have theſe Perſons any room for hope, 


that God will reverſe the ſtanding laws of 


the moral conſtitution, and by a miracle i in 
their favour change their tempers, and qua- 


lify them for heaven: ſince 
5 Galatians vi. 7. 
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II. His method of treating us in the pre- 


"ſent hfe, and diſpenſing to us the beſt bleſs- 


ings of it, proves, that he can only delight in 
us and make us happy, according as we ex- 
ert and improve the powers which he hath 


given us, and uſe aright his bounties. The 


earth doth not yield to us the neceſſaries or 
accommodations of life without culture; nor 
are its productions formed into proper uten- 
ſils, inſtruments, or enjoyments, without 


the ſtudy and labour of men. Nor are per- 


ſons born poſe? of neceſſary or uſeful arts, 
but are left to acquire them by ſtudy, obſer- 
vation and practice, Stones mult be dug 


with labour out of the quarry, and with ſkill. 


and labour poliſhed; the trees with labour 
cut down, and their timber with labour 
and {kill divided, framed, and then put to- 
gether again, before we can have the pro- 
tection and convenience of houſes. The 
wool, filk, flax, or cotton, muſt, with like 
{kill and labour be prepared, ſpun and wove, 
before we can have beautiful and convenient 
clothing. What labour and art muſt men 
uſe with their fields, orchards, vineyards, 
and gardens, and with the productions of 
theſe, before we can enjoy nouriſhing and 
pleaſant bread, refreſhing liquors, or gene- 
rous wine. And the various arts, which 
contribute to the more elegant entertain- 
ments of life, ſuch as muſick, painting, 
ſtatuary, and the like, all require attentive 
114 ſtudy 


, _ " l 
_ RIG 5 > he Da WM " 2 > 
8 3 1 5 — n 2 oy — * 3 = . 
* L be 2 re 
— - a -. 


ee ene CR EEE OE MO Inn „ 
3 * * . * 
N 'S 


— *- - . N . A _—__—_ 
- * e - — : — 2 —— 
— * — 2 — K — i 


© oo Ede er bg 
ww Ds 

—— - 

3 — a . — 


1 SO. 
r 


Gems + —— — 
. $64 * Ws 
CORE a es ene 


An By 8 8 . ——_— ' 
. 
*. 8 


—＋— — 
— W A — 


iis 
117 # 
14 
41.7 4 
19.0 
1 
ut 


3 
— 
— . 


0 1 PX — 
F 


—— — 


* 1 22 . . _—_— 
r F. 
E 

* 4 — 


PP — 206 Hs ä — * 
— — . — mm 


488 of the Neceſſity. there is 


ſtudy and laborious exerciſe, hefare. we can 
maſter them, and produce their proper el-⸗ 
fects. 5 
And even where the Autbor of Nature, 
by appointing ſome perſons to be born to 
affluence, and enjoyments of various kinds, 
without Weit OWN care or providing, ſeems 
to have departed from this rule, not to 
obſerve even here, that this abundance was 
the fruit of the cares and labours of ſome 
other perſons, though not of the fortunate 
heir; if he would derive from theſe, ſatisfac- 
tions worth naming, he muſt, by pains and 
ſtudy, inrich his mind with valuable know- 
ledge, regulate and refine his paſſions, by 
temperance and exerciſe acquire and im- 
prove health of body and ſtrength of mind, 
and learn the art 6 uſing well abundance, 
in diſcovering and rewarding merit, relieving 
the neceſſitous, and doing good extenſive- 
ly, diſtinguiſhing the different natures and 
values of pleaſures, and preferring the moſt 
valuable, and the like, Otherwiſe, inſtead 
of deriving fiom his abundance honour and 
ſatisfaction, he will, by prodigality, intem- 
perance, and debauchcry, derive little more 
than ſurfeits, ſickneſſes, diſappointments, 
contempt, diſſatisfaction, and death, un- 
timely and unpitied. 
And if this be the kad; according to 
which the wiſe benevolence of the Deity if. 
penſes to men the leſs valuable enjoyments 


of 
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of the preſent ſtate; and if he requires from 
us, that we ſhould really do a great deal, if 
we would gain or enjoy any conſiderable 
ortion of theſe, can we reaſonably hope 
| that he will confer eternal life, and the bliſs 
| of angels upon thoſe, for whom he judges 
the common bleſſings of this mortal life too 
good? That when they are found not to be 
faithful | in the deceitful Mammon, he will 
commit to their truſt the True riches? And 
when they have proved themſelves to be un- 
worthy and unfaithful in what was commit- 
ted to them as another's, he will give them 
eternal life and happineſs as their own * ? If 
we determine after this manner, we muſt 
directly contradict our Divine Maſter, who 
has otherwiſe determined; as alſo ſet up our 
on fond and lazy wiſhes and conceits, in 
oppoſition to the method which the wiſdom 
of God hath taken. In ſhort, when the 
lazy and vicious find their fields, without 
culture, loaded with plenty; thei barns, 
without reaping or gathering, filled with 
fruits; and their tables, without their own 
or others providing, ſpread with all the va- 
rieties of luxury; and their health and vi- 
gour continued, notwithſtanding daily in- 
action and intemperance ; when they 
find this done, and not till then, may they, 
and others, with ſome appearance of reaſon, 
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hope, 
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hope, that a wiſe God, without their hav- 
ing done any thing to intitle themſelves to 
the reward, or attemper themſelves to the 
pbleſſedneſs, will, when they leave this world, 


put them into poſſeſſion of the everlaſting fe- 
licities of heaven. Farther, 


III. The zature of the preſent fate as a 


faate of trial proves, that we muſt do the 
dorf of God, before we receive his reward; 


and evidence the ftrength and conſtancy of our . 


love to God, and adherence to righteouſneſs, 
amidſt difficulties and temptations ; before 
he can fully approve us, as meet for eternal 


life, The New Teſtament, in places too 
numerous to be all cited, repreſents this 


life as a ſtate of probation ; particularly when 


it deſcribes us as ſtewards *, who muſt be 
called to account, as ſervants intruſted by 


their Lord with ſeveral talents, and reward- 
ed or puniſhed according to their improve- 
ment or wafte of theſe. And where the 
Chriſtian life is compared to a race , or to 
a combat; and eternal life called the prize of 


thoſe We un with patience, or conquer with 
reſolution. And St. Peter exhorts Chriſ- 


tians to I rejoice amidſt manifeld temptations, 
in hope that the rial of rheir faith will be 


faund to praife, and honour, and glory, at the 


Appearing of” Jeſus Chriſt. Our Lord the 


* Luke xvi. Matth. XXV. 14 Heb. Xii, 1.— 
1 Cor, ix. 24. 41 Pet, i. 6.— Rey. lil. 21. 
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judge alſo declares expreſsly, that they alone 
who proved Faithful“ in the things com- 
mitted to them, ſhall enter into the joy of 
their Lord. And a judicious reflection upon 

human nature, and u pon the preſent late, will 
convince us, that this is the truth of our caſe. 


We are naturally apprehenſive of a right 


and Wrong in actions; and which is a ook 


of it, words of this import are to be found 


in al/ larguages; and judgments of this ſort 
are formed by all men in relation to their 


oꝛon actions, and the actions of others. We 
are conſcious allo, that we can chuſe and 
practiſe what we approve as right, and reject 


what we condemn as ng. We are ca- 


pable of the pleaſures of indulged ſenſe and 
inclination, and of the pleaſures of right 


atting, of a juſt ſeij-approbation, and of 
 bepe in God. And where theſe interfere, 


ue can reject the former, and adhere to the 
latter. In conſequence of this, the world 
which we inhabit offers us numberleſs trials 
of our virtue, and of our fidelity to God; 
and we naturally approve ourſelves or others, 
as we are faithful to our duty againſt temp- 
tations; and as naturally conclude ourſelves, 
on this account, to be approved by God. 

And let the character and the circumBtiances 
of the caſe be fairly repreſented, we can- 
not, if we would, inwardly approve the man, 


bs 4.4 


who facrifices integrity to gain, who prefers. 


* Matth. XXV. 21. 
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a covetous ſaving to a generous charity, 
debauchery to health, reaſon and modeſty; 
Or a thoughtleſs pleaſurable life before _ 
tivating a ſenſe of God, and of our obliga- 
tions to him, and a concern to be approved 5 
in his ſight. - 
We naturally alſo connect the ideas of 
geod deſert with piety, gratitude, equity, 
Eindnefs, temperance, and modeſty ; and we 
as naturally connect the ideas of ¼ deſert, 
and obnoxiouſneſs to the Divine diſpleaſure 
and puniſhment, with impiety, ingratitude, 
cruelty, injuſtice, treachery, debauchery, 
and the like. It ſhocks an honeſt and con- 
ſiderate mind, to think of God as indiffer- 
ent to vice and wickedneſs, and much more 
as approving them; or as without compla- 
cency in virtue and piety, and unconcerned 
to encourage them by his favour now, and 
his rewards hereafter. And it hath been a 
prevailing ſentiment with mankind, that the 
Deity, after he hath allowed men a compe- 
tent time to acquire and fix a character, and 
to manifeſt whether they will be righteous 
or wicked, will remove them hence, and 
judge and diſpoſe of them to happineſs or 
| miſery, according to their works. Were 
there not an eſſential fitneſs, that free crea- 
tures ſhould be tried and approved before 
they are fixed in happineſs; we cannot think 
2 moſt wile and benevolent God and Father 
would have purlygd this method, even yr 
= the 
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the hazard of the perdition of ſuch num- 
bers who prove reprobate. That the angels, 


the only intelligent and free creatures, of 
whoſe ſtate we have any knowledge, beſides 


O 
men, were tried, is evident from the fall 


and ruin of the evil and bis angels. And 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrew tells us, that even 
the * Son of God learnt obedtence by the things 
_ which he ſuffered; and being made perfect, be- 


came the author of eternal ſalvation to all them 


who obey him. Tis therefore a Divine deter- 


, founded upon unalterable reaſons, 


that free beings ſhould be tried and approved 
before they are eſtabliſhed 1 in eternal life and 


felicity. 


This being then the nature of man, d | 


theſe our natural apprebenſions and expecta- 
tions, tis evident, that we are upon our triad. 


| : And” tis as evident, that if we would be ap- 
| 7roved by God at the cloſe, we muſt prac- 


tije thoſe actions now, which will form and 


eſtabliſh good diſpoſitions ; and faithfully do 


the work which he hath affigned us, if we 


would receive the rewards of diligence and 


; fidelity. ＋ Be not deceived, ſays the Apolile, 


God is not mocked ; for whatſoever a man ſo . 


eth, that ſhall he alſo reap. It is, you fee, 
| endeavouring to mock God, who will not be 
impoſed upon, to pretend that we ſhall reap 
different from what we have ſown : and af- 


* Heb, v. 8 a 3% F Galat, vi. 7. 
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ter we have /own to the fleſh, to pretend td 
reap! of the Spirit liſe everlaſiing. Men do 
not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of th iftles. 
No more will they receive from God at laſt 
the rewards of goodneſs, who have done 
evil; or the rewards of gratitude, love, and 
dlevotedneſs to him, who have choſen to live 
_ eſtranged from him. God ſees every perſon _ 
and character to be what they really are, be 


boveth righteouſneſs and hateth miquity ; and : 
will therefore, at the concluſion of our 10 1 


of probation *, render unto all accordi 
their works; puniſh the wicked with 1% : 
ing diſtruction from his preſence, and receive 
the righteous to life eternal. It is therefore 
manifeſtly neceſſary, that we do the work 
of the righteous now, if we would receive 

the reward of righteouſneſs at laſt. 

This will be ſtill more evident to thoſe 

who conſider, 


IV. The nature of the Bleſſedneſs which is 


to be enjoyed in the world of life and im- : 


mortality. This is ſuch as they alone can 
enjoy, who have in this life done the work 
of God. Merely animal and ſenſitive plea- 
fares frequently ofter themſelves, and may 
be enjoyed without much preparatory culti- 
vation of the ſeveral faculties ; but thefe plea- 

ſures all ceaſe”? in death, e with the 5 


* Rom. it. 6, 2 Thefl, 1. Os Matth. xxv. 46. 
; | 6 animal 
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animal body, * in which the organs for con- 


veying them are rooted; and they cannot 


therefore be the final happineſs of man, 


Death will reduce all thoſe to an utter want 


| and deſpair of happineſs, who know and 
reliſh no higher ſatsslactions than theſe. In- 


tellectual and moral delights, ſuch as the 
g pleaſures of the Divine preſence are, require 


minds improved by long virtuous practice 


and pious exerciſes, in thoſe who would en- 
joy them. And without this preparation, 


perſons being preſent, and performing the 


external actions, from which well prepared 
minds derive the nobleſt ſatisfactions, inſtead 
of yielding like ſatisfactions to the ſenſual 


and indevout, would to them be tedious and 


confounding. 


It is a principal part of the heavenly bleſ- 
ſedneſs, that they Þ ſee God, that they praiſe 


and love and obey him in perfection; and 
are tranſported with the aſſurances of his 
full favour. Tis therefore evidently our 
concern on earth, to acquaint ourſelves with 
God, to cultivate veneration, gratitude, and 
love to the greateſt and beit of beings, to 


_ contemplate his perfections and ſtudy his 


Works, to celebrate his benefits, and prac- 
tiſe what we know to be pleaſing to him; 
thus forming ourſelves to delight ſupremely 


in God, and become qualified for his þ- 


4 I Cor. N. 43. + Matth. v. 8, Rev, xxii. 3. 
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probation : as we would find ourſelves com- 


pleatly bleſſed, in the beſt performance of 
theſe devout exerciſes before the divine 
throne, and in knowing . ourſelves accepted 


of God. How can that perſon be happy in 
i ſeeing God in heaven, who now chuſes to 

live in ignorance and forgetfulneſs of him? 
How can they be bleſſed in contemplating 
the conſummate purity and righteouſneſs of 


God, who themſelves delight in impurity | 


and unrighteouſneſs, and who know them- 


| ſelves to be on this account offenſive to God 5 


How can they be bleſſed in contemplating 
and adoring the unbounded benevolence of 
the Deity; who, inſtead of deriving their 
moſt. valued ſatisfactions from a warm be- 
nevolence of heart, and an extenſive bene- 
ficence, have generally preferred the ſatis- 
factions of a brutiſh ſenſuality, and a baſe 


ſelfiſhneſs, before this divine diſpoſition; and 


who, knowing themſelves to be thus utter- 
ly unlike the Deity, mult know themſclves : 
condemned by him? 
Again, we are aſſured that no Fee 
0us or unclean perſon can enter the heavenly 
Feruſalem, the inhabitants of which are all 
righteous, and where the ſpirits of the juſt + 
are made perfect in charity, or goodneſs and 
friend{hip. Their converſations, employ- 
ments, and friendſhips, | are all lala to 


* Rey. xi "i + Heb, xii, 22. 1 i Cor, ali. ; 
e e their 
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their nature, and their happineſs conſequently 
ariſes from increaſing knowledge of the 
divine excellencies and works, from an im- 

proving veneration, love, and devotedneſs 
to the Deity; from admiration, gratitude, 
and love to the Son of God and Saviour of 
men, from the conſciouſneſs of being in- 
tirely devoted to him, and Having reſembled 
him while upon earth in piety, righteouſ- 
_ neſs; and mercy ; and therefore being fully 


approved and beloved by him in heaven : 
from continual communications of the 
nobleſt truths, and perpetually renewed in- 


ſtances of a juſt eſteem and a diſintereſted af- 


fection. And is it not evident, that if we 


would enjoy theſe ſatisfactions, we muſt 


have before cultivated a ſenſe of what is ex- 


cellent and amiable in diſpoſition and con- 


duct, and a love to it, a ptety, rectitude, 


and goodneſs of heart? And the ſenſual, the 
irreligious, the covetous and unjuſt, to whom 
the converſations and entertainments of the 
wiſe; the pious the generous and charitable 


are now burdenſome, can never be qualified 


to enjoy their eſteem and friendſhip in 


heaven, and to be happy in them. Tis 
therefore manifeſt, that if we would be 
blefled in the ſociety of angels and ſpirits 
maide perfetF above, we muſt, by obeying 
the divine precepts of righteouſneſs, truth, 


purity, goodneſs and mercy, form our minds 
to delight in, and practiſe thele below, and 
TT © thus 
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thus prepare ourſelves to become bleſſed 
with the PRs in theſe diſpoſitions 1 in hea- 
ven. | Re 
Finally, the un tin of bog: ap- 
proved ourſelves, though amidſt many ſins 
and defects, grateful and obedient to God, 
and being fully and publickly owned by bim, F 
and by the Redeeemer; and thus knowing 
_ ourſelves to be amiable in their ſight: are 


among the moſt exalted delights of heaven. - 


But how can any receive this teſtimony from 
their conſciences, who have not before prac- 
tiſed what their conſciences, enlightened by 
the divine Jaw, enjoin ? Or how rejoice in 
the full approbation of God, and of Jeſus 
the judge; who, inſtead of living obedient 
to their laws, have lived in the practice of | 
what they utterly diſltke. | 
*Tis then evident to demonſtration, from 
the nature of the heavenly felicity, that we 
have much to be done by way of preparation 
for it, and can alone, by an obedience to the 
divine commands, particularly thoſe requir- 
ing the love of God and of our neighbour, 
become meet to enjoy it. They who have 
ſincerely obſerved theſe on earth, dropping 
with their bodies all thoſe vicious inclina- 
tions and paſſions which were rooted in 
them, are qualified to be compleatly bleſ- 
ſed, and that for ever, In goodneſs and de- 
votion exerciſed in their nobleſt degrees, 
and 1 in . the moſt favourable circumſtances. 


Whereas 
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Whereas the wicked and irreligious are as 
unqualified to find their happineſs in heaven, 
as the Hlind are to find theirs in the fine ks 
dens and paintings of a palace. 

Let us all therefore immediately refolye 
on doing what is evidently neceſſary, that 


we may inherit eternal life ; guarding againſt 
the fatal deception, of reſting contented with- 


out the temper of heaven. Let us ſtudy the 
ſcriptures, with that ſerious and impartial 


concern, to know what God has in them 
made our qualification for eternal bleſſed- 
neſs; and with thoſe warm and fixed pur- 


poſes of acquiring it, which become perſons 


N Pho know the infinite importance of the in- 


quiry; and that by indulging to careleſſneſs 


and prejudices, they may "deceive themſelves, 
and lofe heaven; but can by no means im- 
poſe upon God, or alter his determinations, 


founded on the beſt reaſons, on his own 


perfections, on the nature of man, and on 


the genius of the heavenly felicity. 

This would lead us to conſider the IIId 
rec but we muſt defer it to the 
next opportunity. 


1 


SERMON XXII. 


The Diſpoſitions with —_ we 
| ſhould i inquire the 277 to eternal 
Life. 


MARK x. 17. 


And when be was gone forth into the way, 
there came one running, and kneeled to him, 
and aſked him, Gooa Maſter, What ſhall 
Wy do, that I may inherit eternal l {RY 


F three important obſervations, which 
this hiſtory preſents to our thoughts, 
having conſidered the two former, I ſhall 
now treat the 
IIId. If we would znguire after the Way | 
70 eternal life, and purſue the directions given 
from heaven with the 29/7 ſucceſs, it ſhould 
be our firff inquiry, made with {erzouſneſs 
and humility, and with a firm reſolution to 
give up every thing which would interfere 
with this purſuit. The perſon who pro- 
poſed this queſtion to our Lord was yourg, 
rich, 


The Diſpofitrons with which, &c. 501 
rich, and a man of figure; he ran, and 
#neeled to Jeſus : yet having ſuffered the love 
of riches to prepoſſe/s his heart, he failed of ü 
the happineſs which he ſought. : 
I. To 4 this queſtion, $i with the act 2 
fuctelb purſue the directions given in anſwer 
to it; this ſhould be our fr/t inquiry, after 
we have arrived to years of diſcretion and 
choice. St. Matthew informs us *, that the 
perſon who propoſed this queſtion to Teſus, 
was young. And, Sirs, what queſtion ſo 
Proper to be aſked, on our firſt ſetting out 
in the journey of life, as what way we mult 
take if we would attain to that happineſs, 
which is the great end of our being? Eſpe- 
cially, fince the happineſs which the Divine 
benignity offers to our purſuit, is of the 
moſt excellent nature, and of an everlaſting 
duration ? This 1s certainly the molt likely 
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method for preventing fatal wanderings, and Ty 
obtaining our end. When we are begin- 1 
ning alſo to form our ſeveral diſpoſitions and WAN 
characters, can any inquiry be ſo proper, as FIN 
what are theſe diſpoſitions, and what con- . 9 | | 
ſtitutes that character, which will qualify us Hl. ö 
to become eternally bleſſed; that we may 1 
prevent contrary diſpoſit ons from being ws 
formed, and carry to the higheſt improve- _ 
ment that temper, which will beſt ſit us to na 
the employments and happincls of immor- 1 1 | 4 
„ 11 
* Matth. Nix. 20. . [ | | | 
WT 
" 
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» W 
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In youth the mind is in a kind of ſuſpenſe 
| between moral good and evil ; or if the edu- 
cation, hath been prudent and religious, is 
rather inclined to practiſe what will be pro- 
ductive of everlaſting felicity. Our Divine 
Maſter ſaid of a youth thus educated, that 
he was not far from the kingdom of God; and 


that of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven*. ' Since ” 


then the bleſſedneſs which may be attained 
by the right conduct of life is of infinite 
value, *tis a principal part of wiſdom to ap- 
ply ourſelves to ſecure it, when it may be 
done with the moſt eaſe and certainty, @=_ 

- Farther, tis promiſed us, that we ſhall 
poſſeſs the bl eſſedneſs of the heavenly ſtate +, 
in a degree proportioned to the preſent im- 
provement of our talents, and the inlarge- 
ment of our capacities for enjoying it, and 
be rewarded 4 + according to what we have 
done in the body ? It is then certainly a capi- 
tal part of wiſdom to make this inquiry, 
and purſue the reſult of it in the beginning 
of life, that'we may devote the moſt of our 
time and application to that work which 
will be productive of infinite advantage. 
| Beſides, if we do not take this courſe, we 
| ſhall not merely 4% ſo much time, but go 
ſo far out of the way to compleat and ever- 
OO bleſſedneſs. If we do not t early form 


* Matth, xix. 14. 1 Matth. xxv. Lake xix. 16. 


E 2 Cor. v. 10. 
5 ge 


— —— 


_ enquire the Way to eternal Life, vo 
good diſpoſitions, we ſhall eſtabliſn bad. If 
we do not cheriſh gratitude and love to God, 

and a prevailing concern to be approved by 
him, we ſhall eaſily fide into forgetfulneſs 
and diſregard to God; which through a ſe- 
cret conſciouſneſs. that he is diſpleaſed with 
us, will riſe to a difinclination to think of 111 
him. or to love him. If we do not early e 


| regulate our paſſions, and by proper reflec- 14 
tions cheriſh a generous goodneſs of heart, a 4 
tender humanity, and a lovely meckneſs, a 11 
narrow, covetous, angry, and uncompaſ- e 
ſionate temper will prevail. If we do not m4 
eſtabliſh in youth a reliſh for the pleaſures || || 
of the mind, of knowledge, goodneſs, ana - it f | 
divine love, and a ſtrong conviction of im- ||| 
mortality; our tempers will become ſenſual = THE 
and earthly, and forgetting immortality, we _ 
ſhall ſeek our happineſs ſolely amongſt the war 
gratifications of the animal part, and the in- Wt 
tereſts of this tranſitory life; and, as our 5 it ö 
lives are uncertain, ſhall be in great danger with 
of dying, and entering the everlaſting ſtate, 141 
abſolutely diſqualified for being happy in it. 1 ; | 
Evil diſpoſitions root themſelves inſenſibly, 117 
and the paſſions ſoon grow ungovernable, as 147 
appears in the inſtance of the young perſon 1 


before us; who, though he came pretty 

ſoon to this inquiry, yet having permitted 4 
the love of riches to take early and deep 19 

root, though he had ſtill a ſtrong convic- is 

tion of the importance of eternal life; yet by: 

K k 4 the | 
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the love of this world prevailed over. the 
love of heaven, and he turned his back on 
Chriſt, and his promiſed immortality, that 
he might ſecure the other. 

As we therefore apprehend ourſelves to be 


| made for immortality, and are convinced of 
the infinite importance of everlaſting bleſſed- 


neſs, we cannot too ſoon begin the inquiry, 
what we muſt do to attain it; nor be too 


early in the practice of what we find neceſ- 
fary to this end. Let the young then, who 


are entering upon active life, be perſuaded 


to retire and purſue ſuch reflections as theſe. 
Jam apprehenſive of eternity, and feel 
* myſelf poſſeſſed of large and noble capa- 
ce cities of happineſs, ſuited for divine and 
e everlaſting enjoyments; and therefore, 
_« with reaſon, 1 conclude that I was made 


« for them: and it is evidently of infinite 
cc. 1Mportance, that J act ſo as to ſecure my 


„ intereſts in a following eternity. I per- 


« ccive that a great deal depends upon my 


© firſt choice and purſuit. Many, I obſerve, 


A 


„ or have been well informed; have given 


« themſelves up to ſenſual pleaſures and 
te amuſements, and, by foujt degrees, the 


_ *« paſſion for theſe bath grown ſo ſtrong, as 


« againſt all the remonſtrances of reaſon 
86 and religion, of their beſt friends, and 
« of their own experience, to hurry them 


t into fickneſs, poverty, contempt, and un- 


1 panel death, I have found alſo, upon 
inquiry 


enquire the May to eternal Life. 55 
e inquiry, that there are others, who, hay- 
ing devoted the warmth and vigour of 
youth to the purſuits of wealth and great- 
& neſs, their minds have been ſo entirel 
« poſleſt by theſe, that they ſeldom think, 
<« whether there be a following eternity; and 
© whether they may not have therein inter- 
« eſts infinitely more important. And even 
„ among thoſe who profeſs to ſeek eternal 
« life in the firſt place, I can obſerve many, 
% careleſsly and implicitly purſuing ſuch 
« meaſures as common ſenſe, with a little 
© ſober conſideration, would convince them, 
&« can never make them meet for the hap- 
« pineſs of a ſtate, the chief felicities of 
„ which ariſe out of the love of God, and 
* of goodneſs made perfect. Let me there- 
„ fore conſider and enquire betime, while 
I can avoid ſuch fatal miſtakes. If I do 
c it before my heart is prepoſſeſſed by vici- 
* ous paſſions, and my underſtanding blind- 
ec ed by prejudices; the goodneſs of my 
«© Creator aſſures me, that I may certainly 
& find the way to happineſs. Be thou, 
gracious God, the guide of my youth, and 
lead me in the way everlaſting ! The goſ- 
© pel of thy Son gives wiſdom to the un- 
experienced, and his diſcoveries of im- 
mortality are clear and invitipg, I will 
therefore daily read his inſtructions, that 
1 may not miſs the path to never-ending 
bleſſedneſs. How much is included in 
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— The Diſpoſ tions with which we frould 


* heaven and life eternal ! A thouſand worlds, 
& and ten thouſand ages are as nothing, when 


wo) 


* 


* 


c 


and thoughtleſsly ſtrengthening thoſe paſ- 


*+ fions which would hurry me down the 
6c precipice of vice into alte de firuc- 


£6 tion. 


3 1 3 make this inquiry. with 


Succeſs, we ſhould make it with great ſeri- 
*ouſneſs. St. Mark ſays, the young ruler ran 


and Eneeled to our Lord, when he propoſed | 


to him. this queſtion, This expreſſed a 
Srrong concern, as well as great humility. 
This /erzous diſpoſition is requiſite, becauſe 
the inquiry is moſt en, and there is 
great danger of miſtaking. 

To he ſerious in an affair, is to have a 


firong ſenſe of its importance, and an anſwer- 


able ſollicitude not to miſcarry in it. And, 


Sirs, wherein ſhall we be ſerious, or what 


ſhall we judge of importance, if not this; 
that we may obtain eternal life? Were you 
to determine for a courſe of life, upon which 
the happineſs or miſery of all your follow- 
ing years depended, would not every wiſe 
and conſiderate perſon examine the affair 
with attention, and with a ſtrong concern 
not to be deceived 3 not to be betrayed thro' 

| thought- 


fairly weighed againſt it. I would there- 
* fore devote the whole of this ſhort life, 
«© to the ſecuring what ſo well deſerves all 
e my time and diligence, I would dread 
ce nothing equally with ſetting out wrong, 
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thoughtleſineſs, by the deluſion of his paſ- 


ſions, or the artifice of others, into a courſe, 
in which, inſtead of being happy, he would 


loſe all the moſt valued ſatisfactions of life, 
and reap vexation, miſery, and a fruitleſs 
repentance? Is this, my friends, evidently 
reaſonable, where your well being for thirty 


or forty years at moſt is intereſted ? And is 
it not infinitely more reaſonable, where your 


well-being, not for ten thouſand years, not 


for millions of ages only, but for eternity is 


depending? Should you miſcarry as to all 
the intereſts of this life, you might retrieve 


it in the next, the everlaſting Nate ; but what 


-_ compenſate for the loſs of eternal life? 


ou would not eaſily forgive yourſelves, 


when you became ſenſible of the fault, if 
through heedleſſneſs, or the obſtinate pur- 
ſuit of ſome trifling pleaſure, you had let flip 
a favourable opportunity for making your- 


ſelves rich and eaſy through life. How then 


will you be able to forgive yourſelves, if 
employing all your ſerious thoughts on the 
Intereſts or pleaſures of a /e years, you 
ſhould miſtake the way to life eternal; or 
be drawn to negle& what is neceſſary t 


your ſecuring beaven and eee ble fed 


neſs 7 
Many who make this i inquiry, do it mere- 


ly as a matter of curious ſpeculation, or as 


a proper ſubject for converſation; and there- 
fore take up caſily with any notions that 
ſtrike 


* 


\ 


508 The Diſpoſitions with which wwe ſhould 
parody e on their imaginations, or are 
favoural 


| ſtrong ſollicitude not to miſtake our way; 


and with a fixed reſolution not to be at eaſe, 


till we can, upon clear reaſons, aſſure our- 


ſelves, that the path for which we deter- 


mine will certainly lead us to heaven; and 
with as firm a reſolution, not to content our- 
ſelves with Knowing the way of life, but 
ſteddily 70 walk in it to the end, 
The danger there is of our being deceived, 


and the fatal conſequences of ſuch a decep- 
tion, are another reaſon for making this in- 
quiry with all /er:cuſneſs. This danger ariſes, 
not from any want of clearneſs or certainty 
in the directions which God hath given us 


in his goſpel, but from this; that the gene- 


rality are more influenced in the judgments 
they form, relating to this moſt important 


affair, by their inclinations, paſſions, and 
- prejudices, than by their reaſon, and the 
clear determinations of ſcripture. If we ob- 
ſerve mankind, we may ſee many confident 


that they are in the way to eternal life, be- 


cauſe they are Zealous for notions manifeſtly 
abſurd, or which have no good influence in 
$9: „ forming 


—— — . — 


/ourably received by thoſe with whom they 
converſe. But what folly this, in an affair, 
which, if it concerns us at all, Concerns us 
infinitely? In which, if we deceive ourſelves, 
wie are wndone for ever? When we there- 
fore apply to this inquiry, would we go 
through it as we ought, it muſt be with 


- Mn ** * 


rain am a 1 3 1 
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5 forming. a divine temper ; others, buſied 
in ſuperſtitious practices, and merely exter- 
nal obſervances ; and others, ſatisfying them 
ſelves with a partial religion. And yet, any 
conſiderate perſon, who underſtands the na- 
ture of the heavenly bleſſedneſs, which ariſes 


cout of the perfection of knowledge, good- 


neſs, and divine love, can clearly ſee, that 
the way which theſe perſons are in will ne- 
ver lead them to heaven: becauſe, could they 
arrive there, they would be found unfit for 
enjoying the heavenly bleſſedneſs. And 
their fondneſs for certain indulgences, not 
reconcileable with the real condition of ever- 
laſting blefiedneſs, joined with the prejudices 
of education and authority, ſeem to have led 
them into theſe errors, or determined their 
adherence to them. We are liable to be in- 
fluenced by the ſame cauſes, and miſtakes 
in this affair may be as fatal to us as to 
them: we ſhould therefore conduct this 
inquiry with that ſerious concern not to be 
deceived, which becomes perſons who know, 
that they may deceive and ruin themſelves, 
* but cannot alter the nature of things, the 
divine approbation of real piety and good- 
neſs, or the holy and ſpiritual genius of the 
heavenly felicity. Therefore 
3. We ſhould alſo conduct this inquiry 
wich all hunuity. The rich youth ran and 


* Galat. v I. 2 
| neelea 


510 The Diſpoſitions with which we ſhould 
Eneeled to Jeſus, when he propofed this im- 
portant queſtion, We ſhould be convinced, 
how little the beſt we can do is, in compa- 
rifon of eternal life and happineſs; and that 
therefore it belongs to God, the givet of this 
ineſtimable bleſſedneſs, to appoint the con- 
ditions of our enjoying it. And if he hath 
done this by Chriſt, it becomes us, with all 
care, to inform ourſelves of theſe, and en- 
tirely to conform to them. That it is not 
for us, biaſſed by a fondneſs for ſome plea- 
ſure or intereſt, or by reverence to any pre- 
judices, to mark out a path for ourſelves, 
and then attempt to pervert the ſenſe of the 
divine inſtruQions, that we may reconcile 
them to our fancies. No,——but with the 
utmoſt deference to the authority of the Son 
of God, who, as he came down from hea- 
ven, muſt know the temper of the place, 
and the neceſſary qualifications; we mult 
heartily apply ourſelves to learn his genuine 
directions, and entirely comply with them. 
Has he aſſured us, that if we would enter 
into life eternal, we mult love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength : 
we are not to imagine that we can obtain 
heaven, while we are devoted to the world, 
and forgetful of God; but we muſt cheriſh 
by daily meditation, earneſt prayers, and 
grateful praiſes, a ſenſe of our obligations to 
God, and a prevailing affection and devot- 
edneſs to him. Hath he commanded a to 
938 00 _— 
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love our neighbour, and to employ ourſelves 
in doing good? We muſt not pretend to 
aſcend to heaven through the road of ſelfiſh- 
neſs, avarice aftid uncharitableneſs ; but with 
an hearty ſubjection to Chriſt's authority, 
_ endeavour to know the extent of our duty 


in this regard, and by a generous charity, | 5 


and a warm and active beneficence, lay up 
bur treaſures in heaven, For, 


If we would conduct this! inquiry with 


b we muſt accompany it with a fixed 
reſolution to ſacrifice to the purſuit every thing, 


which ſhall be found znconfiffent with it, Our 
; heavenly Guide hath declared, that , any 


one love father or mother, 1 wife or children, 
or houſes or lands, or even bis own life, more 
than the never ending joys of his promited 


heaven, he is not worthy of them. And the 


young perſon who made this inquiry, whea 
Feſus commanded him 70 fell all that he had, 


and to give it to the poor, and to follow him 


in preaching the goſpel, and aſſured him, 
that he ſhould then have treaſures i in heaven ; 


not determining to make this ſacrifice, loſt 


the heavenly treaſures, and the eternal lite, 


after which he had ſeriouſly been enquiring.' 
And yet how reaſonable was the demand of 


the Son of God, when he would have re- 
compenced him an hundred fold for ry 
ain 5 he parted with for his ſake, 


Matthew x. 37 Luke vir. 26. 
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512 The Diſpoſitions with whirh we tand 
In the ordinary courſe of events, we can- 


| not better ſecure the valuable enjoyments of 


the preſent ſtate, than by walking in the way 


of God's commandments: But let us ſup- 
pole, that the acquiſition of eternal life and 


felicity ſhould, upon ſome occaſions, prove 
inconſiſtent with our gaining or keeping the 
riches or pleaſures of this world; what in 


the ballance of impartial reaſon, is the poſ- 


ſeſſion. of theſe, for thirty or forty. years, 


When weighed againſt the perpetual poſ- 


ſeſſion of the riches and happineſs of the 
heavenly ſtate? Or what are the pains and 


labours of ſelf-denial, compared with the 
everlaſting reſt of heaven, and the poſſeſſing 
there every ſatisfaction ſuited to rational and 
immortal beings? or what is the loſs of 


fame, and enduring the reproaches of ill- 


judging mortals, if ballanced againſt the ho- 


nour which cometh from God, and a crown 
of glory which fadeth not away? 2 Or what is 


the parting with this mortal life, a few years 


ſooner than we muſt have loſt it in the natu- 


ral courſe of things, when compared with 
the certain acquiſition of eternal life, and 


our being introduced ſo much the ſooner to 


the glories of the Divine Preſence, and to 


the joys of angels? 
Tis then, you ſee, perfectly . 


that if we ſeek to be bleſſed for eret, * we 


2 Matthew vi. 33. 1 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſeek it in the firſt place, and ſubject | 


every other purſuit to this; and reſolve that 


we will indulge to no pleaſure, make or re- 


tain no profit, and be drawn into no practices, 
inconſiſtent with the rules preſcribed by our 


Heavenly guide; and that we will refuſe no la- 
bours, which he enjoins us : convinced that if 
we are fo happy as to make ſure our calling and 
election to eternal bleſſedneſs, all it can coſt us 
are really trifles, And 'tis as evidently 1a- 


tional, that we mind religion and the con- 
cern of our everlaſting falvation, not care- 
leſsly and formally, and no more, than we 


can accommodate to the ſnccefiful purſuit of 
the riches, ſhow, or pleaſures of the body; 
but that this be attended as our oreat buſi- 


neſs through life; and that every thing elſe 
be made to ſtoop to this. No diſpoſition 
but this correſponds to the infinite worth 
of eternal life; and none but this will carry 
us through the labours, temptations, and 
difficulties in our way to the promiſed hea- 
ven. 

Let us now ou alk ourſelves, hath 


this been, or is it our temper in relation to 


life eternal? Are we ſtrongly apprehenſive 


of its immenſe value, and determined, at 
all events, and whatever may become of our 


other intereſts, to be bleſſed for ever? Do 
we every morning enter upon action, with 
this concern warm at heart, how may we 


beſt diſcharge the duties of the day, and re- 
1 I poll 
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$14 Of the Neceſſity there is that we ſhould 
pell temptations ; how do, moſt good in our 
various relations, and moſt advance the im- 
provement of our minds in goodneſs and 
piety, and thus grow more meet for heaven? 
Or do we begin one day after another, with- 
out exciting a ſerious concern to be bleſſed 
in eternity; and purſue through the day the 
dictates of ſenſe, paſſion, and example, of 
an ambitious or covetous temper, without 
reflecting ſeriouſly, whether we are in the 
road to life eternal, or to everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion? Are our religious ſentiments and re- 
ſolutions, when we have any, cold, tranſi- 
ent, and of little efficacy; ; while we are all 
ardour and earneſtneſs in the chace of 
woridly pleaſures and advantages ? And Sirs, 
is this to ee eternal life, as perſons who rea- 
ſonably hope to poſſeſs it? What would you 
think or fay of a man, who was only ſolli- 
citous to ſpend one year in high pleaſure, 
and who ſacrificed to this {cheme all the ſa- 
e of thirty or forty years of follow- 
g life? Would you not think him too 
e fooliſh to be pitied, in his deſerved 
diſtreſs and miſery throughout all theſe years? 
And will you not abide. by this reaſoning | 
when it is extended to eternity? Do the in- 
tereſts and enjoyments of forty years deſerve 
a greater preference in your attention and in- 
duſtry to thoſe of one year? And does not 
the ho ppineſs, I will not ſay merely of forty 
thouſand years, or millions of ages, vor of 5 
b Wat 
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what is infinitely more than all theſe, of 
ETERNITY, deſerve to be preferred to 


the ſenſual indulgences, or ſeparate intereſts 
of this one ſhort age, our mortal life? Does 
not the God who would reward your faith- 
ful obedience with this immenſe kelicity, 


eternal life, deſerve the preference in your 
love, devotion, and obedience; and will 


you not, for the future, give him the pre- 


ference? Can you hope he will accept you 


if you do not? If you ſacrifice his offered 
heaven of divine and everlaſting bliſs to every 
trifle, to every flalh of mean pleaſure, or 
= ro moe of unrighteous gain, from which you 
ſoon be ſeparated for ever? - 
9 then, you who are in the prime 
of life, that you will yeek firſt the kingdom of 
God and his righteo:fneſs; that when you 
have diſcovered the real conditions of accep- 


tance with God, and of everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſs, you will make it the great buſineſs of 


your lives to fulfil theſe ; And that every 
thing elſe ſhall give way to the ſecuring 


an eternity of bleſſedneſs. If this be your 


| temper, you ſhould then apply for full in- 
ſtructions to the goſpel of Chriſt, and are like- 


ly to receive them aright, and follow them 


3 ſucceſs. 


May God bleſs W hack been lies to: +: 


your thoughts, for making you o Wile and 
mer Amen. 
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Then Simon Peter anſivered bim, Lord, to 
whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt the words of 


eternal life. And we believe and are ſure 


that thou art the oak a the Son of the 
"Ong God. 


HE oecafion of Peter's making this 
juſt and hearty deelaration, was this. 


9 88 of Jeſas's diſciples had juſt forſaken 


him, being offended by what he declared 
in a figurative way, of the neceſſity of his 


death, that they might obtain everlaſting 


life: for they expected a Meſſiab who would 
live and reign long and gloriouſly upon earth. 


Tis probable allo, that they were 1nflu- 
enced by reſentment, at his reproving their 
inſincerity. Upon this Fe/us turned himſelf. 
to the twelve, who were his moſt intimate 


compa- 
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companions and conſtant followers, and ſaid 
unto them, Will ye alſo go a ; To which 
Peter, the warmeſt and moſt forward, re- 
plied, in the name of them all, Lord, to 
hom ſal we go? Thou boſt the words = 
eternal life, &c. 

That this was a very reaſonable, as well 
as affeffionate reſolution, and that as per- 


ſons infinitely concerned to obtain eternal 


liſe we cannot do better, than refolve and 
act like Peter; learn of Chriſt, adhere to 
him, and with chearfulneſs and ee 


follow his inſtructions, I ſhall endeavour to 
convince you, by explaining and proving 


this propoſition. © That if we would have 
« certain directions for attainins life eternal, 


„and finally cue it; we ſhould apply to 


4 Teſus Chriſt, learn of him, and e 
* obey his inſtructions.“ 


Slirs, though Teſus Chriſt long fince re- 
turned to VE he left full inſtructions 


behind him in his goſpel, for all who hear- 


tily deſire to ſecure everlatting blefledneſs, 
And if we ſeriouſly contuit, and conſtantly 


obſerve theſe, we ſhall arrive at the ſame 


bleſſed place whither he is gone before us, 


and with him in the glorious preſence of 


his Father, and in the ſociety and friendſhip 


of angels, and of human ſpirits made perfect, 
poſſcis all the happineſs which our rational 


nature, improved to its proper perfection, 
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can enjoy; a happineſs laſting as our im- 
mortal minds, and as our bodies raiſed ſpi- 
ritual and incorruptible. The Gel of 
Chriſt, therefore, we ſhould all fudy.. dili- 


gently and impartially, with a ſtrong con- 


cern to diſcover the real meaning of the 


directions which it gives, and with A hearty 
and ſtedfaſt re Sluton to follow them, as 


we defire and hope to be bleſſed for ever. 
And we ſhall be convinced, that this is 


our witeft and beſt courſe, if we conſider, 


how complratiy qualified Feſus Chriſt was to 
guide us into life eternal; or the Mrections 
which he hath g'ven us; the obſervance of 


which forms the temper of heaven and 

happineſs, gives foretaſtes of it here, and 
prepares us, when we leave the world, to 
enjoy it in perfection. 


I. To determine you to conſult Chrift Ye. 


ſus, and cheerfully and conſtantly to follow 
his inſtructions, be pleaſed to conſider, how 


compleatly qual fie he was to guide men to 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs. He publiſhed, in the 
name of God his Father, the gocrine and 
promiſe of a future eternal fe, and gave the 
neceſſary directions for attaining it; and in 


his own practice he exemplified and recom- 
mended his inſtructions. By his mzracles 
he proved himſelf authorized by God, to 


make this glorious promiſe to our imper- 
tect obedience ; and by rift ing gain from 
| the 
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the dead, and viſibly and gloriouſly aſcend- 
ing into the promiſed heaven, he demon- 
ſtrated the certainty of our attaining it; and 
that, if we conform to his inſtructions, our 
labour i in the Lord ſhall not be in vain. 
Let us give a diſtinct conſideration to each 
of theſe recommendations. 
I. Chriſt g ſſured the world that he came 
expreſsly from heaven, to conduct men to 
immortal bleſſednefs ; and by his miracles, 
abundantly proved, that God, out of his love 
to a ſinful world, ſent him from heaven for 
this purpoſe : * that whoſoever believed on 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. Repeated declarations of this kind 
determined Peter to return the anſwer in 
the text to the queſtion, il ye alſo go 
away? Lord, to whim ſhall we go? J. lou 
haſt the words of eternal | fe. And we be- 
lieve and are ſure, that thou art the Chrij?, 
the Son of the living God, They were oell- 
aſſured by the miracles which they had /e 
him perform, particularly by his raiſing the 
dead to lite, and by the miracles which he 
had enabled them to work in his name, hat 
| he was the Sen of God, and the Saviour of 
the world, and appointed by the Father o 
raiſe all the dead, judge all mankind, and 
give eternal life unto all who believed and 


obeyed him. 
* John ili. 16. 
14 The 
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The beſt improved reaſon of mankind, 
though it could evince, with a good degree 
of certainty, that there was a future ſtate 
deſigned for men, yet it could not / ure 
creatures ſo imperſe& and ſinſul, as the beſt 
men are, that after this life they ſhould 
be put into poſſeſſion of compleat and im- 
mortal bleſſedneſs. The Law of Mejes ex- 
preſsly promiſed to the obedient no more 
than a * Jong and happy life in the land of 

Canaan. And although in the 0% 7 Ha- 

ment you may find various intimations of a 
future Life, yet none of the prophets claimed 
a commiſſion from God for publiſhing to the 
world the dectrine of a reſurrefion, and a 

life eternal, They declared themſelves to 
be ſent, for enforcing obedience to the law 
of Moſes, by promiſes or threatenings of the 
fame kind with thoſe in the law; or to pre- 
pare the Maclites for receiving the New Co- 
_ venant, which would be publiſhed under 
the expected Meſſiah f, and contain better 
promiſes chan the Old. But the only begot- 
ten Son was ſent expreisly by his F Sk to 
Rt aboliſh geath, and throw a ſtrong light by his 
gojpel on the doctrine of ar incorruptible life. 
Our divine Maſter, therefore, began his 


PIG; with Promiung to | the poor in 


* Levit. xxvi. 3.—Deut. xxviii, 1 
Jeremiah xxxi. 33. + 2 Tim. i. 10. 


b Ma thew v. 2.— 
ſhlrit, 
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ſpirit, to them who hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, to the pure in heart, and to 


the perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake | py nota 
deliverance from temporal evils, and a long 


and proſperous ſettlement in Canaan; but 


the kingdom of heaven, and great rewards 


_ therein, the viſion of God, and perfection in 


righteouſneſs. He directed his diſciples, * not 


to lay up their treaſures on earth, but in hea- 


ven; and he aſſured them, tha? the hour 


was coming, when all who were in their graves 


ſhould bear the voice of the Son of God, and 


come forth ; Þ they who had done good unto 


the reſurrection of of L ſe, and they who had done 


evil to the WES of condemnation. And 
that after this, T he righteous [ould ſhine as 


the ſun in the kingdom of their Father, and 


enter upon eternal life. And that in the 
mean time, their ſpirits, conducted thither 
by angels, ſhould || be with him in paradiſe, 
and with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, and 
the ſpirits of all the S righteous made per fect, 


with pleaſure expecting their full glory and 


reward at the conſummation of all things, 


and the general reſuurrection of the juſt. 


Theſe declarations and promiſes are clear 


and full, ſuch as the world never heard be- 


* Matth. vi. 19. T John v. 26.— 
7 Matthew xiii. 43. Xxv. 46. 
| Luke xvi. 22, xxiii. 43. d Heb, xil. 22. 
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fore nor ſince, from any who proved them 


elves divinely commiſſioned. And ſhould 
it be inquired, what rational afſurance Chriſt 


gave, that his Almighty Father impowered 
him to make, in his name, ſuch large pro- 


miſes to creatures ſo guilty and imperfect ? 


The anſwer is ready. 
To 56r ve himfelf commiſſioned by God 


to forgive the perit nt thoſe fins, the guilt 


of which, it it remained wou! 'd ſub! ect them 


to ren Cy he maniteſted a * dune 
knowledge of the heart ; and that he was thus 


qual: fied to determine wo were true peni- 
tents, and then, that a// might know that 
the Son of man had pou er, uon earth to fer- 


give fins, he mis uuf removed thote dif- 


eaſes and pains, which were the eftects and 
puniſhmeiits of fin, ſay. © the 1 Impoter: * 


poralytic, Ariſe an »d ge ke 6 thy bore ; to the 
blind, receive your fight, and to che lame, 
walk, and was inſtantly obeyed : the power. 
of Cod thus ſupporting and atteſting tie 

claim of his Son Ius to be the Chr? 


To fatisfy the world that he was lent 
from heaven to train men for a Spiritual 


and divine bleſſedneſs, and after ward receive 


them to it; he delivered do&rines and a 
cepts, the belief and practice of which pro- 
duce a divine temper. And whereas, we 


farther need af/jtance from above, to raiſe 


* Matthew ix. 1.— 
= vs. 
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us to a divine life, * he proved himſelf au- 
thorized to grant this aſſiſtance to all wha 
aſt it of God in his name, by pouring out 


the Holy Spirit abundantly, + in his various 


gifts, on his apoſtles and diſciples; and ſoon 
changing them from men attached to worldy 
vicws and prejudices, into the hearty ſer- 
| _ vants of a ſpiritual Meſſiah, end the zealous 
Proſecutors of a ads wal and givite Oc (ed 


neſs. 


And finally, to give full proof that he 


was zmpowered by God to raiſe all the dead, 
and receive all his faithful ler vants to life 


eternal, he, with a word, reffored ſeveral 


dead perſons to life I; and (which will be 


more fully repreſented hereafter) he ſubmit- 
ted himself to die, and then, according to 


his promiſe, roſe from the dead to die no 
more. With very good reaſon, therefore, 
we chuſe Chri/? to be our guide unto eter- 


nal life, who not only promited to his fol- 
lowers, an infinitely greater bleſſedneſs than 
any ether maſters in religion had promiſed, 


but who gave ſuch ſatisfying proofs that he 


was authorized by Almighty God to make 
the promiſe ; and that the accompliſhment, | 


in our full and everlaſting felicity, was as 
certain as defireable, Farther, 


* Matthew vii. 7. John xvi. 23. + Ads ii. 1 


| Matthew ix, 25—Luke vii. 11.— John xi. 
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2. We ſhould chuſe Jeſus Chriſt as our 
guide to never-ending bleſſedneſs, and follow 
his inſtructions, becauſe he walked 8 us. 
in the way which he preſcribed, and 
ziſed the duties and virtues which 2 re- 
quired of us, as the conditions of our be- 
coming bleſſed for ever. 
It was objected with truth, to ſome of the 
 Philejep4ers, that while they taught an ex- 
alted virtue, their own practice was ſunk. 
low in ſenſuality and vice. And it hath 
been the juſt reproach of other inſtructors 
ſince, that though they taught a contempt 
of this world, and a ſupreme regard to im- 
mortality, they were notoriouſly bent on 
ſecuring as large a portion as they could of 
that world, which they perſuaded other men 
to deſpiſe. This is a ſtrong diſcouragement 
from obſerving inſtructions for attaining hap- 
pineſs, that the perſon who gives them, by 
his diſregard to them, appears not to be- 
lieve bimtelf; or, if he approves the advices 
in ſpeculation, finds them not reducible into 

ractice. 

But thus did u? our Divine Maſter. He 
ſhowed himſelf fully perſuaded of the ne- 
ceſſity and excellence of the temper and con- 
duct which he recommended, as prepara- 
tory tor eternal bleſſednels, by cultivating 

theſe himself; and of the practicableneſs of 
| the Vvictues: Which he required, by practiſing 


them 
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them himſelf in their nobleſt degrees. And 
by the way, this gives us a firm aſſurance, 

that he ſaid no more than he I to be true, 
when he declared that God ſent him from 
heaven, to conduct thoſe who ſhould be- 
lieve in him to never- ending felicity. For 
can it with any reaſon be ſuppoſed, that a 
perſon ſo eminently pious, ſo ſtrictly vir- 
ruous and diſintereſtedly beneficent, as the whole 
life of Jeſus proved him to be, could be 
capable of wicked!y deceiving the world, in 
an affair of the greateſt importance to man- 
kind, and this without any proſpect of ad- 
vantage to himſelf; and ſhould even chuſe 
to confirm a known talſchood by a volun- 
tary death? 
Does our Divine Maſter then require, as 
a condition of our for ever enjoying the 
beatific viſion of God, that we love the Lord 
our God with all our hearts, that we make 
it the firſt and great concern of life to know 
and do bis will, and approve ourſelves to 
him ;———that we ſteddily truſt in his pro- 
Vidence, and chearfully reſign ourſelves to 
his diſpoſal amidſt the moſt afflictive events: 
-and that, in order to preſerve this tem- 
per, with regard to an 7nvI/ible God, amidſt 
the diſtractions of ſenſe and the world, we 
daily retire to our cloſets, pray to God in 
ſecret, and gratefully praiſe him? Jus, 
hen doing 1 had filled up his days, 


ſpent 
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ſpent whole nights in devotion. It was his 
meat and his drink to do the will of him that 
ſent him; and he lived and laboured: for no 


other end than promoting the glory of his 
Father, by reviving and advancing genuine 


piety and goodneſs. He ſacrificed even his 
life to this deſign; and under the heavieſt 


ſufferings his language was, Father, nat my 


will, but thine be done. With reaſon there- 
fore, we reſolve to cultivate a devotion like 


| his, as our preparation for knowing, lov- 


ing, and obeying God perfectly in the ever- 
laſting ſtate ; eſpecially, when we cannot 


now form ourſelves to high degrees of this 
- temper [1 without anticipating Aa good | degree 5 


of the bleſſedneſs for which we are thus 
qualifying ourſelves. 

Or does Jeſus Chriſt require, that we 
diſpoſe our ſelves for the ſociety and friendſhip | 
of ſpirits made perlt, by loving our nei gh- 
bour as ourſelves, by enlarging our hearts 
to love all men, by delighting to do all the 
good we can, and eſteeming it more bleſſed 
to give than to receive; and ſuppreſſing pride, 
anger, revenge and ſelfiſhneſs, that we eſta- 
bliſh - gentleneſs, meekneſs, and affeQtionate 


| humanity ? With reaſon we regard and obey 
bim, who came from heaven on the gene- 


rous deſign of ſaving and making happy a 


world of ſinners, who" went about doing good, 


whole life was filled with miracles of kind- 


neſs 
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neſs and m:rcy, and who was himſelf a mi- 
racle of mildneſs and compaſſion, deſerving 
the beſt treatment, yet chearfully enduring 

the worſt, and ttill puriuing his moſt bene- 
volent ſchemes; ; and who, when dying, 
prayed for his murderers; and after his re- 
ſurrection ſent his apoſtles, to make them, 


in Eis name, the * fr / offers of pardon, and 


of life and blefſednets everlaſting. Nor can 
we cultivate this warm and ſteddy good neſs 
of heart, without enjoying divine ſatisfactions 
in the conſciouſneſs, and in the exerciſes 


_ of this temper, which will give us alſo a 


Zajſte of the bleſſedneſs of that world, where 
we (hall /-e and love in perfection God who 
ig love, Feſus the worthy offspring and re- 


ſemblance cf the beſt of beings, the friend 


and Saviour of mankind, be tranſported with 
their full approbation, and exult in the com- 
pleat felicity of millions, of all who are fit 
to be made happy. 

Or finally, does Chriſt our Lords com- 


mand us to deſpiſe the pleaſures bs: © 


tereſts of a dying body and a perijhing world, 
in compariſon of the ſatisfactions of good- 
neſs and devotion, and readily to ſacrifice 
them, yea, life itſelf, to the honour o! God, 
and the intereſts of virtue and piety ; chuſing 
rather to part with the world than with a 


* Luke 1 47. 
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conſcience and the favour of God; and 


| ry think ourſelves happy i in his aſſurance of 
our having treaſures and a great reward in 
heaven? Our great Maſter did xo? preach 
 mortification and pradtiſe ſenſuality, recom- 
mend to his diſciples an heavenly temper, 
and apply himſelf wholly to lay up treaſures 
upon earth; command us to adhere to truth 
Whatever it might coſt us, and himſelf ac- 
quire popularity, and decline ſufferings, by 
diſſimulation, and by humouring the pre- 
judices and vices of the age. No: 
made it apparent that he ſought and ef 


he 


no other pleafures, but the ſatisfactions of 
honouring God, converting with him, and 
doing good to men; and that he regarded 


no intereſts, but the intereſts of piety and 
virtue. To the teſtimony of the truth he 


ſacrificed an * offered kingdom and the fa- 
vour of his countrymen, which he might 


have ſecured by an indulgence to their pre- 


judices and corruptions, and choſe to die 


for confirming his ſpiritual religion, and en- 


dured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. With 


reaſon therefore we apply to him to lead us 


in the way everlaſting, who /ved as he di- 
refed us to live, exemplified in his own 


temper. and converſation the beauty,. dig- 


nity and happineſs of conſummate picty and 
* John vi. 15. 


Io goodneſs 5 


2 
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| goodneſs ; and who, through thoſe paths 


| wherein he commands and encourages us 


to walk, ſought, and entered before us, that 


heaven which he promiſed to his followers. 
This leads our thoughts to a 


2d Recommendation of the Son of God 
as our Guide; that having, at the cloſe of a 
life moſt pious, beneficent, and heavenly, 
confirmed by his teſtimony, when about to 
die, his promiſes of * eternal life to his obe- 
dient diſciples, he voluntarily died, and then 
roſe again, as he promiſed to raiſe them; 
and viſibly and gloriouſly aſcended into that 
heaven, the everlaſting poſſeſſion of which 
he engaged to confer upon all who ſhould 
believe and obey him. Would YFe/as have 


claimed a temporal kingdom inſtead of preach- 


ing an heavenly one, the rulers and nation 
of the Fews would generally have ſided with 
bim, and inſtead of accuſing him to Pate, 


would have fought for him againſt the Ro- 


mans. This the hiſtory of Feſephus, as well 


as of the Evangelifis, proves to have been 
the diſpoſition of the nation at that time. 
Yea, would Jeſus at the laſt have renounced 
before Pilale his claim to be the + Meſſiab, he 


would have faved him from the croſs; but 
Fieſus witneſſed before him a good confeſſion, and 


declared to the high prieſts alſo, that he was 
the Son of God, and that they ſhould | e 


* John xiv. 2. + John xviii. 31.—xix. 4. 
Matthew xxv1, Ga, RE rs Hl. 67, 
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him coming in the.clouds of heauen with power 
and great glory, to raiſe and reward his 
friends, and puniſh his enemies. The ſouls 
of bis friends, according to his promiſe on 
the croſs, ſhould in the mean time, as they 
left this world, * be with him in Paradiſe. 
His frank declaration to the chief prieſts oc- 
_ (cafioned their adjudging him to death, and 
\ furniſhed the 'Pratongee for Pilate s condemn- 
© N him. 4 | 
As our Lord then reaſoned with his dil. 
ciples a little before his death, we may rea- 
ſon upon the facts now before us. + 1 
my Father's houſe are many manſions; if it 
_ *nvere: not fo I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And when 1 . 
bade gone and prepared a place for you, I 
aii come again and receive you to myſelf : 
that where I am, you may be alſo. Had not 
this been a moſt certain truth, had not 
Jeſus fully -470wn himſelf to have. been ſent 
down from heaven, with the promiſe of 
eternal life to the faithful and obedient, 
- he would, in view. of death, and when he 
might thus have declined it, have dropped his 
pretenſions, and not have ſealed by a vo- 
lumtary death, a declaration, which, "if falſe, 
be knew to be ſo. Tis therefore paſt all 
rational doubt that Feſus believed bimſelf to 
be Sent down. from heaven by God, to ſave 


2 Luke xxiil, 43. + John xiv, 2. 
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the world, and to give eternal life unto al! 
who ſhould believe and obey him. And if 
he believed himſelf to be thus commiſſioned, 
he muſt really have been the Son of God. 
He could not but now whether he cane 
down from God out of heaven, and re= | 

} 


ceived inſtructions from him, and a power | 
to work numerous miracles in confirmation 
of his miſſion. He is therefore a * faithful, 2 
witneſs, and his promiſes of eternal life are 1 
ſure; and on the beſt reaſons we reſolve 7 
to follow him as our Guide to heaven, and 4 
rejoice in the glorious ops: of cvertaſiing 
bleſſedneſs. 


Eſpecially fince we can add the publick : 
manner in which God his Father owned him 
as his Son, by raiſing him from the dead 
on the third day according to his repeated 
Predictions. This the God of truth and the 
God of life would not have done, had he 
not really commiſſioned Feſus to be our In- 1 
ſtructor and Guide to everlaſting. bleſſed- BI 
neſs. The enemies of Jeſus ſet guards to JE! 


watch his grave, and prevent his diſciples _ 1 
from taking away his dead body, and report- — 
ing that he was riſen, But an earthquake, 1 


and an appearance of angels terrified thoſe 
J guards; ; the angels removed the great ſtone 
which covered the ſepulchre ; and Yeſus 
: having, by his obedience unto death, re- 
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covered. the grant of immortality for man- 
kind, returned to life. He appeared often 


to his diſciples, and converſed with them 


for, *|, forty days, inſiructing them in the 
8 things which pertained to the kingdom of God; 
70 
once, and afterward, in the view of num- 
bers, was received upon a bright cloud, at- 
tended by angels „ into heaven. To one of 
his diſciples. he + appeared afterward in glory 


ſeen alive by more than five hundred at 


K 


at the right-hand. of God, and unto || 700; of 
his a poſtles, St. Paul and St. John, with : a 
Ade and ſplendor above the light of the 
ſun. And from all this we can with full 


certainty conclude, .. that according to his 
declarations, he will come again to at 


the dead, to Judge the. world in rigbteouſ 


neſs, and receive his friends, poſſeſſed of 

bodies immortal and glo: ious like his on, 

to the fulneſs of bliſs. for eternity. | 
- Certainly. Le well deferves to be 1 | 


by every prudent perſon, as a Guide 70 ever - 


laſting life; who having converſed upon earth, 
after a molt pious, beneficent, and heavenly 
manner, and thus ſhown us how we thould 


live; having by numerous. miracles, parti- 


cularly by raiſing. the dead, proved himſelf. 
authorized by God to promile a reſurtection 5 


and ao bleiſofinels to all Hs Aae 


* A + 1 r Cor, 1 v. 6. | 7 . vil. 
Adds viii.— Rev. i. 5 
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diſciples; that he might, beyond all rational 
doubt, aſſure them of the truth of his de- 
| claratiohs and promiſes, and that piety and 
virtue, though ill treated, or not fully re- 
warded during this ſtate of trial, would be 
infinitely rewarded hereafter: ſubmitted to 
die, and then roſe again, and fhowed him- 
felf alive by many "infallible progfs, and 
then, in open day, before many witneſles, 
aſcended to the heaven which he promiſed, 
and proved himſelf there inveſted with ſu- 
preme authority, by ſending down from 
thence to his apoſtles the Holy Spirit, in his 
miraculous powers and gifts. My friends, | 
the God who thus owned Jeſus in life, in 
death, and after death, certainly commiſſioned 
him. And it God commiſſioned Tejus Chrift, 
his precepts are of divine authority, his pro- 
miſes of infallible certainty; and if we 
would fo paſs through this life, as certainly 
to attain life everlaſting, we muſt apply 
_ unto him for direction; and when, from 
his goſpel, we have learned his inſtructions, . 
chearfully and conſtantly purſue them; 
and * Jive ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in 
this Preſent evil ' world, looking for the bleſſed 
Lupe, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and of our Saviour Fefus Chriſt, Who 
will cauſe the I trump of God to found, and 
raiſe 407 the dead, and "charge our vile Dogres, 


Tit. ii. 11. + 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. —Phil, 111. 21. | 
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that they may be faſhioned Iike unto his glorious 
body: according to the working, whereby he 
18 able to ſubdue even all things unto himſelf. 


We ſhall be yet more fully convinced, 


that ſuch a conduct will prove our greateſt 


wiſdom, if we proceed diſtinctly to conſider . 


the directions given by our Lord, which are 
evidently luch, that the obſervance of them 
forms in vs the temper of heaven, gives a fore- 
taſte of its bleſſedneſs, and prepares us upon 
leaving this world to enjoy it in perfection. 

The illuſtration of this argument I ſhall re- 
ſerve for the next diſcourſe, and conclude 

5 this with one inference. 


And what reaſon have we Chriſtians 


 bighly to value the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
a Find adbere to it? No acquiſition can 
be ſo important as eternal life; nothing can 
_ equally concern us as to be bleſſed for ever: 


The acquiſition is of infinite value, the con- 


cern of everlaſting importance. Propor- 
tionably valued and loved by us ſhould Feſzs 
be, who alone gives from God a clear and 
full aſſurance of our obtaining it; an aſ- 
ſurance confirmed by numerous miracles, by 
his voluntary death in atteſtation of the pro- 
| miſe, and by his glorious reſurrection from 


the dead. Whole directions alſo for attain- 


ing it are ſuch, as if we faithfully obſerve 
them, will belp us to paſs life in poſſeſſion 


of the beſt ſatisfactions, and immediately 
ſuit 
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en our ſouls to the enjoyment of a divine 


and immortal bleſſedneſs in heaven. 
Reaſon could not g ſure ſuch imperſeci and 
1 creatures, of ſo immenſe a bleſſedneſs 


and reward. The promiſes made by Moſes 


relate to the life that now is. Our being 


happy for ever depends wholly upon the 


| Free Goodneſs of God, and he alone can give 


us an afſurance of it. How highly then, 
| ſhould we eſteem TFeſus, who _brought us 
down this moſt precious promiſe from God 
his Father, who by his obedience unto death 
rendered this rich favour, moſt conſiſtent | 
with the honour of the divine laws and go- 
vernment, and who tenders it to us on ſuch 


gracious terms. We muſt be ungrateful to 


the richeſt goodneſs, weary of the beſt plea- 
ſures, and unaffected by the moſt glorious = 


Hopes, if we willingly give up this religion 


for the /icentiouſneſs and uncertainties of in- 
fidelity. Let us rather, as wiſe men, ca- 
pable of knowing the worth of a divine and 


D everlaſting. felicity, and a rational aſſurance 


of attaining it, eſteem above all things the 


goſbel of Jeſus Chriſt, which bath brought to 


_ light an incorruptible life, and alhere to it 
Mm againſt STE temptation. 
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7 5 Simon Peter anfwered. him, Lord, a. 


 avhom ſhall ave go? Thou haſt the words of 
eternal life. 46 we believe and are Es. 
that thou art the Sake the Son - the 
; Fon: God. 


Toy r vom 1 . to abuſe 
and follow Feſus Chriſt as your guide 


to life eternal, I propoſed: to inſiſt on +7400 


powerful recommendations of the Son of 


 Gad to our belief and obedience :- 
I. His compleat qualification 4 this i T1 
portant office, of guiding mankind to ever- 
laſting bleſſedneſs, which was nee 
in the preceding diſcourſe: and 


II. The irections given by hin. "Theo: 
I ſhall now ſet before you, and prove i to 


be ſuch, as if we obſerve them, will e 
in us the temper of — yield us Foretaſtes 


of 


"3 $4) « ; 3 
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of the bleſſedneſs, and prepare us upon 
leaving this world to enjoy it perfecly. . 
I. If we would obtain eternal life under | 
the conduct of Jeſus Chrift, tis neceſſary 
that we heartily believe him ſent of God,” 
to lead us to it. This our Divine Maſter 
declared to be neceſſary, when he faid, ® He 
that believeth en the Son bath everlaſting life, 4 
and he that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee 
ie, but the wrath of God abideth on bim. 
The reafonableneſs of thus regarding ge 
| Chrift was ſhown in the preceding diſcourſe ; 
and it is as evidently neceſſary that we may 
_ faithfully follow his Directions. For unleſs 
we are fully perſuaded that Te eſus Chrift was 
appointed by God, to acquaint us with the 
conditions we muſt perform, if we would 
be accepted by him unto life eternal; when- 
ever in the way of obedience we are called to 


deny ourſelves pleaſures or intereſts dear to 


us, to practiſe difficult duties, or reſolutely 
to endure ſufferings for confeleace ſake, we 
ſhall decline from the path of life, and ſub- 
ſtitute worldly policy, the maxims of car- 
nal wiſdom; or the examples of the ſenſual, 


the artful, and proſperous, as our rules en 


conduct, inſtead of the plain precepts of our 
heavenly guide. The young ruler, W0 
came to conſult Jh, as to what muſt be 
done if 0 would inherit eternal life, ſeems 


mY * John TIL 36. = dere N J | 
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to have been deficient in this effential quali- 


_ fication. He probably regarded Jeſus as a 
more excellent teacher than the Jewiſh Rab 

bes, but was not fully perſuaded of his di- 
vine authority. If he had believed in him 


* th the beart,. his aſſurance of obtaining 


eternal life as a diſciple of Chrif, though | 
| he gave up his eſtate, would have deter- 
mined him to + /e// all and give it to the 
Poor, as Jęſus required him, and chearfully | 
to follow the Son of God, in preaching and 
promoting his goſpel. For what rational 
perſon could heſitate, whether he ſhould 


prefer the certain acquiſition of everlaſting 


bleſſedneſs, to the poſſeſſion of a large for- 
tune for a few years? He was therefore de- 
Feftive in his faith, as well as exceſſive in 
his /ove to riches, This our Lord intimates 
in his anſwer to the queſtion, Good Maſter, 
what ſhall I do that 1 may inherit eternal 


liſe? And Fefus ſaid unto him, Why calleſt 


thou me good? There is none good but one, that 


is God, Thoſe high titles, and that implicit 
ſubmiſſion which you give to your rabbies 
and maſters, are due only to God, or to 


perſons immediately — by him. 


God alone, who is the giver ofeternal life, 
is our Maſter, to fix abſol utely the condi- 
tions on which we may obtain it. As you 
| therefore believe me a mere man, oninipered : 


© Rom. x. 97 10. 4 Mak X. 17. | | 
and 
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and unauthorized by him, you give me too 


high a title, much above the faith which 


| you have in me. 

Tis therefore fundamentally neceſſary, to 
our obtaining immortal bleſſedneſs, under 
the conduct of Jeſus Cbriſt, that we fre- 


quently and ſeriouſſy meditate on the proofs 


which he gave, by his miracles, martyrdom, 


and reſurrection, that he was ſent by God; 
and then, from a full conviction, that we 


can attain this bleſſedneſs in no other way, 
reſolve faithfully to obſerve his inſtructions, 


and ſeriouſly and impartially ſtudy the goſpel! 

as our rule of life, determined to practiſe 
Whatever he therein commands, as we hope 
for the never ending felicity which he hath 
_ promiſed to the obedient. Being thus pre- 


' pared, we ſhall chearfully and reſolutely 


| keep the commandments of God, which was 
the general direction given by our Lord to. 
the young rich man, F 7hou wilt enter into 


x 5 He, keep the commandments, In particular, 
2. We muſt love the Lord our God with 
4 our heart,” and foul, and ſtrength. That 
our Divine Maſter included the in his an- 


ſwer, among the commands of God which 


muſt be kept, and regarded it as a princi- 


pal command, is evident; as from the na- 


ture of the precept, ſo from his expreſsly 


mentioning it, in anſwer to a like queſtion 
of a /awyer, recorded by. St, Lucke. * Jefus 


* Luke x. 26. 
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faid 4 /nto. zum, What . 15 ritten in the law; 
how Fade thon? Aud he anſwering, g. ſaid, : 


Thou 1 ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 


heart, and with all th 2 and with all thy 
Rivers 2th, and with all 4 155 and thy nei gh. 


bour as thyſelf. And "rfl "aid unto him, 


Ton haſt anf wered right ; this do and thou 


ſhalt live. And the reaſon why our Divine 
Maſter, in anſwer to the young rich man 


who enquir ed particularly which command 


ments he muſt do, mentioned only the du- 


ties owing to our neighbour, ſeems to have 
been this. The Fews at that time were 
groſsly deficient in the practice of theſe; and 


while they had a zeal for God, and for pro- 


feſſing ds religion, even to fury, were With 
out love to their neighbour, without righte-' 


ouſneſs, equity, and mercy, covetous, A 


juſt, falſe, cruel, and revengeful. The obe 
of Get is then the ff and great command- 


ment, neceſſary to be obſerved by all Who 


would obtain eternal life. 
To fulfil this, we muſt gen and / ſerior 2 


think of the goodneſs of God, and of his num- 


berleſs benefits, to whom we are indebted 
for our being, for all our faculties of action 


and of enjoyment, for the grand, beauteous, 


and fruitful world which we inhabit, and for 
all the good things! it yields us; to whom 
we are eſpecially indebred for: our capacities 


of eternal blefledneſs, and our hope of at- 


dining it, i. the gratitude and obedience 
of 


\ 
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of a 3 life; for the gift of his Son as 
our Saviour, and for his continued kindneſs, 
in being ready through him to forgive all 
our ſins, to aſſiſt and accept our imperfect 8 
endeavours to pleaſe him, and to reward 
We muſt often and 
ſeriouſly think of this goodneſs, recolle& and 
gratefully celebrate theſe numerous and inva- 
luable benefits, until we are fully convinced 
that there is none good lite God, none to 
whom we have the millionth part the obli- 


them everlaſtingly.- 


gations we have to him; and until we Bear- 


tily reſolve to make him every return of gra- 
titude and obedience in our power; and ra- 
ther to diſpleaſe every one than offend God. 
Till we with pleaſure praiſe every inſtance 


of virtue and humanity, becauſe pleaſing 


inſtances of gratitude to God, expecting all 


our happineſs from his favour, and makin 


It the delightful concern of life to fulfil his 
commands ; and prompted by our admira- 

tion of his unbounded beneficence, imitate 
him in deing good to all within e our influ- 


ence. | 


This i is a feetch of NHS love to God / which 


we muſt cultivate by daily meditation, praiſe, 


and deyotian ;; and influenced by which, we 
muſt abſtain, from all evil, and readily prac- 
tiſe every thing holy and excellent, chear- 
full depending on the divine favour and 
lee, And, in bay 25 eternal li ife, the. 
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gift of the Divine E Bounty, throw, as 

Grit. ty, Eva Tf 
That this is a mol e dnl; diſpoſition, 5 

appears from the confideration of the un- 
undes benevolence of the Deity, and of 

the great and numberleſs benefits which he 

hath conferred upon us. And that it is ne- 


ceſſary to our attaining eternal life and bleſ- 


ſedneſs, appears from hence, that the chief 
felicities of heaven ariſe out of the love of 
God made perfect, out of bright and large 
views of his excellencies and works, exalted 
admiration, gratitude and devotion to him, 
and tranſporting aſſurances of his acceptance ; 
of enjoying which, a ſoul eſtranged from 
the love of God is as ben as it 1s un- 
ne 
If we would: inherit eternal life we 
muſt alſo ve our neighbour as ourſelves. 
This, according to our Lord's following ex- 
plication of the precept, includes in its low- 
eſt ſenſe, abſtaining entirely from all acts of 
injuſtice and unkindneſs to him; ſuch as 
_ adultery, murder, theft, falſe witneſs, ſlan- 
der, and fraud. For certainly, he who 
loves another, and defires his welfare ſin- 
cerely as his own, will never deprive him 
of the enjoyments of life, or do to him what i 
would render him unhappy. 
But this is not all enjoined, niarely: ner 
3 or hurting our neighbour, but we 
muſt love him as ourſelves. Whatever ws 
e 
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with reaſon. would that he ſhould do unto us, 


and to promote our well-being, hat in pa- 


rallel circumſtances we muſt do unto him. 
We muſt practiſe every inſtance of huma- 
nity, compaſſion, and generous kindneſs to- 
wards others ; which we think it reaſonable, 


and deſire that they ſhould practiſe. towards 


us. We muſt exert this benevolence, ac- 
cording to our maſter's explication of the 


precept in the parable of the good Samaritan, 


not only to our particular r:ends, to per- 


ſans of the ſame country, party and religious 
profeſſion, but towards all men, as we have 
opportunity and ability; ſupplying the neceſ= 
ſitous, comforting the dejected, relieving the 
diſtreſſed, and even praying for, and doing 


good to our enemies. We muſt, by thus imi- 


tating the Divine Benevolence, prove our- 
ſelves the genuine Children of Gad, whoſe 
* tender mercies are over all bis works, who 


is kind to the unkind and the unthankful, and 
long". ſuffering and abundant in mercy to ſin- 
ners; Þ and who, if we forgive others their 
 treſpaſſes, will forgive us ours, but execute 


y Any without mercy an tvuſe who have 


n NO-MENCY. 
This generous and divine diſpoſition, 
which: our Lord requires as one qualifica- 


tion for immortal bleſſedneſs, if it generally 
4 hath ene would. Son from. the earth all 


| Matth.! "A 44.— «ft, vi. 14 B 
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contentions, wars, injuries, and complaints, 
would ſupply every want and lighten every 
ſorrow. It would cauſe mutual eſteem, 
Friendſhip, and joy in each other's welfare, 
to abound every where; would qualify man- 
kind to receive from the goodneſs of their 
_ heavenly father, every bleſſing which the 
preſent ſtate could admit, and change earth 
into a lower heaven. Whereas the contrary 
diſpoſitions, ſelfiſhneſs, injuſtice, anger, ha- 
tred, pride, and envy, where-ever they pre- 
vail, make earth a kind of hell. In great 
| kindneſs, therefore, to mankind, and upon 
unalterable reaſons, our bleſſed Lord re- 
quires us to cultivate this generous good will, 
and unbounded benignity of heart, as our 
qualification for becoming bleſſed for ever 
in heaven. Since deſtitute of this, we could 
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* not be approved by a God infinitely bene- 
| | ' valent and merciful, nor be happy in the 
| contemplation and love of his infinite good- 
„ neſs, nor in the preſence and love of our 
generous Redeemer. Nor could we bear a 
it pleaſing part in the converſations, friend- | 
= -thips, and employments of the benevolent 
(| angels, and of other ſpirits made perfect; 
| . whoſe heavenly life is a perpetual intercourſe 
[| of eſteem and friendſhip, and of commu- 
il nications of knowledge, devotion, and hap- 
Ci pineſs. For the beſt reaſons, ae 76-4 we 
1 regard Jeſus Chriſt as a Divine Guide to 
i | happincls, and reſolye to follow his inſtruc- 
1 FE | tions; 
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tions, 2 5 requires us to mortify every ma- 
licious, envious, and injurious affection, and 


to love our neighbour as ourſelves. 


4. If we would obtain eternal life, we 


muſt regulate our affefttons to the interęſſis 
and pleaſures f the body, conſtantly ſubordi- 


_ nating theſe to the love of God and of our 
neighbour, and to our purſuit and attain- 
ment of the heavenly felicity. We muſt, 
as * trangers and pilgrims on the earth, abſtain 


From fleſhly luſts which war againſt the ſoul ; 


and never ſuffer our + hearts to be overcharged 
with ſurfeiting, drunkenneſs, or with the cares 


of this life. Yea, we mult be ſo moderate, 
in our eſteem and deſires of the innocent en- 
joyments of life, and preſerve ſo ſuperior a 


value for the divine favour, the ſatisfactions 


of a good conſcience, and the bleſſedneſs of 
heaven ; as to be able readily to reſign eve- 


ry earthly good, when we cannot retain it 
with integrity, and without betraying the 
great truths of religion, or neglecting the 
ſervice and intereſt of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This he demanded of the young rich 
man, who conſulted him about the way to 
life eternal. He being qualified, if he poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of this diſpoſition, to become 
extenſively uſeful by following Jeſus Chriſt, 


; * preaching his goſpel ; our Lord directed 


A Pati x16 | + Luke xxi, 34. 
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him, if he would be perfect, to ſell all that 


he had, and give it to the Poor, and to attend 
wholly upon him, promiting that he ſhould 
then have treaſures in heaven. Retaining a 
large eſtate in Judea, was at that time in- 
confiſtent with ſpreading the religion of 


Chriſt in the world, in dire& oppoſition to 


the magiſtrates of the eus, and of other 


nations, who-punithed the faithful preach- 
ers of the goſpel with the loſs of their goods, 
with impriſonment and death, Our Lord 


therefore CO this young man to give his 
wealth to the poor, and devote himſelf to 


the protnoting the ſpiritual kingdom of the 


Meſſiah, depending on the ſpecial care and 
ſupplies of the Divine Providence for this 
Life, and on being rewarded after death 


with an abundant treaſure in heaven. And 


What demand could be more reafonable, 

when not only his earthly treaſures would 
ſoon be loſt, in the deſtruction of the Jewiſh | 
ſtate by the Romans, but when, could he 


have poſſeſt them to the longeſt date of hu- 
man life, they would not have borne the leaſt 
proportion to the infinite worth of the hea- 


venly felicity, to the everlaſting poſſeſſion of 


an inheritance in the New Jeruſalem 2. 


III conformity to this demand of our 3 
Lord, although ve are zot obliged to ſell all 


that we have, and give it to the poor, be- 


cauſe Chriſt does not really call us to it, nor 
"ES mn A - does 
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does the preſent ſtate of his religion, or of 
its profeſſors, require it; yet we are * 79 be 
rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, will- 


ing to communicate, and thus to lay up for 


curſelves treaſures in heaven. Yea, farther, 


ſhould the Divine Providence ever call vs 


to this trial, that we cannot retain the fa- 
vour of our friends, our eftates, or even our 
ves, without deſerting a good cauſe, and 
denying the truths and religion of Chriſt ; 


we muſt be animated by ſo ſuperior an affec- 


tion to God, to Chriſt, and to heaven, as 


chearfully to give up all, perſuaded that 


everlaſting bleſſedneſs is chcaply purchaſed 
at this price. 


We muſt allo conſtantly maintain fach 


a moderation in our affections to the intereſts 


and pleaſures of a mortal body, as to f 
and enjoy our chief happineſs at prejent in 


the favour of God, the joys of an approving 


conſcience, and the hope of heaven; ſub- 


jecting every worldly purſuit to our improve- 
ment in virtue and piety, and our beſt pre- 


paration for everlaſting bleſſedneſs. This 


- Chriſt requires, not only by his determina- 


tion in regard to the young rich man, but 
by his commands at other times, to fake up 
eur croſs, and to follow bim; and by his ex- 
preſs determination, that if any one ſhould 


21 Tim. vi. 15. Tixke 3 Ku, 37. 
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love father or mother, or wife or children, or 
lands or houſes, or even his own life more than 
him, he would not be worthy of him. And 
although this to ſome may appear an hard 
ſaying, yet is it manifeſtly reaſonable, as a 
condition of eternal hfe, in the rational and 
divine enjoyments of which we cannot be 
compleatiy bleſſed, while our tempers diſ- 


poſe us to prefer ſenſual and animal plea- 


ſures and worldly riches. In requiring this 


factifice, therefore, our Lord requires no 
more than is fi# and neceſſary to be made, 
and we ſhould chi and chearfully obey 


him as our en to life and. bleſſedneſs eter 


aal. | 
Finally, as mankind, when Chriſt open- | 


4 the kingdom of heaven, had been grefsly 


defeffive in keeping the commands of God, 
and been great ſinners, and as all generations 
_ have more or leſs reſembled them here- 

* repentance towards God, attended with 
an efbumbls hope in his mercy through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and followed with fincere and conſtant 


endeavours to eſtabliſh and improve the love 
of God and our neighbour, are made by 
him neceſſary conditions of our obtaining 

everlaſting life. Chriſt declared that + be. 
5 wand 7o'call-finners to repentance; and that 


4 except Zhey repented they muſt periſh, li Re. 


Acts nn 7 Matth. ix. 12. 
+ Luke xili. 3. Acts iii. 19. 
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pent and be converted, that your fins may be 
 Glotted out, ſaid his apoſtle, and ſuch peni- 
tents Jeſus expreſsly aſſured, that * all manner 
of fin and blaſphemy ſhould be forgiven them. 
And all penitents have redemption through bis 


Blood, which was Þ ſhed for many for the re- 
miſſion of ſins, We muſt therefore, in re- 
gard to every inſtance wherein we have wil- 


fully violated our duty to God, to our neigh- 
bour, or to ourſelves, be heartily grieved, 
deeply humbled, and thoroughly reformed. 
Have we lived forgetful of God? We 


muſt I remember our Creator, and acquaint 


our ſelves with him; and cheriſh, by daily 
exerciſes of devotion, || a conviction of his 


preſence and goodneſs, a lively gratitude for 
his benefits, and a prevailing concern to ap- 


prove ourſelves to him. If we have treated 
others unkindly or unjuſtly, we muſt be hear- 


tily grieved for it, make ſati faction to the 
injured, and become for the future not only 


Juſt, but kind and compaſſionate. We muſt 


continue our endeavours to rectify a proud, 
angry, covetous, or envious temper; and 


not reſt until the love of God, and good- 


will to mankind become our temper; and 


be continually improving in it. This is evi- 
dently the duty and wiſdom of perſons whe 


© Matth. xii. z. + Eph. i. 7. 
+ Eecl, xi}, 1. Matth. vi, 6. 
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are aſſured, that in proportion to their im 
provements herein will be their intereſt in the 
everlaſting reward. 
In this courſe, we un chearfully truſt i m 
the Divine Mercy for pardon and accept- 
ance through Jeſus Chriſt, and we ſhall then 
obtain eternal life, which 3 is both the * gie 
of God through Jeſus Chriſt, and the reward 
of a patient continuance in well-doing, If our 
Lord, with reaſon, required of his diſciples, 
that they love God and their neighbour, 
and cultivate an heavenly temper ; with the 
fame reaſon he requires that we ſhould re- 
| fent of our violations of theſe commands, 
which is rooting out the oppoſite diſpoſi- 
tions, and acquiring and eſtabliſhing the 
good. As a preacher of repentance, we 
therefore, with good reafon, regard and 
obey eſis Chriſt, in hope of thus recover 
ing the favour of God, and nien eter- 
nal life. 
I his may be ſufficient for proving the 
= propoſition, that if we would have full /a- 
tisfaFion in the important inquiry after com- 
pleat happineſs, and obtain eternal life, we 
ſhould apply ourſelves to Fe/us Cbriſt, and 
follow his inſtructions, who is fully e 
N fied and authorized to direct us aright, and 
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whoſe directions approve themſelves to our 
reaſon, and in our obſervance of them, pre- 
pare us to enjoy the divine and everlaſting 8 
felicity which he promiſes. 


Let me cloſe the diſcourſe with men- 
1 two reflections. 
: From the directions which our Divine x 
Maſter gave to thoſe who were deſirous of 
eternal life, we may learn, how weakly 

and mſchievouſly they talk, who decry mo- 

rality as a mean thing, and of little import- 

ance to our ſalvation and final happineſs. 
By theſe men, warm enthuſiaſtic paſſions, 
and a confident appropriation of the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, are ſubſtituted in the room 
of a perſonal righteouſneſs of their own; of 
the love of God, and of our neighbour, pre- 
vuailing in the heart, and animating the con- 
duct. But, my friends, whatever goſpel 
theſe men ws 4 you clearly ſee that it is 
not the goſpel of Chriſt. For more than 
once, when he was aſked, what muſt be 
done by thoſe who would inherit eternal 
life; he did not anſwer the enquirers, you 
muſt h nothing, but rely by faith on my 
righteouſneſs. No ; -bis anſwer was, If 
you will enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. Love the Lord your God with all 
Jour beart, and your nei ghbour as 52 4 x 
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This do, and you ſhall live. * And not every 
one who ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he who doth 

the will of my Father who is in heaven: who 
 heareth the moral precepts contained in the 
ſermon on the Mount, and doth them. 

| Inſtead therefore of liſtening to ſuch de- 

n let us hearken to our Saviour, and 
cultivate Chriſtian norality, the love of God, 
and of mankind ; and judge of our intereſt 

in the Divine Favour, and of our title to 

heaven by our proficience in theſe diſpoſi- 

tions, which are indeed the image of God 
on the ſoul, and a principal part of the tem- 
per of heaven. Let us practiſe all piety 
and virtue, in obedience to the laws, and in 
imitation of the pattern, of the bleſſed Fe- 
fits, and in chearful hope of acceptance with 

God unto eternal life through him. And 
when he ſhall ſay to the preſumptuous ne- 

glecters and deſpiſers of morality, Depart 

= me, I never knew you, ye Workers of 
iniquity, who would have made me the 
1 u, niſter of of fin : he will ſay unto us, I Well 

p ye good and faithful ſervants, you have, 

by a patient continuance in well- doing, Sought 

for glory, honour, and immortality ; Teceive 

ye life . Te 0 —— 8 
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2. Are we all deſigned for eternal life, 


and may we attain it by keeping the com- 
 mandments of God; let us make religion and 
virtue the great concern of life, and attend 
to this as our great buſineſs to become ap- 
proved of God, and bleſſed for ever. How 
inexcuſable and ſelf-condemned are many 
nominal Chriſtians, who are in earneſf as 10 


every other concern, but in the concern of 


their ſouls, and of their everlaſting felicity, 
minding theſe formally and negligentiy, 
while they are all ſcriouſnels, warmth, and 


activity in proſecuting the intereſts of a tran- 
ſitory life! How unreaſonable this in per- 


ſons who profeſs to expect eternal life in a 
courſe of obedience to the goſpel. Let us 
Chriſtians act more wiſely, and as perſons 
who know the value of a bl eſſedneſs, which, 
after millions of ages of poſſeſſion, will bh 


ſtill ze and compleat, and ſtill everla/ling.— 
And as we would not be tormented in the 
next ſtate with deſpairing reflections, on 


5 having ſacrificed this infinite bleſſedneſs to 


the trifles of time “Let us attend to re- 
ligion as the one thing needful. 


Let us begin every day with ſerious devo- 


tion, thus endeavouring to improve ourſelves 


in the love of God, and to ſtrengthen our 


conviction of the infinite importance of eter- 
nity, Let us proſecute this trough the day 
as our great buſineſs, to do all the good we 
O © e enn, 
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can, and to become proficients in the va- 
11011 graces of the Chriſtian life, in meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, goodneſs, mercy, temperance, 
and fidelity : and thus make fure cur calling 
and election unto eternal Life. Let us give : 
up every pleaſure, intereſt, and purſuit in- 
conſiſtent with our giving a ſuperior atten- 
tion to religion. And at the clo/e of every 


day let us ſeriouſly examine ourſelves, whe- 


ther we have lived for eternity, and what 


we have done to advance our preparation 
for 1 it. This will excite us to correct what- 


ever we ſhall find amiſs, and « go on towards 


perfection. If we do theſe things wwe ſhall | 
never fail, but an abundant entrance ſhall 
be miniſtred to us into the everlaſting Ling- 


dem of our Lord and Saviour. 


When a few years more ſhall be paſt, 


eternity will begin with us all, This world 
and its pleafures will vaniſh as a dream, and 
nothing will be found of importance to.our 


happineſs, but the love of God and of good 
neſs prevailing in our hearts, The world 


paſſeth away, and the faſhion thereof, but he 


who doth the will of God abideth for ever. 


Let us in time ſecure what will thus abide 


with us, That having done the will of God, 
we may inherit the promiſes, eſpecially the 


great a prom! ife of eternal li Ye, and of +an 


1 John yp. tt: © £4 1 i. 45 : 
: inberi- 
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Inheritance incorruptible and unde filed, and 
that fadeth not away, in the preſence of 
God, * where is fulneſs of j Joy, and where 
are pleaſures for evermore. 
May a good God bleſs what has been of- 
fered, to the rendering us all ſo wiſe and 
happy ! Amen, 


* Pſalm xvi. 1 5 N 
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